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Ivan Lendl s eighth Grand' 
I Slam,win asserts his 
as an all-time 
But the Ostrava 
j’ is haunted by that 
I ena abusive 

| $tla ^Wimbledon, which 
iks forward to with 
fence 

I; WHAT IS WRONG 
STEFFI GRAF? 
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Start carrying this roll and observe its extraordinary 
effect on those you play tennis with. 


They keep running up to the net to shake your hand. 


And while enthusiastically complimenting you on your last 
shot, they’ll reach out as if by accident, tor the roll of 
MINT 0 in your pocket. 

For the pearly white, nothing-centred peppermint 



rings with the irresistible flavour. 

So cool, so refreshing. You immediately teel like 
reaching tor another MINT-0 yourself. 

Give in to the fee!ing...before you find your hand 
being shaken yet again. 



New Bakeman's Mint-O. 

Sheer self-centred pleasure. 




YOU COULD HAVE THESE BOOKS 

FREE 


>r ink 
* p try, 

■R'l USHA 




ES® 

J^ 

□00 


□00 


□□ 



THE SPORTSWORLD-MARINE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 


Subscribe to SportsworfcL for a year and you wW get free books of your 
choice from Marine Sports, Bombay 


Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 

Rs 310 a year (52 issues) Rs 610 for Iwo years (104 Issues) An annual saving of Rs 54peryearonthenewsstahd 

pnee plus a book delivered to you 
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Bicentennial Test—official book—Rs 60 (actual pnea) 
B&Haenee— 1987 86RS 60 
Australia eWorld Cup champion Rs 60 
Who a who in one day internationals Rs 60 
Howzat' Cricket Cartoons Rs 20 
Table tennis Harold Myers Rs 36 
The story of squash Ra 66 
The Guardian bookof sports 1983/83 Ra 364 


Any Ml tor a yaar a aabatrlptlsa 

Being Myself Martina Navratilova Rs 280 
Boycott by Don Mosey Rs 290 
Benson A Hedges Cricket year Rs 260 
World Cup Cnckel 67 Rs 75 
Play fair Cricket Annual 66 Rs 49 
Zola Rs 144 

The Badminton Story Rs 131 
GoldanGirt PT UshaRs 35 



Tick off the one/two titles you want and send your order mentioning your address and the two/one book you want to 

The Circulation Manager 

Anon do Bator Ptttnka Ltd 6, Profullo Sorfcar Street, Calcutta 700 001 

Please draw your demind draft/cheque in favour of Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd Calcutta 











•4 1'Ik ■ party's over T)u‘)i<’ai 

I Hhv n Unripv haa 

simmered down. Out of the 
smoke, a curtain fiRmi'p lias 

That ol Ivan l,cndl. His 
spirit stilj stalks the concluded 
Aussie Open. Mr Consistent has 
done it ajjaiii,. laid waste to ins 
opponents and captured Ins 
cdphth Grand Slain Hut is lie r u 
all time preaH> Kohil H'-i; 
NlE'liSofi from Melhoti rile Him, 
Graf Uie in vi ncil.iie and s pot lipid 

"II 1,1 ,1 Tide 1' Hues 
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Cover and po' tei photographs by 
Tommy Hindloy 

All illustrations by Debasish Deb 
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emu-,ted in Auckland The script 
wus real life. Athletes from (he 
Commonwealth line! tomnTgcil 
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boon ivnui) ng ol her dir) n I 
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Wanna take a look ,,1 tliu 
m ^JtLilui i; x)t football? Warm* 
know how nocen in the Ninotibu 
i« Kojina he 1 -’ Will thei r he more 
violence 01 will thej'imie 
prtallice more 1 . !uu ftfstnrs'? Can 
lria^lcliiii'j like Gulin and 
Mu'nihilla raise the emut to new 
height', w M 11 r, 11 Ha r liilM.jip-'/ 
lii mu Granville ask- yon to look 
into I he cr,v sta I ( f< 101 )hu 11 
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^4nY MORE FE^TUREJ v4ND YOU’D 
’'NEED ^4N INSTRUCTION MANUAL. 


Perhaps no other shoe has as much technology packed mbo it as the Lotto S 0 20 
ITALIAN SHOCK ABSORBERS. At the heart of the S 0 20 is a patented shock 
off system It consists of two pads of imported EVA a revolutionary new material that is 

remarkably resilient and has a ‘memory* When your heel strikes the ground, the EVA 
compresses, taking most of the shock — which is dispersed through side vents in the shoe 

And the moment you lift your heel, the EVA bounces back to its original shape 

Your feet arc further cushioned from shock by an extra insole thoughtfully 
provided by Lotto engineers its oithopedit design conforms to the arcti of your feet and 
provides additional stability 

h ? PLUSH UPHOLSTER) In out quest for the perfeit suspension we haven't 
forgotten other creature comforts Such as ultra soft padded leather uppers Non slip. 

sweat absorbent lining A special ‘b shaped Achilles cushion that protects your tieei 
A high-density carbon rubber outsole to prevent wear ami tear And a computer 

generated anti-skid tread design that provides better grip on the road 

Just a few of the features on the S 0 20 that make cruising so effortless 



nuetuod shock-otryntom 




himpr s fastest selling sport* shoe 


Manufactured by Consolidated Footwears Ltd laima House 1 1-A Nathalal Parekh Marg Colabs Bombay-38 Tel 2021482 
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enms is, more 
obviously than 
mofet other sports 
a battle for 
psychological 
domination In a 
tight match you 
t an almost see The 
Force move from 
one player to 
another and back again Playeis 
establish domination over each 



other in the course of a season or 
in the course of a career 
The best players establ is h a 
psychological domination of the 
entire tennis world that is when 
tennis tendB very much to go with 
form, and why good upsets are 
rare enough to be savoured so 
greedily The computer rankings 
enhance all that 
If mens tennis is predictable it 
seems that women s tennis is very 


The other day Graf 
practised with 
Becker and left him 
shaking his head in 
admiration...“It was 
like playing with 
some guys,” he said 


predictable indeed Certainly the 
number of 6-0,6-0 matches seem 
to make that point Perhaps the 
lesser importance of service in the 
women 6 game is the real reason 
for this a 6-4 6-4,6-4 wm foi a 
top man ovei a player tanked 98 is 
unlikely to be any closei than one 
of Grafs perfect scores 

It is tempting to speculate on 
the difference between the male 
and female psyches different 
degrees of acceptance of 
psychological domination and so 
on But as Sherlock Holmes said 
it is a capital error to theonzr with 
data 

It is still true that for whatevei 
reason Steffi Graf dominates 
women’s tennis to a greater extent 
than any of the recent male 
number ones have dominated 
their own sport Before her the 
same thing could have been said of 
Martina Navratilova 

Domination is the keynote of 
Graf s perceived character She 
has not let many other sideb to her 
nature show, after all She 
concentrates She doesn't scream 
and yell She just hits tennis balls, 
and they don’t often come back 

In press conferences she laughs 
a little and she has the most 
radiant smile, all the more so for 
being unexpected In fact, she 
could play the role of the pretty 
media darling as well as any of 
them if she chose, but she prefers 
to hide those rather fine blue > yes 
behind a girlish haircut Her 
choice, it seems, is just to play 
tennis matches and to win 
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She concentrates. 
She doesn’t scream 
and yell. She just hits 
tennis balls, and they 
don’t often come 
back. 


v virtually all of them 

The other day Graf practised 
with Boris Beckei and left him 
shaking his head in admiration 
They hit about tor 25 minutes “It 
was like playing with some guys 
for an hour or so,’ he said later 
“She hits it quite intense Thank 
God 1 have a serve, so 111 be all 
right' ’ 

The intensity of hei practice 
sessions is famous m the game 
Thei o are plenty who are sloppy m 
practice and who believe they are 
really practising intensely and 
then* are the intense ones who are 
really only practising for the sake 
of it training to tram lather than 
training to win But there are 
some sports people whose practice 
sessions awe their tellow pros 
Gi af is in this company She 
goes lor everv ball She is a marvel 
of intensity a phenomenon ol 
total psychological domination 
One wonders how much longer 
it util last She remains as 
straightforward and as modest as 
she was as a teenage prodigy 
How much else of her remains 
unchanged 9 Will she break out 9 
Will she get fed up with it° 

Her dominance of the game is 
t he truit of her relationship with 
her father Will there c ome a time 
when she no longei wishes to 
travel along that road 9 Whether 
such a decision would make her 
happiei 1 cannot say but one 
a certainty is that an entire 
generation of tennis players 
would cheer up no end 
Simon Bam#* 
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WHO 

WALKS 


Ivan Lendl’s 
eighth Grand 
Slam win 
asserts his 
claim as an 
all-time 
great. But 
the ’Ostrava 
Ghost’ is 
haunted by 
that one 
elusive title 

Wimbledon 
...which he 
looks 
forward to 
with 

confidence 



TOMMY MWBUnr 
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ARE 


Australian*, or should I 
specify Melbournians, are a 
warm, relaxed people. Beer 
drinkers and clothes shsdders 
maybe. But beneath that 
informality lies a great sporting 
instinct and love for any athletic 
pursuit. 

Unlike Wimbledon, and in 
positive sense here, they are not 
greatly impressed with tradition 
and discipline, instead preferring 
spontanlety and good humour. 
Which is why all champions here 
are not just sent off with a trophy, 
a few muttered thanks and a pat 
on the back. They are always 
honoured with something 
distinctly Australian. Last year it 

was the koala bear, __ 

that beautiful ^ 


little national treasure. This year, 
it was the akurba, more easily 
explained as a sort of bushman’a 
hat. It is a token of their respect, a 
memory of the National Tennis 
Centre and its vibrant crowd, a 
memory that a champion may like 
to recall,to indulge his 
grandchildren many years from 
now. 

In this long context, it has been 
terribly disheartening for them to 
be foroed to witness the most 
anti-climatic end to a Grand Slam 
tournament in the past God 
knows how many years. The 
ladies final stuttered, hummed 
and hawed, like a young girl 
being introduced to her tyrannical 
mother-in-law. Simply, a disaster. 
Miss Graf, so strangely ordinary 
that it almost boggled the mind. 
The men’s final, premising much 
with both Lendl's and Edberg’s 
inspired form, was further 
frustrating, for let alone a 

Land! has always been considered 
the model of consistency 











I vwft 

is evident ftmn 
that h* is 
sacrifice one of hm 

twee to netojifee yeer)&' 
to attain the attorn- s 

i)QW fjfijflffll h$)e, ( >*| 

Whwi Le n d l Mo thsAbswW" 
U*n Open crown ^iNp 
admitted Qnei it vu Mp 
iiwenttve he needed to *p&t| 
an to tbs otbtf three y Aw 
title* wtthbitlMwwot^ew)^ 
that dream #*e oruwwy 
wionfla nrn mis sy jh* 
probable script. fa JemMUylaat 
year, do one could haws fore¬ 
seen that * 17-yar-oMt Chine se 
American vuiM beat wM'hp 
Edberg in aemi-flnais it 
Peru and Hum HMet K ierw U in 
the final, But ylinh«»1 Chang'* 
amesing triumph at Mm French 
Open wa* note than a hfeorto 
victory against the odde» ft skip 
demrqysd Lendl’s dntfttt Of a 
Oread Sian 

Never again, it stems, will 
Lendl have the opportunity to 
spars a Grand EUn rgnftt He 
ha| made it known that he will 
nm be playing the French Open 
this year, for he want* to con¬ 
centrate ell hie energy on pro- 
owing for Wimbledon, (he one 
Mae he covets mart than any* 
thing elee in the world of 
tennis 

In 1900 alone, L*n& wen ten 
rrtngVmff tfcflsa wed TmtaTnafl the 
world-number one ranking he 
had lost to Male WSendsr whan 
the Swede beat him in the final 
of the 1988 UR Open. Any other 
profeeeional tennis player 
would have bead proud of sush 
a year, but Lendl, ever the per¬ 
fectionist, was not happy "l 
would gladly give up *0 my 
titlee," he tcW amaaed Journal¬ 
ists, "juat to be able to win 
Wimbledon once.” 

Lendl first took the world's 
tap ranking in Pehruary 1088 , 


but lost that spot** John MoRn- 
mo fud finished the y yf» m 
, Mm two. In 1994, wkk 
seemingly indes- 
.Mfottfats, Lendl ftwwsed the 
'> v Howeeer, 

in lfifeft* the LendMegWHi really 
ft wai ttw HifltHKi w 
sgf hb> ftdtb id the methods of 
ttUMer Australian star Tony 
BooM. tbttiy in the ’80s, Lendl 
had appointed Roche as his 
edfdh and the Australian 
( * placed new emphasla on 
phyeioal conditioning, while 
* ‘ Imikft ig technical 
to the Qaech's game. Out of the 
chrysalis of talent and dadica- 
♦ tion, a champion waa 
emerging. 

Lendl had overthrown the 
shadow of the tempestuous 
McEnroe, while casting off the 
earlier stigma that he would 
never be able to beat a firebrand 
named Jimmy Connors, Now, 
firmly entrenched as the 
world's leading player, he 
•ought to carve h i* in the 
same claaa aa the very best in 
the game 

Connors had kept the num¬ 
ber one spot for 150 consecu¬ 
tive weeks more than three 
yearn, but Lendl aimed to break 
that record However, with 
three weeks remaining to equal 
the Connors record, Lendl waa 
beaten in the final of the 1888 
US Open by Mats Wilandar 
Wilander replaced him ae world 
number one, but the Swede, 
Who finished that year with 
three of the four major title* 
(Australian, French and US) 
was destined to fade aa specta¬ 
cularly as he had blossomed. 
Wilander waa beaten by the 
unaeeded Rameeh Krishnan In 
the second round of the 1988 
Australian Open. To mb salt in 
the wound, ha was beaten by 
Andrei Cheenokov ta the quar¬ 
ters of the French Open and by 
young Pete Sampras in the 
second round of the US Open, 
He reached only one final, at 
Boston, in the oouree of the 


year, but was beaten W Jwidree 
Gomes, 

given a* Wltondbr finished 
1880 ranked twelfth in the 
world, Lendl iwmptuiud the top 
spot and gave ample notice the* 
he intended to stay. After a 

ti^Ui^ij^Jl^oiiti^dn^jp j^lir ia 1880, 

when he won only three titlee* 
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Lendl finished 1989 with ten 4 
titlee. Hie total haul now stande , 
At 84 titlee, innlndlng the 1090^ J 




Australian Open. f 
hohtw} tha veteran C 
this respect, tor tbs. 
atthetlmeofgaiiigtc 
SOB titles u®## his 


Is 9 MB Vf 

ilMtmat. *1 

” uT ” JF 






tndl has come a long way 


But Lendl's winnings have 
topped the gift million mark, 
mailing him (he richest player 
in the game's history This was 

•sgMadhoksp.axaanwhodid 
not possess the fortitude to 
owns out at a crisis in & big 
mptoh It was a tag that Lendl 





Brought on himself , for he lost 
Mat of the find seven major 
finals he played. Those early 
fittttar days still haunt Lendl, 

fiTO RMtiUXl flOOw W CO MOOBTO 

a perpetual runner-up Be was 
JpajMen in the sfrt* 1 * of the mi 
vMMdh. fits 1988 US. the 1983 


Australian and US, the 1984US 
end the 1986 French. 

Hie only major victory came 
in 1964, when he stopped John 
McEnroe in the final of the 
French Open, winning a tense 
match 3-6,2-6, a-4, ?-5 The six 
losses in those seven finale 
were to spur Lendl onto greater 
heights In 1985, transformed 
from a dour baseline^ into an 
all-court player, Lendl went on 
to win the US Open 

Tt was as if that one victory 
snapped a mental barrier 
Lendl began to look unstopp¬ 
able He did not play the Au¬ 
stralian Open in 1986, but won 
the French end US and was a 
runner-up to Boris Becker at 
Wimbledon In 1987, he wan 
foe French and US again, lost 
in the semis of the Australian 
and was runner-up again at 
Wimbledon, this tune to Fat 
Cash In 1988, he won none of 
the majors, though he reached 
the semi-final of Wimbledon 
and was runner-up at the US 
in 1989, he won the Australian 
Open for the first time, but was 
beaten by Chang at the French 
in the fourth round lost in the 
semi-final of Wimbledon to 
Becker, and was runner up at 
the XJB, beaten by the German 
onoe more 

It was a pattern of consisten¬ 
cy that had marked only the 
game's greatest champions 
Not since 1981 has Lendl lost 
earlier than the fourth round of 
any major championship 
Apart Aram the foot that he has 
won eight major titles (two Au¬ 
stralian Opens, three French 
and three US), Lendl also has 
two of the longest winning 
streaks since tennis opened its 
doors to profrieainn file in 1988 
He was unbeaten m 44 consecu¬ 
tive matches between 1981-9, 
and 66 indoor matches between 
1981 and 1988. 

All-time great? Maybe not 
yet But surely on his vyay< 

iTerMMrMelieii. fflstinimu 


mismatch there was none at all 
And yet, to the eternal credit at 
the 16,000 present, the cheering 
dembel level never faltered 
Perhaps Steffi Graf, a great 
admirer of the Ausstes, realised 
their disappointment, and m an 
impromptu effort to make up, 
squeaked, with one eye on Joan 
Antonio Samaranch "I hope you 
(Melbourne), get the Olympic 
Games” A reference to the city’s 
solid bid for the 1996 Games 

In quite another sense these 
same people perhaps not having 
realised it yet have been witness 
to what could certainly one day be 
included m the musty pages of 
tennis history books The gradual 
return of Lendl to championship 
form and the connection between 
Australia and the attainment of 
Lendl s greatest desire—winning 
Wimbledon And also the 
stunning reversal of form that 
Steffi Graf must now contend 
with 

But first to Ivan 

The casual viewer, or even a 
confessed tennis fanatic would 
find nothing unusual about j 

Lendl s presence m the final, nor 
his stunning powerful baseline i 

play Why, they would sneer, he s I 
been doing that for the last five I 

years Well, actually, not really j 

Ivan Lendl has always been 1 

considered the model of I 

consistency Within reason For 
unlike a Becker aWilander a | 

McEnroe (now) or an Edberg, his 
standards are impeccably high, 
his levels of erraticity low—his 
game is not easily tampered with 
Thus, he is rarely very rarely, 
beaten in early rounds For 
example, from 1989 through to I 

1989, that is eight years, he has i 

never lost before the fourth round I 
of a Grand Slam No other currant 
player can claim such a record 
His 156 straight weeks as world 
no 1 till he lost it and then ! 

regamed it, is also testimony to i 

this ability to sustain his form 
None of this can be argued No 
question 

But Lendl is also a winner A I 
winner of the big ones Andm 
that context, m that respect, he 
has been slightly less successful 
In the years 1984 85 86-87, Lendl 
won 6 Grand Slam titles In the 


—4 

19 


11 fl I' 


535 

TTl 

L: 




r 


M 


lay perfect 


THE ULTIMATE REALIST 


tha pram rrtiin at ttrn 

■Hp Vaar*! fT xitifhiMin 

phnm^ Mi* y*t*m play* ware 
thrown around. Edberg, 
(temurtaatfvayx.d&Aot 
argue fur ones., Ml, fed* Hail 
■erve’eaffkiac-rand net 
coverage had been terrific Aa 
LaaodarBaa«ayliJa|Mn^ 
during the match, "He's not 
mllr^^aortaurfWjplajwrt 
but he's ao qtaraot*. And yea. 
Stsfea te methodical...2*9 goes 
iMutlii {itoi Ukaa dDBnat 
carpenter, .gotag ttmmtfbfbt 
b$ri<M,gett^(mctytbti&in 
place, and one* in a wbtfa 

lywriTig ly fHH Ufawflutrtg 

really spatial. 

Ivan Lendl (ovloh>ia teas 
imprseted with garfeoilqn. Ha 
ta ao IrtwHit. ao lit 

search orths parted tm& Wa 
tba ultimate realist. "I don’t 
think it maittera (bow tiossl 
ws4t»pe«ft«tiQE). What 
matteiw isle**, ft’s batter if 
pou wiaatut^rpaapot, bat 
I’d rather win wy&mtbm 
play perfect sod loee”, 

Tba on* (and perhaps only) 
subject of much argument at 
the Open, was Becker's 
ohaiteogaforttimanbarona 
apot. WiimiagtlteQpsawquld 
have brought him oloaarat 
laaat, but hie impromptu exit 
putthidpi^bui^offltoaaiaw 
months, Waslandltelteved 1 ? 

‘Tdcm’tWtellypayany 
attention toft Tbaytaasadtwp 
a umw ra ago two Asssricen 
aunutiiraag 
taklbgpWi 
oyf aod ttUm Hjarfillt#' 
tsftd 





Garrutoua and constantly 
amusing at press conferences, 
In direct oontrmat to tha 
unsmiling poker-faced image 
that ha leaves cm court, Lendl 
had to fend off queries on his 
Grand Slam chances. 

Dismissing it first aa only a 
reality in women’s tennis, and 
emphasising the difficulty of 
adapting to different surfaces, 
acknowledging the higher 
Competition levels, Lendl 
stressed briefly on tha luck 
factor On how juste or 3 
points through the year can 
make the difference "take 
Mata in 1988, and Fm not 
taking anything away from 
him. ao don’t get me wrong At 
the Australian he beat Cash 8-6 
in tha 5th aet', at the Frenoh 
Zivcqinovic was serving for the 
match, and the US Open (5 sets 
with him) it was very dose 
"Or take Boris last year At 
Wimbledon I was a break up in 
the fourth aet with my 
advantage for 4-9, he was 
match point down in the US 
Open (to Derrick Rostagno) and 
ha hit a net cord winner I’ve 
had my share of luck too And 
you would have to be quite 
lucky, so it’s possible, but Fm 
not betting my house that 
anyone wUl do the Grand slam 
in the next 10 yean” 

Becker is feeling the pressure 
expectations, at merely being 
the challenger for it' "It’s 
tough After the Davis Cup 
Final (and a great 1988) 1 am 
more or less on top of the tennis 
world and 3 weeks latsr you 
have to start from scratch 
again and prove it again every 
day and J guesa it’s more 
difficult if you win", 
FbtfcapeaUthfewlU give him 
UifStei nantiiskmUiig nf 


years 1988-1989, he won only 
one Jn the years 
1981 -6«! -83-84-85-86-87 he won 
five Masters In 1988-89, he won 
none Nothing to get unduly 
excited about, but nevertheless a 
sign, an indication, of his gradual 
decline (he will be 30 in two 
months) and the increased 
demands the competition was 
making 9 

Thus, the Australian Open was 
important The No 1 argument 
was over It waa boring, repetitive 
and Lendl was not amused by 
questions on it But could he win 9 

The early rounds demonstrated 
that, despite preparation, lesser 
players were being able to make 
gradual inroads into his game No 
one really troubled him but that 
he himself was uncomfortable 
That majestic an he used to cloak 
himself with' was a little 
moth eaten It was apparent again 
m the two sets against Edberg in 
the final Two years ago.. would 
have wagered my salary *hat 
Edbei g would fall fast and hard 
But now it wasn t so simple 
anymore 

But he won and that’s what 
counts And Lendls relief was 
quite tangible I had a job to do 
and I ve done it lie had lost the 
US Open final to Becker let go a 
Wimbledon semi final to Beckei 
again, and been embarassed by 
Chang in the fourth round of the 
French The Australian win could 
not have come too soon It was a 
reaffirmation of sorts The 
champion has returned to doing 
what he enjoys best Dominating 
It will be a small boost, a positive 
prod, m his search for his elusive 
prize 


T HERE is a mansion m 
Greenwich, Connettiout, a 
1820s mansion I am told A 
wall encompasses a 7-acre estate, 
complete with a tennis court (US 
Open Deco II surfeoe), a 
swimming pool, four cars and 
some German Shepherd dogs 
Inside live Ivan Lendl, and his 
wife Samantha A rather 
well-to-do couple one oould say 
who are indeed awaiting the birth 
of their first child, a daughter, by 
the summer The man, Ivan Lendl, 
is also awaiting something else 
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this summer—a Wimbledon title, 
something he has ooveted like 
nothing before. When he wakes 
up in the morning and sees his 
eight Grand Slam trophies Ivan 
Lendl is, perhaps, not always 
content. He knows one is missing. 


And everything he will do and has 
dome this year is part of a plan to 
win Wimbledon. 

That Lendl is skipping the 
French Open to practice on grass 
is old news. Even he is amused by 
it. Reporters keep harping on it. 



/ 



sometimes I think in disbelief. 
Lendl, a real Press Room jester, 
foroed for an answer, threw this 
one, “No, now I’ve decided I’m 
going to play the French and skip 
Wimbledon!” 

Beneath the u ' 
jocularity. 


for all to 


see, is a terrific 
purpose. Who 
knows if he will win, 
but the man will do his 
damndest beet to make 
sure he has gone through the best 
possible preparation, sacrificing 
much for that, teat least know 
that he had given it his best shot. 
As Becker once said, “If he has 
been in the finals twice, and the 
semi finals so many times, it 
means that he can win it.” 

In mid-April Lendl returns to 
Australia to coach Tony Roche's 


home for some 


practice. He then goes to New 
Zealand where he is attempting to 
finalise some exhibitions on 
grass, with Pat Cash and Kelly 
Evernden. Meanwhile he will also 
undergo strenuous practices with 
Christo Van Rensburg. 

When someone asked Lendl if 
his preparation for Wimbledon 
1991 w ill be the same if he lost in ar 
early round, the Czech answered, 

“I don't really know. I would like 
to think so, but just that's difficult 
to say". 

Does he want to win it because it 
is Wimbledon or because he hasn’t 
won it? “Both". 

Does he need to win it so that he 
will be acknowledged as a great, 
an all-rounder player? “No, I'm 
not interested in that". 

He wants to win it because he 
knows he can. I think heoan. It is 
fascinating, because one cannot 
remember a player with such a 
single-minded pursuit ever 
before. The champion is hot.. .this 
summer we will find out. how hot. 













AUSTRALIAN OPEN 90 


David McMahon watched Steffi Graf demolish her 
opposition at the Australian Open and still feels the West ‘ 
German tennis machine has slipped a gear or two 
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GRAF? 


ISS Steffi Graf from 
Bruhl, whom the 
Australians would all 
too readily adopt, will 
not have to wait for 
Wimbledon If she does 
not pul] up her sagging Bocks by 
the French Open—her least 
favourite surface too—Monica 
Seles, Gabnela Sabatmi, Aranxta 
Sanchez are going to have her for 
dinner, wine and croissants 
included For, by her spectacular 
standards, Miss Or raf was dismal 
Let me use a simple analogy to 
explain this if Mies Graf were a 
student, she would be the one 
always graduating with 6091, the 
rest perhaps at 60% What has 
happened now is that whil< she 
still remains ahead her level has 
fallen to 80%, while the rest have 
lifted themselves to 70'* The gap 
has distinctly narrowed 
And there seems on the face of 
it, no discernible reason for it 
One explanation inadvei tently 
came from American girl Patty 
Fendick who, in fact, was trying 
more to explain the using 
standard m women's tennis 
"Steffi's dominance and 
superiority has actually lifted the 
level of our games, of women's 
tennis To compete with her, she 
made us get better I guess that’s a 
eign of a great champion ’ 

The offshoot of that is also that 
Steffi’s game has correspondingly 
deten orated, hy not being 
challenged and forced to deal with 
what was at least really 
insignificant competition The 
girls move up one step, as Steffi 
goes down a step 
Graf moved into the world 
number one slot in August 1987, 
shortly after she had beaten 
Martina Navratilova for the 
Wimbledon title Since then, there 
has been no serious threat to her 
supremacy, although Navratilova 
has two burning ambitions a) to 


Is Graf's game being affected by 
her bloated H r 







*4 beat Qraf and b) to win one more 
Wimbledon title. 

It threatens to become an 
all-consuming ambition. One of 
the more poignant moments of 


last year's Australian Open came 
after Navratilova had been upset 
by Helena Bukova in the 
semi-finals. Denied her chanoe to 
meet (and, abe hoped, beat) Graf in 


the final. Navratilova was 
distinctly wistful at her 
post-match Press Conference. 

“Oh, God," she cried, in 
supplication as opposed to 
blasphemy. It’s going to be so 
long till I play her again. If only I 
oould have one more chance." 

Bight months later, when they 
met in the final of the 1989 U8 
Open final, Navratilova looked set 
to pull off the victory she so 
yearned for. Having taken the 
first set against Graf, Navratilova 
led 4-8 in the seoand, only to see 
the match and the title slip away 
from her grasp. 

The German girl’s career 
graphs has been awesome since 
1987. Although she did not play 
the Australian Open that year, she 
has reached every Grand Slam 
singles final—and there have been 
12 of them—since then. That year, 
she won the French Open but. was 
beaten in the finals of Wimbledon 
and the US Open. Thereafter, she 
has lost only one major final—the 
1989 French Open—while taking 
her tally of Grand Sam singles 
titles to nine. 

At the Australian Open this 
year, Graf had a practice Bession 
with Becker, who then told the 
Press that she was as good an 
opponent as some of the men. It is 
a subject Graf abhors, and when 
journalists attempted to take the 
line of questioning further, Graf 
allowed a flash of anger. For one 
brief moment, it looked as though 
she were going to storm out of her 
Press Conference. Then she 
regained her composure and faced 
the microphone once more. It was 
a good sign. It only served to 
remind us that this 
phenomenonally talented player, 
this Better of standards, this 
successor of Navratilova, is human 
after all. 

One sign would have been quite 
enough, but there were more. 
Right through the entire 
tournament, Graf kept 
emphasizing her humaness, and 
fallibility by performing below 
par. The forehand and blistering 
first serve oontinued to get her 

Even at 80 %, Graf was good 
enough to lift the Australian Open 
trophy this year 







Th* forehand etHI gals her cheap 
point* but.. 



cheap points but equally so were 
the cheap points she gave away 
through unnecessary error The 
foiehand was like a reluctant bee. 
stinging when in the mood The 
backhand shoe had a fluctuating 
rhythm Her concentration 
appeared to slip away from her too 
often, too fast And there was a 
ever so slight retardation of court 
movement 

In one aspect, all this is 
ridiculous I mean Steffi has just 
won her ninth Grand 81am title, 
has completed a record 47-match 

1 * ' 


streak, has lost but one Bet in this 
tournament, has compiled a 238-7 
matoh reoord ainoe January 1, 
1087, yet people are still saying 
something is wrong It’s 
indicative of her own 
stratospheric standards and of 
what our expectations are of her 
The Open, being the first 
tournament of the year, after a 
restful winter could serve as a 
possible explanation Graf herself, 
was not too enamoured by her 
play, but won despite that, and 
was happy for that 


There is one factor though, 
much discussed seriously in the 
Press Room, something were it not 
sooonfuslng, would have readily 
been consigned to some filthy 
tabloid’B front page We are 
speaking of Graf a bosom, and the 
fact that it is obviously much 
fuller At the Press Room, reasons 
from her taking the pill to 
having her period or some 
metabolic problem were offered as 
explanation This factor, said a 
West German journalist, is not 
new, and appears to discomfort 
her Her movement and fluency It 
seems like a joke in poor taste, but 
I can asure you it isn’t Perhaps, 
too, the motivation requires a 
recharge, as does the inspiration 

If girls like Carne Cunningham 
and Patty Fendick can give her 
trouble like they did, her real 
competition (Seles, Sabatim, 
Sanchez, Navratilova) will go 
further and beat her Which, of 
course, is easy to say, even though 
Graf has constantly managed to 
raise her game when the situation 
demands Thu time though it 
looks a tougher task than before 
Coach Pavel Skxol made an 
interesting statement to an Aussie 
journalist in the winter, and 
perhaps even he oould not have 
forseen how correct he was 
“If somebody comes along and 
overpowers her, than maybe she 
has to go to the gym and work 
with weights, like Lendl did 
because he wasn’t strong enough 
for Bona They (the rest) are 
physically very strong and hitting 
the ball very hard from both sides 
and the time will come sooner or 
later—I think probably five years 
from now ” I think probably m 
less than five years 

Thus, the French Open is being 
awaited with greater interest than 
before The greatest ladies tennis 
player of all time is facing her 
career's biggest challenge She 
has always responded brilliantly 
to theooossion 

This time it is not simply a 
question of winning But at her 
own terms and in her own 
marvellous style 








Where have all 
the youngsters 
gone? 


O NE of the Open's 
tragedies, or 
moreeo one of tennis' 
tragedies, is the 
startling absence of any 
unusually gifted 
youngsters It's not that 
they aren't there, it's 
just that there aren't 
any 

Agassi and Chang, 
despite their precocious 


those mentioned above, 
or Sergei Brugeura of 
Alberto Mancun or 
Thomas Muster (yet) are 
so enviously or 
threateningly good 
But if tennis, and its 
ability to throw up 
greats from nowhere, 
runs m cycles, we are 
due one any moment 


Work and play 


R emember, the ban 

girls, boys, court 
staff, programme sellers 
doing aerobics at 8 30 



achievements have yet to 
dominate- agreed they 
have tune So do Jim 
Conner, David Wheaton 
and Fete Sampras, all 
young Yankee boys, no 
lesser talents for sure, 
but yet to make a strong 
claim for the Top 10 
If you take a quick 
glance at the ten best in 
tennis— Becker Lendl, 
Edberg, Wilander, 
Mayotte, McEnroe, 
Connors, Mecir, Noah 
Leoonte—most have 
been around for some 
time In the past five 
years since Becker 
arrived, no 
outrageously talented 
youngster has emerged 
None of the new breed. 
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a m There is indeed a 
method in their 
madness 

They believe players 
are not the only ones 
who require getting 
fired up There is a 
serious psychological 
strategy, an exercise in 
positive thinking, where 
they plastered a 
different motivational 
slogan on the wall 
everyday Thebe ranged 
from "I am a winner”, “I 
am at peace with 
myself, "I am a living 
legend' to “I am patient 
and sincere” and “1 am 
cool calm and 


IF they 
exhume 
Centre 
Court some 
centuries 
from now 
they may 
find seme 
remaining 
piecem of 
the 

Frenchman, 
For Memh 
disintegrat¬ 
ed under 
Lendl's 
barrage... 
This Lendl I 
do not like 
so much he 
said. 


collected” But the prize 
must go to 
“I have the legs of 
Yannick 

The smile of Mats 
The skill of Ivan 
And the looks of 
Stefan” 

It is truly a wonderful 
example of young 
people, thinking about 
their work and enjoying 
it 


Becker’s Aussie 

jinx_ 

N OT so ‘enjoymg as 
some would say. 
was Boris Becker The 
young German was 
truly unlucky at this 
Open He appeared to 
have wrestled hu> jinx to 
the ground, in his match 
against Mecir but the 
effort drained him 
physically and mentally 
tox his confrontation 
with Wilander 
Mecir, pool fellow, 
was dismissed by all as a 
bloody fool, actually 
more as an 
exasperating genius 
For two sets Boris 
chased dreams the 
Czech possessing this 
uncanny ability to make 
talent appear mediocre 
But Mecir is plagued 
almost by self 
doubt—tying the world's 
best player in perfect 
knots putting chains on 
his feet, taking him to 
the river but unable to 
push him in And Boris 
Becker was all to eager 
to do his Houduu act 
Mecir lost it Becker did 
not win it 
Against Wilander, 
Becker tied himself up 
His serve in hiding, the 
heat affecting his 
movement, the wind 
altering the di. i<ction of 
his precision drives, 
Becker throughout was 
visibly battling more 








with himself than his 
opponent. His 
frustration, his despair, 
his disgust at an absence 
of rhythm, was terribly 
evocative, terribly 
saddening. 

Lendl missiles 
sink Noah’s arc 

T here was a 

celebration of sorts, 
Australia Day I believe, 
on the day of the men’s 
semi final. Cannons 
were being fired close 
by, though Noah will be 
excused for thinking 
that was the sound of 
Lendl hitting forehand 
passing shots. 

If they exhume Centre 
Court a century from 
now, they may find 
some remaining pieces 
of the Frenchman. For 
, he disintegrated under 
Lendl’s barrage.. .so 
fiercely did the 
Czech-American hit the 
ball, that the super black 
athlete handn’t bent his 
knees for the volley 
when the umpire called 
the score. 

- When the skeleton of 
Noah clanked into the 
press room at least the 
humour had not been 
buried. When asked the 
difference between 
Lendl at the Open and 
Lendl who he beat at 
Sydney a fortnight ago, 
he said: “I like that 
Lendl, he was missing 
a forehands and not 
■ making returns. This 
Lendl, 1 do not like him 
so much". 











...Is his lethal weapon. RohitBrijnath witnessed the 16-year-old Calcuttan’s dream 
run in the Australian Open Boys’Championships which culminated with the runners 





T HEY came from 
all over 
Alistair 
McDonald and 
Joshua Eagle from 
Australia, Jan Kodee 
from Czechoslovakia, 
Sasha Petratshek from 
West Germany, Sasa 
Hirszon from 
Yugoslavia But none 
could quite fathom how 
to successfully bottle a 
young 16-year-old 
Indian whirlwind 
Leander Paes 
And so between 
them —seeds No 1+No 
7+No 12+no 13—could 
only muster one set 
They spun lobs 
Twisted serves Curved 
forehands Flatted 
backhands But the 
response was the same 
A grunt, that seemed to 
emanate at his toes and 
whoosh tight through 
his body And a volley, 
and volleys and more 
volleys so quick 
left nght-low high 
hissing off the surface 
like a Porsc he m 
pursuit 

1 for one having seen 
Leander through Indian 
winter and despite 
being impressed 
definitely did not expect 
such an outstanding 
and consistent 
performance The kid’s, 
essential free spirit, 
spontaneous in his play, 
proving people wrong 
and enjoying that 
Losing m the 
Australian Open hoys 
final to German Dirk 
Dier was unfortunate 
only for the record 
books For Leander had 
already managed to 
send out those vital 
smoke signals through 
his play Signals that 
anyone oourtmde could 
decipher—this kid has 
definitely got something 
there 

Leander’e success was 
a combination of many 


factors a oonaustent 
adherence to a sensible 
game-plan that he had 
formulated himself, and 
the fact that this 
net-play style, a total 
antithesis of what is 
being taught 
worldwide, was 
difficult to counter 
And then a third 
factor that won him 
wide praise a 
never-say-die, highly 
combative attitude A 
vocal vindication of a 
good shot an unsatiable 
appetite for victory—at 
40 15 up opponents 
realise that for Leander 
the game is not yet over 
A raw energy that could 
run an atomic plant, and 
a desire that bless him. 
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to Matt, to smack 
the bail. Without 
control. Without 
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appears frighteningly 
limitless It is the edge 
that Indian players 
through this decade 
have not had It is edge 
that makes the 
difference 

This aggression, for 
lack of a better 
encompassing word, 
was epitomised in his 
semi-final against 
Hirszon Up 6-2,4-2 m 
an absurd and 
desperately fast 
turnaround, Leander 
suddenly found himself 
down 6-2,6-7,2-5,0 30 
In such reverse 
situations everything 
magnifies the sun 
beoomes hotter, the 
jeers, if any, more 
pronounced, the service 
toss appears awkward, 
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1. Peter Bodo (Tennis magazine). 

2. John Parsons (Daily Telegraph). 
8. Phillipe Bouin ( L’Equipe ). 

4. Richard Evans. 
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Had he tried to rally 
front the baseline, 
he would have been 
back in Madras a 
week earlier, 
everyone patting 
his back, saying 
‘Nevermind’. 


the shoulders do that 
losers’ slump; the brain 
is exhausted of new 
ideas. It is a 
circumstance in which 
grown men comfortably 
and quietly crumble in. 
Sixteen-year olds are 
almost not supposed to 
react. But Paes did. He 
found an invisible 
battery courtside to 
recharge his game. And 
cruised home winning 
the next five games. It 
was a breathless, mind 
boggling, heart 
wrenching display. 

Leander's coach Dave 
O’Meara and father Vece 
Paes (both no doubt 
terribly proud and why 
not) or anyone else 
assigned to him, must 
let Leander recognise 
his asset and 
understand its value. It 
is championship class, 
what 16-year-olds would 
normally die for so 
young. You can acquit 1 .; 
a game. But not this. 

The victory streak 
acquired another 
distinguished mention, 
when you consider 
Leander's immaturity 
from thebackeourt. He 
has a tendency to blast, 
to smack the ball. 
Without control. 

Without reason. And 
when in that mood. 
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• Beat A. McDonald 6*3, 6-2. 

• Beat J. Kodes 6-1, 7-6. 
Petratshek 6-4, 6-3. 
Eagle 6-2, 6-3. 
Hirszon 6-2, 4-6, 7-5 



• Beat S. 

• Beat J. 

• Beat S. 


• Lost to D. Dier 4-6, 6-7. 


linesmen, ten feet 
behind the baseline are 
advised to wear helmets. 
Basically he gets carried 
away. So, if he, like 
some foolish soldiers 
attacking a 

machine-gun nest head 
on with a bayonet, had 
tried to rally from the 
baseline, he would have 
been batik in Madras a 
week earlier, everyone 
patting his batik saying 
‘Never mind' 

But, barring the odd 
shot, he disciplined this 
ttxi When forced, or 


*! 


A raw energy that 
could run an atomic 
plant; and a desire 
that, Mom Mm, 
appears 
frighteningly 
limitless. It is the 
edge that makes 
the difference. 


having taken the 
sensible option to play 
a point from the back, he 
visibly controlled 
himself, keeping the ball 
in play, always alert for 
a chance to come in. But 
the backcourt game, 
especially service 
returns (not just slicing 
and hitting it) needs 
much work. So does his 
positional play. Why I 
say this, he knows it. 

For 95% of his 
matches Leander was at 
the net. Now, every 


junior player, European 
or otherwise, is 
carefully tutored that 
the mode of 20th 
century tennis is 
baseline play. It seems 
that if the serve and 
volley sucks it doesn't 
matter. If the backhand 
is double-fisted, the 
forehand heavily 
topspunand 100 balls 
can be successively put 
over the net, you're safe. 
Ahem, not from Mr Paes 
that is. 

He followed every first 
serve to the net and took 
his options on the 
second. Every second 
serve, and some firsts, of 
his opponent were met 
with a similar response. 
The result: if X wanted 
the point they required 
the pass. Since he timed 
his approaches well, 
taking it early, giving it 
a decent direction, often 
to the body which is the 
hardest, that was no 
easy task. 

And Leander fulfilled 
his role perfectly 
volleying away 
everything those not 
even within easy reach. 
Only the low, backhand 
volley gives him much 
trouble. Tall, nicely 
muscled alert, looming 
over the net, eyes 
burning, he was 
unsettling to say the 
least. Opponents were 
rushed for time, for 
them unusual. Their 
footwork went awry, 


and struggled for a new handled. He’s the new 
rhythm a workable kid on the block and 

answer to this hustle. everyone’s gonna want 

Leander knows there to beat him. 

is much work to be But I have never seen 

done.. and that it will leander Paes flinch 

progressively get more from a challenge. He 
difficult That there are will be ready. This 

strange pressures and marvellous young 

expectations to be champion. 













W HEN Clive 

Lloyd miBsos 
anything 
from his 

wardrobe he knows just 
where to find it— in his 
daughter s closet 
"111 look m her closet 
and she'll say, 'Oh dad, 
remember this’’ and 
sure enough it will be 
some long-lost article of 
clothing that now 
conforms to fashion' 
Welcome to 
teenager hood, Clive 
Lloyd, the current 
manager of the West 
Indies cricket team ib 
busy not only looking 
after the team but also 
rearing two teenage 


DEBRAANTHONY | 


daughters Melissa 15 
Samantha 13 -and an 
eight-year old son, 

Jason 

My son is at the age 
where you have to 
smack him every now 
and again to remind him 
who ib boss Lloyd says, 
and his daughters, who 
have been going to 
boarding school since 
they were nine have 
grown into ‘very 
responsible people ’ 
Lloyd is proud of lus 
c hildreu, and of his wife, 
too 

My children 
understand the value of 
money he says 
recounting an incident 
when he went shopping 
with one of his girls and, 
although she liked a 
particular pair of shoes, 
she did not ask for it 
because she said she did 
not need it and he had 
already spent a lot ot 
money to send her to a 
boarding school to get a 
good education 

I really have to be 
grateful that I have 
children who are not 
just takers but givers as 
well,' he says 
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Citizen of the World 


WIFE, A OEM 

Lloyd credits his wife, 
Waveney for the way 
his children have turned 
out 

"She has been mother 
and father to them and 
she's done a damn good 
job When Uook at them 
today I say to myself 
you ve chosen carefully 


and you ve chosen 
well she is just a gem 
Independence 
self-sufFxciercy and 
knowing the value of 
money are important to 
Lloyd because of his 
childhood His father 
died when he was 12 
years old and he had to 
be the breadwinner of 
the house sending his 


loui asters and one 
brother through school 
and college 

That s how I suppose 
I developed this strong 
sense ot responsibility I 
realised, from an early 
age thatlwai- >n 
charge ” 

For that reason and 
for his success in hi6 
chosen profession Lloyd 
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says his mother holds 
him in awe. 

“She is very proud of 
me and she knows that 
she can depend on me 
for any little thing. ” 

CONTROLLED 
AND IN CHARGE 

# IJoyd himself is a loyal 
friend. He does not 


believe in “making 
people feel small’' and he 
likes to appear 
controlled and in 
charge. He would never 
rebuke his players in 
public (this would show 
that he is not in control 
of his players and the 
game) and he is the same 
in his private life. 

“I don’t believe in 
washing dirty linen in 
public, there’B a time 
and place for 
everything” he quoted. 

How does, Lloyd 
handle the pressure of 
the game and the chase? 
"1 sleep arid watch a lot 
of television to relax,” he 
says. He seems 
surprised that women 
regard him as sexy and 
powerful. 

"Really?!” he asks, 
astonished. 

But Lloyd is the 
typical and atypical 
Caribbean man. “Women 
don't like to be 
embarrassed,” he said. 
“And I would never, ever 
embarrass my wife. If) 
didn't think she was the 
woman foi me 1 would 
i not have married her. ” 
j But he has been 
i tempted. "You meet a lot 
of beautiful women on 
tour.. .but I don’t want to 
be divorced.. .As the kids 
get older they get closer 
to you and they want to 
know that they have a 
father they can be proud 
of . .1 want my children 
to look up to me... You 
have to live the kind of 
life that people will 
respect,” he says. 

IMAGE AND 
REPUTATION 

His image and 
reputation are 
important to him. “I 
don’t like people having 
a hold over me. 1 like to 
know that we are all 
standing on the same 
kind of ground.” 


How does he see 
himself? 

He considers himself 
an introvert.. “not a 
limelighter at all. ” For 
.fun he reads, 

“anything”, plays 
squash or goes 
pigeon-shooting or to 
the cinema, or to the 
theatre—“a lot”. 

“I normally tell a good 
joke,” he says, not at all 
shy here. “Oh, yes, I 
usually keep the guys 
laughing.” 

COMMUNITY 

RELATIONS 

One of Lloyd’s pet peeves 
is unmannerly people. “I 
can’t stand them at all,” 
while he feels that his 
major weakness is 
“trusting people too 
much. They usually let - 

“You meet a lot of I 
beautiful women j 
on tour...but I 
don't want to be 
divorced" 

you down.” he says. 

And he has had a lot of 
that in trying to settle 
himself for the life after 
cricket 

“There was talk about 
doing something up at 
UWI, and with 
CARICOM and with the 
Matalon group, but for 
one reason or the other, 
it all fell through. All 
the things that I would 
have been doing here fell 
through, that’B why I’m 
still in England. 

“I had thought that by 
now I would have been 
settled in my own 
business though.. I 
don't know what 
kind.. .but in my own 
business." 

Right now he and his 
wife run a nursing 
home—“she runs it 
actually," and he is 
involved in community 


relations in radio as well 
as in projects that 
benefit the less 
fortunate. 

LIFE AFTER 
CRICKET 

Soon after he retired 
from world class cricket 
in 1985, his wife asked 
him if he really wanted 
to do this. 

And he said yes. 

“But it doesn't really 
hit you that you’ve left 
the game, until they 
pick a new team and 
your name isn’t on it,” 
he says. 

Still, leaving the field 
did not mean leaving the 
game, for Lloyd, as 
manager, now watches 
from the pavilion and 
still gets the same 
nervous tension curling 
his stomach when 
| things become tight. 

“I’m there for the guys 
! if they ever need me. 1 
| give advice, help them 
with the game, they 
even still call me 
captain,” he said with a 
slight smile. 

HIGHEST 

ACCOLADE 

That is probably the 
highest accolade the 
cricketers could pay to 
the 45-year-old Lloyd, 
for he holds as one of his 
greatest moments, the 
time he heard that he 
had been given the 
captaincy of the team. 

“There is no greater 
athlete than the captain 
of the West Indies 
cricket team because 
you’re in charge of all of 
these people and their 
destiny, basically. You 
give a lift to so many 
people when you win 
and you let a lot of 
people down when you 
lose. And cricket is a 
very, very important 
part of our lives. ” 

Courtaty Clut 


The Wizard Of 
The Dribble 

Sir Stanley Matthews turned 75 on February 1 


T HERE’S never been a 
player like him And 
certainly no-oue can 
hope to equal his re 
markable career 

| Sir Stanley Matth 

ews the first professional footbal 
ler ever to be knighted was not 
only still playing at the age of 50 
he had also never been warned by | 
a referee in 33 years of football 

He was a born gentleman ui an 
age when bad manners on and off 
I the field were already making I 
headlines Not only that this 
quiet and unassuming player was 
, always the first to give his col- 
1 leagues all the credit 

A wiry slightly hunched fi 
gure he dedicated himself to fit¬ 
ness and healthy living Cold 
showers bght meals and an m 
tensive exercise regime kept him 
at peak fitness foi more than three 
decades 

He piactised the game relen 
tlessly He would di tbble the ball 
between sticks to peifetl his body 
swerve aim coiner shots at pieces 
I of papei strategically placed 
around the penalty area and mas 
I tered the 20 yard sprint so that 
no-one could catch him once he 
had the ball 

He epee lalised m drawing tack 
lee to lead a defendei away from 
the goal, rarely scoring himself 
but setting up the majority of 
goals for his team mates 
They called him the wizard of 
the dribble” and even though his 
opponents knew his distinctive 
swerves and shuffles well they 
were at a lose as to how to deal 
with them 

I Said Johnny Carey captain of 


Manchester United in the 1948 
final m which Matthew s team 
Blackpool lost 2 4 Stanley was 
special As he moved towards you 
with the ball you knew almost for 
sure what he was going to do and 
there was almost nothing you 
could do about it j 

His control of the ball was ex 



M 


Sir Stanley the first footballer to 
be knighted 

ceptional and he would be there 
one moment gone the next He 
was the fastest player over a few 
yards that 1 ever saw or played 
against 

Su Stanley was born 75 years 
ago (on Pebruaiy 1) in the Potter 
les the son of a talented amateur 
boxer His lather was a fitness 
fanatic and a very demanding 
man fort ing his son to join in his 
early morning exercises per I 


formed before an open window 
The youngster was football 
mad piactismg endlessly against 
the garden wall with a lubber ball 
even though his fathei wanted 
him to box and tun 

Nothing but the best was good 
enough for Matthews senior who 
told his son that if he really 
wanted to be a footballei he d bet 
ter set his sights on being t 
schoolboy international 

Stank* dutifully oblige Hi 
was play rig for th** si hool b> tlir 
age of i i a id was soon a regular 
on the kngland schoolboy squad 
The manage j of istoki (*t y the 
local professional tiain i uld not 
fail to notice- this nsnp talent 
and Stanley wa-> signed tip as an 
amateui as soon as hi k r t sc hool 
at 15 

Two yiars later hi turn* 1 pro 
fesKional c housing to remui n with 
the c lub which had given him his 
fust break In fact lu stayed with 
Stoke until 1947 hib playing 
rareei interrupted only bv service 
in the RAF during the Second 
World War 

Following his return to civilian 
life however Stanley bought him 
sell a guesthouse in Blackpool as 
financial security for his future 
He lived thert while continuing to 
play at Stoke training on the 
beach m the early mornings in 
stead of at the giound 

Special dispensation was given 
to him for a while but the situa 
tion became difficult and Stanley 
requested a transfer to the Black 
pool team Stoke was shocked 
Fans even packed the town hall 
for an emergency protest 
meeting 


It didn’t work Blackpool hand* 
ed over a £11,500 transfer fee, and 
* ' he played for them for the next 14 
years Blackpool’s fortunes 
soared—the club reached the Cup 
Final three tunes during his stay, 
and Stanley was the man re¬ 
sponsible for them creating vic¬ 
tory out of an almost certain third 
defeat m 1953 

With less than half an hour to 
play, he managed to turn the 
match around from 1 3 down to a 
4-3 triumph over Bolton Wander¬ 
ers Later, he said it had been his 
last chance to carry out the death 
bed wish of his father - that he 
carry home the coveted cup- 
winners medal 


A wiry, slightly 
hunched figure, he 
dedicated himself to 
fitness and healthy 
living, cold showers, 
light meals, and an 
intensive exercise 
regime kept him at peak 
fitness for more than 
three decades 



In 1961 ht returned to Stoke 
lor a mere £2 800 -and general 
rejoicing Hes back' cned the 
local headlines and at his first 
appearance the gate rose from 
9 000 to 36,000 With his help, 
Stoke City played itself right back 
into the first division 
At the same time, Stanley was 
pursuing a successful interna¬ 
tional career He first played for 
lus country aged just J 9 against 
Wales in 1934, took part in 20 of 
the 26 wartime internationals 
played, and won the last of his 56 
caps against Denmark m 1957 


Nevertheless with a golden i 
career that lasted until he was an 
astonishing 50 when pressed to 
recall his favour te mateh hi m 
variably came up witl something 
quite suipnsiiig an impromptu | 
knockabout with Arab and Afri I 
can uubm'' m Zanzibar who 
mobbed hit. ur after a 1 tJ5f> match 
m Daai es Salaam 
Already a CBE oe became the 
first British footballer to be 
knighted when he was made a 
KBE at the age ot 50 shortly be 
fore his xetireme it It was an hon 
oux thought long overdue by hib 


In action for his team Blackpool t 

fans who were awed not just by 
his tali ill but his immaculate In 
havioui hi is probably the only 
jilaver in football History nevei to 
have be«n (autioitd by a irfnee 
much U*s i - si nt off 
I Aftei lu%retirement Sir Stanlev 
! was bnefly general manager of 
I Port Valr but found his real me he 
| as a roving amlwssador for the 
game He spent mam years in 
Malta but now live* in Canada 
with his second wife 

Julio Cock cr oft: PA Nowo Pootwo* i 


be there one moment, gone the next...” 
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SILLYPOINT BY TRISHANKU 


Equipping The New Zealand-Bound 


B tSHAN SINGH 
BED!, theorioket 
manager who bad 
already on tered 
the Guinness Book of 
World Records for the 
number of press 
interviews given by him, 
was not a bit ruffled 
when I approached him 
tor yet another one 
'Those interviews do 
pep me up," he said 
“And 1 am being sought 
after by <U1 the media 
stars Do you know that 
in one day I was 
interviewed by Sheba 
De Dom Morses Kuldip 
Nayar Prein Shankar 
Jha Anuta Malik 
Tavleen Singh Iqbal 
Masud 9 And ] am told 
that Qirilai Jam u> 

Intel sated m having a chat 

with me aftei he acquaints himself with oricket " 

"I only hope that your status m the media does not 
make ray Singh Dungarpur envious,’' 1 said 
Bed! laughed "Oh, we get along quite well,'* he 
said 'Now what exactly do you want to know 9 ! 
mean, what ie your angle 9 

Weil you have covet ed every subject connected 
with the Nr w Zealand tour so thoioughly that there 
is hardly anything left to ask you ’ 2 pointed out 
1 But there is just one remaining ang ie It s about 
providing our ci lcketeis with sweaters tram 
England Was that necessary 9 
Bedi pursed his lips * A good question ignored by 
all others.* he said As you know foi this torn we 
are starting with a new clean slate When we have 
discarded the old and the useless, why can t we 
throw away the old sweaters and replace them with 
good, English ones?' 

"Our wopllen goods manufacturers axe not going 
to like this one bit ” I pointed out "And don’t forget 
that most of them are from Punjab ‘ 

Bedi Spread out his hands in a gesture of 
dismissal. "Listen, Raj and l decided that we will go 
fortgttfcUty After ail we are planning not just for 
tbs tour tof New Zealand, but for the entire decade 
And that nuAiis equipping the team properly 
"A thorough, professional approach ” I said 
"RSj Singh loves everything English,* explained 
Bedi "Including shuffling captains every time a 
tbam is Chosen When I suggested English sweaters, 
he jumped up, embraced me and asked me to go 



“You are a terrific combination "I sard 


Bedi nodded modestly 
“All said and done, the 
English have certain 
positive points I don't 
hke their players all that 
much but as for 
sweaters, they are the 
beet Also vaseline If 

ever I foal that my foam 

needs vaseline, I'd order 
for the XtagMsih brand, 
the Ohe used by John 
Lever in todda” 

"Oh, how can anyone 
forget that 9 " 1 said 
laughing 

'There is also another 
reason for the English 
sweaters," Bedi wwit on 
“Rightly or wrongly, 1 
have this reputation of 
being very strict and all 
that Now, some of the 
kid playei s become cold and stiff 
whenevet they see me ot when I apeak to them 
Their teeth chatter, hands tremble and they have a 
frozen look Now,! really want to protect my team 
and the best way seems to be distributing English 
sweaters to the players " 

“A brilliant idea," I said 

"New Zealand itself can be bitterly coldsaid the 
ci lcketing manager "Over and above that 1 ha ve to 
consider this kind oi reaction among some of the 
players I want active, energetic players not frozen 
.stiffs " 

That was well put, I said 

‘Besides English sweaters I ve ordered some 
English woolhe continued "Those who do not get 
a place in the regular playing eleven will not be 
wasting their time with me as manager They will be 
expected to learn knitting and finish at least two 
pullovers by the tune the tout is over" 

"A brilliant idea," 1 exclaimed 

Bedi nodded with enthusiasm ‘‘Mind you, I have 
warned the players about certain issues For 
instance, I have coined a team song, 

‘Me.m sweater ham Angregi, 

Jhootaa haul Australian! 

Sturpe blue topi Hong Konfi 

Phirbi khelaa ham Hindustani’ 

That means, however they are attired, they will 
play like Indians * 

I nodded “Naturally," I said "And come back 
without a single wm. Thanks to Dungarpur and 
Co" 
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This is the story of the SidcJis, a negroid tribe that have settled in India. They 
are, by their inheritance, naturally inclined towards athletics. The Sports 
Authority of India (SAD have undertaken a programme to encourage their 

potential. 


W HERE the lion roars, panthers 

prowl and hyenas scavenge, IncLa s 
adolescent athletic hopefuls reside 
and play The place is the Gir Lion 
Sanctuary in Junagarh Gujarat 
and the budding athletes hail from 
theSiddi tribe TheSiddis Gujarati-speaking tribe 
of African descent, are found in two areas, three 
taluks in Karnataka and certain districts in 
Gqjarat 

Since 1988,11 Siddis m Gandhinagar and 30 (16 
boys and 14 girls) m Bangalore are being trained for 
excellence in the middle distance events The 
Gandhinagar coach R Sunderaju says “By 1994 
the Siddis should dominate the 400 and 800 metres 
both m the men’s and women’s seotions in India ” 
The intensive training is being financed by the 
Special Area Games (SAG) wing of the Sports 
Authority of India (SAI ) The project officer attached 
to this, B V P Kao says, * the Siddis have a proven 
genetic advantage and so a long-term ooachmg 
scheme fits into the parameters of our scheme 
Sociologists have two theories on ‘ the origin of 
the Siddis The more acceptable one ie that they were 
brought as personal bodyguards from Abbyssama 
(now Ft hiopia) by the Delhi Sultanate in the twelfth 
century Some of them settled in India and survived 
as agricultural labourers and hunters Another 
theoi y is that they were part of a detachment of 
slaves, shipwrecked near Gujarat and Karnataka 
and so settled m the nearby forests 
Inspite of their African hnks the Siddis are now 
lndiamsed in dress language and food habits Rut 
they retain their rhythm (visible in their vibrant 
community dance, ‘Damal ) and athletic ability 
which is true to their roots Genetic advantage is 
there It is a question of spotting and identifying 
talent and then nurturing them The SAI are on the 

Siddi hopefuls gather at the start of the 600 metres 
run In order to get selected 


r ■J* 
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flaflq Makwana: his timings 
speak for themselves 

right track and at long last Indian athletics' talent 
hunt has borne fruit. The ITC have granted Rs. 1 
crore to the AAFI for a long-term development 
programme. The SAG wing of the SAI are 
concentrating on the Siddis in a scheme akin to the 
'Homes of Sports’ schemes of China. The SAG have 













proved that such schemes can work in sports such 
as archery, Limba Ram's silver medal in the Asian 
meet is testimony. Maybe it can work in athletics 
also. As BVP Rao says “The chosen Siddi athletes 
are becoming role models in their villages. They 
have gained weight at an average of eight kgs due 
to a nutritious diet, dress smartly and get a stipend 
of Rs. 150 monthly. This adds to the family income. 
Instead of being a forgotten tribe, the Siddis now 
have a stake in the system. At least for the chosen 
A few of the Siddi childre n who 
assembled for the second talent 
hunt In Junagadh 


THE WAY THEY ARE 




athletes it is a chanoe of upward social mobility. So 
the money spent on Siddi athletes has a dual 
advantage, social progress and developing athletic 
talent. 

Even as teenagers with barely a yearstraining, 
several Siddis have revealed immense potential. The 
talent hunt in the Gujarat region was first held in 
April 1988, when they were totally unaware of 
athletics. Sixty-three Siddi boys and girls were 
chosen, after an assessment camp, 11 got selected 
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labour by now, Murlmaia ndwA-thoderh teenager. 




ininternatjonala^ietice. Hertoienicdd.isofeil 
rflmaWdUhHdw%-'k^T; T?sh. . 

: Raflqhail ftom JsiAurfc village to 
forest. Till the village waa eleotitQed six years ago., 
liona prowled intheidoin^ 
his brothers are agrtouyfoural labours 
he left for bis village for &0 days, in the middled! 
training. He has yet to get used fo spikes. But coach . 
8underBjusayB, “once Ra£iq gets over the problems 
of adjustment, he has immense potential, king 
strideeandpowertosucoeedintheAOOandSOO 
metres." 

r ' Mehboob Ismail is another promising400 and 800 
Metres runner. He was a silver medallist in the BOO 

Birwan village, from a farailybf agricultural 
labourers, he is now a hero in his village. For the 




















Fourtaan-yaar-oW 400m prodigy Murlm* HutMlft: 

second talent hunt in Gujarat, Mehboob returned to 
Sirwan and brought twelve aspirants with him 
Rafiq brought 40 children with him from Jamurb. 

Motiben Hyder Darzada has no speed but can run 
all day It ub natural stamina says her coach So he 
has made her a 10,000 metres runner. Without 


athtoftwlpwtwea s g ^ 
the ffi rfd o Biiaach gt nlQw But 

aooardingtdSV.P. Bap, thsoMst promising Suldi 
is iraaigfety«ftroM flirt 

3000A.D. she wiU be twenty yelue old and ready 

Aw jsSja warnttriwal iWbimUHwi ShSSlOOkS 1:40 itt the 
dOOttflAfttiL A&MiWl jrfbltftft,, 
la *be yowa* SWdi* from the 

ageofciglftf^ttiWMtf* w# twtataf daily. 
Community Ittadef YbmdfetiiU says, "S*ddi youth are 
inspired by theSAI adbetteaadt •» ltei«itortm.“ 
ThareaultoaaWavidaatJtortfe*^^^ 
held before RepubUoDey,4ft&dh^ 

12-14 years age group participated, they 
underwent six ipdu teste deviesd to aioertain < 
their potential. Thirty bcfsaed IS girts were * 
aeluct^fbr anaoaaaajii^t admpccunmexicmgilttdtt 
l^ruarytoMarch-Th»aimistn«eleci80^disof 
pote nt ial and trainthem for toaryeara at 
Gandhinagar. <, 

TheSiddis at Gandhinagar Gujarati •pdalridg 
Muslims, of African descent.being fcraiB,§£Jby the 
secular R. Sunderiyu, aSouth IniiUJinerrted to* 
Punjabi and aMaidsnttcdt3h4|sn^ 18 peer*. An 

apt representation of unity in‘div*r*tty in Indian 

fiovy 



for intensive training at Gandhinagar The training 
commented on August 10,1988 
As coach R Runderaju explains, “For one year I 
com potrated on conditiomng (so that their bodies 
could take any workload), developed their running 
styles and explained tactics With just three months 
of track work, t lght Siddi athletes won 11 medals in 
tnoir first national level competition, the West Zone 
Ju rut ir Championships at Pune ” 

It is not the medals but the impressive timings 
whu h reveal their obvious potential Fifteen year 
old Rafiq Makwana, a sinewy and lanky youth has 
already gone below two minutes in the 800 metres 
and 52 seconds m the 400 metres Even more 
reinarkable is the performance of 14-year-old 
Munma Jubeda Hussain having already timed 60 
seconds in the 400 meters In the recent trials for 
the 4x400 metres relay squad for the 
Commonwealth Games, the timings of Sajida 
Begum and Shantunol Philips was m the 58 seconds 
region They are trained athletes with years of 
experience Jubeda has just three months of track 
experience Yet, she is already nearing the best m 
India As coach Sunderaju says, “With four years of 
hard work, Munma could easily go below 52 
seconds and reach international class " The message 
is clear the Siddis are moving m the fast lane 
Novy Kapadia 
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' Shy and demure. A long lime ago 

A Hlack Ik White photograph 112ft 
has that timeless quality. 

A menu >ry bee<nnes a legacy. Q 
1 can almost imagine how shy Man was. 


H 1 N I> r S I A X • P II 0 T 0 • F I I. M S • M F G • C 0 • l T 1) 







Cuban nightmares 


!+*f**r 



Tfa» sporty kind 


•F you think that Commonwealth Games 
■ freed problems, you’ve got another think 
JLximing l^or political troubles, take a look at 
the Pan Am Gama* to be held next year 
They will be held in (hold your breath!) Cuba 
Already they have dropped one sport, mneprn 
bawling of all thing* Reason 9 Cannot get the 
equipment from the U S off A This is not the 
only problem to spring from the eoonomic 
sanctions first imposed against Cuba in the 
Sixties The Games people can't get drug 
testing equipment from the States either, and 
wharf would modern sport be without that In 
an unsporting situation, methinks 
Furthermore, as things stand, coverage fay 


the American TV network, ABC, is barred by 
law However, the US is likely to field the 
largest contingent of athletes fm sure there is 
some logic behind all this, but it is beyond my 
comprehension at present Thank you' 


They love Mac 


The Aussies do! 


ERE 18 some 
feedback on 
Jdhn McEnroe's 
infamous dismissal 
from the Aussie Open 
in Melbourne Brat he 
may bt, but the poor 
old soul still has a few 
faithfuls rootm lox 
ium 

Mary Evans who 
had come 250 miles 
(440 km*.) by bus 
said, "I'm ashamed to 
be an Australian We 
still don't know why 


it happened We can't 
see what he did 
wrong "Strikeone 
for John 

It seems that Mac's 
swearing at officials 
could not be heal A by 
spectators Ian 
Welsh, an Australian 
tennis professional 
who arrived with 00 
junior players called 
it a disgrace’ 
“McEnroe s famous 
for bad behaviour but 
people have the right 
to see him play He 
said Strike two for 
John 

Klaus Randowol 
West Berlin said he 
and his wife were 
'terribly 

disappointed He is 
the most famous 
player In ttye* world 
and it was a bad time 
fbr the umpire to call 
call him “Three 
8tr.k.e»' Verout, Ref! 




Good old Geoff 


As coach 



J^BOFFREY 
I «■> Boycott is set to 
become the 
greatest oricket ooach 
in the history of the 
game Fe w people 
have given so much 
thought and devotion 
to the art and science 
of batting, and old 
Geoffrey seems to 
have set his 
traditional secrecy 
aside 

He has, besides 
helping the England 
team, also, 
impartially enough, 
helped Australia's 
Dean Jones to bat so 
_ J well 


Said he, "I told Jonee that if he had my 
brains and his ability he would make a real 
‘mean’ batsman ” (Shades of old Geoffrey, 
allnghtj '1 told thin, ’ he continued,“that he got 
himself out more often than the bowler did, 
and that’B criminal * 

It won’t be very long before we get to know 
the results of the training imparted fay 
Geoffrey to the English youngsters Gotta see, 
if they run away from the quickies, or meet the 
ball ‘square on the face’ 


A RACIST 


With a kink 


D ENVER Broncos' owner Pat Bowler it 
seems has got a kinky racial streak m 
him 

He recently apologised for offending a 
Chinese American group by using the term 
"Chinaman” while joking about a black San 
Franoisco 49ers player 
Bowler explained It as a tongue-in-cheek 
assessment of the San Francisco team Saying 
“Those guys have got a great owner They’ve 
got God for a Quarterback They’ve got a 
Chinaman who plays wide receiver and whose 
feet never touqh the ground ” 

Bowler, when asked what he meant, said, 
"That Chinese gpy What’s his name 9 Rice 9 ” 
referring to Jerry Rice, who is black 
A group called Chinese for Affirmative Action 
demanded an apology Bowler duly complied 















READERS’QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

•1 Only two athletes 
retained their titles in the 
Seoul Olympic Games, 
which they had won in 
the Los Angeles 
Olympics One was Carl 
Lewis, who was the 
other’ 

•2 As far as the 
Olympics are 
concerned, Indian 
women have been 
taking part since 1952 
But after 32 years, an 
Indian woman reached 
the semifinal of an 
Olympic event in 1984 at 
the Los Angeles 
Olympic Games Who is 
she’ 

•3 Which great athlete 
was called The first lady 
of track and field’’ 

4 Name this 
distinguished player, 
who has the unique feat 
of winning the best 
player award at both the 
World Junior Football 
championships and 
World Cup football 

5 He was banned fiom 
playing for his country’s 
soccer team following 

i the publication of his 
autobiography 'Kickoff' 
which contained 
allegations that many 
players of his 


took drugs 
Who is he’ 
i 6 Which is the only 
{ country that failed to win 
i a single gold medal as 
| host to the Olympic 
1 Games’ 

j 7 What was unique 
I about the very first ball 
bowled in the Reliance 
Cup cricket final’ 

8 Who was the 
single-handed famous 
1 Test umpire from 
England’ His right arm 
had been amputed’ 

1 9 For what sporting event 
is *K Raghuramaiah 
, Trophy’ awarded 
i .10 To whom is the 
‘ Egypt Cup’ awarded at i 

{ the world table tennis j 

i championships’ I 

1 1 11 They are the only I 

brothers to have won j 

Olympic boxing golds 
and world heavyweight 
titles Identify them 
I *12 How was the boxer 
j Walker Smith better 
known’ 

I 13 Prakash Padukone 
i won the prestigious 
men’s singles at the All 
England badminton 
championships in 1980 
| to become the first ever 
Indian to do so Whom 
did he defeat to achieve 
this unique feat’ 


YOUR RATING TESTI 


BELOW 4: Read Sportsworld more regularly 
BETWEEN 5 AND 9: You probably do read but 
forqet faster 

ABOVE 9: You re a sports buff 
ALL 13: Sit on the next sports quir 


Note Give yourself a point for each correct 
answer 


ANSWERS 

1. Roger Kingdom, USA 
(110 m hurdles). 

2. Shiny Abraham, who 
reached the semifinal of the 
800 m. 

3. ‘Fanny’ Blankers Koen 
(Holland), she won 4 gold 
medals at London Olympics 
in 1908 and became the hr; 
woman to do so, 

4. Diego Armando 
Maradona (Argentina) who 
won it in 1979 and 1986 


st 


resi 


spectively. 

5. Herald Schumacher, who 
was the goalkeeper of 
runners up West German 
team of Mexico World Cup. 

6. Canada, Montreal 
Olympics (1976) 

7. It was a no ball' 

8. Frank Chester. 

9 Winners of the cricket 
match between the 
Loksabha and Rajyasabha, 
which is held annually. 

10, To the host country of 
the world table tennis 
championship. The host 
country keeps it till the next 
championship, 

11. Leon Spinks and Michael 
Spinks, won the light 
heavyweight and middle 
weight golds respectively in 
197o. Leon defeated 
Muhammad Ali in 1978, 


le 


while Michael upset Larry 
Holmes in 1985 to clinch tn 
world heavyweight title. 

12. Sugar Ray Robinson 
(USA). 

13. LiemSwieKmg 
(Indonesia). 


Thla quiz hae been compiled 

by MOHAN KUMAR 

AGRAWAL 

C/o Harl Ram Agrawal, 

Ward No. 1, 

P.O. Bargarh 788028, 
Orlaaa. 
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C ountry from which world 
no 4 2 na Garrison gets 
most of her fan mail West 
Germany 

P layer that Steffi Graf 
solicited as a practice 
partner for the entire 1988 
U S Open 15-year-old Tommy 
Ho 

R anking of Ilie Nastase’s and 
Ion Tiriac’s autobiography 
(“It Would Have Been 
Beautiful’*) on the Romanian 
best-seller hst No 1 for two 
years 

W hat eccentric Art Larsen, 
the 1950U S champion 
used to do when he changed 
sides during a match He 
tapped his opponent 

H ow John McEnroe described 
his having to play Ivan 
Lendl and Bons Becker m 
consecutive matches at tne 
1989 Masters tournament 
“It’s like a fixing squad ” 

W here 18 year-old Soviet 
standout Natalia 7\ereva, 
a week after she got her 
driver’s license, parked her 
loanei Mercedes m Chicago 
On the sidewalk m 1 ront of her 
hotel 

N umber of football, 
basketball, baseball, 
hockey and soccer playei s 
combined who were named bv 
the International Federation of 
Body Builders among its 20 
honourees foi “Most 
Outstanding Physiques of the 
’80s” 2 

N umber of tennis players 
named 3 (Steffi Graf, 
Martina Navratilova and P an 
Lendl) 

W hat doubles standout Ken 
Flach says he majored m 
at Southern Illinois 
University “Tennis and 
pizza ” 


H ow Andre Agassi says he 
will be in 1990 “Very 
straightforward, sincere and 
honest ” 
















W ho Martina Navratilova 
wants to be in her next 


; life Basketball superstar 
I Michael Jordan _ 

O nly men’s doubles teams 
that have won more than 10 
Grand Pr i\ titles m a year 
during the Open ei a John 
Mchm oe and Petei Fleming 
(15 m 1979), Frew McMillan 
and Bob Hew »tt (11 m 1977) i 

N umber of times that South 
Africans McMillan and 
Hewitt, one of the world’s top 
doubles teams from 1%6 to 
1980, had dinner 
together— excluding Davis 
Cup team meals when the} had 
to 0 


W hat 1960s Austr alian star 
Fred Stolle says is “80 per 
cent of the game on the sen c 
and e\ erv other stroke” 
Shoulder turn 

W hat leading Spanish tumor 
player, Franc Bosch, 
humorously listed as his hobby 
in ins Orange Bowl 
Championships player 
biography Sex _ 

N umber of Swedish "~ 1 

journalists who covered 
the 1989 Masters tournament 
m New York*—which Sweden’s 
Stefan Gdberg won by beating 
Ivan Lendl and Boris Becker 0 
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Piquet (pictured In the Lotu» on | i| 
right)wiii be piloting the Benetton |y 
(shown here) in the 1990 season |< 
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WORLD SOCCER TEAMS 





WTO 




ODAY, 
Colombia is 
being labelled 
as ‘The land 
ol football 
and scandal 
where 
“cot dine 
football does 
notmeiely 
survive Itflounshes' 

Till the late Eighties 
Colombian football was 
almost a joke m 
compai ison with its 
neiglibouis Bogota was 
the hub ot this 
modioci lty And 
scandal Including The 
Bobby Moot s sc audal of 
May 1970 whcntht 
Bi dish football captain 
was act used of stealing 
an <- ighteon cat at 
bi acelet of gold trom 
FuegoVerdt aiewelleiy 
shop 

A place whei c mightv 
diug barons cultivating 
and ti tffickmg lllu it 
di ugs tei i oi isc then 
opponents and invest in 
pi oil ssional football 
With a violent lustoi v 
of independence and 
cmlwaib followed bv 
the pi esent tui bulenct 
the economy has 
developed steadily So 
has its pi ofessional 
football' 

In 1948 a 

professional league got 
started In 1850 a rebel 
league flourished foi 
foui seasons betore 
being disbanded m 
1953 Theie was a lot of 
money ui it It sucked in 
100 pi os horn 
Argentina which 
included Alfi edo di 


Stefano, Hecter Rial 
Angel Labruna Nestor 
Rossi and the “maestro 
Adolfo Pedernera 
The next the world 
heard of Colombian 
football was in the 1962 
World Cup Colombia 
qualified at Peri’s 
expense Itisawondei 
today that pro football 
suivives The 
Government is 
investigating into 
megulanties of the 15 


pro clubs Piofitsfrom 
drugs have long been 
suspected of being 
channelled through 
clubs In January 1989 
a referee was kidnapped 
for 24 hours Match 
fixing like drug money 
is an open secret 
In 1987 Colombia lost 
to Portugal (the ultimate 
winners) in the 
quarter-finals of the 
Woi Id Youth Cup staged 
in Chile 


In 1989, after an 
eternity of 27 years, 
Colombia is back in the 
World Cup with a 
vengeance Said the 
excited national team 
manager Francisco 
Mataruna 1 am 
especially pleased 
because we can show the 
woxld that there is much 
more to Colombia than 
the stones of poverty 
and drugs would have 
the rest of the wor d 


A young side, presently en a high'. The* star 
striker oer loss Vetderrame to 

equaUirtgftKtrems 
right). _ , 














behave We are a happy 
people ” 

Their qualification 
for World Cup 1900 is no 
surprise The Colombian 
clubs are so rich, that 
they have become the 
biggest importers of 
South American 
footballers Twenty 
Argentines play m the 
league America of Cali 
were beaten finalists in 
the Copa Libertadorea, 
for 3 years running 
1986,1086 and 1987 In 
1989 Nacional of 
Medellin became the 
champion club of South 
America 

This is the club that 
Mr Maturana manages 
And which provides 
eight of the national 
eleven So he has eight 



plasters directly under 
his charge He held this 
post when Colombia 
finished an unlucky 
third in the 1987 Copa 
America Experts then 
rated Colombia, the 
finest national side in 
South America But they 
disappointed in the 1989 
Copa America, when 
great things were 
expected from them 
In goalkeeper Rene 
Higuita Colombia has 
the freakiest footballer 
in the world He’s more 
than ci azy He’s Ramon 
Quiroga and Hug Gatti 
to the power of ten He 


rushes out and plays as 
defender Takes penalty 
kicks And scores from 
them! One-man football 
revolution' And he’s 
only 23 He's going to be 
big news in Italy 1990 

In Luis Carlos Perea 
Colombia has a defender 
who is a tough one to 
beat 

But Carlos 
Valder rama in the 
midfield is the star of 
Colombia and South 
America He looks like 
an African lion with his 
long blond hair, and 
thick short moustache 
He was voted 1987 
player of the year ui 



South America and is 
going strong with 
Montpelier of Prance 
In defence, supporting 
sweeper Perea, are 
Gilardo Gomez (24), the 
elegant Andrea Esoobar 
(22) and the promising 
Leon Fernando Villa (30) 
- all three from 
Nacional 
In the midfield, 
Nacional provide two 
regulars in Felipe Perez 
(22) and Leonal Alvarez, 
who is expected to do 
very well in Italy 
John Jairo Trellez is 
the most consistent 
striker who represented 
Colombia at the youth 
level and is only 22, 
Albeiro Usui naga is th 1 
right wmgei flashy and 
inconsistent used 
mamlv as a substitute 
The rest of this 
exnting attacking and 
technical squad will be 
foi med by players from 
America Cali 
Millionarios Bogota and 
Desportivo Cali Players 
like Sergio Angulo 
Alvarc z Iguaran 
Cabiera Hernandez 
Hoyos Redin and others 
This team like some 
others still finds it hard 
to split a tight defence 
But with a «t team and 
style Mr Matuianaisa 
contented man All he 
m*eds is Carlos 
Valderrama who is not 
a Nacional Medellin 
ola/ei He is confident 
that Montpelier (France) 
will i t-lsase him m time 
Colombia is ti a veiling 
to Italy without any 
inferiority complex As 
one of the best South 
American squads now it 
should g ve the 
Yugoslavs Carmans 
arid the 1J At much 
moi e than a headat he *n 
Group D Oi else it 
would be a big failure 


ly P»ll»b Muhury 










G RAND PRIX racing's comeback to the Capital 
this year eomehow aeeraed shorn of the 
fanfare that goes with this high speed sport 
Not many, apart from those who would rather 
breathe exhaust fumes than the trtenle oxygen 
provided by nature, were even aware of the 
happening until high-pitched whmea filled the air 
ae six categories for the bikes and five for oars 
covered everything ftom 80 oc mopeds onwards 
Pot those watching over the spiraling 
developments in the Indian automotive industry 
the highly modified SSOoo Escorts Yamaha twin 
cyhndei bikes and the single-seater formula racers 
powered by the Maruti 800 engine held special 
interest While nine foreign production 250oc 
racing bikes straddled by some of the finest riders 
from UK and FRO catered to those wanting a taste of 
real high-gear racing 

Running a close contest in the modified end 
unmodified I00to350u classes were Team TVS 
Suzuki ajpd the RX100 fonatioTeam Tantex While 
i aoeeQurmmderSmgh bubhaeh Chandra Bose and 
Sbyam Kothan rode for 1 VS, R Devendra Rohit 
Aioraand M R Rajkumai put in a formidable 
opposition foi 1 t-am 1 ant ex With Bose having 
recently defected over from Tantex to TVS, the 
traditional needle match between these two teams 
was somewhat weighed m favour of the latter The 
only place where the Yamahas could bag top honour 
was in the 268 30occ class with no competition at 
all 

Stock car races, a piodoinmantly Maruti 800 
event, gave dr tvers like Akshaya Slnghama, Motut 
Pun and Satmdor Singh a chance to prove their 
mettle on this new turf Evidently, gems are the days 
when 75 year old battle-axes like Jangoo Nicholson 




ji L* r" 


LJ#* " * 


A. 


f 





took on, boys one-third hie age at par 


Demonstrating what skilled ciaflsmaiiship can 
do. Kanvardhan's Mar ut» engine powen d 
indigenous Formula Racing Cars took to the tr ack 
like a storm Watching these sleek little monster s 
screaming around the traok at speeds well above ( 

100 kmph must have given the posted traffic 
policemen ulcers for not being able to r kalian them 
their love for Mai utis being what it is Albeit still a 
far cry from the zeal thing, these miniature* 
certainly represented the top foi in of the Indian 
automotive technology 

The Air India Grand Prix for foreign produc tion 
racing bikes of SbOcc capacity was the stellar event I 
of the day, ae usual England’s Robert Ot mi* and 
Tom Mutton, both making abig name lor 
themselves in the European circuits, and Hans i 

Becker, the curt ent German champ* >n r iding a I 

1980 model Yamaha TZ 250 seen for the in at turn 
on a race track gave a spell binding display of I 
ndmg ability Ormo finally managing to get his I 
own back from Mark Westmorland who had 
snatched the trophy m a neck to neck c ontest at the 
Juhu raoes a couple ot weeks ago 

Curious Delhntes lined along the track and traffic 
jammed at the adjoining flyover as motorists 
stepped to catch a bird's eye view of these 
magnificent men and their machines Even the 
airport staff could be seen crowding the 
control-tower gallery soon ae it was discovered to be | 
the best seat In the house, not that the stands, vme 
all full Those who had ventured out of their houses 
on this Sunday morning, at the cost of the 
Mahabharstand its clonoa oeilamly got their 
money's worth watching these daredevils 

Twrt and ph o t o graphs by KurowSfcs^ 
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O N THE FACE of 
it, England’s 
prospects in the 
forthcoming Test 
series in West Indies are 
slightly less rosy than 
the proverbial 
snowflake's chances in 
Hell. West Indies have 
won the last six series 
against England, two of 
them 5-0 ’maximums', 
and have not lost a home 
rubber since lan 
Chappell’s Australians 
won 2-0 in 1972-73, 
distant days when the 
four-man pace attack , 
was just a glint in Clive 
Lloyd’s eye. 

England's last visit, in 
1980-86. started with 
optimism caused by a 
crushing Ashes victory 
at home againBt Allan 
Border’s Australians. 
The optimism was 
misplaced, however, as 
England lurched to a 5-0 
series defeat in the 
Caribbean. This time, 
England are 
undertaking the tour 
after one of the most 
demoralising seasons on 
record, and, in the eyes 
of many, have 
handicapped themselves 
by leaving two of their 
best players—Gower and 
Botham—at home. 

The story of the coming 
weeks? Or will Gooch 
make Richards ‘grovel’? 
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That said, wouldn’t it 
have been a better idea to 
have avoided a beating 
by postponing the tour, 
to allow the battered 
England side time to 
rebuild 9 Australia's 
authorities, after all, 
decided a year or two 
ago that their 
youngsters weren’t 
ready for a mauling by 
Marshall & Co . and put 
off their scheduled tour 
of West Indies now, 
having turned m some 
vastly improved 
performances the 
Australians lee] 
themselves to be m a 
position toe hallonge 

Cancelling the toui, 
howevei is hardly likely 
to have been disc ussed 
sis a serious option by 
theTVTB t'vr n though 
touisof West Indies are 
hardly great 
monevspinners given 
the high eost of ! 

transportation and j 

as eornmodal ion . 

England sr hosen 1 it j 
will have to go into the 
l'ons dt n the first < lash 
corning with two 
one day internationals ! 
us Trinidad on March 14 I 
sund IV 

England s warm up 
i for the serious . 

business - five Tests and j 
five one-day games —is , 
hardly comprehensive I 
Two three da\ matches ' 
start off 1 he tour, but 1 
once the internationals 
get under way there aie 
only two more minor 
matches, plus a tour day 
match against a 
President’s XI which is 
likelv to be packed with 
tin ee or four fast , 

tv iwlers anxious to prove 
t hemselves worth a Test 1 
chance- - hardly a rest 
cure I 

A few jewels glimmei 
howevei. m this 
generally gloomy 
^ picture All the England 
batsmen are fine 


FtbfrS v imm A 
INTERNATION At. (Port-of-Sp«ifi, 


17 SECOND ONE-DAY 
INTERNATIONAL (Port-of-Spaln) 
19-21 v Jamaica (Kingston) 
24-March 1 FIRS 


TCH 


3 THIRD ONE-DAY 
INTERNATIONAL (Ktagitotl) 

6 FOURTH ONE-DAY 
INTERNATIONAL (Georgetown, 


9*14 SECOND TEST MATCH 
(Georgetown) 

17-20 v President's XI (Guaracera 


Perk 

23-S 


Trinidad) 

THIRD TEST MATCH 


v Barbados (Bridget 
NE-DAYINTERNATK 


jetown) 

TIONAl 


5-10 FOURTH TEST MATCH 
(Bridgetown) 

12-17 FIFTH TEST MATCH (St 
John's, Antigua). 


strikers of the ball the 
probable Test batting 
order of Gooch, Larkins, 
Bailey. Smith, Lamband 
Hussain or Stewart will 
provide what runs they 
can obtain at a fair rate 
while Capel and 
IVKmtas will not hang 
around either, although 
there must be doubts 
about their ability to 
score runs against the 
constant diet ol fasl 
bowling they are likely 
to face 

The selectors have also 
been brave m elet tmg to 
travel with 10 
recognised eserve 
opener The centre 
pages of this magazine 
last month catalogued 
the mjuues caused l»y 


the West Indian last 
men, and rathei too 
many ot the injured 
pa * t ies were opening 
batsmen for the liking of 
Gooch and Lai kins who 
are being expected to do 
duty in ail tiie major 
mah lies With only 
Bailey and Stewart ot 
the other batBmen 
having had a nodding 
acquaintance with the 
opening berths it will 
not In part leularly 
surp; lsmg to find a 
reinforcement - in the 
shape of John 
Stephenson, Mu nael 
Athei ton or Darren 
Bieknell—arriving 
hotfoot from Zimbabwe 
m mid tout 
Jack Russell, 


England’s unlikely 
batting hero of 1989, 
will be expected to grind 
out a few runs, though 
ho will exceed 
expectations if he 
manages to repeat his 
characterful century at 
Old Trafford last year 
Barring injury or an 
unlikely loss of lorm, 
Russell will take the j 
gloves for all the Tests, 
with his deputy Stewart | 
perhaps taking over for | 
the one-day fixtures 
The selection of I 

England’s fast bowlers | 
clearly indicates a wish 1 
to ‘fight fn e wit h fire’ 1 
England’s answer to 
four Wes* Indian fast , 
bowlers is four West 
Indian-torn fast i 

bowlers in DePreita > 
Small Ellcnck and , 
Malcolm The first pan , 
are alinsol seasoned 
toui isis now, but the , 


• solution of the other two 
is a calc ulated gamble 
Barbados born Lllcock 
suffered with an injured 
back before impressing 
with Middlesex m the 
second half of the 1989 
season, while Malcolm, 


i 


orginally from Jamaica. 1 
has undoubted |>ace but 
is ex casionally decidedly 
wayward, it having been 
rather uncharitably said 
m the past that his first 
slip was often m mon* 
danger than the 
batsman 

If the shock bowlers 
fail to break through 
the bowling ‘find’ of 
1 989. Angus Fraser 
will be on hand to bottle 















sheer pace. 

England’s spin 
department is in the 
hands of veteran Eddie 
HemmingB, 41 this 
month, and the cheery, 
uncapped Surrey 
left-armer Keith 
Medlycott. At this stage 
it seems likely that the 
older man will get the 
nod in the Test, 
although both may 
feature at Port-of-Spain, 
where the pitch 
historically has helped 
the slow men in the past 
(Tony Greig, sending 
down his offcutters, 
took 13 wickets there in 
1973-74 as England 
recorded their last Test 
victory to date against 
West Indies). 

What, though, of West 
Indies, the formidable 
favourites? The batting 
order will have a 
familiar look, with the 
old firm of Greenidge 
and Haynes at the top, 
Greenidge having ended 
any doubt about his own 
participation by cutting 
short a club engagement 
in Australia. 

Richardson, Logie and 
captain Richards will 
occupy three of the 
batting slots, leaving 
one position to be fought 
for by a fit-again Carl 
Hooper, Carlisle Best, 
Keith Arthurton, and 
less familiar names like : 
Trinidad’s Brian Lara, j 
Delroy Morgan 
(Jamaica) or Sudesh ! 
Dhaniram of Guyana. 

There were signs 
during the Nehru Cup 
that Jeff Dujon's 
wicketkeeping was 
declining, but his 
batting is likely to keep 
him in the side. He will 
have to look to his 
laurels, however, with 
his faithful deputy of 
recent tours, tiny David 

Gladstone Small has 
many hours of hard 
bowling ahead of him 


THE TEAM 

I * 



Williams, and the 
Windward Islander 
Junior Murray (bearer 
of a famous name 
among West Indian 
wicketkeepers) in line 
for a call-up if Dujon's 
decline is not a 
temporary hiccup. 

In the fast-bowling 
department the home 
team's selectors are in 
the comfortable position 
of being able to perm 
any four names from 
seven or eight 
contenders. Before the 
tour, the likely pecking 
order among the quicks 
seemed to be Marshall, 
Ambrose, Walsh, 

Bishop. Benjamin, 
Patterson, Baptiste, 
Ferris...with more 
besides in reserve. 
Although Franklyn 
Stephenson has applied 
to the West Indian Board 
for reinstatement after 
the life bans imposed on 
those players who 
visited South Africa 
were lifted, it iB unlikely 
that he will find a place 
in the Test side, 
although he and former 
’rebel’ tour colleagues 


PATRICK E«OAR 


Faoud Bacchus and Ezra 
Moseley will probably be 
considered for domestic 
matches. 

There are some new 
names, too, in West 
Indies’ thinly-populated 
spin department. 
Jamaican Robert 
Haynes made an 
unspectacular start to 
his international career 
during the Nehru Cup, 
while another 
legspinner, Rajendra 
Dhanraj of Trinidad, is 
highly regarded. It will 
be a major surprise, 
however, if any of these 
or the two Guyanese 
offspinners, Roger 
Harper and Clyde Butts, 
plays more than a 
fleeting part in the 
series. 

One interesting aspect 
of the series will be the 
fact that, for the first 
time, viewers in 
England equipped with 
the necessary satellite 
paraphernalia will be 
able to watch all the play 
live, while those with the 
more traditional 
earthbound TV 
equipment will be able to 
watch edited highlights, 
in itself a vast 
improvement on the 
coverage from previous 
tours. 

Now for the 

crystal-ball-gazing. Ian 
Botham said ‘In my 
heart I wish the boys 
well, but my brain tells 
me 5-0’, and while I don’t 
think that England will 
suffer another 
‘blackwash’, it is hard to 
suggest an England 
series victory with 
anything but false 
optimism. However, the 
1980s were without 
doubt the decade of the 
West Indies fast bowlers, 
so perhaps it's time for a 
change: maybe the 
1990s will be the decade 
of England’s West 
Indian fast bowlers. 
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National Events 


football Final of Rovers 
Sup Bombay Feb 7 15th 
Ml India Mohan Kumar 
xmanglam Hind Zinc 
ournament Zawar Mines 
tear Udaipur Jan 2b to 
s eb 5 9th Nai Duma 
ournament Indore Feb 8 
o 23 bast Zone Federa 
:ionCup Sibsagar Assam 
r eb 22 onwards 
Soli All India Junior 
Amateurs and All India 
sub juniors Bombay Feb 
I to 4 Charminar Chal 
enge Open United Ser 
/tees Club Bombay Feb 
15 to 18 Prize money 
worth Rs 75 000 BPGC 
Dpen Bombay Presidency 
3olf Club Feb 22 25 
®rize money worth Rs 
100 000 

Table Tennis North Zone 
championships Hissar 
Haryana Feb 5- 8 Cen 
:ral Zone championships 
fymer Feb 10-14 
Tennis Satellite Masters 
Chandigarh Feb 12—18 
Ml India Inter Zonal Uni 
/ersity Championships 
Dhanbad Jan 31 to Feb 
4 

Badminton All India Inter 
Institutional Cham 
oionships Durgaour Feb 
11—15 

Ubieties Indira Marathon 
Allahbad Feb 4 
Hockey Final of Oujarmal 
Modi Memorial Tourna 
ment Sports Stadium 
Meerut Feb 4 
Volleyball Federation Cup 
Gajsmghpur Rajasthan 
Feb 18- 25 

Netball 2nd Asian 
Womens Championships 
Delhi Feb 23—27 
Cricket Ran|i Trophy pre 
quarter finals Feb 2 to 5 
Ranji Trophy quarter finals 
Feb 16—19 Vijay Hazare 
Trophy Cuttack February 
4 onwards 


international Events 


Hockey 7th World Cup La¬ 
hore Feb 12 -23 12 


teams to participate Pool 
A consists of India Argen¬ 
tina Australia France 
Netherlands and USSR 
Pool B consists of Cana 
da England West Ger 
many Ireland Pakistan 
and Spain The following is 
the schedule Feb 12 India 
vs USSR Pakistan vs 
Spam Ho>'and vs France 
and li eland vs England 
Feb 13 Australia vs 
Argentina Holland vs 
USSR West Germany vs 
Canada and Pakistan vs 
Ireland Feb 14 India vs 
Argentina France vs Au 
stralia England vs Cana 
da West Germany vs 
Spam Feb 15 India vs 
France Spam vs England 
Feb 16 Ireland vs West 
Germany USSR vs Au 
stralia Pakistan vs Cana 
da Holland vs Argentina 
Feb 17 India vs Holland 
Spam vs Ireland France vs 
USSR Pakistan vs’ Eng 
land Feb 18 India vs Au 
stralia Spam vs Canada 
| Fiance vs Argentina Eng 
. land vs West Germany 
Feb 19 Ireland vs Cana 
da USSR vs Argentina 
Holland vs Australia Pakis 
tan vs West Germany Feb 
21 Semi finals—II Pool A 
vs I Pool B I Pool A vs II 
Pool B Feb 23 Final 1st 
European Indoors Club 
Championships for men 
and women Amsterdam 
Holland Feb 23—25 

Cricket India s tour of New 
Zealand Itinerary for 
February Feb 2—6 vs 
New Zealand 1st Test at 
Christchurch Feb 9—13 
vs New Zealand 2nd Test 
at Napier Feb 16—19 vs 
Northern Districts at 
Hamilton Feb 22—26 vs 
New Zealand 3rd Test at 
Auckland Pakistan s tour 
of Australia Itinerary for 


February Feb 3—7 vs 
Australia 3rd Test at Syd 
ney World Senes Cup 
Itinerary for February Feb 
10 Pakistan vs Sri Lanka 
at Brisbane Feb 11 Au 
stralia vs Pakistan at Bns 
bane Feb 13 Australia vs 
Pakistan at Brisbane Feb 
15 Pakistan vs Sn tanka 
at Hobart Feb 17 Pakis 
tan vs Sri Lanka at Ade 
laide Feb 18 Australia vs 
Sri Lanka at Adelaide Feb 

20 Australia vs Pakistan at 
Sydney Feb 23 1st final 
at Melbourne Feb 25 2nd 
final at Sydney Feb 27 
3rd final at Sydney Eng 
land s tour of West Indies 
Itinerary for February Feb 
2—5 vs Leeward Islands 
at St Kites I eb 8 11 vs 
Windward Islands at St 
Lucia Teb 14 vs West 
Indies 1st one day interna 
tional at Port of Spam Tri 
mdad and Tobago Feb 
17 vs West Indies 2nd 
one day international at 
Port of Spam Feb 19- 

21 vs Jamaica at Kingston 
Jamaica Feb 24—March 
1 vs West Indies 1st Test 
at Kingston Jamaica Eng 
land A s tour of Kenya and 
Zimbabwe Itinerary for 
February Feb 10 vs 
Kenya one day interna 
tional at Nairobi Feb 11 vs 
Kenya one day interna 
tional at Nairobi Feb 18 
vs Zimbabwe districts at 
Harare South Feb 20— 

22 vs Young Zimbabwe at 
Mutare Feb 24 vs Zim 
babwe 1st one day inter 
national at Harare Feb 25 
vs Zimbabwe 2nd one day 
international at Harare 
Feb 27—March 1 vs Zim 
babwe B at Harare South 

Boxing Mike Tyson vs 
James Buster Douglas 
Tokyo Feb 10 for the 
undisputed world 


heavyweight title Jeff 
Hr.Ming (Australia) vs Nes 
tor Geovamni (Argentina) 
for the world middleweight 
title Atlanta City USA 
February 25 

Athletics Daily Crest 
Games UK vs East Ger 
many Kelvin Hall Glas 
gow February 23 Scot 
land vs Belgium vs Ireland 
vs Wales vs Norway Kel 
vm Hall Glasgow Feb 17 
Swimming FINA World Cup 
meet Berlin East Ger 
many Feb 5—7 Bonn 
West Germany Feb 9— 

11 Gothenburg Sweden 

Feb 13—15 Venice Feb 
16—18 and Leicester Eng 
land Feb 23—25 i 

Football Littlewoods Cup I 
semi final Nottingham 
Forest vs Coventry C ity 

1 st leg on Feb 13 and 2nd 
Leg on Feb 27 

Tennis Davis Cup world 
Group 1st round matches 
from Feb 2-4 Ebei US 
Indoor championships Phi 
■ ladelphia Feb 19 25 
I Canadian Indoor rham 
pionships Toronto Feb 

12 18 

TlltVlSlOII Live tolecasi of 
India s matches in 7th 
World Cup Hockey Tourna 
ment (tor details see sche 
dule in national events) I 
Live telecast of final of Rov I 
ers Cup Football Tourna I 
ment at Bombay on Feb 7 
Live telecast of finals of 
Satellite Masters Tennis 
Championships at Chandi 
garh on Feb 18 
RMi: Running commen 
tary in both Hindi and En 
gfish on India s matches in 
the 7th World Cup hockey 
tournament (see detailed 
schedule in national 
events) Running commen 
tary on semi finals and final 
of Rovers Cup Football 
Tournament at Bombay 
Running commentary in 
both Hindi and English on 
semi finals and final of Ru- 
jaramal Modi Hockey 
tournament at Meerut 
compiled by NOVY 
KAPADIA 




Rude Shock 


T HE decision of the BCCI to 
dethrone Srikkanth from the 
pedestal on rather flimsy and 
frivolous reasons has come 
as a rude shock to all the cricket 
fans in India. The action of the 
selectors, at this juncture, is 
nothing short of preposterous. 

In his brief stint as captain, 
Srikkanth has acquitted himself 
creditably. Thanks to his 


K. Srikkanth 

predecessor, Dilip Vengsarkar, 
the morale of the team was at an 
all time low. But Srikkanth 
managed to change all that. Even 
though he did not enhance his 
team’s performance to 'winning' 
levels, he could at least salvage 
some prestige by 'drawing' the 
Test series. That is an 
achievement in itself. 

The selectors have really 


outclassed their own stupidity by 
selecting an inexperienced team 
under the guise of ‘having an eye 
on the future.’ 

SUBHA CHANDRAN, 

Madras. 



No Confidence 


I T is high time that the people of 
this country revolt against Baj 
Singh and Co. A 'No-Confidence' 
motion should be mooted against 
our selectors. 

It was utterly disgusting of Raj 
Singh and Co. to have sacked 
Srikkanth from the captaincy and 
then adding insult to injury, they 
dropped him from the team' 

T KETAN. 

Arunachal Pradesh 


T HE interview with Raj Singh 
Dungarpur (Sportsworld. 17 
Jan) (T was happy that this time 
there was no walkout !) made 
very good reading. Although he 
says that the Board has not been 
vindictive in the selection of the 
team, his tone of answering says 
it all. 1 think he has a very 
personalised stand on most 
issues. 

It does not augur well for the 
future of Indian cricket 
RAHUL MISRA. 

Sambalpur 

Surprising ■■■■■■ 

S RIKKANTH’s elevation to the 
captaincy was as surprising as 
Azharuddin’s elevation to the 
coveted post. By their action, it is 
clear the selectors fear the trade 
unionism of the senior cricketers. 

Normally, after Vengsarkar. it 
should have been Ravi Shastri, but 
instead he was named Srikkanth’s 
deputy on the tour to Pakistan. 

Anyway, whatever it. is, we wish 
the tall, slim and unassuming 
Azharuddin all the very best. 
PANKAJ KUMAR MISHRA , 
Madhubani 


deserving team in the Nehru Cup. 
They showed great fighting spirit 
and the Indian football team 
should be able to learn a lot from 
them. 

ARGHYA CHOWDHURY, 
Jalpaiguri. 


Y OUR Sportsworld issue (20 
December) was very good. 
Right from the profile of The New 
Muhammad Ali to the last page. 
‘Freewheeling,’ it was all very 
interesting. The Tour Preview by 
Mudar Patherya was very good. 
Not only Patherya but all the 
other writers in the magazine are 
very good. 

After reading this issue and 
some previous issue, I have no 
hesitation in saying that 
Sportsworld is the best 
sportsmagazine in India 
B. MANJUNATH HEGDE. 
Mangalore 


Congrats 


H EARTIEST congratulations to 
Paraguay's soccer team, 
‘Olimpia.' They are the most 


New Policy 


W ITH the start of a new decade, 
the AAFI should adopt a new 
policy. They should gear their 
training schedule in order that 
the athletes train to do well 
outside Asia By giving such huge 
rewards for medals won in Asian 
meets, it has killed the initiative of 
the athletes to perform well 
outside Asia. 

It is time that like the BCCI. the 
AAFI should mould a new team 
for the J 990 s 
AMITKR DAS. 

Calcutta. 


Well Done 

I WOULD like to congratulate 
Sportsworld (27 Dec. ’89) for 
giving us the information 
regarding the drama behind the 
non-consideration of Narendra 
Hirwani for the Pakistan tour. It 
is sad that this man was ignored 
especially when he has bagged 42 
wickets in a mere seven Tests. 

I started reading Sportsworld 
only for the chess column but now 
I read each and every article in the 
magazine. 

M S. NAGARAJA. 

Mysore. 

























For days, chess fans trained their sights on Calcutta and 
the strongest tournament of its kind in Asia 


i 

i 


VERSHADOWED by the 
International Film Festival 
and Mohammedan 
Sporting's heroics in the 
Nehru Cup, another important 
' event in Calcutta the Goodncke s 
International Chess Open—was 
| relegated to the background The 
i strongest Swiss event to be held in 
Asia the tournament featured 
, eight nations with six-figure prize 
monej at stake and leading the 
field were seven Gr andmasters J 2 
International Masters and two 
I women IMs 

Theie me two typos of 
I international chess tournaments 
I One ts invitational and the other 
the Open Swiss system In the 
' invitational system 10 to 14 
1 players play m a round-robin 
for mat where the fixtures are 
1 known well m advance, resulting 
1 ui intense, well prepared games 
i The catch is, only established 
players are nmted So what 
I happens to the young hopefuls 9 
They have to resort to the Open 
Swiss system where 
i improvisation is the keyword The 
other ratch is, there are no 
International Swisses in India Or 
| r ather there weren’t any before 
i this event 

I Amazingly the top seed for this 



tournament was an IM, ahead of 
seven GMs including the women's 
world champion, Maya 
Chiburdamdze The latest product 
of the Russian assembly line, the 
Leningrad-based Leonid Yudasin, 
who scored his fifth GM norm by a 
one point margin and needs only 
two GM norms to be eligible for 
thetitle.isanover-achiover He 
has done it so fast that the title has 
yet to catch up with him 
Yudasin played rather like a 
boxer who outpoints his victims 
never letting them slug it out 
from close range Seven wins 
interspersed with three fraternal 
draws mowed down the 
opposition In the last round with 
nothing at stake, he settled for a 
quick draw with third placed GM 
David Norwood (England) 

D.V.Prasad(left) and Dlbyendu 
Barua of India. While Prasad 
played rock solid chess, Barua 
missed his second GM norm 


In the opinion of many 
including Norwood Yudasin ' 

played like a potential world title , 
challenger His best displays came 1 
up agamst GM Eugene Toi res 1 

(Philippines) whom belwat with 
black and against Pra vm Thipsay 
of India Winning the Gocxhicke’s 
Open was * not dnfu ult ’ he 
commented 

Thipsay who had beaten GM j 
Gufeld, had a c hance for a GM ! 

norm till he m»t Yudasin in the 
penultimate round However, an 
impeccable si rategu display from 
the top seed wiped out Thipsay 
fiom an almost equal opening 1 

The only otlif r GM norm i ame 
fiom second placed and seeded, 
Vadim Kuban of USSR Norwood 
ou the oth n i hand impressed as a | 
creative attacking player who I 

goes straight for the j ugu lar 
Producing remarkable sacrificial I 

attacks agamst Kuban and Maya 
Chiburdamdze, he however, lost | 










to Kuban alhi me itdibiy miss> ng 
A foi f ed r h(H kniatt and com edect 
thediaw to' hiburdanid/e It 
always hap|>ens to in* apauibt 
Russians »d‘ his inly 
explanation loi both 
looses p wnt s hi she nld v iavi 
won 

I ugcnc Iones Asian! i->tG M 
atAited placing a round late all 
t ho more c T i dit for his 
profissiona display whic h 
dragged him into joint third with 
Norwood Hr beat (»M Vali ntin 
Taikiv (Bulgariai who iookt ri to In 
oft lor m in thi last ioun i and 
also plavi dan exciting chaw with 
Gulela where noth display! d pit it 
endgame technique 
Swiss systr m ftxt u res a 1 w ay- 
lead to multiple tics This a as no 
or cption at seven peopl* tied for 
the fifth spot 1 a point adi itt of 
foi res and Not wixxi They 
included most of tin foreign 
I contingent exceptfotthi 
J off foi m GMs Istvan Csom 
I (Hungary ) ind Lukoy and three 
Indians Thipsay D V Prasad 
and lex. al lad Dibj endu Barua 
Prasad play* d 1 ock solid ehes^ 
throughout and cams close to h s 


' Leonid Yudastn and GM Maya 
Chirburdanidze share a private 
joke 

m«L den C»M nor m It hi fi«' vu n 
aftn outj • tying No»w od t 
v.uuldhavi pioducidtht 
ruussaiy npitus A ' \ us he 
finished on i high chc kmiting 
( sum in *)u 1 ist r* u 1 

Rama ’iu u v(l aIii'mi uld have 
been his second (j\ 1 i ui m It is 
notabli m Bum < is> 'bit hi 
gi i it* st u hu vi riu at h ivt t oim 
abioid i itt ♦ r thm on h«mn 
gi< mil VtliiU if tx tin riason 
h' lost twin ( hiburdi nd/i ind 
Ihifisi bo’I if whomaii lowt r 
rated 

Mava( hib udamdre and hn 
coach Guii id both of Tbili* i 
Gi orgia tut ni d m wi 11 thought 
out p< r fc r inane t s tiotn ising ju ■>* 
ttii oni gimt ind wmni igfoui 
While the lady s be->t win wa* 
again*! Barua Gulf Ids most 
notable game was Ins tt hour 
ma> athon again* t Sc khai Sahu 
I whim heou*with d in the last 
| o ind 

doth Ptavin and Bhagvaihree 
, T hipsay had good displays and 


unhid tpihlr >1 scoring then 
>iv ind i.oi ms Possibly in the 
of n futuir thi \ will rio it 
‘ogethrr as hi fits l niained 
'ouple This turn *1« y both faded 
out tog* tber un f irtunatf ly 

Mu’ stud .mold fund in 
l ill ut t-ir hiss didlittu of noti 
this tinu 

IM Lanka Itavi is woi th v of 
spec lal mi ntion I lie fat tt liat he 
lx it two GMs (ttie hap'i sst sum 
me) 1 uknv) U uly sh iws his 
potent l il to go plat c 
Unfortun itt Iv hi lo*l inoinmtum 
a*tc r losing i h ud fight *o 
Vndasin md ilist round loss to 
/id ur Halim in put hi'ii out of tht 
pri/i list 

Thist unanii nt was also the 
fust non sni »kmgi m* smci 
fidt impose d t h* btnon lanuary 
1 1 J90 Itumdi i lately orgimsid 
by AlekhineC lu s(lub the 
1 pi lying conditions w» re nearly 
ideal For tl i In *t time also one 
w itm ssi a c oopei ation by bo* li the 
Centi al and Rtab go\ c r nmc nts 
whu h hi ljied smooth things out | 

BY DEVAN6SHU DIITTA 1 
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31 ST WINTER 
NATIONAL BRIDGE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


RIDGE IOC 


SANTANU GHOSH took a train to out-of-the-way Kakinanda 
Andhra Pradesh, to play and write on the tournament 


K AKIN AD A is a small fishing village 
in Andhra Pradesh. The only bridge 
people have ever heard of is the one 
which they have to cross to get to the 
adjourning village. So. for those who 
had been to the last two well* 

! organised nationals in the comfort of the Netaji 
j Indoor at Calcutta and the Indira Gandhi Indoor in 
| Delhi, Kakinada was a sad experience. Heat and 
| dust one could tolerate but the unclean toilets, the 
| lack of adequate arrangements for food at the venue 
| and, on top of everything, the lackadaisical 
i approach of the directorial staff, resulting in 
j umpteen foul-ups, necessitating committee meet- 
i ings to find solutions in near-impossible situations 
j and causing delay and inconvenience to all, was toe 
i much to bear with one’s temper intact. However, I 
I must congratulate the organisers for arranging 
! computer scoring for the pairs events. But here also 
there was no check on the correctness of the scores 
entered nor on the preservation of the official score- 
cards. This might have affected the outcome of one 
pairs event where a pair claimed their scores were 
wrongly entered, but the score-cards which could 
prove or disprove their claim were not traceable! 1 
! appreciate the difficulties faced by the organisers in 
| a place lacking the infra-structure for such a big 

! tournament-more than one thousand play- 

, ers took part —but to hold the championship at such 
; a place was certainly not the brightest of ideas, 
j The championship encompassed four events. The 
j two main ones were the Open Teams for the Ruia 
| Trophy and the Open paris for the Holkar. In addi- 
! tion, there were the Singhania Trophy for the 
| Board-a-match teams and the various categorised 
pairs events. For the last several years the cham- 
pionship has become almost an annual battle for 
j supremacy between Calcutta and Bombay and thia 
i year was no exception. However, with many of the 
! leading players from Bombay conspicuous by their 
i absence (also several leading players from Delhi) 

| due to lack of direct rail and air link, Calcutta made 
I practically a clean sweep of all titles, at least the 
I major ones. 

! My erstwhile partners Gobinda Singha and Kanial 
! Mukherjee started off the sweep with a win in the 
! prestigious Life Masters' section in the categorised 
| pairs event while Calcutta’s Prakash Kejriwal and 
i Hyderabad’s S.S. Inamdar joined forces to lift the 
| National Masters’ title. In fact, the only events in 
| which Calcutta did not feature among the winners 



Supama, winners of the Ruia Open Teams & 
runners-up in the Singhania Teams. (L. to R.) 
Sudhir Ganguly, Ranen Ghosh, Som Nath 
Chatterjee, Sukumar Bannerjee And Sunil 
Bhattacharjee (absent: Dilip Dutta). Ganguly and 
Ghosh won the Holkar Open Pairs also 

were the two lesser categorised events, the Masters’, 
and the non-Masters', the latter won nevertheless by 
a pair of youngsters from Chandannagore, Sukamal 
Das-A.N. Bannerjee, who had only a few months ago 
finished third in the Open Pairs event in the Bengal 
State championship. 

The young Bombay pair of Subir Roy 
and Shashi Limaye led the field going into the forty- 
sixth board but their dreams of a national title was 
rudely shattered on this last board by an opponent 
who himself had no chance but pushed them back to 
second place by bidding a poor slam that made with 
the aid of two successful finesses. This left the field 
clear for Sudhir Ganguly and Ranen Ghosh to lift 
the Holkar for a double. 

That brings me to the Ruia Teams, the blue riband 







The Results 



RUIA OPEN TEAMS 

1 SUPARNA 

Sudhir Ganguly, Ranen Ghosh, Som Nath Chatterjee, Dilip Dutta Sum' 
Bhattachaijea, Sukumar Banerjee 

2 ORKAY 

Inder Pal Singh, Punset Gangal J M Shah Iyengar 
3-4 RAILWAY SOB 

Pritish Kushart, Manas Mukherjee, Mittal, Tapas Audhya Mokashi Sujit 
Bhattacharjee 

3-4 STANDARD CHARTERED BANK 

Jimmy Mehta, Shared Mhatre P Rampuria Archie Sequira, Anil Pandhye 
Ravi Dudhane 

HOLKAR OPEN PAIRS 

1 Sudhir Ganguly—Ranen Ghosh 

2 Subir Roy—Shashi Umaye 

3 Satyaaarain—Ttwari 

SINQHANM BOARD-A-MATCH TEAMS 

1 MALIRAMSANTHALIA memorial club 

Sant Kumar Santhalia, Bikash Roy Nirmalya Dutta Gopai Choudhury 
Prakash Keinwal Salll Stddhanta 

2 SUPARNA 

Sudhir Ganguly Sunil Bhattacttaijee Dilip Dutta Som Nath Chatterjee 
Sukumar Bannerjee Ranen Ghosh 

3 AGARWAL * 

Subhash Agarwala S S Inamdar Sushil Agarwal Vijay Agarwal L K 
Saboo Ramam 

LIFE MASTER’S PAIRS 
1 Gobinda Singha-Kamal Mukherjee 

NATIONAL MASTERS'PAIRS 

1 SS Inamdar—Prakash Kejnwal 

NON MASTERS' PAIRS 
1 Sukamal Das-Amar Nath Bannegee 


of Trull in bndpt \ t it il f too Ic- un* lathn It s‘ 
‘hin usual had t->sembied at Ka.kin.ida for his 
if nt which f’lv* si v< ivbo Is a.i oppoituuitv i<f play 
]’■)£ ft t at If a t ft ui das s ni equal trims with tin 
bfbt in *hf rt li t \ \<tcr 22 i lunn-. of Swiss lfM{ju» 
eluting these ui d n -> the top 2 1 '< um«- were prom 
jtedtoth* p*i ipiulfi tmal round As the "ouiidol 
<-1 wa* abf>u+ ti r itt ui tin tdth day there wa 
chaos' PH\ w is l r Id up a tin ilSCO tt am iioi i 
AsaricoJ alii gtd tlid' tin y had qi aliiicd lull had been 
rlinunu d iui *o thi ncplipf i f ol the diicctnrs 
Aftei » long Ut la' 'ht omi’iittiH was conviiucri o' 
the cotiectness oi then turid and declaied thiii 
qualified m uh tnai novanu ..ndfiustr ltumof the 
i'j h team who had bffi i uliri dedand (juililied 
xi <i now had to go out 

The final wa* not ip t >«xprctations f n as the 
standard ol play poo hut was thrill ip ntveithe 
less 

Oikay 'taitid with aeai r y uvei of l 67imp(uitu 
national matt h point) but rl t lead sec ->iwed quite 
frequency Suparnis SN Lhitteij-*e b Bhat 
tachanei liau a n isuuder standing pla/mg in two 
heart 1 in a 2 * lit toi a penalty of 200 ) against a 


slam and going dow n m a slam on a h 1 fit w ith slam 
cold in a ■> 2 lit and in no ti umps Howe vr i Urkay 
faded to capitalise on thcsi mistakes and it was 
Suparna who led by 21 33 imp with a sc ssiot to go 
In that last set Ranen Ghosh made a vulnerable 
overcall on a shabby suit going tor 1100 and altei 
some moit losses bupanid trailed by 10 6 1 with 
three boards to go At this ut ui ial juncture Orkav 
finally paid the price foi having only a 4 member 
team With the Rina trophy ventably m their bag 
fatigue told on some of thi m as Shah Iyengui 
allowc*d a game to make for 11 imp away and tlu n 
J V! Shah one of the best playeis m India had a 
blackout passing a foie mg bid to stop in a partial 
with a grand slam on bupar na had won the Ruja by 
tne nanowest margin ever 2 33 imp One does feel 
sad fox the Oikay quarte* who foughl so gallantly 
ind were ceitainly no less deserving of the ti'le but 
tliere c an only be one wmnei 1 
Congratulations to the winning sextet ol Sudhir 
Ganguly Ranen Ghosh Dilip Outta bunil Bhat 
taehai|ee Sukumar Bancrjcc and born Nath Chat 
terjee ah of whom with the exception of Budhu 
were winning the Ruja foi the first time 
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COMMONWEALTH GAMES 



England’* Christie pipe 
hie rivals to 
win the 100m gold. 
On his right is 
Canadian Bruny 



4 


African Athletes. 
And Sprinters Too! 


F amiliar African 
athletes such as 
Kepchoge (1500m, 
5000m), Elen Jipcho 
(steeplechase), Filbert 
Bayi and Olympic 
champions like Peter Rono 
(1500m) and Paul Kreng suggest 
I that Africa's strength lies in long 
I distance. This notion is 
| strengthened by the stories we 
have read of the barefoot running 
these athletes did to get to school, 
which laid the foundation for 
their future, or the high altitude 
of countries like Kenya. 

But African nations, especially 
Nigeria and Kenya, have been in 
the forefront from earlier times. 
Athletes like Serephino Antao’s 
double gold in the 100m and 200m 
at the Perth Commonwealth 
Games in 1062 is a case in point, 
or Charles Asati, another double 
medal winner in Edinburgh in 


Sprinting, and American 
or European athletes are 
synonomous in most 
peoples minds. Often 
very little is said about 
the sprinting 
achievements of African 
countries 


1986, winning gold and bronze. 

It may be that these 
achievements have been few and 
far between, or not winning gold 
in a glamour event has clouded 
their achievements. Another 
suggestion could be the lack of 
consistency on the part of the 
sprinters vis-a-vis the long 
distance counterparts. 

It is hindsight that has made the 
African nations conscious of their 
sprinting talents? After all, the 


American sprinters, who are 
mostly black, have their roots in 
Africa. 

The winner of the gold medal in 
the Commonwealth Games men’s 
100m is Linford Christie, a black 
African from the U.K. and the 
400m hurdles winner K. Akabusi 
is Nigerian born, now living in 
England. 

A second point is that most of 
them come from social 
backgrounds similar to the 
Africans but, on the other hand, 
says Tobias Igwe. the Nigerian 
national coach at the Games: 
“Sprinters are now coached very 
I scientifically". 

What has been the result? 

A group of young sprinters are 
clocking faster times. 

Nigeria had three athletes in the 
100m finals in Auckland. 
Davidson Ezenwa clocked 10.05 to 
claim the silver medal. This was 


| 

I 
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what he clocked in the national 
trials in Nigeria. A. Tetingi 
clocked 10.20 and Davidson's twin 
brother clocked 10.35. Davidson 
and his twin brother are only 18 
years old and now plan to go to the 
United States to train. Linford 
Christie says that these two were 
the finest prospects in this sport. 

So also, S.Kitur (silver 
medallist) and S. Kipkimboi 
(bronze medallist) in the 400m, 
are future world champions. In 
the women's flat long-striding 
Yusuf won, with Charity Opara 
only 17 years a creditable bronze. 



Myrtle Augee upset Judy Oakes in 
the women’s shot put 

So African nations are 
becoming consistent in producing 
a crop of young sprinters with 
world class times. 

The roots are bearing the fruit 
in the mother country and 
bringing glory to Africa, it’s true 
home. 

By Robin Paul in Auckland 


From Army Obstacle 
Course To 

Commonwealth Hurdle 


K RISS AKABUSl. gold 
medallist in the 400m 
hurdles at the Auckland 
Commonwealth Games used his 
sharp competitive sprit 
developed in the Army's 
oross-country and obstacle 
courses as a stepping stone to 
fame. 

Akabusi’s parents came to 
England from Nigeria to study 
in 1955. (Akabusi was bora in 
1958). When his parents 
returned to their homeland to 
teach, they thought their son 
would get a better education if 
he remained in England. 

Although he was a keen 
sportsman in school Akabusi 
says it was not until he joined 
the Army that he was smgled 
out because he was always at 
the front of training runs. 

Kriss joined the Army at the 
age of 16 and by 19 he was 
running the 400m. He became 
Britain’s no. 1 400m runner 
with a time of 44.93 sec. He was 
instrumental in helping 
Britain win a gold medal in the 
4 x 400m relay at Helsinki 
World Championships and a 
silver medal at the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics. 

They why did he switch to 
hurdling? 

“Quite frankly, by 1987, 
from being No. 1 in Britain, I 
dropped to the no.5 spot. There 
were a lot of younger athletes 
coming up, so T switched to the 
400m hurdles.” 

By this time, Kriss, in his 
Army career, had moved up to 
the rank of a Warrant Officer. He 
married German-born Monica, 
a ballet dancer and a sports 
enthusiast herself. They have 
two children, Ashanti (5 1/2 
years old) and Shakina (2 years 

Old). 

Nigerian national coach 
Tobias Igwe spoke of the 
inspiration that Kriss is to 
Nigerian athletes and the plan 
cf the Nigerian Athletic 
Association to invite Kriss and 
other'Nigerian-born athletes 



back home. 

Now Kriss is a 400m hurdler 
Did it make a difference? 


Kriss says “Yes, there was a 
difference. While the400m 
involved more speed and 
endurance, the 400m hurdles 
called for far more 
technique." 

Akbausi’s unique ability to 
see every obstacle as an 
opportunity for improvement 
saw each hurdle he bad to jump 
with a positive frame of mind. 
In the400m, it was just pain all 
the way for Kriss, but in the 
hurdles, the 10 hurdles, every 
35 steps broke the monotony of 
pain to make the race more 
enjoyable. 

That was exactly how he won 
the hurdles in Auckland. Every 
step he took with 
determination and joy, 
brushing aside the competition 
of Henry Amiks (Gambia) and 
Samuel Maitate (Jamaica) to 
win the gold. 

Kriss in athletics, an Michael 
Chang in tennis, insists that 
his talent is God-given and 
hence runs for God’s pleasure. 
Furthermore, it’s not oelebrity 
status he is aiming for, but - 
rather using the celebrity 
status as a role model to youth 
around the world for a cleaner 
and more positive approach to 
life. 

May his breed increase. 
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T RANS-TASMAN neighbours Australia and Now Zealand share an undorrui t ent ol \ 
sports-related hostility that surfaces from time to time Evidence of this came on the * 
first day of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth Games Federation in 
Auckland when Australian Chel de mission Arthur Tunstall bitterly criticised the 
organisers of the XIV Games At the meeting, he called New Zealand the seventh state ol 
Australia and criticised the organisers for not providing cars to delegates like him 24 hours a 
day The comments were clearly m very pool taste 


• ALL sports have thoir quota of bad losers but on the the opening day ot the swimming 
competitions Canadian Kevin Draxtnger tried to spoil a poolside Kiwi colebratorv pai t y by 
running up and down in front of the TV cameras with the Canadian flag So peeved was K iwi 
swimmer Simon Percy that he grabbed the flag and chucked it into the pool Draxingei 
swiftly dived to retrieve it and was followed by a poolside chair Officials intervened to diffuse 
the situation 


■ NOT surprisingly thehi-tech Henderson 
Swimming Complex has been the venue ol 
In fashion The tighter and the teenier the 
togs thebettoi Oi so. at least some of the 
Canadian and Welsh swimmers would have hr 
believe ‘‘Swimwear is really following the 
whole fashion thing,' Welsh swunmei Julia 
lienwood was quoted by an Auckland daily as 
saying 'And it really doesn t bothei meiftlw 
guvs gawk I'm used to wear nig these skimpy 
swimsuits ' 

Canadian Blair Hicken told his enqunei s 
t hat t lie smaller the togs the better because 
you do not get an hubbies in the bai k and you 
theieloiego taster ' New Zealand runner 
Barbara Mooie lias pioni*ered a one piece 
body hugging suit whu h stood out at the 
piuiticcaieiia wlu re all the other gu Is weiein 
‘ti.iditum.il' shorts and singlets 

And talking of singlets Olympic silver 
medallist spt inter Linford Christie stopped 
traffic much before the athletics competitions 
opened His singlet is cut out to look like a TV 
screen from his breastbones down to just above 
Ins navel Flo Jo move ovei, there's more 
revealing times ahead 
* * * 

■THE hosts of the Games dispensed with a 
drug testing lab and cut costs by some Rs 1 98 
million tone New Zealand dollar is roughly 
equal to 12 Indian i upees) Urine samples of 
some 400 participants were flown to Sydney 
foi dope choc ks Place winning athletes are to 
be tested randomly and in team event 3 at least 
one of the medal winning members will have 
submitted a urine sample for checking 
Results of the tests took 31 hours coming 

■ Much before- the competitions began the 
Scots laid claim to at least three titles for the 
tallest, the shortest aud the oldest man at the 
Games Highjumpei Geoff Parsons stands 2 


Sharon Davis: tha new trend In swim suits 




metres in his socks (yes, he had to have a 
special bed made for himself at the Village), at 
67 marksman Arthur Clare is the oldest 
competitor, weiglitiifter Alexander McFarlane 
is a scant 1 45 metres tall but is the British 
champion in the 52 kg class (McFarlane 
finished filth and last m his event) 

* * ♦ 



Zoran Thanga: pint-sized powerhouse 


■ BUT the distinction of being the smallest 
(perhaps) and youngest (certainly) competitor 
went to Ermelmda Duarte of Gibraltar She is 
just 13 years old and is a freestyle specialist 
(personal best before Auckland 1 08 68) 

♦ 4 * 

■ TIIR Indian victories at weightlifting has 
done great wonders to the country’s stocks 
inside the Athletes' Village and outside At the 
Media Centre, for example, it was not 
uncommon for someone who has read “India' 
on the identification card hanging from your 
neck to remark “Gee, you guys doing pretty 
good at the weights Good on you. mate ' If 
there is an element of incredulity that you 
detect m your well-wisher's voice it is because 
out- weightlifters, at least in the lower 
categories, look awfully small built Indian 
expatriate Hakha Mistry summed up the 
undei current of disbelief when as 
Chandrasekaran Gopal and then teammates 
walked into Gandhi Hall, she rernar ked 'If 
you did not tell me they were weiphthftcrsl 
would never have behoved those ehaps had 

at tually beaten all those huge Canadians and 
Englishmen ’ Ms Mistry insisted on a 
keepsake pu tuie with the pocket dy.umoc 


■ ZOKANTHANOA like some of t hi Indian weigh t lifter *■ is,i pint-sized powerhou-a 
Reflet tini’ on how he decimated Ins opponent from tie* f *K»k Tsl mds in the flyweight boxing 
championship on tin* opening day Thanga said he almost blew it when he slipped less than a 
nnnute into louud one The inferee from Ghana thought 1 had Iteen floored by a blow from 
my nppotx nt when tn hu t I had slipped on my own The tel insisted on giving me a 
mandatort count The lad from Manipur said it goi lnm so mad that he decided to leave 
nothing to i h.uir e tliei eafte* and iust waded into his opjioru *it l nun t he Cook Islands It was 
all met lii toil set ends when the lfierce stt pped in to tear Thanga away from his dazed 
opponent The Indian national met Canadian Graham McKrntosh in the next round and 

4 * 4 


■ AUCKLAND is* he venue tit threi matt lies o< the lH‘)i World Cup Cricket Championship 
that is to be jointly host ed by Australia ana Nev Zealand Two of the round robin 

matt lies including the tournament openm betw* t it Australia and New Zealand art* to he 
held i»eiv one of the two stunt liu.ds hx> is slated lor Ai klsnd swell appointed cricket 
grour d Kden Park 

* 4 * 

■ THE inertur v hi thermornetres h is t«*t n hovt r mg around tlu*27degreeCelcius mark ovei 
the lust two dm f prompting local n< wspupms to dent i me it as a heatwave sweeping 
Auckland Media Cent r e volunteer Gaskin Per iv cannot believe Delhi in summer can reach 
upwards of 45 degieesC ‘Can you fry eggs on your tei iacc° he asks incredulously 

* 4 * 


■ RAJEKV BAUD A is the only one among the seven memliers ol the Indian badminton team 
who hat. played in New Zealand before He won tht men s singles anti doubles at the Olympic 
Games ior the deal and mute here last yeai Currently India’s No 3 ranked men's singles 
player, Hagga pur trier s Sanjay Sharma in the men s doubles here The pair has not done too 
well and, asBaggu confessed to this correspondent he prefers playing singles and he plans to 
work harder at becoming India's No 1 singles player It is a bit of a handicap playing doubles 
beeause the beuefit ol a partner's yell to signal' out or ‘ no” from the buckcourt when you m 
the forecort can be considerable 1 .ike most mute persons Bagga is a fine lip reader This 
Calcutta-born Bombay resident is not yet 22 and has time to realise his dream of bceoming the 
No 1 men’s singles player 


By Ashok Kamath 
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TEST batsman David Boon was criticised by doctors in 
Australia alter it emerged that he had established a new 
‘record’ by consuming 58 cans of lager during the flight to 
England before last year's Ashes aeriee Previous 
record-holder Rod Marsh was said to be miffed that a 
longer-than-planned stopover in Bahrain had given Boon 
more time to attack the record. 

■M2' Trueman leaves the fast lane 

IT was disclosed in the News of the World that Fred 
Trueman, 58, the commentator and former 
Yorkshire and England fast bowler, had confessed 
to an affair with a 38-year-old Kent woman who was 
claiming that she was expecting his baby. Trueman 
and his wife, Veronica, were quoted as saying that 
their 17-year marriage would not be affected by the 
five-year relationship, which was now at an end. 


WM. Gower and Girlfriend separate 

DAVID GOWER announced his separation from his 
fiancee with an item in the personal columns of The 
Times on Jan 3. It read: ‘David Gower and Vicky 
Stewart would like to put themselves and their 
friends out of their misery and confirm that sadly 
they have decided to separate as amicably as possible 
and go their own ways. As the matter has already 
been the subject of speculation by some members of 
the Press, they hope that his brief announcement 
will obviate the need for further comment. (Fat... 
chance!)’ The couple had been together for 12 years. 
It rounded off a miserable year for Gower who, as 
1990 dawned, was considering offers to leave 
Leicestershire and play for either Hampshire or 
Kent. 

mmmMi Remaining Constant 

AFTER missing last season, David Constant has 
regained his place on the panel of umpires for this 
summer's Tests. The other addition to the panel 
(from which Ken Palmer is rested) is the former 
Somerset batsman Mervyn Kitchen. 


'And Arlott drives. 


I 


COMMENTATOR John Arlott, 75, was fined £ 25 
and agreed to give up driving after hitting a parked 
car on the island of Alderney. 







IBaqJi records l 

MEDIUM-PACER Javagal Snnath, making his first 
appearanoe for Karnataka in their R&nji Trophy 
match against Hyderabad, became the fifth Indian 
to take a hat-trick on his first class debut 
Satish Shude scored 144 out of Go^’s second 
innings of 175 m the Ranji Trophy match against 
Hyderabad at Margoa His contribution of82 28% of 
his side's runs has been exceeded in first class 
cricket only hy Glenn Turner’s 83 4% (141 out of 
169) for Worcestershire v Glamorgan in 1977 


{Tailpiece 


NEVILLE WALKER and Renee Chignell have both 
received life jail sentences for the murder of 
Auckland cricket umpire Peter Plumley Walker 
whose death was reported m May 1989 

The Australian cricketwon the Team of the 
Year title m the 1989 'Sport Australia’ awards 
Captain Allan Border lifted the Most Popular 
Sporting Personality and Male Athlete of the Year 
awards 

WISOtN CWCKI r MONTHLY 
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L IKE the looks of 
the guy pictured 
at left 9 Well, if you 
do, how about 
doing somothing about 
it’ Don't just sit there 
and sigh in admiration 
Get off your butt and get 
your We in order 
chart out an exer¬ 
cise programme 
and tide off the 
goodies 
that are off 
your diet 
for now 1 
And. if 
you’re will¬ 
ing to stick 
to the 
grind, you 
might just 
find your 
1, self turning 
( if a few heads 
by the time 
the pools 
open for the 
summer 
Tempted’ 
Right on' 
Okay, this 
week we’ie 
going to 
give you a 
few tips on 
eating 
right Of 
course 
there s nev 
er going to 
be a total 
solution 
since every person's 
metabolic system dif¬ 
fers But unless you give 
your body the chance, 
you’ll never knew what 
could have been 

To illustrate our point 
better we’re going to in- 








To Look Great 




troduce you to a Mr 
Lionel Cook Horribly 
overweight he refused 
to accept a life of obesity 
and threw himself into a 
workout progx amine 
and diet that had him 54 
pounds lighter in just 10 
weeks and looking like 
a new man' 

Realising that a good 
training programme 
should be designed to 
keep his bieathing and 
pulse at a higher than 
normal level but not so 
high as to be uncomfort 
able or dangerous — 
Cook planned his exer 
cises for maximum mus 
cle stimulation in the 
shortest possible time 
Using as little of his ie 
serve energy as possible 
he trained ioi about 45 
minutes four times a 
week In addition he also 
ran up stairs twice a 
week for about half an 
hour each time step¬ 
ping up two stairs at a 
time so that he could get 
double value building 
leg muscle and bum fat 

But it was m his diet 
that Cook really struck a 
winning formula De¬ 
signed to starve the fat 
while feeding the muscle 
to maintain muscle size, 
the first thing Cook ate 
In the morning was a 
small amount of fruit 
About half an hour later, 
he had the first of his 3-4 
small meals consisting 
of fish or chicken 
breasts With each of 
these meat meals, he had 
a glass of water with a 
teaspoon of apple cider 
vinegar to aid digestion 


JHWfBP 



Lionel Cook: befors (above) and after (below) 



while two of the meat 
meals were aooompamed 
by a small totally raw 
salad This meant he 
was getting his share of 
vitamins and 

proteins but wasn’t 
stacking on the calories, 
instead using the ‘spe¬ 
cial oils' from all the 
meat meals for the ener¬ 
gy needed And the sec¬ 
ret of it all is the body is 
able to dump these spe¬ 
cial oils if the calories 
aren’t needed J 

The whole conoept of 
Cooks diet was to pro¬ 
vide the body with all tie j 
nutrients needed to 
build healthy muscle 
while at the same time, 
keeping the normal’ 
oalones low enough to 
force the body to burn 
fat The'special'calories 
required for energy 
oould always be dumped 
if not required 

An added plus was 
the fat-softening proper 
ty of the special calories 
got from the meat meals 
Able to liquify and sof 
ten hard fat stored on 
our frames making it 
easier for us to burn off, 
‘special’ calories are also 
much better than most 
of the energy supple¬ 
ments touted qy health 
stores 

By adhering to his 
workout routine and his 
personalised diet, Cook 
was soon trimming 
down the flab The un¬ 
sightly rolls melted off 
to be replaoed by form 
filling muscle The bio 
ated look was replaced 
with a firm muscled 
build that had him 
mounting body building 
ramps for all-out show¬ 
downs 

And if he can, so can 
you' 






MADRAS 


New Baotag Tout 


F OR years, the Madras Motor 
Sports Club (MMSC) has 
nourished a dream to have a 
race-track of its own A track that 
measured up to international 
specifications Now that dream is 
on the verge of becoming a reality 
Come 11 and 18 February and the 
popular (read prestigious) 
all-India Motor Race meet will be 
held at the new international 
standard track at Snperambadur, 
34 kilometres from Madras The 
disused air-stnp at Sholavaram, 
which for more than 30 years had 
been MMSC’s homeground and 
the venue of the annual 
competition is now a showpiece of 
the past which will only serve as a 
piece of memorabilia 

Reporters who were taken to 
Snperambadur in mid-January 
were amazed at the speed of the 
work being done on and around 
the new track “If you had come 
here even a week ago, you would 
not have recognised this place,” S 
Muthuknshnan, President, 

MMSC told the visiting reporters 
According to Muthuknshnan, 
two representatives from FIM, the 
governing body for the sport, 
would arnve on 16 February to 


inspect the track 
A single lap of the track is 3 7 
kilometres compared to 3 8 
kilometres at the T-shaped track 
at Sholavaram The width of the 
track is eleven metres and the 
width of the pit lane ib 12 metres 
There is a full curve at the halfway 
mark of the track to accommodate 
smaller races and this short lap is 
a little over two kilometres 
Muthuknshnan said that with 
the inauguration of the new 
venue, most likely to be christened 
the “Madras track,' it would be 
possible to conduct races 
throughout the year at short 
notice “There would be club races 
sponsored races even endurance 
races every week if necessary ” 
According to him, the new track 
would lay greater emphasis on 
safety Several precautionary 
measures would be made available 
so as to avoid accidents 
The new track has 12 curves, pit 
and paddock area, control tower, a 
bndge, separate entry to the pit 
area, special boxes and a grand 
stand 

Muthuknshnan felt that with 
the completion of the track early 
next month the first stage of the 
work which has taken a lit tie ov er 
a year would be completed at a 
cost of Rs 250 lakhs The second 
stage, a periphery around the 

11m new racing track at 
Srlperambsdur 


track would be completed m 1891 
at a oo6t of Rs 60 lakhs The third 
stage wuuld involve the 
construction of a full-fledged 
stadium at a cost of another Rs 
200 lakhs 
The entire area at 
Irrungatakotai (near 
Sriperambadur) where the track is 
actually located is spread around 
something like 150 acres and 
would now be the focal point of 
motor racing m India 
“So far we have been conducting 
the races on an ad hoc basis Now 
we have a permanent home,” said a 
beaming Muthuknshnan He 
insisted this would not have been 
possible but for the active support 
of the 20 major sponsors who 
underwrote most of the expenses 
for the ambitious project 
Parish Ramchand 



T HE 12th Mini National TT 
championships was 
successfully held at Meerut 
recently About i 10 playei s from 
14 states participated m the 
various stages of the tournament 
The championship was divided 
into three categories Cadet 
(Under-12), Sub-Junior 








I 


(Under-14) and Jumors 
(Under-17) 

The Results 
CADET: Boys 

Winner Oanosh Ahuja (Haryana) 
Girls Winner Shaibali Rao (Uttar 
Pradesh) 

Sub Junior Boys Singles 
Yajuvendra Singh (Punjab) 

Boy's Doubles Pankaj Gupta 
and Prabhjot Singh (J & K) 

Girls Singles Anandita 
Chakra varty (W Bengal) 

I Girls Doubles Puja Rani and 
Rekha Sehgal of Haryana 

JUNIORS: 

Boys Singles ArupBasak 
Boys Doubles Deepak Thukral 
and Gurmder Shamm (Punjab) 
GulsSingles MS Mytheliof 
Tamil Nadu 

I GirlH Doubles I^eenaand Yukti 
of Delhi 

Msdhu Shankar Sharma 


RANCHI 


RaadilOpea 


A ND, KAPOOR of BIT. Mesra 
won the Nay agarh Trophy 
when he defeated Dr Sandip 
Kumar Sharma of Rajendra 
Medical College and Hospital 
(RCMH) in the inaugural Ranchi 
i Open Lawn Tennis 
championships The final 
scoreline read 3-6,6-4.7-6 
The final, which was played at 
I 1 he clay courts of the Ranchi Club, 
was a keen contest between two 
distinct styles Whereas Anil 
Kapoor went for his shots, rushed 
to the net for volleys and did not 
hesitate in going for bold strokes, 
his opponent Dr Sharma played 
the waiting game He never left 
the baseline and seemed content to 
return the ball over the net 
Kapoor’s enthusiasm lost him 
the first set 3-6 but he came back 
in the seoond 6-4 to make it one set 
all The third set went into the 
tie-breaker with Kapoor winning 
the tie-breaker and the trophy 
In the doubles final, K R&mani 
andPD Singh beat JP Jalanand 
* Ajay Chhabra, 7-5,6-2 

The Ranchi District Lawn 
Tennis Association (RDLTA), 



Shri Ram Hockay 


Tbs victorious Border Security Force teem poses for the 
owner*. Defeating Punjab Police 2-1 In the final, this Is the third 
time that SSP won title tournament Mr. Bans! Dhar, the 
Managing Director of DCM gave away the prizes 


established m May, 89. did a 
commendable job m bringing 
tennis to this sports-crazy city 
Altogether 61 players participated 
in all, and most of the players 
came from places like Mun, 

Kazanbagh and from the different 
public sector organisations 
The members of the Ranchi Club 
donated money to finance the 
championships, while The 
Freewill sports company provided 
the Nivea balls free of cost AUm 
all, it was a well organised 
championships 
Aran Kumsr Thakur 


KAMA 1 R 


w m w 


m 


LDERS Agra University 
retained the U P 


Inter-University cricket trophy 
when they defeated Gorakhpur by 
107 runs m the final Taking first 
strike, Agra were quickly in 


j trouble when they lost thro quick 
wickets foi just runs But 
i SarveshBh.itn.igai w.t«? still 
batting Cutting pulling and 
di lvmg the ball to all nai ts of the 
field he scoied a timely 12 J i uni 
off just 1 <£2 balls with 15 hits to 
the fence 

During his knoc k Sai vesh 
Bhdtnagai had useful 
pai tnershqis of 70 with Ajay 
Kadam 63 with Ri/wan and 83 
with Mohit The final scotu was 
263 for 7 m the stipulated 40 

OVOlH 

In reply Goiaklipui started 
well AsifZahn and Tat iq 
Kiddiquiscoied 51 runs foi tin 
first wiokot off 9 4 n\ ers But 
then medium pat ei Ri/wari *• t / ui k 
and that was the stai t of ilio slide 
Tlie whole team collapsing to 156 
all out 

Earlier in the semi final Agra 
had defeated Kanpur Uoivei sity 
by 55 runs while Goiakhpui 
defeated Lucknow by six w » kets 
in a one-sided match 

In all 14 Un.veisitics 
participated in this tom nament j 

69 












organised by the Sports 
Directorate of U P Sarvesh 
Bhatnagar won the Best Batsman 
award while Tariq ZafTar won the 
Best Bowler award The All 
Rounder award went to Ajay 
Dubey 

Anant Shekhar Mlsm 


M 

\Y !)!■,!.HI 



r 






Wazirpur Park recently And 


Delhi almost made a clean sweep 
Their only blemish they lost in 
the men’s final to Rajasthan 
In the men’s semi-final, 
Rajasthan beat Haryana 15-3, 

7- 15, and 15-5 while in the other 
I half, Delhi defeated Madhya 

i Pradesh through some 
superlative play by Ram Sharma 
and Surender Talwar 
But in the final, Rajasthan 
humbled Delhi 15-6,15-7,13-15, 
15-4 And the credit for 
Rajasthan’s victory should surely 
go to Dayanand Upadhyay who 
displayed superb shooting 
prowess 

The women’s competition, 
introduced this year, got 
enthusiastic crowd support In 
fact, at oertain tunes the 
excitement was so high that the 
police had to be kept m readiness 
m case of any eventuality 

Madhya Pradesh defeated 
Rajasthan m the semi-finals, 
10-15,15 10.15-8, while Delhi 
defeated Gujarat m the other 
section In the finals, the Madhya 
Pradesh girls put up a stiff 
resistance before bowing to Delhi, 

8- 15,11-15 

In the boys section, the most 
heartening aspect was the superb 
performance of the rural boys 
But despite their fine 
performance, it was Delhi who 
emerged the champions when 
they defeated Punjab, 16-14,15-7 
In all, about 27 teams 
participated in the championships 
which was possible only thanks to 
a lot of donations from 
businessmen and dubs The 


The women’s champion: Delhi 
State 

championships, however could 
have been better organised As for 
the complaints that the media 
coverage was meagre, isn t it 
obvious considering that there 
were no facilities for the Press 9 
The Additional Commissioner of 
Delhi Police, Mr R K Niyogi gave 
away the prizes 
M.P. Nathanael 


MANGALORE 


State-tewl Cricket 


1JOUNG Cricketers of Bangalore 
j| defeated Vyaya Bank by 73 
runs in the finals of the state-level 
cricket tournament lifting the 
Jugal trophy and a cash prize of 
Rs 20,000 at Mangalore on 
January 10 The runners up were 
awarded Rs 15,000 sued a trophy 

In the 50-overs per innings, 
Young Cricketers batting first 
were all out for 257 runs lh 49 2 
overs with Nelson D’Souza, the 
manof the final match, soorrng 
110 runs Vyaya Bank scored 184 
runs in 48 2 overs Ranji 
all-rounder, K Jeshwant of 
Vyaya Bank was declared “Man of 
the Senes” 

Ae many as 40 teams with 
several Ranji players from the 
state participated m the 
tournament reoogmsed by 


Karnataka State Cx u ket 
Association uudei the auspices of 
Jugal Spoils Club The 
tournament which conmu need on 
Deeemher 17 had in all 27 
preliminary matches and lb 
knock out matches 
Michael R. Pstrso 

Captain Ra|eshwar of the Young 
Cricketers receiving the trophy 
from Y.S. Hegde, Chairman, 
Corporation Bank 








fflHE Junior National Badminton 
Jl championships was held in the 
city recently. But the news was 
not good at all. The standard was 
mediocre and uninspiring, despite 
the unexpected upsets that 
occurred during the course of the 
ohampionships. 

Most of the seeded players in the 
boy’s section did not play to 
expectations. Top seeded Sushant 
Saxena from Uttar Pradesh 
surprisingly lost in the 
semi-finals and third seeded R.K. 
Mailkhuri also lost. Both fell 
victim to Kerala’s Jessel P. Ismail. 

An unknown, before the 
tournament began. Ismail 
defeated Mailkhuri in the quarter 
finals and Sushant Saxena in the 
semi-finals, 12-15.15-13.15-10. 

In the finals, he met Harshal 
Shimpi. It was expected that the 
Kerala lad would give a good fight 
before losing but instead he 
turned the tables on Shimpi. 

Ismail won 15-10,7-15 and 16-7 to 



.s'jr. 1 



Giant-killer J. Ismail poses for 
the camera 

lift the title. 

In the women’s section, the 
standard was low. Feroasa 
Batli wala of Pune won the 
championships when she defeated 
Nancy Keith and she added 
another feather in her cap when 
she te a med up with P. Narlekar to 
win the girls doubles. They 
defeated the duo of M.C. Jacob and 
M.T. Abraham, 10-15,18-13 and 
15-10. 

The boys doubles was won by 
Vijay Deep and Mani Sehgal. 
Nancy Keith and Tapan Nagori 
won the mixed doubles while Anil 
Pradhan won the veteran singles. 


C ITY pro Brandon D’Souza 
improved with every outing 
and had a title to show for it when 
he annexed the Warren Open golf 
championship beating another 
city pro Basad All by a whisker at 
the Tolly gunge Club course. 

It was a fine performance by 


DBouza. In great nick dn the final 
day, he had to pull out all the 
stops in order to surpass Basad 
Ali who had a slight edge over him 
on the penultimate day. 
Fortunately tor D’Souza, nothing 
went wrong for him as his drives 
and putts seldom missed their 
mark. 

Basad Ali, who enjoyed a 
two-stroke lead by the 15th hole, 
floundered on the last three holes 
and squandered the chance of 
picking up the winner's cheque. 
D’Souza, on the other hand, held a 
tight leash on the proceedings and 
deservingly won the title totalling 
282 points, a stroke ahead of 
Basad Ali. 

Delhi's Rohtas Singh, who won 
two titles within a week recently, 
very much against the same set of 
players, finished joint second with 
Basad Ali. Bombay's Phil Pilling 
was fourth and Delhi's Ali Sher 
shared the fifth spot with Feroze. 

Subhanker Sen once again 
proved that he was the best 
amateur around. He returned 
with 208 points, nine adrift of 
second placed Bomby Randhawa. 
Raj at Khurana came third. 


MADRAS 




fllHE failure of Tamil Nadu to 
JL qualify for the knock-out stage 
of the Ranji Trophy competition 
was the talking point of the South 
Zone Ranji Trophy league. 
Winners in 1087-88. 

Semi-finalists last year, Tamil 
Nadu finished third in the league 
in 108O-9O behind Karnataka and 
Hyderabad. 

Karnataka’s was a creditable 
performance on the other hand. 
Few would have given them much 
chance of topping the Zone after a 
traumatic last season. Karnataka 
had lost many of their stalwarts in 
the last oouple of years. Normally,- 
the rebuilding process would have 
taken some time. But they 
surprised by not having a single 














bad match m 1889-90 They held 
their own against Tamil Nadu and 
Hyderabad getting 65 points 
against the three lesser placed 
teams—Kerala Andhra and 
Goa—to finish on top with 87 
points 

Karnataka was well served by 
its opening pair of Sashikanth 
and Carlton Saldanha Both were 
among the runs and against 
Kerala shared a stand of 203 runs 
The all round efforts of Anil 
Kumble and Roger 
Bmny—especially the leadership 
qualities of the latter—were also 
contributing factors to 
Karnataka s fine showing But 
Karnataka s discovery of the 
season was its young 
medium paoer J Snnath who 
made an impressive debut the 
pick of his efforts being a 
hat-tnck m his first Ranji Trophy 
game against Hyderabad He 
became the sixth bowler to achieve 
the feat and the first from the 
South Zone It oame as no surprise 
.when he was included in the 
k South Zone side for the Duleep 
^k Trophy Championship 

Hyderabad s strength was 
easily its batting 
It got 472 fox 
g seven against Goa 
556 for fi re 

against Andhra and 486 against 
Kerala Even against stronger 
teams like Tamil Nadu and 
Kamataha they got 331 and 261 
Against Karnataka Vivek 
Jaisimha and Venkatpathi Raju 
added 124 runs for the tenth 
wicket to help Hyderabad reach a 
respectable total 
C V Sndhar was Hyderabad’s 
leading batsman He scored over 
500 runs with two hundreds and 
three scores over the half-century 
mark Vivek Jaisimha also got 
two centuries while Jaikumar, 
Abdul Azeem and Ehtasham All 
Khan got a hundred each Against 
Andhra, Azeem (145) and 
Jaikumar (140) put on 266 runs 
lor the first wicket 
Hyderabad s bowling too was m 
capable hands Medium-pacer 
Rajesh Yadav picked up his 100th 
wicket during the season while 
spinners Shivlal Yadav, 

Roger Blnny: fine captaincy 


Venkatpathi Raju, Arshad Ayub 
and KanwaJjit Singh made vital 
contributions Hyderabad will 
certainly miss Raju in the 
knock-out round 
Hyderabad had only one 
outright victory —an innings win 
over Goa but picked up enough 
points m its remaining games to 
stay in the hunt till the final of the 
league between Tamil Nadu and 
Goa Tamil Nadu had to get full 24 
points to pip Hyderabad But 
Tamil Nadu, despite scoring an 
innings victory could get only 21 
points paving the way foi 
Hyderabad s entry into the 
knock-out stage 
Tamil Nadu did not have a 
satisfactory season They scored 
two innings victories over Andhra 
and Goa The game against Korala 
was affected by inclement 
weathex In just over a day splay 
Tamil Nadu could salvage only 13 
points but with Hyderabad 
getting only 15 points against 
Kerala Tamil Nadu was back m 
the running In the crucial game 
between Tamil Nadu and 
Hyderabad at 1 lruchi however 
the latter got 14 points to 1 a mil 
Nadu s ten This m the tmal 
analysis proved vital 
Neither Tamil Nadu s batting 
nor bowling rose to great heights 
V B Chandrasekhar got 73 and 
53 in two matches When he went 
off to New Zealand Snkkanth 
returned and scored 96 86 56 
and 111m the two matches that 
followed Arjan KnpaJ Singh got a 
splendid century against 
Karnataka and Bharat Arun who 
led Tamil Nadu for most of the 
season, got an aggressive 141 
against Andhra 
Medium-pacers Vasu and Arun 
did have their moments (the 
former too pulled his weight with 
the bat) but the best was easily 
Sunil Subramaniam The tall 
left-arm spinner who made a 
startling debut last season, 
poking up 34 wickets, again 
rose to the oooasion with some fine 
performances, the best being ten 
for 93 in the match again Goa In 
the process he poked up his 50th 
Ranji wicket in only his eta < nth 
match 

Kerala enjoyed its best season 
for some tune, finishing fourth 




with 80 points In the prooess, 
Kerala scored its first victory m 
three years m the championship 
when it beat Qoa by seven wickets 
It also did well by battling 
it out against Hyderabad Their 
beet player was all-rounder P T 
Subramamam 
Andhra who are normally 
capable of causing an upset or 
two— they won the South Zone 
league title four years ago—had a 
disappointing season They fared 
badly against the top three teams 
and were at the receiving end even 
against Kerala until veterans 
Kamaraju (106) and Bhaskara 
Ramamurthy (104 not out) came 
to their rescue with a 
stout-hearted second innings 
fightback, adding 160 runs for 
the sixth wicket Their only real 
moment of joy was against Goa 
when they got the fix st innings 
lead and Chamundeswarnath 
(154) and MS Kumar (128) 
shared a record 210-run stand for 
the sixth wicket 
For Goa it was a season to 
forget They lost badly to‘the big 
three’ (two by an innings, one by 
ten wickets) were beaten by 
Kerala and conceded first innings 
points to Andhra And yet it was a 
Goan who performed the most 
memorable feat of the season 
Against Hyderabad Satish Shinde 
scored 144 out of 176 Scoring 82 
pei cent of the side's total, Shinde 
found a place in the record books 
Shinde hit a second hundred a 
month later against Kerala 

Final points position: 
Karnataka 87, Hyderabad 
81 < Tamil Nadu 79, Kerala 
50, Andhra 37, Qoa 24. 


MttnlAiitefiiiis 

1 bright 15-year-old from 
JlBengal was the cynosure of 
all eyas dunng the Eagle Flask 
National Junior Girls Chess 
Championship conducted in 
the city in the middle of 
January In a tough and 
experienced field of 45 
competitors from 12 States, 
few would have given Saheli 
Dhar any chanoe of winning 


the title when the 10-day 
competition oommenoed But 
after a slow and steady start, 
Saheli went into the lead m the 
sixth round of the nine round 
championship and then went 
from strength to strength At 
the finish, she was a full point 
ahead of her nearest rival 
Mrunalim Kunte of 
Maharashtra to lift the 
Lakshmi Mills trophy with a 
total of eight points 
Top seed and former national 
champion N Sant ha of Tamil 
Nadu and second seed 
Mrunaluu Kante were 
favounties when the 
tournament got underway The 
two started well but when they 
both lost their second round 
matches, the field was 
suddenly thrown wide open 
By the fourth round, 

Madhevi Potdar of 
Maharashtra was tbo sole 
leader Madhavi kept the lead 
till the fifth round but Saheli, 
playing brilliant chess, had 
orept up to second spot And 
with a superlative victory over 
Madhavi m the sixth 
round—she wrapped up the 
game in just 14 moves—Saheli 
surged into the lead with a 
tally of 51/2 points at this 
stage 


Saheli Dhar: the champion 

Saheli did not falter 
thereafter Enjoying a lead of 
half a point, she stretched it to 
one point with a victory over L 
Nalini of Tamil Nadu m the 
eighth and penultimate round 
Mrunalim, in the meantime 
had. gone up to second place 
and all that Saheli with a tally 
of 71/2 points had to do was to 
avoid defeat m her mnth and 
final round game against 
Mrunalim who had 61/2 
points 

That game, m faot, had an 
anti-climatic touch, for Saheli 
and Mrunalim agreed to a draw 
after a few moves to clinch the 
title for Saheli 

Madhavi Potdar, after her 
confident start, faltered In 
fact, she lost to Mrunalim m 
the eighth round to slide 
further down the points table 
Third place went to Sai Meera 
of Orissa who finished with 6 
1/2 points Sai, however, had 
the distinction of scoring the 
fastest victory of the 
tournament when she defeated 
Yogrni S&rpotdar of 
Maharashtra m just eleven 
moves, the game lasting only 
ten minutes 
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QUIZ/CNESS/BRIDOfi 


QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 Kennington Oval has a permanent 
place in the history of football Why 9 

2 Which long-distance runner—-an 
Olympic favourite in the 
Fifties— was nicknamed ‘Mr 
Puff-Puff by foreign journalists 9 

3 Who was the first man to surpass 
seven feet in the high jump 9 

4 Don Bradman's highest score was 
452 not out Who were the 
opponents? 

5 Which famous mountaineer said 
that he wanted to climb Everest 
simply ‘because it is there' 9 

6 Cycle tracks are called 
velodromes all over the world, 
why 9 

7 The Vardon Trophy is awarded to 
the golfer with the iowest average 
in PGA events each year 
(minimum of 80 rounds) Who 
became the first man to win the 
Vardon Trophy three years 
consecutively 9 

8 An American wrestler won a gold 
medal in the 1976 Olympics 
Name him 

9 What is the‘Vasa Lopp 9 

ANSWERS 

1 The first F A Cup final was played 
there (on March 16,1872) 

2 Gordon Pine (Great Britain) 

3 Charlie Dumas 

4 Queensland 

5 George Leigh Mallory 

6 In Europe the racing bicycle is 
known as a v6ls Hence the name 
velodrome 

7 Lee Trevino 

8 John Peterson 

9 The greatest Nordic ski race of the 
world 

CHESS 


The Slav Exchange Variation 
baa a perhaps undeserved 
reputation as a drawing line The 
completely symmetrical pawn 
structure doesn’t really lend itself 
to winning attempts 
However, Botvinnik m his tune 
and Portisch among 
contemporary players have often 
made the full point out of white’s 
slight initiative Here for a change 
is a thunderous black win from 

74 


this system 

White Seirawan Vs Black 
Belyavsky, Slav Defence Brussels 
’88 

1 d4 d5 2 c4 06 3 Nc3 NfB 4 cd5 
cd5 5 B14 Nc 6 6 $3 BfS 7 Nf3 e 6 8 
BbS Nd7 Black’s last is necessary 
tokeepoontrolofeS 90-0 Be7 10 
Bxc6 bc6 11 Rcl Rc8 12 Na4 9 
Better would be 12Ne5 though 
black has comfortable equality m 
that case too 

12 -g5< 13 Bg3 h5 14 h3 g4 15 
hg4 If 15 Ne5 Nxe516 Bxe5 fB 17 
Bf4 gh3 18 g3 Bd6 19 Nc5 e5 20 
Nb7 9 Qe7 21 Nsd6 Qxd6 with a 
strong attack 15-hg4l6Ne5 
The passive 16 Nh2 is met ny 
16 - Nf6 17 Nc5 Bxc5 18 dc5 Ne4 
19 Nxg4 Qg5 and black should 
win 

16—Nxe5 17Bxe5f6 18bg3Kf7 
(see Diagram> 19 Rel White can 
tx y to break the kmgside bind 
with 19 f3 gf3 20 Qxf3 Qg8 21 
Kf 2 Be4 22 Qd i Qg6 when black 
ran transfer the Rc g8 and the 
piessuie becomes unbearable. 

Also 19 Qb3 goes down to 
19—Qg8' planning 20—Qh7 

19 Rh5'20Qd2Be4'21 Kfl° 
White is lost in any case as 21 Qrtl 
(what else 9 ) is met by 21 Q g8 
and the familiar idea of Qg6 and 
Rc h8 21 B13'(0 1) The often 

despised c8 bishop turns into a 
mating piece and white’s kmght 
on a4 nevei gets back into the 
game 

Devangahu Datta 



BRIDGE 


Safety plays come in different 
forms and guises and it needs 
very sharp eyes to recognise them 


when they appear at the table 
Today’s hand is from a national 
champit >n ship many years ago - 


MmVM 


WEST 
♦ 1 

K6 1 

U J 10865 
♦ A K 10 


NOflTH(dummy) 
t 9874 
.. A 78 4 
0 A 9 7 2 

♦ 7 

EAST 

4 >1102 
C OIOS 
S v 3 

4 J98642 

SOUTH 
4 A K <36 3 
f. J92 
' K 4 
4 Ob 3 


WEST 

NORTH 

EASI 

SOUTH 

11 

Paaa 

Paaa 

DUe 

Pan 

1 > 

Paa* 

14 

Pa«* 

44 

All Paaa 



Both tables played m a spade 
game after an auction similar to 
the above At the first table, West 
led the queen of diamonds to 
deciarei's king and on winning 
the continuation of the club queen 
played bac k the jack of diamonds 
East t ufled the ace put up by 
dummy and played back a trump 
and in the fulness of time declarer 
had to open up the heart suit 
himself and the defence came to 
two heart tricks to set the 
contract Both declarer and 
dummy bemoaned then luck as 
without the 6 1 diamond break the 
game would have scored 
At tho other table, howevei, 
declai ei proved that game was 
makeable despite the 6 l break 
Winning the diamond lead, he 
also returned the club queen to 
West s king but when West 
continued the diamond jack. 

South refused to put up the ace 
trom dummy' Instead, he followed 
low from the table, allowing West 
an unnecessary trick in diamonds 
but saving the diamond ace for 
later use There was nothing the 
detenoe oould do now Had the 
defence opened up the hearts 
themselves, declarer would have 
lost only one trick in the suit, so 
West did best to continue with a 
third diamond South ruffed m 
hand, ruffed a club, came to hand 
in trumps, ruffed his last club, 
drew trumps, and finally crossed 
over to the heart ace and discarded 
a heart loser on the well-preserved 
aoe of diamonds' 
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KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


T HIS week we'll 
move onto three- 
step combinations 
from kumite- 
dachi: two punches and 
a kick. Starting' from the 
fighting stance —kumite 
da chi —flick the left 
hand out to deliver a 
straight punch to your 
opponent’s collar-bone 


region. Withdrawing 
the left hand to guard 
the face, throw a 
straight punch with the 
right hand. Using the 
forward momentum cre¬ 
ated by the punch, per¬ 
form a jodan mai giri 
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Follow It up with another straight punch 
with the right this time 



.. -.'*** 1 






>> 


kick at your opponent’s 
chin. 

The idea behind this 
combination is to stop an 
onrushing opponent. 
While the first punch 
stops him, the second 
one keeps some distance 
between him and you, 
allowing you to launch 
into the kick to drop 
him. 
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A DECADE ot 

football has ended 
with the game 
under a dark cloud 
A new one lias 
begun hopefully 
with a silver lining in the shape of 
the World Cup 

How much has changed in the 
past 10 years 9 And what will a 
glance into oui crystal (foot) balls 
tell of what lies ahead in t he next 
10 9 

The gloom in which football 
ends the Eighties was generated 
by the disasters of Bradford 
Heysel and Hillsborough, all of 
which were utterly avoidable 
The Bradford fire was caused by 
the ignition of rubbish which had 
been allowed to gather thei e for 
20 year 8 



11N the Nineties 
U will television 
talk...with 
tournaments 1 
coming to 
birth simply 
because the 
small screen 
wants it? 



Ileysel where I was present 
was down to a ghastly 
combination of factors Quite 
apar t li om the violence ot the 
Liverpool supporters there were 
so many appalling inefficiencies 
English and Italian ians were 
inexc usably allowed to mix on the 
tei i aces the police wei e inept 
UEFA so abysmally wrong to 
choose 1 he broken down stadium 
at all 

Hillsborough could also have 
been pi evented The police c hief 
who had been efTec tnely in c nai ge 
ol the Liveipool Nottingham 
Fewest sc mi final at Sheffield the 
pievious year had been leplaced 
No st i 1011 s attempt was made to 
filter fans off the fatal i enlral 
tt traces on to those it the side 
where there was pli nty of room 
Hoi j or ensued 


A ND the fcxitbill' A numbs 
of marvellous individual 
stars t met g* d gn mg the 
lie to the theory hi* the 
mcthaniscd highly athletic 
‘cxitb cli >f today m ikes the m an 
mjjcr sibitity 

Ha hei c «■ ver his n a more 
marvellous footballer than the 
sUx ky litMc Buenos Aires ur< htn 
f)ugoMaiadoni with his 
tmtastu skill lussupi iblHt fcxit 
lus aru If ration his c apacity to 
see and make an opening m a 
Hash score from glen mus fief 
kic ks riubblr thi ougli a w holt 
da/ed defeated 
Maiadona will be playing in 
Italy in his fourth Wen Id f up 
though in fat* it will be only his 
third Hisoiiginal mentoi El 
Hat o Mf nr>Lt l te im manage 1 of 
the Argentine side w hit h won the 
1978 Woi Id Cup in Buenos Aiies 
let ided not to put the then 
17\far old Diego in thesejuad 
In the 198'Imals Maradona 
kxiki d a somew hat pe tulant 
figun piovoked mtoludic ious 
fouls though piovoked was the 
n k vant wotd But in Mexico in 
198b how he hx>k w mg 
Argentina s victoiv would havi 
be( n impossible with mt him 
Holland provided the nth» i two 
g i c at plavei s ot the dee adf and 
tliey like Maiadona an still with 
us RuudCeulht issetonri suirly 
only to the Aigentiniui though 
we must holdout bieatji end pi ay 



he isn't lost forever to the game 
Not for months will we know 
whether he will recover from the 
third serious operation on his 
right knee in time for Italy 
At his best, what a compound of 
power and skill, what a paragon 
of versatility, the dreadlocked 
Gullit has been What delicacy of 
touch for so large a man, what 
speed of thought and foot what a 
fierce nght foot, and what 
strength in the air 
Many of these qualities are 
possessed by Marco Van Basten, 
the Dutch international 
oentre forward who has become, 
for the second time in succession, 
European Footballer of the Year 
The stupendous volley with which 
he scored for Holland in the Final 
of the European Championship 
against Russia in June 1988 was 
surely one oi the great goals of the 
decade 

When it came to goal scoring, 
however, Paolo Rossi of Italy 
comes second to none His sudden 
burst of old form m the 1988 
World Cup, after gettmg the rust 
out of his joints in Galicia m the 
opening matches, allowed Italy to 
seal through to a triumph graced 
by superb attacking football 
Rossi had been out of football for 
two years, suspended after his 
involvement in a batting scandal 

B UT what of the football 
itself 9 Did it go back or 
forward 0 And what can we 
expect in the Nineties 9 For my 
own part, 1 felt the Eighties were a 
little bit of an anticlimax 
Whatever happened to Total 
Football I kept asking myself In 
the early Seventies as a French 
journalist remarked to me aftei 
Ajax had won the European Cup 
in Rotterdam this was the new 
realitv 

Total Football meant, ideally, 
total versatility even if it never 
qiiite came off It was inseparably 
bound to Fran? Beckenbauer and 
the experiment he carried 
through first with Bayern, then 
with the West German 
international team 
Watching the attacking Inter 
left back Giancmto Facchetti, he 
asked himself why shouldn't one 
attack from a central position 9 So 
was born the idea of the attacking 







T MATa 

UU compound 
of power and 
•kill. What 
a paragon of 
versatility, the 
deadlocked 
Gullit has 
been and 
strength in 
the air 


sweeper, no longer just a 
destroyer, and of so called Total 
Football itself 
Some of it remains Holland 
practised it superbly as we know, 
inspired by that versatile 
centre-forward Johan Cruyff The 
Holland of the Eighties would use 
Ronald Koeman as an attacking 
sweeper But they hadn’t the 
all-round versatility of Cryuffs 
team 

For Britain, the decade began 
gloriously at least at club level, 
with Liverpool the dominant team 
But by a most bitter irony it 
was Liverpool's supporters at 
Heysel who put them and all the 
other English clubs out of 
European football for years 
leaving the English game prey to 
the mindless long ball tactics, the 
big boot down the middle which 
Liverpool themselves had left 
behind in the eai lv Seventies 

I N the Nineties will television 
talk 9 Will sue h powerful 
figut es as Silvio Berlusconi, 
president of Milan and a TV 
tycoon have then way and make 
football t he handmaid of 
television with tournaments 
coming to birth simply because 
the small screen wants them 9 
I hope not That would be a case 
of the tail wagging the dog never 
mind how powerful the tail 
As far as the game s rulers are 
concerned it seems that the era of 
Joao Havelangc at FIFA is c ommg 
to an end stot m tossed 
controvei sial and unchallenged as 
it ha 1 been 

1 still think it was a bitter 
mistake to bloat the World Cup 
into a clumsy 24 team 
tournament as Havelange has 
done but already there is a 
promising straw m the wind 
FIf A s secretary Sepp Blatter 
who seems to be the ascending 
powei has completely reversed 
Havelange s dismal opposition to 
the fine English initiative of some 
seasons ago the classification of 
the professional foul, with 
consequent and automatic 
sending off foi any defendei who 
committed it on a forward who 
seemed likely to score 
This could positively and 
benignly transform the game in 
the 1990s Manama Faahma 
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BRUNO THE GENIE 


A laddin is going 

to be kayoed by 
tins little piece of 
info Frank Bruno, 
the tug gargoyle is 
gomgtoplay the 
genie in Aladdin s 
lamp Its true* The 
man is going to star 
mapantomine Hos 
wrapped up his 
gloves and put on the 
soquinned gown for 
Six weeks at a theatre 
inlondon But why is 
he, a boxer, doing a 
panto 9 “That’s me, 
isn’t it 9 ” Replied he, 
frankly 

“Always ducking 
and diving Trying to 
find out what 1 can do 
and what I can’t I’ve 
done a lot of things 
even it meant making 
a fool of myself I like 



Bruno: Jack of all trades 


testing myself out 
and having a few 
laughs Well its high 
timo you did have a 
few laughs Fiank 
And oh 1 

Congratulations on 
getting married 


WELCOME BACK YANNICK! 


T HE woi Id need 
not necessarily 
agree with 
Yannick Noah when 
he takes all the credit 
for his comeback 
What an Australian 
Open he had 1 


But there’s anot her 
man, somewhere m 
the background who 
helped An African 
witch doctor, who 
lashed Noah’s ailing 
knee with the tail of a 
panther, is getting 

Noah: after effects of 
a tail lashing’ 



the praise for the 
revival ot the tennis 
star 

Noah, who has had 
chrome knee 
problems admits to 
having gone to the 
voodoo man’s’ clinic 
last February and got 
cured 

*1 was out hiking m 
the jungle with 
guides when I heard 
of this guy who lived 
a couple of miles up 
the uver ’ Noah said 
“I decided to have a go 
and arrived at his 
place ready for 
anything he was 
going to dish out 

“He got out this 
panther's tail and 
started belting the 
hell out of me, I didn’t 
have any problem 
since Hey Yannick 1 
Did you get his 
calling card? 
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MAC’S BIG PLAN 


J OHN McENROE it 
appears has a plan 
It is simple It 
seems, he wants to 
help the people of 
East Germany, and at 
the same tune help 
tennis players 
improve their own 
image (talking about 
yourself Mac 9 ) He 
wants the $6 million 
Grand Slam Cup held 
in East Germany, 
with most of the 
record pi lze-money 
going to assist the 
East Germans 


“I don’t see the 
neoessity of all that 
money,” he had said 
before competing in 
the Australian (had 
any image problems 
there) McEnroe 
suggested that 
holding the event in 
East Berlin would 
give a special 
significance to the 
tournament "We can 
use the money to help 
the situation there ’ 

It figures, I guese, 
because Mac was born 
there 


McEnroe goes back to his roots 





ANOTHER GIMMICK 


SHOUTED OUT! 



Sugar Ray: outconned 
this time 

S UGAR RAY 
LEONARD has 
now found out 
that it can be as 
difficult to lose a title 
outside the ring as to 
retain it inside. 

The 33-year old 
‘master gimmick’ 
advised the World 
Boxing Council that 
he was relinquishing 
the 

super-middleweight 
title he won from 


Donny Lalonde in 
1988 and retained 
against Roberto ‘no 
mas’Duran on 
December 1989. 
Funny thing, 
however, he did not 
say that he was 
retiring. 

Jose Sulaiman, 
WBC President 
announced, however, 
that he was rejecting 
Leonard’s request 
because, “He has six 
months following his 
last fight before he 
has any obligation to 
expose his title 
again.’’ 

Leonard’s attorney, 
Mike Trainer 
retorted, “Joes 
Sulaiman can 
continue to recognise 
Leonard as 
champion That’s his 
right.” Leonard, who 
has held five boxing 
world titles has said 
he will never again 
announce his 
retirement, 
something he has 
done three times 
already. 


T HE tour to South 
Africa has 
already started 
for Mike Gatting and 
his cronies, and they 
may be regretting it 
already. Before the 
tour began. Mike and 
his ‘merry men’ got a 
taste of what is to 
come. 

A certain Mr. Mike 
Brannen, an 
anti-apartheid 
demonstrator told 
Gatting a thing or 
two. The conversation 
went thus: “How 
much are they paying 
you Mr Gatting? 
What's the blood 
money like m South 
Africa? I suppose 
you'll get a nice new 
car out of this, a 
second home and a 
yacht and lots of 
perks on t he backs of 
blacks in South 
Africa.’’ 

All throughout the 
pep talk Gatting had 
kept a quiet 
composure. Adding 
later on: “I hope the 
police in South Africa 



Gatting faces the flak 

will not. be loo violent 
on the crowds I also 
hope there won’t be 
any squashing of 
heads and all that. 
The South African 
Cricket Union have 
promised to look after 
us. But until we are 
out there, we don’t 
know what to expect." 
Chickening out 
already, are you 
Mike 9 


MISSING DILIP... 

W HERE art thou justice? At least, where art 
thou as far as Dilip Vengsarkar is 
concerned? The Bombay man is hurt....hurt 
like hell. He says it iikathis, “Hurt...? I 
am....well. ..very disappointed." 

' Well, we can’t blame you Dilip. In an interview to 
die Indian Post he really vomits out his feelings from 
cricket to umpires to cricket gear, et al. According to 
him a panel of six umpires should be formed. Due to 
the zonal system, he says, “We have the system of 
distributing prasad to keep all and sundry happy. 
This it not foe case in England." 

As far as cricket gear goes, he claims it has 
improved a lot. “But I don't appreciate the balls used 
in India as they are hard." Malcolm Marshall, he 
claims, has said that, “With the fond of Indian 
bninds available would end up MiHng one batsman 
per overt But then Raj Singh doesn't bat nowadays. 
Doeshe.DBip? 


Vengsarkar, the lonely man 
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T axi driv- 

have con¬ 
stantly fea¬ 
tured in 
this maga¬ 
zine. are a unique breed 
here Down Under. To be¬ 
gin with, on the face of 
it, it seems rather bizar¬ 
re to ask them “Are you 
Australian”? But then 
considering the answers 
I have received—"No, 
I’m Greek, Italian, 
Malaysian. Portu¬ 
guese—perhaps it is not 
so strange. For this land 
is the greatest embracer 
of lost, lonely immig¬ 
rants. But the one re¬ 
quirement. that Austra¬ 
lia demands from this 
lucky few, in return for 
stamping their pass¬ 
ports is a passion for 
sport. And the way the 
cabbies twang away, 
waxing eloquently and 
knowledgeably on ev¬ 


erything from Becker’s 
service toss to Ric Char¬ 
les worth’s retirement 
plans, it is sensible to 
keep your press identity 
in your pocket. 

Like this fellow who 
questioned me on glas- 
nost: “Hey mate, I heard 
glasnost's being felt 
even at the Open. Must 
be because of the talks 
Bush had with Gor¬ 
bachev, Hah, hah, hah" 
“Hah, hah, hah,”, I went 
too. smiling foolishly, of 
course having no idea 
what he was talking 
about. 

Fortunately he knew 
the answer himself: 
“You know that Yank 
fellow, what’s his name, 
yeah Jim Pugh, he’s 


playing mixed doubles 
with Zvereva, and she’s a 
Ruskie” 

Hoo boy, live and 
learn. 

The next cabbie was 
more with it...an en¬ 
gineering student, earn¬ 
ing his college fees. He 
asked about “fashion.” 

I said, “there’s none, 
the Aussies don’t wear 
anything." 

He said, “No, I’m talk¬ 
ing about the players.” 

“Oh." 

Ah, fashion an in¬ 
teresting subject, for a 
new style has emerged, 
while an old one finally 
consigned to the attic. 

Lendl, with his Beau 
Geste, cool the neck, flap 
cap, was leader of the 


‘hat pack . Christo van 
Renaburg followed suit- 
...for as one journalist 
wag want: “where the 
world no. 1 goes, the 
rest follows”. Explana¬ 
tion: if it helps his game, 
it’ll help help ours too, 
and we need it. Becker 
didn't use one till his last 
match; looked like a gol¬ 
fers caddie. Wilander, 
the cultured Swede, de¬ 
cided on a Great Gatsby 
look. Pernfore wore his 
backwards, even during 
night matches, which 
no-one und'erstood. 
McEnroe settled for a 
bandanna, which com¬ 
bined with white zinc 
cream on the lips made 
him look like a Wood- 
stock veteran. Mecir, not 
surprisingly wore 
nothing... probably 
didn’t know it was hot. 

But the hat was neces¬ 
sary, so much so, that 
the tournament commit¬ 
tee altered the rules on 
roof closure. Earlier it 
depended on rain...this 
year, they ruled, that if 
the heat exceeded 30 de¬ 
gress, and both players 
agreed, the roof could be 
closed. 

Conversely, the age of . 
tennis dresses has en- < 
ded. Ted Tinling the 
man who designed Gus- 
sie Moran’s panties, and 
one piece dresses for 
everyone from Billie 
Jean to Martina to Chris 
Evert is now out of 
work. The last such 
Tinling creation was a 
couple of years back for 
Zina Garrison. But the 
clothing companies and 
women,prefer skirts and 
tope, for comfort and 
primarily because this is 
sportswear than can be 
worn casually anytime, 
as opposed.to tennis I 
wear. It has in a subtle 
way, taken that extra bit 
of feminity out of 
women’s tennis. 
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300 litre Double Door 


286 litre Single Door 


The roomiest 300 litre Double Door and 286 litre refrigerators, 

only from Kelvinator. 


The large sized Kelvinator 300 litre 
Double Door and 286 litre refrigerators. 
Both these models inherit Keivinator's 
pedigree and enduring features. To give 
you years of faultless service. 

Excellent Kelvinator features: 

* The state-of-the-art Power-Saver’ 
compressor. The world's best 


Consumes minimum electricity. Cools 
better and faster. 

Strong sturdy liner. Gives the interior 
extra strength. A safe protection 
against rusting and chipping. 

Steel body on all six sides. Means 
extra strength. More durability. 

Vast storage space. More shelves. 


Large crisper. More space in the 
door shelf 

* A spectrum of soothing shades. 

* A wide network of dealers and an 
assured after-sales service. 

So, if your requirement is for a large 
refrigerator, buy only Kelvinator. 
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Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 

Rs. 310 a year (52 issues); Rs. 610 (or two years (104 issues). An annual saving of Rs. 54 per year on the newsstahd 

price, plus a book delivered to you. 


Fotlmrtng are ft* book* you tan cheat* train 


Am TWO far a y*ar'» aebasriptien 

Bicentennial Test—official book—Rs. 60 (actual price) 
B & H series—1067-68 Rs 60 
Australia's World Cup champion Rs. 60 
Who’s who m one day internationals Rs. 60 
Howzatl Cricket Cartoons Rs. 20 
Table tennis: Harold Myers Rs. 36 
The story of squash Rs. 66 
The Guardian book of sports 1062/83 Rs, 364 


Any ONE lor a ysir’s subscription 

Being Myself: Martina Navratilova Rs. 260 
Brecon by Don Mosey Rs. 290 
Benson & Hedges Cricket year Rs 280 
World Cup Cricket 87 Rs. 75 
Play lair Cricket Annual 86 Rs . 49 
Zola Rs. 144 

The Badminton Story Rs. 131 
Golden Girl: P T. Usha Rs. 35 


Tick off (he one/two titles you want and send your order mentioning your address and the iwo/one book you want to 

The Circulation Manager 

Airando Bazar Patrika Ltd 6, Prafulla Sarfcar Street, Calcutta 700001. 

Please draw your demand dratt/cheque in favour of: Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd, Calcutta 













6 He huffed And he 
puffed And he won 
thr ee medals But then he 
got caught Indian 
weight] ifter Subrata Pal's 
testing positive to the 
drugs test throws the 
entire Indian perfonnanoe 
at the Auckland 
Commonwealth Oames 
under a ahroud of 
suspicion Read about the 
great Indian Dope Trick! 
Plus an in-depth analysis 
of drugs in Indian sport 


40 The team of the 
mum Nineties lasts exactly 
35 days as New Zealand 
steamroller India to a 
10-wioket defeat in the first 
Test at Christchurch 
Richard Hadlee gets the 
magic 400th wicket 8idhu 
gets a bruised knuckle 
And Vengsarkar gets a 
ticket to play' Ashok 
Kamath files the Indian 
cricket team’s obituary 

M Subdued and heavily 
into Islam, 

Muhammad Ah speaks to 
Rahul Chandawarkar m an 
exclusive interview at 
Madras ‘Let him remain 
champion for some more 
years and then well know 
how much of an all-time 
greed he is* is the Greatest’s 
opinion on the current 
king of the heavyweight 
ring Mike Tyson 


All 100m 

a V butterfly-strokers 
beware' A shark has 
entered the pool A 
36-year old shark by the 
name of Mark Spitz And 
he’s hell bent on chewing 
up his best ever timing (set 
at the 1972 Munich 
Olympics) m the 100 ’fly 
and anyone who gets in the 
way Mark Spitz writes 
about his decision to try 
out far the US Olympic 
swim team 
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SPORTSWORLD SPECIAL 



Indian weightlifter, 
Subrata Pal tests positive 
for banned drugs in 
Auckland. The 
Commonwealth Games is 
plunged into controversy; 
the otherwise creditable 
Indian performance is 
looked at with suspicion; 
And the drugs-in-sport 
debate hots up once again 


A thorough investigation 
into what happened and a 
look at drugs in Indian 
sport 







he dope 

r busters 

have struck 
again. 

And,now 
we also 
have our 

__:_ desi 

version of the Ben Johnson saga! 
Who says only ’Bollywood’ can 
make carbon copies of what 
happens in the West. Weightlifter 
Subrata Pal’ story is similar. Like 
the Ben Johnson script, it has lies, 
cover ups, ambiguities, 
contradictions suspense. 
Everything. But the truth 


And that will take some time to 
emerge, for in any dope 
controversy there are stages. First 
there is the ‘I-am-innocent stage’. 
Then the 

‘Somebody-gave-me-something-I- 
didn’t know’ stage. And when the 
facts are out then the 
‘I-promise-not-to-do-it-again’ 
stuff 


STACK 


... ... ■■ 


One remembers the day when 
our photographer in Delhi sent, us 


shots of the Indian contingent 
preparing for the Commonwealth 
Games. The majority of them were 
of our weightlifter8, since we 
thought they were to be ‘our best 
bets’ at Auckland. There was an 
off-the-cuff comment made at one 
of the photographs. "If this chap 
isn’t on steroids then my 
grandmother is Santa Claus. 

Lack of space did not allow the 
use of the photograph. But the 
day we read about the positive test 
of Subrata Pal, we pulled out the 
photographs we had received. 

And sure enough, the photograph 
in question was of no one else but 




'V *• v <,» ; 


a- p , * •»; •* * : t ■;# 
•’■V '.l" 


pilis and pottdxm that 
magic results, lb fire their systems 
many competitors have turned tb ,^ v 
muiants, tiafctg amphetamines oreven cetfeibfe ) 
enemas' and • suppositories,. because *eatpr /; :? 
administration puts the c^kemitad .into 
bloodstream without. causing an upeet sto¬ 
mach. Testing for “uppers" jbjy Sports fedWa- ■•.- 
tions is highly reliable, but Use of this class of - 
drugs .is not confined to cotqpetitions like' the 
Olympics. Some of the most famous oases of 
stimulant usage have occurred in professional 


LITTLE GOOD, MUCH BAI 

When a sportsman uses drugs, he' 


Diuretic* are yet another group bffbrbidden 
. drugs. The Bulgarian weightlifting team was. 
. withdrawn from Seoul after two of its medal¬ 
lists tested, positive for the dturetip 
furoeemid*. By flushing water from the body,, 
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Pal himself. 

One does not wish to jump to 
any hasty conclusion here, but 
suffice to state Carl Lewis' 
recent statement: “You can always 
tell by looking at somebody if he is 
using steroids.” 

While it would be unfair to 
convict Pal on these shallow 
grounds, all the evidence points to 
him being guilty. 

Guilty, innocent his case will 
have its fallout on Indian sport, 
especially in weightlifting and 
other such disciplines in which we 
perform better than usual. 

Primary among the effects will 


ID DOWHRIGHT UGLY 

aying Russian Roulette with his health 



be what is now recognised as the 
‘Ben Johnson Syndrome’—If one 
guy is caught then the rest of the 
team must be on dope also. It has 
been 17 months since Johnson 
was stripped off his gold medal at 
Seoul. Yet Canadian sport is still 
experiencing repercussions of 
guilt. At the Auckland Games, the 
Canadian team wore T-shirts 
saying, “We’re not on drugs. But 
thank you for asking.” 

The shadow of doubt must now 
fall on Indian participants 
wherever they go. Our inflated 
medal tally at Auckland of 13 
golds, eight silvers and 11 bronze, 
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to steroid use. a* has the hastraiedohmt . , 

says Dr. Tennant, “young kthlette . 
.olio 


evidence also pokm tothe ocmclu- 
;5rr! ~ st*rpidiy *bleh apMWcr to be addio- 
jpa ihs mind; Dr. Htfraipop’ Pipe, a 



m a nta. Wild aggres- 
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A VISIT TO 

SUBRATA PAL'S 
HOME 









la naturally being looked at with 
suspicion. More so, because of the 
32 medals, our weightlifters have 
contributed 24, including 12 
golds. If Pal la allowed to hang on 
to his spoils, which is highly 
unlikely, then the total and the 
ratio increases. "We should not be 
treated as villians on account of 
one alleged bad boy in our team, 
“said three of the medal-winning 
weightlifters. But that’s the way it 
is. And Indian sport will have to 
live with this for some time. As 
Canada did.... rather, still doeB. 



1 • STOSS' 

IVEN though individualistic 
in essence, modern sport is 
in spirit, a team effort. An 
I athlete’s performance 
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depends as muoh on the back-up 
support or the team as on the 
actual execution in the arena. Ace 
raoing driver Niki Lauda never 
kept a single trophy he won on the 
raoe track. Instead he gave It to 
his mechanics saying that they 
deserved it more than he did. That 
is modern sport! 

It is therefore natural to assume 
that when an athlete takes banned 
drugs (Every one takes drugs. It 
is the banned drug which is 
illegal) he is doing so either on the 
instance or with the consent of his 
doctor/coach/manager. The latter 
henoe are as guilty as the athletes 
and should receive similar 
punishment. 

In India, the percentage of 
“duped and doped athletes” is 
high. It is believed that the 
excessive use of drugs or 
egrogenic aids (as they are 
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THE HISTORY OF 
DRUGS IN INDIAN 
SPORT 
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Subrata Pal trains under the eagle 
eye of hi* coach. Art the athletee 
aolely to blame? 


officially called) began in a big 
way in Indian sport prior to the 
1982 Delhi Asian Games due to 
the influence of foreign coaches 
who were deputised to train the 
athletes in the various disciplines. 
Drugs did exist before; but in a 
very unsystematic and 
unscientifio manner. There is this 
story of a Bulgarian coach who on 
his arrival for a coaching 
assignment in India asked for the 
'medicine list’ of the sportsmen he 
was to train. When told there that 
wasn’t any, he said: "How do you 
expect to participate without 
having a good ’medical list*?” He 
then arranged to get the required 
‘medicine’ through his country’s 
diplomatic channels. 

If it is true that the foreign 
coaches are responsible for the 
systematic doping of Indian 
athletes, ironically, it is only 
now that our sportsmen are being 
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caught by dope-busters. The 
previous haphazard and 
disorganised doping didn’t get 
them into too much trouble. 

It is impossible to believe that a 
simpleton like Subrata Pal could 
have undertaken a planned 
anabolic steroid course without 
the help and encouragement of his 
ooachee. 

Former international lifters feel 
ooach P.8. Sandhu and manager 
A.K. Sarkar implicitly aided 
taking of drugs. One of them, 
based in Delhi said: "Sandhu was 
the orach of the Indian squad in 
the 1986 Seoul Asiad, when three 
lifters were oaught taking drugs. 
He should have been suspended 
and not given any international 
assignments again. The 
influential chairman of selectors 
Gopal Khanra has got Sandhu 
re-instated.” 

Another theory in SAI circles is 
that the rivalry between two 
ooachee, P.S. Sandhu and Salwaa, 
has led to lifters taking drugs. 

The race is between Sandhu and 
Salw&n for the Dronacharya 
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award Salwan achieved much 
success with the Indian women’s 
team at the Asian weightlifting 
championships So it is believed 
that Sandhu and senior 
weightlifting officials tacitly 
enoouragsd taking of drugs 

Dr P S.M Ghandran, Deputy 
Director Sports Scienoes Sports 
Authority of India (SAI) 
categorically stated that many 
Indian epor tsperso ns take dope at 
the behest of their coaches "Drug 
intake increases prior to an 
international meet It is done with 
impunity m India as there is no 
fear of detection," says Dr 
Chandran 

After attending the World 
Congress of Sports Medicine, Dr 
Chandran is of the view that in 
India the subject is still treated 
quite casually "Most Indian 
coaches have a shallow knowledge 
of steroids and so the athletes 
suffer” declares Dr Chandran 
"For instance, if anabolic steroids 
are given in a injection form, it 
must be combined with a high 
protein diet and regular exercise ” 

What is moat shocking and 
revealing is Dr Chandran’s 
personal experience with Indian 
aportepereons “Many Indian 
sportspersons come to me with 
ampules of durabolin, dianobol, 
decadurabolin or oralbolin which 
cost Bs 3 each and can be 
Obtained from most chemists 
These ampules contain anabolic 
steroids I have always refused to 
inject such ampules but the 
athletes go to a nearby doctor and 
for a small sum of money get 
injected ” 

Many ex-internationals agree 
that it is only since the 1982 Asiad 
that drugs m Indian sport moved 
to a sophisticated level Earlier, 
many weightlifters, wrestlers and 
thoae competing in 
strength-related events took 
opium, 'afeem 'and gaoja , since 
the idea was to boost the body and * 
mind with "uppers”, which is 
what steroids basically are Before 
the 1882 Asiad the rooms of 
athletes attending the Patiala 
training camps were Uttered with 
phials, discarded ampules and 
injections An enterprising 
sweeper noticed them and 
brought it to the notice of the 
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short cut to 
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authorities who chose to remain 
silent After all, Delhi was to host 
the Games and the chance of any 
Indian athlete being caught for 
dope was negligible 
In spite of all the influence of 
foreign coaches and their 
methodical drug programmes 
many Indian athletes still rely on 
native "medicines” Subrata Pal’s 
reference to herbal {kabiraji) 
medicine at a preparation camp us 
proof enough PT Usha travels to 
Calcutta to visit a kabiraji doctor, 
apparently to take medicine for 
her heel injury But rumour has it 
that she might be on some kind of 
‘herbal dope’ Whether auch 
medicines can in fbot build rnuede 
or have similar effeota Ska 
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How many athletes will have the 
courage to say “No " 7 


steroids is debatable and indeed 
doubtlVtl. 

Of course, the advantage of 
using "herbal accessories” is they 
are not on the banned list and 
moreover, they are difficult to 
detect through urine tests. 

What Usha is taking is not 
known, but her ooach Nambiar 
olaims: “I am sure if Usha had 
taken drugs her timing would 
come down to 48 secs in the 
40Qm H . Even Nambiar, in all his 
diplomacy and discretion, has 
admitted: "There are Indian 
athletes who are on drugs. There 
is no way to prove this. People 
ifcake drugB in the privacy of their 
rooms and their toilets. But there 
is a suspicion. Recently, some 
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medicine shops in Delhi told me 
about athletes buying drugs from 
there. So 1 don't think we are all 
innooent.” 

The discrepancies in 
performances at home and in 
international competitions have 
led many to believe that Indian 
sportsmen take drugs to enhance 
performance during trialwwhere 
drug testa are non-existent. Their 
sole aim is to "make the phoren 
trip.” Then when it cornea to 
international competition, where 
drugs teste are stringent, they 
can’t match their home 
performances. Says Nambiar cm 
that subject: “I can only conclude 
that they are afraid of the drug 
tests and so do not take it in 


international oompetiton. ” 

The Subrata Pal case seems to 
have ended that phase of 
drug-taking in Indian sport. Fear 
of being detected in world 
competition no longer seems to 
hold back an Indian from 
indulging in dope- 
But it is not Subrata Pal alone 
who should bare this awesome 
res p o n si b il it y on his well-built 
shoulders. There are others before 
him who have been caught. But 
Pal’s is unfortunate that his oase 

haa happened after the -Tnhrianm 
soandal. And he is the victim of 
the 'Johnson Syndrome’. Pal’s 
m i s ta ke la not that he used drugs, 
but that he was the fool who got 
oaught. 

















W HY did you do it in the first 
plaoe? 

Much has been said and written 
about the ambitions and 
aspirations of the sportsman to be 
repeated here. Of course, the same 
drives and motivations are 
relevant in the Indian oontext too. 
Moreover, the desire to go 

abroad for competition and the 
total absence of drug-testing in 
the oountry, actually tempt the 
athlete to take 

performance-enhancing drugs. 

Apart from being disgraced and 
the medioal complications that go 
with anabolic steroids someone 
like Subrata Pal would not lose 
much by getting oaught. On the 
other side of the ooin, he has 
plenty to gain. His two silver 

would have fetched him a 
oool Rs one lakh as part of the 
Union Ministry’s incentive 
scheme. A tioket collector in the 
Indian Railways. Pal would surely 
have got a promotion. Taking 
drugs therefore seems to be a 
short cut path to success. ..and 
ultimately a life in comfort. It's a 
gamble worth taking since the 
oddB are stacked against you not 
being busted. Though the WFI 
president spelt out the 
punishment for Pal. "He will have 
to reimburse the total costs to 

Auokland and back and he will be 
suspended for two years” 

A former national weightlifting 
ooach who wishes to remain 
anonymous says: “Maybe the 
incentives offered by the 
government are in some way 
responsible for the increase in 
drug abuse in Indian sport. Apart 

from the cash there are other 
perks like the Arjuna Awards, 
promotions and other benefits 
that go with such a triumph. The 
temptation sometimes is so much 
that a person easily suoouxtibe to 
it.” 

The Sports Ministry too sees the 
logic in the above theory and will 
probably review their cash 
incentive policy which gives Rs 
one lakh for a gold medal, Rb 
50,000 for a silver and Rs. 25,000 


for a bronze. 

, The abeenoe of drug tests in the 

oountry further enoourages our 
sportsmen and women. Mr V.C, 
Shukla, the former president of 
the Indian Olympic Association, 
had intended to start a 
drug-testing laboratory. But the 
costs are prohibitive. Explains Dr. 
Chandran: “The only plane 
comparatively equipped to detect 
drugs in India is the Madras Race 
Club lab, functional since 1962. 
Horses are tested for dope there. - 
In 1981 , the year it was being set 
up, the cost for those limited 
facilities was Rs 65 lakhs. Current 
costs would exceed a crore of 
rupees.” The other difficulty is 
that the labs have to be recognised 
and accredited by the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) which has given status to a 
mere 20 labs. In Asia only the labs 
in Tokyo and Seoul are 
recognised. 

Maybe it might be a good idea to 
stop the incentives and use that 
money towards setting up a 
drug-testing lab. But on a more 
seriousnote. 

The drug epidemic in Indian 
sport is spreading and it’s time the 
authorities looked into the 
symptoms and the curse. 

May be, there is yet hope for 
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Subrate Pal's mistake Isn't that he 
ueed drugs, but that he got caught 


Indian sport in the recent news 
that representatives of the 
pharmaceutical industry have 
warned the Government that 
unless prices of most drugs are 
raised, they might be forced to 
abandon their production or cut it 
down 

This might prevent us further 
embarrassment in the sporting 
arenas of the world 

By Andy 0 Brien, with 
reports from Novy 
Kapadla, Delhi and 
Partab Ramchand, 
Madras 
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Clank-and-Gnmt Men Are 


The Kings Of 
Ding takers 


H EY, ho. Here we 
go again. 
Another Big 
Games, another 
drugs scandal 
to write about. 
We’re all getting quite 
good at drugs etoriee 
these days: steroids and 
testosterone and human 
growth hormone and all 
that. We’ve got the 
entire contents of Dr 
Jekyll’s lab shelf worked 
out. 

What is it neat? Pure 
andrenochrome filched 
from fresh cadavers? 
Alligator hearts? 
Wolverine glands? A 
substance so potent that 
one sniff will turn the 
mildest person into a 
raving monster with the 
strength of 10 gorillas, 
the speed of a dozen 

ohiw ^fth« m<r»rf 

ola lobotomlzed 
rhinoceros... 

We had the third 
competitor caught with 
drugs in his system, 
and, wow, what a 
surprise, it was yet 
another weightlifter, 
this one called Gareth 
Hives. That makes two 
Welshmen in all It 
seems that every 
morning at nine all the 
journos in Auckland 
have to assemble at the 
athletes’village to hear 
yet another story about 
drug-addled 
weightlifters. 

In short, there is a 
great deal of hysterical 
talk about drugs. If wa 
wish to condemn the use 
of drugs in sport, or 
otherwise get serious, 
let us do so with a sense 
of perspective. I refuse 
to see Ben Johnson as 
the wickedest man in 
history, or even in the 

II 


history of sport He was 
just another sportsman 
who gave everything he 
bad to win 
The All Black who 
cheated to win a penalty 
on some famous 
occasion or other is 
regarded as a tut of a lad 
or, if you live over here, 
a hero. Johnson is just 
another Cheat, that's all. 


So Is Hives, so Is Ricky 
Chaplin, so is Subrata 
Kumar Paul: the 
weightlifting trio that 
got caught this time. 

The thing about 
performance- enh a ncin g 
drugs is that sport loses 
its point when it gets 
pharmaceutical. We 
want to applaud people 
who are superhuman. 


not people who have 
made themselves lees 
than human. The 
Johnson Affair has 
spoilt some of the taste 
of track and field- these 
days one is reluctant to 
oelebrate a win too 
much. In the words of 
the song, we won’t get 
fooled again 
You’d have to be an 
insane optimist to 
oelebrate a weightlifting 
victory here until 72 
hours had elapsed and 
the sample had tested 
negative Out of the 10 
positive drug tests at 
Seoul, eight ware from 
weightluting. 

Me, lam not 
particularly surprised 
that weightlifters seem 
quite happy to take 
drugs they know will 
affect their sex lives and 
play havoc with their 
livers. The far more 
surprising thing is that 
any body can bear to be a 
weightlifter at all 
Weightlifting offers 
the participant the 
magnificent double at 
considerable pain and 
orudfying boredom. 
Lifters only keep going 
because they are 
fanatics. They set 
themselves little tests: to 
set a new personal best 
for three successive lifts 
from nipple to chin. 
Clank-grunt, then again 
clank-grunt, that’s half 


a kilo better! Now to try 
and outdo myself at the 
lying-down jerk. 

They are deeply 
competitive people who 
long to beat themselves 
and to beat other people 
in competition. You 
don’t want to be at a 
dlsadvantageyou know 
everyone else takes 
them, and everyone 
knows where to get hold 
of them—well, why the 
hell not? It works a bit 
quicker than a year w 
the gym, alter all 

At the Games here 
they tested 33 per oent of 
the weightlifters, 
including 24 medal 
winners. These did not 
include, apparently, 
gold and silver medal in 
the superheavyweight 
category, which strikes f 
me as oertifiably insane 
In the greatest event lies 
the greatest temptation 
What were these 
officials thinking of 9 

The drugs issue is 
with us for a long time 
Sport was invented as a 
form of jolliness, was 
elevated to a 
character-former, 
particularly for the sons 
of Empire (henoe the 
Commonwealth Games) 
and is now pursued as 
an end in itself The 
consequent intensity is 
what makes sport a 
source of fascination. It 
also explains why people 
are willing to cheat and 
to take substantial risks 
with their bodies to gain 
a slight edge, or to keep 
on even terms. 

And the bored, 
demented hordes of 
weightlifters me the 
kings of drug-takers. 

Oo urt w, 


I What is it 
| next? Pure 
andrenochr- 
ome filched 
from fresh 
cadavers? 
Alligator 
hearts? 
Wolverine 
Jglands? 
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Richard Hadlee becomes the 
founder-member of the 400-wicket 
club. And the Kiwis flatten a 
young Indian side 
in the Christchurch Test 
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T here was the 

element of a 
fairy tale to 
Richard Hadlee 
reaching his historic 
400th Test wicket. 
Simply because it 
arrived at least a 
fortnight prematurely. 
Till three weeks before 
the first India versus 
New Zealand Test in 
Christchurch it was 
reasonably clear that the 
bowler would have to 
wait till at least the last 
week of February and 
Auckland’s Eden Park to 
get to his landmark. 
Surgery upon a 


troublesome aohillee j 

tendon meant that he j 

would have to first pass < 
a fitness test before 
staking his claim to a 
place in the side. 

Hadlee bowled two 
sessions at the nets at 
Christohureh's 
Lancaster Park less than 
48 hours before the first j 
Test was to begin and 
pronounced himself fit 
and raring to go. Said 
Bob Cunis, the New 
Zealand cricket 
manager: "I have always 
felt with Richard that he 
is a true professional. He 
feels he is one hundred 


per oent fit and when a 
man like him makes that 
sort of comment you 
wouldn’t expect him to 
go out unless it was 
true.'’ 

By the second evening 
of the Test, Cunis’ and 
Hadlee’s own faith had 
been justified. In a 
dramatic opening to the 
Indian reply to the New 
Zealand first inninge 
soore of458, Hadlee had 
opener Woorlceri Raman 
plumb in front of the 
wicket, Sanjay 
Manjrekar caught at 
short leg by Andrew 
Janes and. after a first 


stint of six overs (16 
runs), Mohammed 
Azharuddin leg before 
wicket with one that 
stayed quite low. Hadlee 
was within one wicket of 
history. 

But history had to 
wait until 3 p.m. on day 
three of the Test. Sanjay 
Manjrekar was to be an 
unwilling accomplice in 
its making. In 1988 
another Indian, Arun 
Lai, was similarly part 
of a Hadlee milestone 
when he provided the 
Sultan erf Swing with his 
reoord-breaking374th 
Test wicket. His newest 

















COLLECTION 

OFSOME 

AMAZING 

QUOTES 

FROM AN 

AMAZING 

CRICKETER 


1 “Each ball is a 
challenge 
irrespective of 
who I am bowling 
to.” 

2 “When I am 
looking at a 
batsman I am not 
simply looking at 
him—lam 
analysing him.” 

3 “There are 
four things 
that go through 
my nund when I 
am bowling, four 
key words. 
Rhythm, the off 
stump, Hate and 


immssm 


would he have 
done now?).” 


Landmarks 


physically and 


the middle.” 


6 “There have 
been two or 
three times when 
I wanted to give 
it all up. I kept 
convincing myself 
that ‘There are 
other things to 
life than sport or 


7 “lamina 
sense, a 

24-hour cricketer. 
When I am not 



thinking deeply 
about it.” 

8 “Personal 
records fire 
me. The world 
record was my 
inspiration long 


record of being the first 
man to touch the 400 
Test wickets mark was, 
by his own admission, 

I more difficult In the 
eleven months leading 
up to history, Hadlee 
i had bowled only 30 
i overs m club cricket 
since recovering from 
surgery Ivehadalot 
ol disappointing times 
it 1 Lancaster Park,” he 
was to say of his home 
l ground ‘Theworld 
record ol Test wickets 
which I shared with Ian 
Botham on 373 never 
happened here and I had 
to go to India to get 
it there was some 


'They li;ni 1 heir 
< ■ a per! ;il ions and 
1 hrir dradllno. 
For nit' lport' \\ as 
always another 
hah’ 


nicety about it (the 
400th wicket) 
happening in 
Christchurch m front of 
my parents and friends 
around It was a nice 
little tribute with 400 
roses being brought out 
to me there "Hie 
oouners of the rose 
bouquets were his 
12 -year-old niece Jaine 
Provan and her 
classmate Melanie 
Brown 

It took a little longer 
than I had hoped I make 


a habit of being one 
wicket short of where I 
want to get to The 
300th wicket (Allan 
Border's) took until tea 
time (in Wellington 
1985-86) the 100th first 
class one was late on 
another day, and 1 blew 
out on the verge of the 
world record a few 
times,” the 
record-breaker was to 
state with an impatience 
of someone who knows 
what he wants, how to 
get it and how long it 


ought to take to get it “I 
think the media was 
probably under more 
stress than I was, ’ the 
champion was to add at 
his Press conference in 
Lancaster Park's 
well-appointed dining 
room “They had their 
expectations and then 
deadlines For me there 
was always another 
ball ” 

Hadlee believes m 
setting himself targets 
His next goals were 
3000 runs in Tests (he 
had 2912 at the end of 
the first Test against 
India) and 100 occasions 
on which he has taken 
five wickets or more in 
aninnings He came 
within a whisker of the 
second goal when he 
captured four for 89 in 
the Indian seoond 
innings as the visitors 
hurtled to a ten wicket 
defeat at Lancaster 
Park “And, of course. 


WHAT RIVALS THINK OF HADLEE! 


“It was like batting against the World 
XI at one end and Ilfoni Second 
eleven at the other.” (An anonymous 
England batsman on the difference 
between Hadlee and the other Kiwi 
bowlers) 


























before it was 
within my reach.” 


9 “Even now 
(sitting on 
his hotel bed at 
the end of the 
day’s play) I am 
thinking of the 
one wicket 
needed to get 
India all out.” 


1 A “ M y 

4 XV/ favouri¬ 
te fantasy was 
standing m goal 
for New Zealand 
during a World 
Cup Soccer final 
against 
Brazil—and 
saving a penalty!” 


n “There is no 
point in 

getting uptight as 
that could affect 
your 

concentration and 
eventually reduce 
your 

effectiveness.” 


“It makes 
you feel 
good when people 
recognise you on 
the street and you 
can hear them 
saying That’s 
Richard Hadlee? 
I thought he was 
bigger. My wife 
Karen walks 
behind me and 
hears all the 
feedback.” 


“Basically, 
fitness has 
three important 
uses—It allows 
you to operate 
more efficiently 
for a longer 
period before you 
tire, it prevents 
and delays 
ipjunes, it 
increases your 
chances of success 
as it complements 
mental 
toughness ” 


“Forme the 
evening in 
the hotel after six 
hours of hard 
work is not a 
switch-off period 
at all.” 
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“My most 
inspiring 
sight was seeing 
Dennis Lillee 



running in to bowl 
during a WSC 
match m 1979.” 



Muhammad 

Ah 


is easily my 
favourite 
sportsman.” 


1 m on my way to 500 
Teat wickets now he 
declared with his 
tongue not so firmly in 
his cheek 

The reasons for the 
deification of Richard 
Hadlee m New Zealand 
are not hard to find 
They go beyond his 
personal acheivements 
because his personal 
acheivements have 
inescapably been linked 
with the for tunes of his 
toam No single New 
Zealander has carried so 
much weight on his 
shoulders New Zealand 
has won 21 Test matches 
since Hadlee made his 
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This is like the 
first four-mirmU* 
mile or climbing 
Mount 1'.'. 


debut m the 1872-73 
season In eight of these 
wins Hadlee aooounted 
lor ten or more wickets 
in five he took five of 
more wickets m an 
innings And there have 
been occasions like the 
latest New Zealand 
victory—against India 
m the first Test at 
Lancaster Park —when 
he had seven wickets m 
the match seven 
decisive wickets And if 
his right arm 
medium-to-fast bowling 
is not enough, his 
left handed batting in 
the lower halfef the 
order has made him New 
Zealand a sixth highest 
scorer of all time 
It was 20 years ago 
that Dick Motz became 
New Zealand's first 
representative in the 
100 Test victims club 
Today Hadlee has more 
than 400 He describes 
the achievement as 'a bit 
like the first 
four-minute mile or 
climbing Mount 
Everest” Hadlee himself 
thinks the man most 
likely to overtake him 
first will be Kapil Dev 


(“but then you never 
know with Indian 
selectors," he added as 
an aside) "Someone is 
going to do it eventually 
but no one forgets the 
person who did it first,” 
Hadlee remarked 
For someone who has 
claimed more than 40 
per cent of the 400 
wickets that New 


Zealand needed during 
their 20 Test victories 
with Hadlee around, 
(excluding the reoent 
one at Lancaster Park), 
he was remarkably 
nonchalant about his 
achievements "It is a 
great day for 
international cricket 
And for New Zealand 
cricket," he said 





For statistics-lovers, the 
magical 400was 
acheived cm the 488th 
day of his Test career 
and his 3200th over 
spread over 80 Test 
matches 

When Bishan Singh 
Bech, the Indian cncket 
manager, thought aloud 
that Richard Hadlee 
oould well beoome the 
first specialist bowler to 
be knighted for his 
services to cncket, the 
New Zealander quipped 


‘if there’s ever 
been a better fast 
bowler (than 
Hadlee), then he 
certainly didn’t 
come from this 
planet’... 

Bracew ell 


“Well, I thought Francis 
Drake was the first 
bowler to be knighted ” 
Hadlee teammate and 
off-spinner John 
Bracewell may have 
been exaggerating only 
slightly when he 
declared in his 
syndicated column “The 
man is amazing and if 
there’s ever been a better 
fast bowler then he 
certainly didn’t come 
from this planet ” 


‘I’m on my way to 500 
Test wickets now* 














FIRST INDIA-NEW ZEALAND TEST, CHRISTCHURCH 


MASSACRE! 


I T 18 a paty but with 
Richard Hadlee 
occupying 
oentrestage at 
Lancaster Park the 
efforts of at least two of 
hlB oollegues were 
drowned in the 
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hosannas that were 
being dedicated to Test 
cnoket’e highest 
wickettaker Danny 
Mornson and Martin 
Snedden, both usero of 
the new ball were two 
other Kiwis who did 
quite a bit of shovelling 
for the Indian grave m 
Christchurch’s 
Lancaster Park 
Mornson, who 
celebrated his 24th 
birthday on day two of 
the first Test, was the 
one who broke the 
Indian will to fight in 


the first innings after 
Richard Hadlee had 
creamed off the first 
three wickets to fall 
Mornson ended with 
five wickets for 75 runs, 
aii impressive statistic 
though not necessarily 
the same in terms of the 
quality of bowling Be 
that as it may, it was 
Mornson who succeeded 
(when Hadlee failed on 
the third morning) and 
farced India to follow on 
Just the previous 
evening, bowling from 
the Pavilion End, he was 
hammered for 44 runs 
off his six overs His 
subsequent five wickets 
were from the far end 
which, coincidentally, 
was from where Hadlee 
took his first three 
wickets the previous 
evening 

Snedden, who shares 
the new ball with 
Mornson for Auckland 
in the local Shell Shield 
bowled an 18-over 
unrelenting spell spread 
over three hours and 
tied down the Indians 
when they were 
following on Snedden 
also provided the 
breakthrough when 
makeshift openers 
Woorken Raman and 
Manoj Prabhakar 
appeared set to give the 
home team a light So 
mingy with runs was 


Snedden that he had two 
for 58 off 25 overs in the 
Indian second innings 
Even the groat Hadlee 
did not get that kind of 
respect from the 
Indians In the 12 5 
overs he bowled in the 
Indian first innings he 
went for just 20 runs 
(and got the wickets of 
Venkatapathi Raju and 
Manoj Prabhakar) 
Though the statistics 
indicate Mornson was 
more successful, 
Sneddon’s role m 
putting the skids on 
India cannot be 
underestimated and by 
the time the senes is 
over he could be among 
the men the Indians 
dread most Mornson 
was nowhore near the 
demon bowler he had 
appeared to be when 1 he 
Indians batted a second 
time He was plastered 
all over the place, going 
fox 94 runs off his 19 
overs with only Raman a 
wicket to show foi 
New Zealand skipper 
John Wx lght s mai athon 
185 was a tnbute to his 
fightmg spmt more 
than anything else It 
was a workmanlike 
innings, not very 
elegant but worth a 
groat deal because the 
Indian medium pacers 
had apparently taken a 
very good grip on the 


MUCH HOPS. MUCHH 
ANTICIPATION. BUT THE NET 
RESULT IS THAT INDIA'S TEAM 
OP THE NINETIES IS PACKED 
OPP WITHIN FOUR DAYS AND A 
NEAR-INNINGS DEFEAT EY 
JOHN WRIGHT'S NEW ZEALAND 


match on day one 
Restricting the home 
team to 255 for three on 
the opening day was not 
hard at all considering 
the wicket prepared by 
Bussell Wylie was nice 
and hard and the ball 
was coming on to the bat 
well Of the lot, Manoj 
Prabhakar was 
especially unluoky 
Times without number 
he had Wlight groping 
against the ball that l 
swung away from the | 

left-handed New Zealand 
captain Against the . 
spinners debutant ' 
Venkatapathi Raju and , 
Narend ra Hirwam ' 

Wright was more 
self assured Wnght 1 
was to admit later that 
he was a little lucky to * 
get away with 
play and misses against 
Prabhakar and end the 
day batting on 1«?7 He 
rear hed his best Test 
score the following day 
without much difficulty 1 
Of the other New I 

Zealand batsmen to ^ 
impress, Andrew Jones 
looked like a champion I 
Though Ken Rutherford . 
was the second highest 
scorer aftei Wnght, it 
was Jones’ in rungs that 
looked more solid and 
wholesome Jones 
scored 52 Rutherford 
who took a double 
century off the Indians 
while turning out for 
Otago a week earlier, 
blossomed after an 
unconvincing start in 
hie comeback Test 

The real revelation | 

dunng the Indian reply 
to New Zealand s 459 
came from r 

night watch man Sagi | 

Lakshmi Venkatapathi 





Raju. He was sent in 
after Asharuddin waa 
out late on day two for a 
sparkling but all too 
brief 48 runs. He stayed 
on till close to the lunch 
reoess of day three, 
sooring 31 priceless 
runs. Raju's 
batamanehip was 
disciplined, almost 
textbook-like. He 
showed that the rest of 
the Indian team, with 
the possible exception of 
Sidhu had exaggerated 
Morrison's efficiency. 
Sidhu, topsoorer with 51 
in the Indian first 
innings, was very 
obviously in great pain 
after one from Morrison 
had hit him on his right 
hand knuckle. 

Raju was originally to 
have batted at number 
nine but having gone in 
at number five the 
previous evening, 
stayed on till he was the 
last man out. Apart from 
the 58 runs he put on for 
the fourth wicket with 
Sidhu in the first 
innings he was to share 
35 for the eighth wicket 
with fellow-debutant 
Atul Wassan (not out 24) 
while himself 
contributing an 
accomplished 21. On the 
strength of these two 
shows nobody should be 
surprised if Raju bats 
higher up in the batting 
order in the weeks to 
come. Raju was 
reasonably sucoesful 
with the ball too. He had 
three for 86, off 35 overs 
and though he did not 
attack he had his own 
uses os a checker of the 
run-flow. Wassan began 
badly as first-change 
bowler but bowled more 
steadily thereafter. 

Raman, topsoorer 
with 96 in the Indian 
effort to avoid an 
innings defeat, was 
distinctly unlucky not to 
get his first Test 


oentury. Kept his head 
down and played 
sensibly. The only 
spot on his copybook 
during his long vigil 
was the one that caused 
his downfall: he had his 
sights trained on the 
largely untenanted 



terraces when he lashed 
out at Morrison and only 
suoeeeded in giving a 
catch to Andrew Jones, 
running back from 
square leg,. 

Raman’s has been a 
remarkable career. 

Since making his debut 
against the West Indies 
in Madras in 1987-88 he 
had played only two 
more (against the West 
Indies in the West Indies 
and against New 
Zealand at home). Even 
the Test he played in the 
West Indies was on 
second thoughts, as it 
were, after 
Krieh n a m achari 
Srikkanth was laid low 
by an lan Bishop 
delivery and had to be 
sent home. On the recent 
tour of Pakistan by the 
Indian team he did not 
get a look in. His 
innings of 96 therefore 
ought to seal his place 
for at least the 
remaining two Tests in 
New Zealand. Ironically, 
he will also remember 
the first Test for his 
shoddy fielding. At least 
three catches went as 
the gangling 
left-handed batsman 
from Tamil Nadu let his 
concentration in the 
gully-slips arc waver. 
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faenevsr grounded 
Ms bat. Bui late last 
year's trip to 
Australia for* 
dnfrTwt match aeries 
changed it All. 

“I stood that 
(upright? way only 
because of nsy back . 
problem and the 
raoaht change has 
proved much more 
comfortable.” Wright 
said after he had got 
to his highest score in 
Testcricket. “The 
hardest thing was to 
change the stance 
after seven or eight 
years. It was a 
psychological barrier 
really, to have the 
conviction to say 
■Come on , let’s go 
down and start and 
seetfitworks."It .. 
worked. 

After dilly-dallying^ 
during a net practice* 
seeaton after drawing 

the Ihrt against 
Australia in Perth, ha 














AUCTION 

HOUSE 


MEDIAWATCH 



I want to sell a 
second-hand table 
tennis table in excellent 
condition. 

MANISH MITTAL 
B 313 New Friends Colony, 

New Delhi 
Telephone 6830785 

1 want to sell a 
carromboard in 
excellent condition (2 Vt 
years old). The striker 
and the ‘men’ arc* also 
intact. 

GOPAL BHATTACHARYA 
Flat 11 F jayJayanti, 

2 Mandeville Gardens, 

Calcutta 700019 

I have two steel ‘Wilson’ 
tennis racquets (USA) 
which I would like to 
sell for Rs 800 each. The 
specifications of the 
racquets are:- 
Monel—Wilson T-21X >0. 
Tension—50-65 lbs. 
String pattern—11 
main/ifi cross with 
original Wilson guts. 
NIKHIL ROY CHOWDHURY 
57/16 Ballygunge Circular 
Road. 

Calcutta 700 019 
Telephone 753385 

I am interested in 
buying any pre-1950 
Wisden for sale. < 

SUDEEP GUPTA , 

001 Fidahuaain 
19 uanesh Chandra Chandra , 
Avenue, 

Calcutta 700 013 

Have you got a sporting 
Hem at home that you 
would want to pet rid of? Or 
somethi ng that you would 
want to buy, but don't know 
ttfh ir t to look? 

whwi wp eea aeaeaeee 

Why not advertise in this 
column? Write to ‘Auction 
House', Sports world, 6 
PrafuMa Sarhar Street, 
Calcutta 70© 001. The 
s erv i ce Is absolutely free. 



I NOTICED two 
errors by TV 
commentators d unng 
the Nehru Cup final 
recently The English 
commentator Prasenjit 
Dutta referred to the 
Olimpia team from 
Paraguay as the 
Paraguayan team from 
Olimpia The Hindi 
commentator Kukoo 
Walia went one better, 
he referred to the 
Olimpia side as 
‘Paraguay’ 1 

DEVRANJAN 

CHATTERJEE 

Calcutta. 

O N the English TV 
news, the 

announcer mentioned 
that Hadlee's 400th Tost 
wicket was celebrated by 
playing the Frank 
Sinatra classic ‘My 
Way’ A fitting 
commemoration 
ABHIJIT SAMANTA, 
Haldla. 

I TS probably only a 
coincidence but the 
third day’s Christchurch 
Test highlights on TV 
showed Tendulkar 


wearing a half-sleeved 
sweater each tame he 
went out to bat. He was 
out in the course of a 
single playing day 
twice. Compare this with 
his wearing only a 
half-sleeved shirt in 
Pakistan while the 
fielders wore two 
sweaters. Does the 
sweater explain in its 
own way why Tendulkar 
was out for only O and 
23 in Christchurch, 
while he had been so 
successful m Pakistan? 
RAHUL MISRA, 
Sambalpur. 

S OMETHING odd that 
I noticed was how the 
Indian weighthfters 
standing on the victory 
podium at the 
Commonwealth Games 
did not even whisper 
(forget sing) the 
national anthem when it 
was played Compare 
this with the Australian 
i swimmers (gold, silver 
or bronze) who sang or 
at least moved their bps 
when their anthem was 
being played Someone 
suggested m jest that 
since they were not used 
to winning medals they 
were not used to singing 
nationals anthems 
either' The other oddity 
was the Indian 
contingent wearing 
coate and ties for the 
opening ceremony 
Where has all the 
national pnde in 
wearing the bandh-galla 
and trousers or the 
ethnic kurta-pyjama 



gone 9 

M.A. RADHAKRI8HN A, 
Bangalore 

R ichard hadlee’s 

neice walked into 
the ground to present 
him with 400 roses after 
he had got to the 
landmark 
SNEHAL 
BHATAWDEKAR, 

Pune. 

M artin Crowe’s 

amazing catch of V 
Raju during the first 
Test had the 
commentator 
remarking that ‘he 
showed the » eflexes of 
Commonwealth Games 
badminton player’ 

R.S. RAJU, 

Madras. 

T HE gesture by 
Bishen Bedi and 
A W Kanmadikar to 
walk out and 
congratulate Hadlee was 
commendable It is 
gestures like these that 
go to improve relations 
between teams during a 
tough senes 
RAJEEV SHARMA, 

New Delhi. 

D uring the Benson 
and Hedges 

one-dayer between West 
Indies and Australia 
which we picked up 
from RupavahimiSn 
Lanka TV), Curtley 
Ambrose s wide delivery 
ended up at point* 

M. J ANAKIRAMAN, 
Maylladuthurafon 


W hen Bedi was 
interviewed on 
New Zealand TV and 
referred to as the Indian 
coach, he immediately 
interrupted to say that 
he was only the ‘Indian 
Cricket Manager’ 
Wonder what the 
difference is between the 

PARTHASEN, 

Calcutta. 















The barriers 


between East 


and West 


crumble with 


the Berlin 


Wall, leaving 


the Soviet Bloc 


sporting stars 


at the mercy of 


market 


economics 


REEDOM is 
Katarina Witt 
skating m a 
Pepsi 

advertisement 
Sergei Bubka 
endorsing Wheaties, the 
breakfast of champions, 
and Gheorghe Hagi 
promoting the 
revolutionary taste of 
Chicken McNuggets 
In the brave new world 
of Eastern Europe, 
anything is possible 
Athletes are confronted 
by the challenge, 
unthinkable a matter of 
months ago, of building 
an independent life from 
the wreckage of 
Bucharest and the 
Berlin Wall 
The political 
earthquake that shook 
the Soviet Bloc to its core 
shattered a structure 
that sustained a 
sporting elite whose 
medalB were the 
cheapest method of 
forging a national 
identity Suddenly, 
heroes of Socialist sport 
are at the mercy of 
market economics 
To 

financially-embarrassed 
administrators, 
struggling to come to 
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One wonders whether the 
hunger will subside. Sport is 
no longer a rare passport to 
supposed lands of milk and 
honey 


terms with 

commercialism, they are 
sources of hard 
currency, to Western 
enterpreneurs * uey 
represent novelty value 
Defection has been 
decreed a waste of 
resources 























NO RETURN 
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|" ie new-found freedom will have 
the Socialist sporting heroes 
running around in circles 


Administrators, 
recognising the 
inevitability of an 
exodus to the West, are 
attempting to encourage 
restless stars to leave 
through official 
channels 

More will follow the 


The most successful 
sporting nation on earth is 
selling its aura of 
invincibility 


example of Hagi, the 
soccer player put up for 
sale by the Romanian 
Government, and Witt, 
who was in Spain 
Bhooting her £ 3 million 
film Carmen on Ice when 
the Wall began to 
crumble 

On that day, 

November 10,1989, 
Kristin Otto, who won 
six swimming gold 
medals for East 
Germany m Seoul, wrote 
in her diary “Everybody 
wants to seize this 
moment because all have 
been waiting for it for so 
very long ’ 

Since sport magnifies 
the experiences of 
everyday life, we she”’ 1 
not be surprised it has 
proved to be cathartic 
Corruption has been 
exposed 
long-restrained 
jealousies aired Caught 
in the hurricane of 
history, athletes have 
sheltered as best they 
can 

“There are so many 
things that are wrong in 
our country " reflects 
Wolfgang Hoppe the 
East German double 
Olympic champion who 
has dominated 
bobsleighing for a 
decade People think 1 
have special privileges 
because I have a Trabant 
and a Lada and can 
compete m the West II 
the public knew what 
worthwhile projects are 
financed by the money 
we bring home from 
performances, people 
wouldn’t be so critical of 
sportsmen ” 

Otto, whose Peugeot 
car and three-bedroom 
apartment m Leipzig are 
the rewards of sporting 
excellence, stresses “We 
cannot do without help 
from other countries 
Our situation now calls 
for us to put everything 
m proper order " 






But m bo doing. East 
Germany risks 
sabotaging the system 
which has produoed 578 
Olympic medallists 
since 1856, from a 
population almost 7 per 
oent that of the United 
States 

The most successful 
sporting nation on earth 
ia selling its aura of 
invincibility Its 
application of science in 
sport, the assessment 
process that spans child 
and coach, now has a 
retail value that cannot 
be ignored 

With travel 
restrictions eased, one 
wonders whether the 
hunger will subside 
Sport is no longer a rare 
passport to supposed 
lands of milk and honey 

One of my enduring 
memories of sport 
behind the Iron Curtain 
is of a shaven-headed 
boy, aged no more than 
eight He was m a ware 
house in East Berlin that 
acted as a gym, 
pounding a fraying 
punchbag He wore a 
grubby white vest, 
baggy blue shorts, and 
an intense look that 
radiated the knowledge 
that sport represented a 
way out 

We did not suspect it 
at the tune but he was 
born into a fortunate 
generation AsUlf 
Timmerman the East 
German Olympic 
champion who holds the 
world shot put record, 
said “Everything is now 
possible It is an 
amazing fact but we are 
now allowed to travel 
without official 
permission or 
supervision Until now, 
even official team trips 
have been cut as short as 
possible ’ 

Certain Olympic 
sports unfashionable to 
Western eyes, will 


The East Bloc 
has always 


figure skating 


and people like 
Dmitri Gromov 
(pictured here) 
will have a wide 
choice 




undoubtedly suffer from 
the upheaval Soooer is 
also likely to be a 
casualty of the politics of 
envy 

Eastern European 
leagues, such as those In 
Hungary, Poland and, 
Increasingly, the Soviet 
Umon, which have been 
stripped of outstanding 
homegrown talent, are 
paihed imitations of 
Western counterparts 
Uwe Ampler, the East 
German cyclist who has 
just become professional 
and is regarded as a 
legitimate Tour da 
Frsuice contender, is 
relieved to have escaped 
what he depicts as a 
sour, bureaucratic, 
system riddled with 
self-interest 
He collected a new oar 
each of the three times 
he won the Peace Race, a 
long-distance event 
taking m 

Czechoslovakia East 
Germany and Poland 
But on his return home 
he was ordered to give it 
to a party apparatchik 
There ia, however, still 
a notable loyalty to the 
system and, m East 
Berlin, surprising 
resistance to the notion 
of representing a unified 
Germany Timmerman, 
who intends to enter 
more international 
events this summer, 1 b 
not alone In promising 
"I won't leave my home I 
could take more money 
m the West perhaps 
drive a Mercedes instead 

H *‘ m —“lurg But there 

i 

cation, jobs 
>s, assurance 
social cares 
n care of ” 
xmtrol of an 
'a income has, 
ctly.ooai 
loslovakia Ivan 
jendland 
Martina 



Navratilova It will 
continue to puah leading 
Soviet tennis players 
into conflict with the 
authorities 

It is a recurring 
problem which crosses 
■porting boundaries 
Despate his touching 
faith in the principles of 
Socialist sport, 
Timmerman is aware 
that, as an Olympic 
champion, he 
oommaadsan 
appearance fee in the 
region of E 3,000 

"Sponsors have paid 
appearance money and 
prize money for ODR 
athletes in the past, but 
all of it went straight to 
the sports federation,” 
he admits, “The 
individual got none of it 
Now I think there will 
be some money for Ulf, 
and others There will be 
no selling of our athletes 
below the pnoe paid for 
other countries' 
athletes ” 

However it remains 
unlikely that Eastern 
Bloc athletes will be 
allowed to keep more 
than a third oi then 
earnings In some cases 
they will be fortunate to 
escape with a basic 10 
percent Compensation 
comes in promises from 
administrators who 
appear to have taken 
their cue from Mikhail 
Gorbachev Klaus 
Eichler, one of East 
Germany’s most 
influential sports 
officials, concedes "We 
have been too secret, we 
have hidden too muoh 

The point of no return 
has been reached 
Eastern European sport 
is exposed to the world, 
warts and all Its 
figureheads cure symbols 
of a more hopeful world 
they are worth their 
weight in gold, Olympic 
or otherwise 
Mleheei Calvin 
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T HIS is by nature 
of an obituary: 
not for a person 
but for a Test 
career cut off in its 
prime. For in effect that 
is what wil> have 
happened once Mike 
Gatting plonks his bulk 
into a seat on a South 
African Airways 
plane 

In opting to tour 
South Africa this winter 
and next, he and his 
colleagues will rule 
themselves out of Test 
cricket until the spring 
of 1998. 

In June this year 
Gatting will be 33, no 
age for a quality 
batsman. But 41? That is 
a different matter. It is a 
pound to a pickle 
sandwich that the best 
Middlesex batsman 
since Compton will 
never again wear the 
lions and crown of 
England. 

For one who has 
followed and admired 
his career since he rolled 
noisily into the 
Middlesex dressing 








bludgeons rather than 
the wand—although he 
can be surprisingly 
delicate at times. When 
the Test bio-rhythms 
were right he could be 
devastating, as for 
instance in Faisalabad 
when for little more 
than an hour he 
harnessed a blazing 
temper to score 79 
breathtakingly brutal 
runs to reduce the 
Pakistani attack to 
ineptness after others 
had struggled. 

It took him 52 goes to 
make a century for his 
country —from Karachi 
in 1978 to Bombay in 
1984. The longer he 
went without that 
hundred, the harder 


PATR 






MIKE GATTING 


T.BU 


Mike Selvey sympathises with his 


room to begin his career 
in 1975, it is desperately 
sad. For there has been 
no one, in my 
experience, who has 
valued playing for his 
country more. He weeps 
at patriotic music and at 
great deeds by other 
British sportspeople. He 
is a very proud man. 

He is also a pretty 
good player, a 
high-quality butcher 
who deals in biffs and 


mentally it was to 
achieve. When he finally 
carved the runs through 
extra cover that took 
him to three figures, it 
was like a casting off of 
chains. 

Even the English 
press contingent 
recognised it for what it 
was, and in an 
unprecedented gesture 
rose and applauded. The 
irony of that will not be 
lost on him today. 


Barely has he stinted 
since. 

But the past couple of 
years have been painful 
to watch, as the 
cheerful, beaming barrel 
of a lad has become a sad 
greybeard, old and 
world weary before his 
time. The pinnacle of his 
career had come when, 
as captain, he marched 
his troops magnificently 
round Australia, 
cleaning up trophies 


wherever they went. 
Gatting later donned his 
top hat and was gonged. 

His downfall was swift 
and systematic. Within 
the Australian Triumph 
had been the first 
evidence of the 
breakdown of discipline 
within the England 
camp, and it was to cost 
them dear. Not only did 
the team performances 
become poor, but 
petulance was rife—led. 













TOMMY HINDLEY 




he has maintained that 
hp did not really want 
the South Afrian ti ip 
that England would 
always be more 
important 
It would be good to 
think that m years to 


Getting will be 
remembered, eccordlng 
to Mike Selvey, “for the 
dismissive power of Me 
etrokepley;forthe 
wide-brimmed old eunhat 
end hie waltzing yarde 
down the pitch ae befits 
the holder of a bronze 
medal from the Neaeden 
Rltz dance hall...” 


seamer who has strayed 
just a fraction off line 
Even. God help us, for 
the reverse sweep 
Sadly, it is more likely 
that he will be 
remembered as a rebel, a 
pawn, as someone who 
confessed to not 
knowing much about 
apartheid when he did 
not really mean that He 
allowed himself to be 
dragged into another 
game beyond his scope 
We did not even have 
the satisfaction of a 
fitting end to his Test 
career Instead, on his 
home ground of Lord’s 
last summer he poked 
his pad tentatively down 
the pitch to Terry 
Alderman, raised hi* bat 
aloft and departed, f ji 
the umpteenth time leg 
before without offering 
a shot His team-mates 
maintained that he did it 
so often that, like 
British heavyweight 
boxers selling 
advertising space on the 
soles of their boots, he 
should have his bat 
stickers put on upside 


HER. REBEL 


lleague and former England captain 


it has to be said by the 
captain 

Later, in Faisalabad 
following that defiant 
innings and tn one oi the 
most notorious sporting 
incidents of the decade, 
he confronted the 
umpire Shakoor Rana 
when he should not have 
done bo, as he knows 
and admits 

Gatting's stand, and 
his virtual condoning, 
through his own 


actions of the team s 
behavioui on the toui of 
New Zealand which 
followed, might 
justifiably have cost him 
his job, and had it done 
so he might, curiously, 
have not been doing 
what he is today 
A broken thumb, loss 
of form, and the death of 
his muoh-loved 
mother-in-law added to 
the troubles last 
summer, yet to the last 


come it will be for his 
cricket that Gattmg is 
"emembered for the 
dismissive power of his 
stroke play for the 
wide-brimmed old 
sunhat and his waltzing 
yards down the 
pitch—as befits the 
holder of a bronze medal 
from the Neasden Ritz 
dance hall- to smack 
some hapless spinner 
over longoff, or winding 
up to crunch square a 


down But that innings 
was the final straw He 
never played for 
England again 
Gattmg, who by the 
spring of next year will 
be a reported £200,000 
richer, does not need 
and would certainly 
never seek or expect my 
sympathy, but that is 
exactly what he has 
today 

Camay TlaOMyTalaaraph 
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England i^eald 


African cricket 


to reentitsuch - 
talented touriete. 

England captaincy 
last year when Ossie 




appointment, iapne 
ofnmx^embittsred 
men. ■ ■ - ■ 
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playing fin* England. 
England captain in 


apperanoee. uaiung 
suggested: “Perhaps 
cue qualifying 
standard could be 
thalto play tor ■ 
^dgiland^u ^iuet 
bave been educated In 


security man 
patroliingihe 
corridor outside tells 
you tbat this is no 
ordinary tour. 

Qatting is burdened 
with more than 
captaining a cricket 
team. The tourists are 
solely identified with 
him, the 
anti-apartheid 
protesters aim their 
demonstrations at 
hiro.anditisbis 
name that is plastered 
on their placards 

“If that's the only 
thing I have tooope 
with that suits me 
lUfei” fceSaJd. ’’ 


over hereldislike ■'"> 
apartheichritls a 
hasty system—but it 
is onlythe politicians 
who will he Shte to 
sort it out. 

"I don’t want to talk 
with those who 
oppose our presence. , 
fve heard their 
argument. They don’t p 


. •They're going to - 
try to shoot vis, to • • 

. demonstrate, to rim •; 
up and down 
corridors... phone us ■ 

; in themiddieof the 
night, 

*1 can't do anything 
about that, Tm here to 
play cricket. But 
whether .the other 
side like h or not. the 
South African Oicket 
Union has nw-raoial 
sport. They have tried 
to breakdown 
apartheid. 

“Meanwhile, we’d . 
UketosendGoochie 
ourbestwishesBiit 
if you'vegotlOguy* ■ 
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THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


C ARRYING on with 
the three- 

movement com¬ 
binations from Jcu- 
mite-dachi , this week 
let's discuss two straight 
punches followed by a 
somani -jodan -yokogiri 
or a side kick that is 
delivered to the front. 

Standing in kumite - 
dachi, throw a straight 
punch with the left 
hand. Flick the hand 
back to guard the face 
even as you follow it up 
with a straight punch 


with the right hand. Us¬ 
ing the forward momen¬ 
tum created by the 
second punch, swivel 
your body so that you 
are side-on to your oppo¬ 
nent and deliver a side 
kick to the chin region. 

As explained earlier, 
the first punch should 
stop an onrushing oppo¬ 
nent. the second should 
push him back and cre¬ 
ate space and the kick 
should drop him. 

By SMvaJi Ganguly 
Kyokushinkai-ken karate 
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And finally ■ ski* kick 
delivered to the front 
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T he 

formative 
years, they 
say, are the 
problematic 
years. If 
that be true then there 
must be many problems 
on the present women’s 
pro tennis circuit. 

While their 
contemporaries hang 
out with guys at the 
disco, there are dozens 
of young girls growing 
up wielding their 
rackets around the 
globe. But the tennis 
itself is the less 
problematic part of these 
teenage lives. 

The stress, pressures 
and tensions of the 



professional game add 
on years to young tennis 
players. And success. 
Ah. that too is a great 
catalyst of ultimate 
failure. 

Asked if success is 
likely to change her, 
Monica Seles, the 
15-year-old Yugoslav 
tennis prodigy, replied: 
“No, I’m just going to 
stay the same little old 
me.” This may not be 
easy in a profession 
where lavish rewards 
are won by 
single-minded 
dedication, often at the 
expense of wholesome 
companionship during 
formative years. 

Valda Lake, a 
moderately talented 
British player aged 21 
and ranked 243 in the 
world, underlined one of 
the problems recently in 
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announcing: that she 
was going to leave the 
sport and study art. She 
said she found other 
competitors on the 
women's circuit 
“shallow, with closed 
minds”, elaborating: “No 
one even chats to each 
other. The money makes 
playing on the circuit 
extremely difficult. It is 
so ruthless. Everyone is 
trying so hard to be 
professional they are not 
willing to be normal" 

Those who do have 
expressed similar 
sentiments. Martina 
Navratilova, the 
eight-times Wimbledon 
ohampion, whose 
personal life has been 
well documented, finds 
Steffi Grafs aloofness 
irritating after having 
established a keen 
rivalry and rapport with 


Chris Evert down the 
years. 

“I don’t really speak to 
her that much; rather, 
she doesn’t speak to me,” 
Navratilova said after 
losing to the 20-year-old 
West German in the 
final of the United States 
Open last September. 
“She doesn’t talk to 
anybody really.” Graf 
said the lack of 
communication was 
mutual: “It seems 
difficult to start a 
conversation with her, I 
don't know why. ” 

Friendship is difficult 
when the player you 
exchanged pleasantries 
with yesterday is now on 
the other side of the net, 
determined to steal your 
thunder, and you hers, 
knowing that the cycle 
will continue on courts 
around the globe. 


“To one degree or 
another, every tennis 
star needs an alterego,” 
is the opinion of Ted 
Tinling, guru and 
director of internation al 
liaison for the women's 
tour. “Once you get to 
the top level all your 
previous colleagues turn 
against you, and finally, 
if you’re really good, 
they all gang up against 
you so that you’re 
squeezed upwards 
towards the top of the 
pyramid until you’re 
totally alone. All the top 
stars I’ve known have 
been in that position. 
They’ve always had 
someone from the 
outside who can provide 
them with the balancing 
factor of life.” 

“Burn-out" is the 
popular term for young 
tennis players who fail 


to fulfil their potential, 
and for years the names 
Tracy Austin and 
Andrea Jaeger have 
been synonymous with 
early retirement caused 
by injuries and stress. 
Jennifer Capriati has 
been told cautionary 
tales about Austin and 
Jaeger so often that she 
could be forgiven for 
thinking they are her 
half-sisters. 

There is a school of 
thought which feels that 
the era of young girl 
champions is at an end. 
That Jennifer Capriati is 
perhaps tne last of the 
teenagers to make it to 
the senior tour. What 
befalls the present 
young women will be 
chronicled with great 
interest. 
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• becauseof '. 
te African 
blood in its 
midst. When it is 
vicious, it is beoause of 
ftoxtuguese Mood. And 
vrimn it is submissive 
(Which it rarely is), it is 

hgOSus s nf’t fiiw Kiwrtii 

Butnoneuf the three, 
etcher singly or in 
combination has got 
SrasU the World Cup in 
the last 80 years, 
for two deoadas.the 
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outdone by tits West 
Oenns3».U*e French 
and the Argentines. Yst 
the Brasilians wars no 
pushover* in either the 
World Cup*, or In any 
major cri® petition in 
this period. Flashes af 
hrilttonoesndhardluok 
;«toria*i;.iwe' : ' • 




At 39. he's going 
strong after tatroduoing 
aflve-msn midfield tor 
the dope America sad, 
World Cup qualifying 
ganmOopyinghis 
AigontiaeoOixsdjnpartf 
CaiiosBilardowtth 
greatsuooeee. Along 
timaegohewsea 
moderate goalkeeper •; 
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But he is a very lucky 
man. He had some of me 
most gifted players in 
the world available. Had 
he not chosen a firman 
midfield, he would still 


have succeeded in any 
other attaching or 
defensive formation for 
this reason. 

TfceOopa America was 
used by fcijmss a testing 
ground for Italia1990. 
Initially, Brasil beat * 
Venacuel*3-1. and 
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The yellow aad&his 
brigade is bade tor the 
14& time. And with a 
.vengeance. With an 
‘ all-powerful blend of 
European tactical 
knowledge, added to 
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points~--winningali 
thrra games deservedly 
After 40 years, Brasil 
teem the South 
Amsncan champs 
again And it oouldn t 
have oame at a better 
time. 

Two year* baok, after 
the disastrous 1987 
Oopa America, where 


sssjurdtoig to the 

<-c**ea98^earold 
goalkeeper kthfhttei. 
Zealand «tet 

grillroriftfin iru 

unglatnoroua, TafParal 
fe not world chum, but 
the beet in Brasil. 

Leading tin attack la 
Qaraoa, who needs no 
introduction. In 
devastating sn ppori at* 
Bebstc, a brilliant 
96*yeerold striker, and 
Romarto, the highest 
eoorer of the Seoul 
Olympiad with 7 goals, 
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now with PBV 
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This trio is deadly on the 
counter-attack. And can 
aooxe from halfbhanoee. 
Babet finished as the top 
eoMwar the 1989 Cbpa 
America with • guele. 

Bebetoiafifeetaix 
inohee in height and 
weighs a met; 80 
kfiograma. /AnItalian 
reporter predicts, tf he 
goes to Italy they'd 
break his lege in two 
minutes "May be. But 
hafe the hottest propeorty 
in Brasil now He lives 
with his wile and aiz 
brother* and six sisters. 
Does not smoke or 

7aete,2doge,turttee, 
perfeute and birds end 
hie real name ia Joes 
Roberto Game de 
Oliveira. 

Hewasvatadthe 
third-beet player of tha 
year in 1989by World 
Boooer. after Chillit 
andlferooVanBasten 
of Holland. 

On the field, bek 
quick thinking, very 
met, and squeaaea into 

**tm punft-lty 

to aoore with both head 
and feet 

, Ruling Brasil’* 
midfield is Carlos 
Dung*, also 26. He tea 
bom midfield leader, in 
Ifeiiw ypeefkTii cnotilljl * 
Does not waeteaball. 
Has vision and iaqutok 


thinking Andfbramost, 
laateam player. He has 
more than able support 
from Alemao Valdo n* 
SQfae Dungalawith 
FLorentina, Italy while 
VaJdo entertains BanHoa 
of Portugal Both are in 
good form, aa 
detnonatrntad in the 
defeat of Italy, at 

Uwiwgw lUifirtif 

1989. Thera, Dunga, 

Alfwnn y^ 

dominated the Italian 
midfield trio of 
Omunini, De Hapoti and 
Berti. Muller and 
Geovanni, addtothe 
noh midfield 


Baying JOse Carlo* 
Moser ee libera, a 
80 year old 
foreign-based player, 
has given solidity to the 
defence, with able 
support t^im Julio 
fife*** 

1986squad, Jorgtoho 
now with Bayer 
LeverkueenandWest 
Qermany, andBanaooof 
Posto, Portugal, are 
menaci ng on tu* 
counter attack too. 

The yellow and blue 

liy l gfl dy fiff 

But the question Is will 
they retain this form 
after fbur months? Or, 
•have t&^y been overrated 
oowtpdsf 

Italia 1990wj P 
‘Pfovife us the answer. 








EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 


SPORTS WORLD: Which other sport 
did you play as a young boy and when 
did you start boxing? 

MUHAMMED ALI I did not play 
any other sport only boxing 1 
was 12-years-old when somebody 
stole my bicycle The man who did 
so was bigger and stronger than 
me The policeman I reported the 
theft to advised me to jam a gym 
and learn boxing so that 1 could 
prevent such thefts in future I 
decided to learn boxing as a result 
of this 

How significant was your gold medal 
win at the Tokyo Olympics? 

I was only 18 years old and T 
wasn't sure whether I would win 


the gold But I believed m it It was 
a great feeling to win as I was 
suddenly the beet m the world and 
it waa my first championship win 
You threw your medal into the river and 
later in life converted to Islam. Was all 
this a part of feeling victimised 
because of your colour? 

As a Christian I was disillusioned 
and confused In Islam you have 
only one God Islam has given me 
a lot of peace and stability (with a 
cheeky gnn on his face) I used to 
chase a lot of women in my 
younger days I don’t do so 
anymore Islam has made me 
more God oonscious and humble 
Why were you so stubborn about 


Muhammed Ali 
descended on 
Madras recently 
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Cltandawarkar 

Joining the " 

us army managed an 

thereby OXClUSIVe 

interview 
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and some Wlul 

of your the Champ 

best years 
as a boxer? 

I did not join the war because the 
Holy Koran does not believe in 
war We had no business being w 
Vietnam It was a useless battle 
We were absolutely wrong 

What made you go after the title time 
after time? 

I always wanted the people of the 


“I used to chase a lot 
of women in my 
younger days mu a I 
don't do so anymore” 
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"A man stole my 
bicycle...so I took 
boxing to prevent | 
such thefts in futur< 







“Tyson is still a kid 
...Let him remain 
champion for 
another ten years 
then you can pro¬ 
ceed to rank him” 


world to recognise t he fact that 1 
was the best 

If you were to name your toughest 
opponent, who would it be 7 

Joe Frazier He had a very hard 
punch and he always kept coming 
at you He never seemed to get 
tired 

And your best fight 7 
George Foreman at Zaire He was 
in great form that year having 
knocked out Frazier m just two 
rounds I beat him in a long duel 
I know you’ve been asked this a 
hundred times but. what is your view of 
Mike Tyson 7 
Mike is a powei lul 
fighter But 
how many years 
has he been 
fighting" 7 Three 
years four 
years he is still 
a kid It took me 
25 years of 
fighting to gam 
recognition Let 
Tyson remain 
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champion for another ten years 
then you can proceed to rank him 
Hypothetically, if you had ever fought 
Tyson how would you deal with him 7 
1 would have kept him at a 
distance I would pop him then 
move and dance, keeping him off 
balance 1 would keep lam 
guessmg all the time This is the 


“We had no business 
being in Vietnam. It 
was a useless battle. 
We were absolutely 
wrong” 


\ 


i 




only way to counter his brute 
force He will remain champion 
for a long time if they don t fight 
him this way 

You have very often said that the world 
today is in turmoil and constant 
tension What do you think people 
should do to achieve peace and 
brotherhood 7 

The world will continue to have 
trouble Allah made the world and 
all the people He runs the world 
by His law If man continues to 
disobey God’s law how can there 
be peace on earth 
While driving a car there are 
certain rules and regulations one 
has to follow If we don't we will 
crash Similarly, if we don’t follow 
God’s rules we cannot live 
peacefully | 


Also see page 82 
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Mario Zagalo 
Sacked 


T HE United Arab 
Emirates have sacked 
their World Cup 
qualifying team 
manager recently! The 
reason? Player 
dissatisfaction for one. 
Conceit for another. On 
his recent tours abroad, 
he said that without his 
services, the UAE would 
never have become a 
soccer power even in 
West Asia. But what got 
the Emirs and the 
federation fed up was 


lifestyles. He called 
them barbaric. 

His fourth World Cup 
dream (twice as a player 
for Brazil in 1958 and 
1982. and twice as a 
manager—for Brazil in 
1970 and. the UAE in 
1990, Italia) has ended 
abruptly. And that may 
also herald UAE's 
sudden death in Italia! 



Hails 1990: the Kaiser’s last challenge 


Beckenbauer On 
Way Out 


F OR the “Kaiser" who 
is the Marketing 
Executive Manager with 
the DFB (German 
league), Italia 1990 will 
be his last challenge. 
Franz Beckenbauer was 
showing signs of tiring 
of the job after 1986. The 
new manager will be 
ex-teammate, Bertie 
| Vogts, who has all the 
necessary job 
j qualifications (unlike 
the ‘kaiser’ who lacks 
them), and presently 
manages the Under-21 
team. 
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Careca Breaks 
His Right Foot 


N APOLI'S Brazilian 
striker broke a bone 
in his right foot, when 
he collided with 
Brazilian teammate 
Alemao during training. 
He's going to be out for a 
month at least With 
fatigue and leg 
weariness adding to the 
pain, Napoli and Brazil 
will have to watch out' 

Tony Meola’s 
British 
Connection 


T HE American squad 
for the World Cup 
has started training at 
La Jolla, California. 
Without Tony Meola at 
goal and striker John 
Harkes, both of whom 
are on trial with 
Sheffield Wednesday of 
England. 

Americans are 
wondering if his 
assurance of coming 
home after the World 
Cup 1990, was afterall 
bogus. 
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Bilardo: needs Valdano desperately 


Jorge Valdano 
Making A 
Comeback 

T HE Argentine at 34 
years, is attempting i 
comeback after an 
attack of hepatitis two 
years ago forced his 
retirement. 

He’s needed for 
Bilardo’s World Cup 


squad in Italy. He played 
for the national B team 
which lost 0-2 to Monaco 
recently. Ironically, the 
‘man of the match’ was 
Ramon Diaz, the 
Argentine whom 
Bilardo desperately 
wants. Even if Valdano 
does not make the 22, he 
will help Bilardo for the 
Italian adventure. 
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B ORN in Imphai, 
Manipur Thoiba 
Smgh started 
playing hockey 
with the boys of the 
neighbourhood Unable 
to get proper hockey 
sticks they fashioned 
crude sticks out of 
bamboo bent at one end 
It was not till 1977 
when he represented 
Singjamei Boys High 
School, that he got to 
use a proper hockey 
stick 

“That same year, 
Thoiba recalls, “a senior 
player of my area 
Tongbram Ibohal Singh, 
taught me the finer 
points of the game He 
had also advised me to 
play left-out because of 
my speed and stamina 
Within a year of hiB 
taking to hockey 
seriously, Thoiba 
represented the State m 
the Junior Nationals at 
Madurai m 1978 The 
following year, though 
still a junior, he was 
promoted to the senior 
team and he continued 
to represent his State in 
both teams till 1983 















Kenyan senior squad) he 
wu the "beet 
aoorer’ of the tour 
Taking into 
consideration Thoiba's 
performance he was 
recalled to represent 
India in the 10-Nation 
Hockey Tournament in 
Hong Kong He even 
figured in the squad 
that participated in the 
Junior World Cup 
qualifying tournaments 
in Malaysia and 
Vancouver in ’84 and 
'85, respectively 
The presence of Zafar 
Iqbal in the Indian team 
for the Los Angeles 
Olympics in '84 saw 
Thoiba Singh being 
dropped Thereafter 
however Thoiba has 




been a permanent 
member of the Indian 
team In feet he is 
considered to be one of 
the pivotal figures of 
Indian hockey today 
He remembers the '86 
World Cup, “That was 
the most humiliating 
defeat we faced Being 
held immediately after 
the Asian Games some of 
our players had no time 
to recover from injuries 
Even Pakistan suffered 
because of fatigue No 
one realised that, we 
were criticised 
unnecessarily " 

Though he picked up 
the nuanoes of the game 
from Ibohal Singh in 
Ixnphal, he says, “I 
picked up a lot from 
Zafar Iqbal Who I think 
is the beet left-cut in the 
world I used to discuss 
strategy with him and 
that has helped me to 
become a better player 
He also feels he has 
further honed his skills 
m the coaching camps 
under M P Ganesh 
national coach 'There is 
more coordination 
among the players these 
days' he adds 
The 23-year-old 
left-out of the Indian 
team has a few 
suggestions for the 
improvement of the 
standard of Indian 
hockey, “Firstly, the 
team should not be 
changed around too 
often, this helps the 
players get to know each 
other well and there is 
better coordination 
among them on the 
ground Secondly, it 
also takes a long time to 
break in new players 
One inexperienced 
player throws the entire 
team out of rhythm 


Thoiba Singh (on 
ground) ceMbratea 
after scoring a goal 


“If a player needs to be 
changed it should only 
be because of lack of 
physical fitness or a 
sharp decline m the 
standard of his game 
Not on the whims and 
fancies of the selectors. ’ 
he asserts 

Thoiba believes that 
the change m rules 
which were 
implemented for the 
first time during t he 
Champions Trophy in 
Germany, '89, should 
help the Indian team 
"Earlier on it was 
difficult foi the Indian 
forwards to sc ore 
because the goalkeepers 
were free to lie down in 
front of the goal poet 
with the new rules it i ? 
comparativelyeasui u 
score 

Thmba thinks that 
foreign coarhes are not 
necessary because they 
are not suited lot our 
pattern of the game It 
can also adversely affect 
the performance of the 
Indian players 

'There are hardly any 
incentives for the 
players A cricketer is 
paid well for every 
match that ht plays Not 
so in hockey he feels 

Thoiba joined the 
Indian Airlines m 83 as 
a Traffic Assistant and 
though he played 
several international 
tournaments he was 
overlooked for 
promotion Disgusted 
with the situation he 
quit After that he joined 
the Food Corporation of 
India as an Assistant 
Manager 

Regarding his future 
plans he said, “I will 
continue to play till the 
Asian Games this year 
and if there is no decline 
in my performance I will 
play m the next 
Olympics ” 
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Says West Indian wicketkeeper 


Jeff Dujon, in an extensive interview 


with Gautam Bhattaohary a 














































































Getting back to cricket, you have been the 
number on* wicket-keeper in the West Indies 
for the last eight years. What is the secret of 
this consistency? 

I suppose the main thing is that I enjoy 
my cricket. Test cricket especially. I 
enjoy playing with the people that I do. 
Obviously, as a professional cricketer, 
you set oertain standards for yourself. 
You have to keep yourself fit in order to 
meet the rigours of international cricket. 
1 do this by playing lot of squash which is 
excellent for wicket keepers. It improves 
your reflexes.. .your speed. 

Can you tell us how you feel... I mean, 
standing up to speedsters day in and day out... 
It’s probably what I am best at. It has 
been very hard. Because, as you know we 
always had four fast bowlers. In the past 
we had two or three. But ever since I came 
into the team we always played four 
bowlers. It’s something that I have had to 
adapt to and I’ve done it pretty well too. 
Tsddng that kind of pace for a whole day 
is not pleasant. Your hands pay the price. 
But there is satisfaction too. The fact that 
I've managed to do it for such a long time 
is a great source of pride for me. It is all 
part of what I wanted to be.. .a good Test 
cricketer. 
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What kind of price have you paid in terms of 
the nature of injuries? 

Well, I’ve broken my fingers many times. 
Strained ligaments and other 
injuries.. .you know. I’ve hurt ligaments 
which do notOheal so there is always some 
sort of pain. And midway through a long 
tour it gets very uncomfortable.. .it’s so 
painful. But this is something that you 
have to grin and bear. 

Do you use any special protection, I mean 
extra padding or... 

Well, I design my wicketkeeping gloves 
myself. The company which sponsors me 
allows me to design my own gloves. This 
has helped somewhat Also, I design my 
own padding inside the gloves. The inner 
gloves, I mean. 

In what way do thesa gloves differ from 
that of ordinary gloves? 

It’s not a manufactured inner gloves 
actually. It’s just two normal pairs of 
inner gloves in which I have put 
padding. So inside the inner gloves also 
there is padding. I have done that in 
order to protect the soft spots of my 
hands. 

There is a school of thought that believes that 
the present crop of West Indian pacers are not 
as good as their predecessors. Do you agree? 

I think, we still have bowlers of genuine 


Dujon and the fruits ol his hard 
labour 


PRADEEP MANDHANi 







pat e and ability And I also think, it is I 
I very unfair to compare our present I 

bowlers to people like Holding or Roberts ! 
1 who were great in their tune The present 1 
i crop are just flowering You'll have to 
give them that 

, No, but the fact remains that people like 
Courtney Walsh have already played more than 
75 one dayers. You just can’t say they are 
flowering. 

Well I don t think anyone can dispute 
Walsh's ability I don’t think anyone oaa 
dispute the abilities of Maloom Marshall 
either And these two have been around 
the longest out of the present crop The 
others are just starting out and they have 
I slot to prove As with Holding and 
Roberts it took time for them to beoome 
great So these young fellows must be 
, given their due Their true ability will 
I show over tune 

You call Holding or Roberts great. Is it because 
of their impressive record? 

Definitely, that is one consideration 
Their record speaks for themselves But 
1 apart from that there is another factor 
, which appealB to me Both started off as 
genuinely fast bowlers However, as they 
I grew older and lost their hip, they 
. refined their skills They learnt to move 
the ball more to use seam more And 
1 they got good results To me these are the 
hallmarks of a great bowler We saw the 
' same thing with Dennis Lillie He lost hie 
I pace but not his guile Richard Hadlee is 
another example 

As tor as potential goes, who would you rate as 
the bast among your present crap of tost 
bowlers? 

I I don’t want to single out anyone 
I Because we are a team a family and we 
are all here to bring the beBt out of each 
I other So I don’t think that it is important 
l to go into that What we should do is wait 
^ for them to develop 

How did you accustom yourself to keeping to 
bowlers of genuine pace? 

By doing it over and over again And 
obviously by keeping myself fit Then, of 
I course, the physio is there to help you 
I He formulates the fitness programme As 
you must have noticed, our fast bowlers 
or other players do not get injured very 
I often They are able to play with injuries 
as they are physically very fit I firmly 
| believe that we are the fittest side m the 
, world And it is apparent from the faot 
I that most of our fast bowlers are aide to 
| carry injuries and still perform 

j _It Is commonly said, that s wickgt keeper's reel 
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The companionship Is evident, 
high fives! 

test lies in standing up to an off spinner on a 
turning track. You have never really had this 
opportunity, does it bother you 7 
Not really If I had to stand up to the 
wicket a lot more because of spin 
bowling, I think it would have been 
physically more taxing This probably 
would have had a greater effect on my 
batting 


Nevertheless, at the same time, it would’ve 
| been much more challenging 7 
| It's very challenging to keep to four fast 
J bowlers I don’t think there ai e very 
I many wicket keepei > around who could 
I stand up to that ter ior a long period of 

* time They are not used to it Similarly at, 
tax as keeping to spin bowling is 
concerned I can't compaie myself to a 
keeper who keeps to spin foi the aim pi ■* 
reason that I am not used to it I came 
into a situation where our attack was 
based on pace and I had to adapt to it 
And I have done that Mind you, th iugh 
it’s physically less taxing it s not 
necessarily easier 

Do you think your batting suffered because of 
wicket keeping? 

Yes, I think so Because I keep wickets I 
bat fairly low down the order The 
opportunities (for getting big scores) 
have not been as many as I would have 
i liked But I still seek a lot of satisfaction . 
from the fact that 1 am part oi ri eat I 

cricket team You must do what s best for * 1 
the team 1 

l 

You have played under both Richards and i 

Lloyd. In what way does the style of captaincy 
differ? 

Well, for starters they are different 
individuals Their temperaments are 
different But in terras of tactical ability 
there is hardly any difference Tactically, 
they are both very good captains 
But when you have four brilliant fast bowlers in 
the side and a batsman called Viv Richards, do 
you require any tactics 7 
Of course, of course 1 Cricket is a game of 
tactics You veto know which bowler to 
bowl when It's not a simple mattei of 
rotating your bowlers You have to use 
them judiciously set proper fields .aid 
things like that It s not as simple as 
giving one of them the ball and asking 
them to go and do it It s never ever been 


Dulon doing what he does 
beet: wicketkeeping 






















that simple I thmk this is a very 
disparaging c ntu iwn to West Indit, i 
cricket because the standaids that wo 
have set in terms of fielding bowling and 
batting dunng the last lO years or moze 
have been unattainable You can't just 
bowl people out You need good fieldeis 
to take catches, batsmen to get runs So 
its not a formality A whole lot olhazd 
work has gone into the success that we 
have eryoyed over the last 13 years 
There is another school of thought which says 
that having four brilliant fast bowlers in the 
team can be counterproductive also 
To handle them successfully you have to 
know the basics of man management as 
well apart ft om your othez captaincy 
qualities 

1 don t think that has ever been the 
problem m our team and I also don’t 
foresee that in the coming years Wears 
a team and we do what is necessary to 
win It doesn’t matter as to who gets 
wickets In the final analysis what is 
counted is the team's performance 

But isn’t that an ideal situation which doesn't 
exist 7 

No, it’s not We never have morale 
problems There is no jealousy between 
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teammates, especially the bowlers Wears 
all there for one purpose to win 

How did you develop this attitude 7 

I Buppose that came automatically We all 
know personally what it means to the 
West Indies to win We enjoy playing 
with each other and, over the years, 
we’ve learnt to play with each other very 
well We may come from different islands 
but we all have the same aim And in the 
West Indies the unifying factor is the 
West Indies cricket team We know what 
cricket means to the West Indians 
Cricket is not just a bread and butter 
game it’s part of West Indian culture 

Be frank on this one.. do you believe it is 
possible to dominate the four fast bowlers day 
in and day out 7 

Why not 7 It has been done Mohinder 
Amarnath did that throughout a senes 
That too in the West Indies 1 

Gavaskar also to a certain extent 

Yes, Gavaskar Then Allan Border Allan 
Lamb That proves it is possible'What 
man has done man can undo But there is 
no definite formula for doing this It 
always vanes from batsman to batsman s 
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Just Horsin’ Around 


“It ia said that to create the Horae, 
Ood spoke to the South Wind thus 
I will create from you a being 
which will be a happiness to the 
, good and a misfortune to the bad 
Happiness shall be on your 
forehead bounty on your back 
and joy m the possessor ' 

Genesis 

•••And so it was indeed at 

the President’s Estate Polo Club 
(PEPC) Horse Show Churning up 
the grounds outside the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium were 
some 300 riders and their trusty 
steeds nostrils flanng hoovmg 
the ground anxious to get going 
They came in from all over the 
country Aligarh Muslim 
University ASC Centre Gaya, 

B8F 61 Cavalry Jaipur Delhi 
Mounted Police IAF IMA 
Dehradun ITBP NDA 
Khadakvasl a President’s 
Bodyguard Remount and 


Vet erina ry Corps and of course 
the PEPC and the Delhi Riding 
Club 


True, the sport 
owes its origin 
to the cavalry, 
but how long it 
can survive with 
such limited 
participation is a 
question which 
remains to be 
answered 


With the aim of bringing 
equestrian sport back to the 
people, the PEPC has been 
organizing the Delhi Horae Snow 


since 1987 The stadium 
presented a carnival atmosphere, 
complete with colourful stalls all 
around and youngsters (some 
barely saddle high) leading their 
mounts about in a state of general 
excitement The PEPC’s special 
efforts to induce the younger 
generation into the sport boasting 
over a dozen different events for 
the juniors aicme 
Maj J S Ahluwaha, the Asian 
Jumping Gold Medallist at Tokyo 
last year, was the unmatched star 
of the show Finishing the Open 
Jumping, a course with 14 jumps 
astride Elixir in 35 44 seconds he 
had to settle for the second 
position having earned four 


The Show Jumping competition 
(pictured below) attracted plenty 
of entries but It was Mahablr 
Singh who eventually came out 
the winner 












riders finished with clear rounds. 
This event is designed more to test 
the mount rather than the rider, 
requiring to clear obstacle* 
consecutively increasing in 
height. Sardara Ram finished 
eeoond, sailing over the gate 
instead of riding over it as he was 
meant to. Capt. Adhiraj, coining 
in third, too failed to clear the 
obstacles and was unseated as his 
mount crashed into the wall 
At the end of the day, 
satisfaction was writ over faces of 
all: riders, organizers and the 
spectators. It had been a good 
show of riding ability, indeed, but 
mostly a show of the military and 
the para-military forces at the 
same time. True the sport owes its 
.origin to the cavalry, but how 
long it can survive with such 
limited participation is a question 
which remains to be answered 
The point becomes all the more 


penalties for knocking down an The military riders hogged moat significant in the context of a 

obstacle. M&habir Singh took the of the limelight country like ours where 

first position with 37.08 and equestrian sports sprouted and 

Sardar Ram third with 53.46 secs, ability and dexterity as always. At developed. ‘Talent and ability is 

In the Individual Tent Pegging, the end of the rounds, SI Tek Ram there, what is missing is the j 

an event where the rider is given and his steed Bela emerged institutional and commercial 

eight seconds to cover a stretch of victorious, followed by Jarnail support," Maj Ahluwalia pointed j 

100 mts, pierce the peg off the Singh and Dalbir Sandu. Mahabir out, “in the absence of which not 

ground with his lance and carry it Singh astride Amar bagged the much can be done by the average 

to apoint 15 meters away, proved Open Jumping puissance title. man, woman or child.” 

to be the prime test of riding resolved by a jump-off after five T ut ■ * > p hot o graph* by Kumar Stand* 









ALL IN THE QAM 
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Training with crocs 


To win a medal 
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I N a remarkable 
display of 
brotherhood and 
industrial 
camaraderie, about 
300black hotel 
workers where Mike 
Getting's English 
orloketers were 
staying demonstrated 
against the tour 
Nearly all the 
hotel's morning shift 
of maids, porters and 
kitchen staff paraded 
up and down 
escalators, then 
marched into a coffee 


lounge before staging 
a sit-down 

When told that they 
might have to go 
without their meals. 
Getting unashamedly 
replied "I suppose, 
and 1 am doubly sure 
that there will be 
other places to eat ” 

Yeah, we’re also 
sure that you and 
your boys will get 
more than a bellyful], 
Mike But tell ms, do 
you take your coffee 
Mack’ 9 
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Elton can’t sell... 


His undertakings 


I 


T RY as he might, pop artist Baton John just 
cannot relinquish the post of chairman 
that he holds m the Watford football olulg, a 
second division side His reoent seoomd attempt 
to dispose of his S3 percent share-hoLding of 
1 the dub also bombed 

Negotiations were terng made to sell the 
millionaire pop singer's aharee to two London 
based businessmen, but tha deals finally mi 
through. This means that John’s 13-year-old 
reign as chairman will ooatimie. 

John, however, remains unperturbed. In 
Australia to prepare for the first performs*** 
of hW world tour, heated "As always, my Sofia 
interest will bathe secure, sound and 
successful running of the dub." 

Then why did you warn to seU» Baton? 



























QUESTIONS: 


1 . Name the Olym¬ 
pic Swimming 
Champion who later 
became a film actor 
and Sheriff of Hon¬ 
olulu? 

2 . Who was the first 
woman athlete to 
represent India at the 
Olympics? 

O. Along with Nadia 
OComaneci, who was 
the other girl to score 
perfect r 10’ in the 
Montreal Olympics? 

4 . Who was the first 
Indian to reach the 
mens’ single quarter 
final in the Wimb¬ 
ledon? 

5 . A former Pakistan 
batsman says— 
“Batting was always 
my first love. But still 
I won two Tests for 
Pakistan—Trinidad in 
1977 and Christ¬ 
church in 1979 with 
my bowling. That 
probably gave me 
more satisfaction 
than anything”. Guess 
who? 

6 . Only once m his 
entire career has 
Gavaskar ended his 
innings with 0 not out. 
When? 

7 . In which sports do 
you have the 1000 
M. sprint? 

8 >. Which country 
in England has a 
cricket ground call 
“Sophis Gardens”. 

9 . What is meant by 
‘plant’ in pole- 
vault? 

1 A. Which English 
xv/Cricketcrwas 



BELOW 4: Read Sportswortd more regularly. 
BETWEEN 5 AND 9t You probably do read but 
forget faster 

ABOVE 9: You’re a sports buff 
ALL 13: Sit on the next sports quiz. 

W0W>iStrByOUTMff 9pOnn rOT Nmi OOnBnwIMWr 


born in Zambia? 

n . Which Indian 
bowler was cal¬ 
led “Tiny”? 

'V Everybody 
Xj&knows Denis 
Compton was also a 
soccer player. What 
was his position? 

*| O. Which athlete 
IJwod two Olym¬ 
pic gold medals while 
on parole? 



1. Duke KahanamoHi, USA, 
winner of 1812 and 1820, 
100 Mtrs. freestyle. 

2. Msg D’Souza, Neieinki, 

3. NeW Kim, USSR 

4. Gaue Muhammed. 

5. Mustaq Muhammed. 

6. Against England at Madras 
in l872-7&He went in at 
No. 8 «id indie won the 
Teat before he had scored. 

7. Cycling. 

8. Glamorgan at Cardiff. 

9. The of the pole In 
Vie box at take-off. 

10. P. Edmonds. 

11. Ramakant Deeai. 

12. Outside left. 

13. Bob Hayes. 


WUsMSie kaekaaR 

e , p'eraNsMeeiBML Nee* 
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uchhas 
been written 
about the 
wealth of raw 
talent in the 
Nandi hills, 
but the secret 
has never 
been 
satisfactorily 
unearthed. The obvious 
answer is "altitude”, yet 
one oan point to great 
runners, such as the 
marathon naan, 
Wakihuri, and the 
Tanzanians, Bayi and 
Ikangaa, who were not 
brought up at a great 
altitude. 

One oan also find 
places in the Andes, the 
Alps and the mountains 
of Asia, where large 
populations live at 
altitudes similar to those 
of the Kenyan highlands 
without producing a 
single athlete, ao these 
oan only be contributory 
factors. 

If you drive north 
from Nairobi on the 
Uganda road, you wind 
laboriously up from 
5,000 to 7,000 feet. You 
are in Kikuyu oountry, a 
rich, well populated 
land, full of bustle and 
bright colours. Looking 
out to the weet, the Rift 
Valley stretches away 
into the distance, where 
the Masai graze their 
herds. 

Going further north, 
you cross the Equator, 
and reach a height of 
over 9,000 feet at 
Timboroa. Timboroahas 
so far produced no 
athletes. Ten miles 
further on, there is a left 
fork in the road; if you 
follow this, you oome to 
a point with a panorama 
of gently rolling hills 
and woods. These are 
the Nandi Hills, and 

Julius Korir Wins the 


Olympics 




they have produced 
more Olympic gold 
medals winners in 
athletics in the last 25 
years than most 
European nations. 

I went up there with 
Mike Bait, who but for 
the boycott might well 
have been the winner of 


the 800 metres in 
Montreal. I first met him 
when he was a student 
and 1 was a teacher at 
Kenyatta College in 
1971. The following 
year he won a bronze 
medal behind Kip Keino 
in Munich, the start of 
an international career 
which lasted until 1985. 

Like many others 
Kenyans, he followed 
the American college 
trail, taking a first 
degree in New Mexico, a 
Master’s at Stanford 
and, eventually, a PH.D. 
at Eugene, Oregon. 
Every year he travelled 
the European circuit: 
Oslo, Brussels, Zurich 
and London. 

He went back to Kenya 
at the end of the season, 


A rare sight In Kenyan 

athletics. Junior star 
Elizabeth Omayago 

bought a few more cows 
or a bit more land, then 
went back to the United 
States to study. Now, he 
is Dr Bolt, a man of 
property, head erf 1 the 
physical education 
department at Kenyatta 
University, and 
spokesman for the 
Kenya AAA. 

He showed me his old 
home in Lessos, from 
where one could see 
Henry Bono's home, 
Amos Blwott’s home and 
Kip Keino’e home. 

Maybe the secret is a 
genetic one—certainly, 
no one can reach these 
levels of performance 
without the genetic 
potential, and the 
Nandis, with a 
population of no more 
than a quarter of a 
million, must share a 
common gene pool. But 
Boit does not share this 
view. “In the old days, 
the Nandis were great 
warriors; we took the 
best land, we had the 
most cattle, we would 
raid the other tribes for 
wives and cattle. Even 
the Luo, who 
outnumbered us 10 to 
one, were afraid to 
attack us. But the Nandi 
are not exclusive; 
anyone can become a 
Nandi, through 
observing our 
traditions, so we tend to 
assimilate people from 
other tribes.” 

One of the traditions is 
the circumcision 
ceremony which young 
men have to undergo. It 
is very painful, but no 
one ever cries out 
because it is a matter of 
pride. It is there, in that 
warrior’s pride, that 
port of their secret lies. 

This matter of pride 










was developed further 
when I talked to Kip 
Remo For my 
generation, Keino 
remains the greatest of 
all the great Kenyans 
He oompeted in three 
Olympic Games, 
something which others 
were denied by the 
boycotts of 1876 and 
1980 He won the 1,500 
metres gold medal m 
Mexico m 1968, and was 
runner-up in the 5,000 
metres, and four years 
later, in Munich, he won 
the steeplechase and was 
runner-up in the 1,500 
metres He spent most of 
his running career in 
the police force, but has 
earned the respect of his 
oountrymen I went to 
visit him on his farm 
outside Eldoret 
Kipchoge is a 
gentleman He insisted 
we stay for lunch, he 
showed me the farm, he 
apologised for being a 
little tired “One of our 
boys got married 
yesterday We put on a 
party for 400, and 800 
turned up ” 

The boy was not one of 
his own sons, but one ol 
the “family" which he 
and his wife, PhylUs, 
maintain —45 orphaned 
or abandoned children, 
between the ages of a 
few months and 18 
years It is an immense 
load, which he shrugs 
off unassumingly 
When be talked about 
running, he used the 
same phrase that 1 
remember him using in 
a training talk before 
the 1972 Games If you 
want to win, sometimes 
you have to accept to 
burn It doesn’t matter 
how many miles you 
run, unless you accept 
to bum, in training and 
in races, you won’t win ” 
I asked him what 
made the Nandis 
successful "There was a 



man on the farm next 
door to me He went off 
abroad to run, and did 
well I thought ‘if he can 
doit 'eolstartedto 
take running seriously ’’ 
From this simple 
beginning, it seems, 
things spread 

A MOSBIWOTT, 
another neighbour, 
decided that he, too, was 
a good enough runner to 
run for Kenya—he won 
the Olympic 
steeplechase m 
Mexico—and the young 
Mike Bolt followed their 
lead Here, another 
factor came in, for Boat, 
like other promising 
athletes, was taken into 
St Patrick's School, Iten, 
where he received a good 
education and organized 
training from the 
dedicated Irish brothers 
who run it 


For more than 25 
years St Patrick s has 
turned out leading 
sportsmen Thrv have 
helped many an athleft 
towards achieving his 
dream, but the 
important thing is the 
dream itself All men 
live for then dreams, but 
the dreams of glory 
bums more strongly m 
Kenya than anywhere 
else in the world The 
flame was lit in the 
Nandi Hills 
At first, it spread only 
by word of mouth, so 
was confined to a small 
area, but now it bas 
spread all over the 
oountry Coaching is 
rudimentary, facilities 
are few and far between, 
but the olimate and the 
oountry are superb, and 
the rewards for the 
suooessful athlete. 


Rono wins the 1500m 

in the Seoul Olympics 
compared with the 
subsistence economy of 
much of the oountry, 
ensure a constant 
stream of talented 
youngsters entering the 
competitive system. 

It is just as well that 
the talent pool is large 
because the wastage is 
appalling It seems that 
nature has compensated 
for Kenya having the 
best athletes by giving 
them the worst 
administration As fast 
as the talent appears, it 
disappears, in a westerly 
direction, bound for the 
Umted States Here, the 
athletes develop fast but 
they seldom last long, 
and there is continual 
friction between the 
“American’’ Kenyans 
and the officials 
Perhaps friction is the 
wrong word because it 
implies contact which so 
just what is lacking 

For last month’s trials 
tor the commonwealth 
games, tickets were 
supposed to have been 
sent out foi their return 
It was announced quite 
positively that the list, 
throe m each event 
would be selected, if they 
achieved the qualifying 
standard In the event, 
only one of the 
“Americans’’ competed, 
and the declared 
selection policy was tom 
up 

Paul Ereng pleaded an 
injury, and never left 
the Umted 

States—where it would 
not be surprising to find 
him fit for the lucrative 
indoor season Billy 
Konchellah, apparently 
fit and well two days 
before the trials, decided 
to watch the 800 metres 
rather than run Robert 
Kibet, the find of the 
1989 season, did run but 
dropped out The 









Douglas Waklhurl: 
Kenya’s marathon 
man who llvss In 
Japan and speaks four 
languages 

selectors picked the first 
two. Nixon Kiprotich 
and Sammy Tirop, and 
added Kibet, Urns 
leaving out the current 
Olympic champion and 
the current world 
champion 


UflLFRED OANDA 
If KIROCHI, who 
ranked third m the 
world 1,500 metres last 
season, finished only 
fourth m the trial He 
was rightly selected, not 
at the expense of the 
third man Joseph 
Cheshire but of the 
second man, the Masai 
runnei SisaKuatj, 
whose run of 3 mm 
37ser at altitude, was 
woll inside the 
qualifying standard 
And so it went on In 
the steeplechase in 
whu h Kenya has the 
world s leading three 
runners the first and 
third in the trials were 
picked but not the 
second In the5,000 
metres none of the first 
three was picked, the 
selectors preferring the 
reputations of Yobes 
Ondieki, who did not 
run, and John Ngugi, 
who came fifth 
Kenya’s abundance of 
talent is its weakness as 
well as its strength Who 
needs a development 
programme when you 
only have to put on a 
trial race to find 
someone like Robert 
Kibet or Joseph Kibor 9 
No matter that there are 
virtually no field event 
athletes, and only a 
handful of women 
oompetators, as long as 
there are men m the 
hills who can run the 
legs off the rest of the 
world 
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My Career Is 
Incomplete: 


John Walker 


B is a living: legend At an age when 
most athletes deoxde to call it a day 
and enjoy the fruits of their labour, 
John Walker is still at it, pounding 
the track just as he did, in the Seventies, when 
most of his current teammates were still in 
junior school He turned 38 on January 12, a 
littleover two weeks before the XTV 
Commonwealth Oames began in bis hometown 
in Auckland 

Walker, the first man to run the mile under 
3 50and the first man to go under four 
minutes for the mile more than a hundred 
times, has had a kind of a career, whioh would 
be the envy of most athletes He won the 
Olympic gold medal for the 1,500metres at 
Montreal in 1976, but he still feels his career is 
incomplete in that he never managed the 
Commonwealth Qold—he lost the 1,500m final 
to Filbert Bayi m Chnstchuroh m 1974 That 
was his first Commonwealth Games and now 
the wheel has turned a full circle, Walker is 
back in his own country to oompete in his fifth 
Commonwealth Games Not much proof 
needed about his durability 
“I am still doing what I love most," he says 
when asked about his r unning at this age But 
ho still has a few more loves which he keeps to 
himself—his stud farm, his horses, including 
Zephyr which kicked him playfully and put 
him out of action for a couple of weeks, his 
family and children 

Walker is a contented man and when you see 
hun leaning against the wooden gate and 
st&nng into the faraway sky, seeing the sun 
go down across the vast expanse of his farm, 
you would be ready to give your right arm to 
know what the great man is thinking “Oh 
nothing It’s only about the nest 1,600m run I 
am going to do,” he says with a wide grin And 
you can bet your last buck, that was precisely 
what he was thinking about 
Asim Hands spent & few hours with him at 
the farm in Auckland and shared a few 
thoughts with the living legend Following are 
the excerpts 


NormaOy we would effect an athlete to thjft to longer 
dutaneet in later yean at even jp» did when you 


Commonwealth Garnet. What made you revert to the 
1500m for Hue year’t Commonwealth Garnet? 

Physically what you say maybe correct, but 
running is a much more complex affair I did 
think I oould handle the 5, 000 m better but I 
never enjoyed racing over 12-1/3 laps as much 
as I did over 3 and three quarters 

The curtain comes down on your caret rafter next 
year*t European track teaton; how womld you like to be 
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- As a person who 

1 k j + <• avoided nobody, who 
,, ,i ran against the best 

1 and gave his best I 

1 " * would like to think 

that 1 have given it 
i my best every time I 

> r raced, I have never 

j , flunked a race 

Nobody could ever 
1 say that I haven't 

* 1 been consistent right 

*' i » > < i \ through my entire 

career The career 
certainly has gone on 

— -a lot longer then it 

possibly should have But an the other hand. I 
went into athletics for the same reason that I 
still do it now, and that is pure enjoyment 

Generally a country hket their sports keroet to be meek 
and humble but you have been very forthright on 
different issuer during your career. Has it bothered 
you that you have been unpopular at timet? 

I guess it has, but probably not any mare 
But what is arrogance, what is brashness, 
what is confidence? They are all the qualities 
of a champion, and you have got to have them 
to be good That applies not only m athletics 
but in all sports But the problem in most 
countries is that to be confident and to be sure 
of one's self doesn't go down well because we 
want meek and mild sports people who just fit 
into the rest of stereot y pe Unfortunately, that 
doesn’t work If you are going to be the beet m 


m 

: 


“I am still doi 




I would like to think that I have 
given it my best every time I raced, I 
have never flunked a race. Nobody 
could ever say that I haven't been 
consistent right through my entire 
career" 
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the world, you have to be confident. It's not an 
arrogance In the way you think that you axe 
hatter than anybody else, it'e just being aure of 
oneself. 

With your passion for horset mad breeding, is it more 
likely that you will be going to race courses rather than 
aMetk stadia when your career does wind down? 

Yea. I have always been interested in horaeB. 

I relate to them much more beoauae they are 
very much on the lines of athletes. I have 
always wanted to train a horse, not for public 

training or anything like that. But something 

rnaaonnhle that we have bred mi r ew l n w enr^ 
that we oould potter along with between my 
wife and myself. 

Many athletic experts feel that your long career has 
prevented the rise of youngsters in middle distance 
running in New Zealand. Do you agree with that? 

If that is the effect I have, it’s a winning 
effect for me’, but the other athletes are never 
going to make it. I mean that’s what happens 
in Europe when you get people like Aouita, 

Coe and Cram in a race. The other athletes 
don’t believe they are good enough to win, and 
those athletes will never make it. I can 
remember running against Dixon and Quax 
and all these other people. I led and I got run 
down, but I thought ‘maybe one day I won’t.’ 

Art Otert still ways and means of getting around the 
drug testing programme in international athletics? 

I have probably been the moat outspoken 
person on this issue. I was the one who 
accused the IAAF of covering up in 1983 at the 
World Championships, and I got slapped over 
the hand and told to shut up. But I still believe 
I was right and feel I have been proven right. 
But the problem is that there are countries in 
the world who do not believe in the same 
principles as I do. They don’t believe that 
taking drugs is cheating—they believe it’s 
winning. They believe in winning at all costs 
because it helps their federation and it helps, 
them get more money towards their particular 
sport. It frightens me because there is a helluva 
lot of people out there who are competing 
fbirly. 

Is a sub four minute mile at the age of 40 a goal? 

1 don’t know. I am 38 now and you just don’t 
know how the body deteriorates in two years. I 
think it is possible, but to do it I have to stay at 
the same fitness and conditioning level as I am 
right now. One thing is certain, that I oould 
never run veteran athletics. When I have 
competed at the level I have. I couldn’t stand 
my mates running in one division while I am 
running in another. You know, there’s “old 
man Walker”. I just couldn’t dolt. 


lat I love most” 










deep in the English 
character which seems 
to mistrust individual 
brilliance 


Paul Gascoigne: 
Great expectations' 
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How England finds it easy to take its 
eyes off tremendously talented players 


BY BRIAN GLANVILLE 





P AUL 

GASCOIG¬ 

NE, 

Tottenham¬ 
's gifted 
nudflelder, 
began the year out of 
action with a cracked 
arm after a 
well-publicised dash 
with an opponent 
Sir Stanley Matthews, 
football’s foremost 
knight, began February 
by oelebrating his ?6th 
birthday 

Two events appare 
ntly unconnected — 
yet these two 
players, from , 
vastly different i 

eras, have m a \ 
common contro W J 
versy over their at 
talents and jj2 

their credent! 
alsfor "T| 

inclusion in i /T 
the England * ; ' •" 
team * * 

After England B had 
beaten Yugoslavia B at 
Mill wail and England 
proper had beaten 
Yugoslavia at Wembley 
recently m each case by 
a score oi 2 l.afairold 
argument broke out 
Gascoigne was the 
unwitting subject ot it, 
Bobby Robson, the 
national team manager, 
started it Tprry 
Venables Gascoignes 
manager at Tottenham, 
pitched m on behalf of 
his playei 

But the overall 
significance of the row 
went far beyond a 
single, talented, 
controversial player 
For this has been the 
pattern and the 
tendency in England for 
the best part of a 
century Not even the 
great Matthews, 
worshipped an the 
Continent, oould ever be 
sure of his place in the 
national team 


Charlie Buchan, the 
great, inventive 
inside-forward of his 
day—his career 
spanning the First 
World War—was seen 
as "too clever" for 
England and won only a 
handfulofcaps 
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Later on, there was 
Len Shackleton, known 
as the Clown Prince of 
Soocer and a superbly ; 
gifted, idiosyncratic 
inside forward who, like 
Buchan, slipped 1 

through Arsenal's grasp * 


as an amateur 
Shaokleton never went 
back to them, however, 
as Buchan triumphantly 
did, but went on to be a 
major star with 
Newcastle United and 
Sunderland 
He, too, scarcely 
played for England, for 
all his marvellous skill 
and flair, his ability to 
distribute the ball 
The story goes that he 
was onoe at an England 
|l training session when 
A the manager, the 
highly academic 
yft coach Walter 
||A Wmterbottom, told 
MS the forwards 
MM “I just want 
wV you to run down 
the held, 

W mterpaesing Then 
W when you get to 
r the goal, put the ball 
into the net 
Shackleton looked up 
with enormous boredom 
and disdain and said 
"Which side of the net, 
Mr Wmterbottom 9 ” 
Matthews, at 19, 
played his second match 
for England against the 
flying boots of an Italian 
team kicking 
everything m sight after 
Monti, their oentre half, 
had gone off with a 
broken toe 
Naturally, he didn’t 
shine The D&iJy Mail 
sports columnist, 
Geoffrey Simpson, wrote 
next day that Matthews 
had "displayed the same 
faults of slowness and 
hesitation’ he’d 
previously shown m a 
representative game 
"Perhaps he does not 
possess the big match 
temperament ’’ 
Matthews, who would 
go on tearing 
international defences to 
pieces till the age of 41 > 
Matthews, who at that 
advanced age ran riot at 
Wembley against 
allegedly the best left 
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bock in the world, 
Brazil's Niltcm Santos' 

Tune and again 
though Matthews was 
snubbed by England 
When the brilliant 
young Tom Finney 
returned from Army 
service m the Second 
World War, what a good 
excuse that was tor 
kicking out Matthews 

It took the dull 
England selectors a year 
to realise that Finney 
could play on the left, 
Matthews on the right 


for the first time, 
Portugal were 
annihilated 10-0 in Belo 
Horizonte 

So it was perhaps 
predictable that Robson 
should be so ungracious 
about Gasooigne after 
his excellent display at 
Millwall, one which I 
watched, whereas the 

ainglnyiii mnniiy ir | 

arriving late, saw only 
an hour of it 

Still, he was there to 
witness Gasooigne 
crown a fine exhibition 


and a fine cross from the 
goal-line which gave 
Mike Newell England’s 
decisive second goal 
Hearing Robson moan 
away about how much 
Gasooign^ftiU.had to 
learn, how he Had been 
guilty, which was true, 
of a couple of silly 
back-heels, how he 
needed a “piston” of a 
player to line up beside 
the skipper, Bryan 
Robson, m the full 
England team, one was 
foroefully reminded of 
how grudgingly he used 


midfield man, the 
gloriously inventive 
Glenn Hoddle 

Robson nevertruly 
came round to him even 
though there was a 
short, strange period, 
just before the 1886 
World Cup, when he 
suddenly started raving 
about him in Colorado 
Springs, where England 
were in training 

Roy Wegerle, the 
highly-gifted South 
African winger, recently 
Bold by Luton for £1 
million to Queen's Park 
Rangers and wanted by 
the USA for their World 
Cup team, didn’t forget 
all this 

When Robson 
appealed to him not to 
commit himself to the 
USA, promising he’d 
pick him m his next 
England squad, he 
retorted that he 
remembered how 
Hoddle, a ball player like 
himself, had never 
secured a regular place 
m the England side No 
thanks he'd choose 
America 

There's something 
deep in the English 
character which seems 
to mistrust individual 
brilliance though gifted 
individuals are forever 
showing up in every 
walk of life 

Even the Italians, afar 
more outgoing and 
flamboyant people, can 
display the same 
characteristics Just 
look how hard the 
dazzling Roberto Baggio 
of Fiorsntina, for all his 
skill and gifts, finds it to 
get into the Italian 
attack Even a superb 
two-goal performance 
against Bulgaria hasn’t 
really unlocked the 
door Azeglio Vicini, the 
manager, still doesn't 
really seem to trust him 

Gasooigne is not 


And when they did so I with a superb solo run | to talk about another | alone 
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M Y heartiest 

congratulations to Steffi 
Graf for winning the 
Australian Open. By 
winning this Grand Slam title, she 
is now steadily progressing 
towards her second Grand Slam. 



Steffi Graf 

It was a tough match against 
Sukova in the semi-finals but like 
the champion she is, she overcame 
all the hurdles. 

In the finals, against Mary Joe 
Fernandez, she had an easy time. 

And at the rate she is going, she 
is unstoppable! 

SUBRAT SAMAL, 

Rourkela. 


Interesting 


T he cover story, ‘Back to the 
Future* ( Sportaworld , Jan 24th) 
made interesting reading. The 
highlights of Kapil Dev’s career 
record when oompared to the rest 
of the te&m is very good. 

See the experience that Kapil 
Dev has: he has bowled 21,685 
balls while the rest of the team 
totals only a paltry 3826 balls. I 
wish farther success to Kapil Dev. 
K. RAMACHANDRA, 

Tutioorin 


VIlHB unsung ironmen of India 
A have really done a 


commendable job by winning so 
many medals in the recently 
concluded Commonwealth Games. 
MrP.S. Sandhu, theooachof the 
lifters must be a truly happy man. 
ARTAMD3HRA, 

Cuttack. 


C ONGRATS to Mudar Patherya 
and Company for the 
exhaustive end absorbing report 
on the ruthless sacking of the 
senior cricketers from the team to 
New Zealand. 

Of all the seniors sacked, 
Vengsarkar’s case is the most 
pitiable and uncalled for, as he 


referee to conduct a match 
without controversy because there 
is so much of pressure on him It 
is time that he receives more 
appreciation and financial 
rewards. 

S. HUSSAIN. Dibrugarh. 


I was shocked to find that no 
ithlete was sent to participate in 
the Commonwealth Games. After 
all, there were quite a few good 
performances at the ATF Meet in 
Delhi in November. But most 
amazing was that the relay team 
could not go because P.T. Usha did 
not want to go. Since when is the 



Dilip Vengsarkar 


seems to be back to form after 
opting out of the Pakistan tour. 

He is brushed aside for Gursharan 
Singh. There is no doubt that the 
selectors have made a mistake! 
SRINIVASNA YAPATHY. 
Rajamundhry. 

Wall, look wbo'a bean called 
tor...Ed 


interests of the country at the 
whims of a particular athlete? 
AMJTKR. DAS, 

Calcutta. 

Enjoyable 


T have become a reader of 
MSportaworld for the past six 
months. I really enjoy it. 1 have 
taken it as a real close friend. It is 
interesting to read: especially the 
exclusive interview with Akrani. 

Keep up the good work. 
BHARITI, 

Orissa. 


The Minin Hack 


P RADEEP PAUL'S article, The 
Man In Black’ (Sportaworld, 
24th Jan) is interesting and 
Inspiring. It is difficult for a 































fltHE Lagden Shield and the 
A Lakshmibilash Cup 
traditionally serve as the lung 
openers to the senior division 
BHA hockey league. And Food 
Corporation of India (FCI) seems 
to be in fine nick because they won 
both the tournaments, a week 
apart, at the SAI-Netaji Subhas 
oomplex at Salt Lake. 

FCI’b victory in the Lagden 
Shield came against Howrah 
Union: thesooreline reading 3-2. 
They soored through Apurba 
Bhattacharya (two) and F. 

Nikotin. Howrah Union however 
pulled two back through the wily 
Mark Jennings and the mercurial 
Pratul Singh Rawat. But FCI 
defended the one-goal cushion in 
the remaining time. 

In the Lakshmibilash Cup final, 
against Calcutta Port Trust, FCI 
triumphed by a similar margin. 
Bhaskar Ahmed of FCI drew first 
blood, going on to double the lead. 
But Port Trust retaliated when 
Ourudas Chatterjee made no 
mistake from the penalty spot, 
before the half time. 

In the next half, J. Surin made 
the issue safe for FCI with a goal 
immediately after resumption. 

The soore read 3-1 but in the 
dying minutes of the game, Fort 
struck back when Chatterjee 
converted a second penalty stroke. 


Jl championships, held recently 
at the SAI-Netaji Subhas Campus 
in Salt Lake recently, was 
shrouded in irony. The reason: 
The State champion Supriyo 
Kundu broke his arrow during a 
practice session and oould not 
compete because it oould not be 
repaired anywhere in the city. 

But, apart from that, the meet 
passed off smoothly. Winter is 
just the right time for archery and 
taking full advantage of a bright 
sunny day with no wind 
disturbance was Rajaf Haidar of 



FCI: good start to the season 

Arjuna Archery Club. In good 
form, Haidar, not an unknown in 
the national circuit, won the 
men’s title logging 1258 points. 
Teammate Pushpendu Sarkar 
took the seoond spot with 1129 
points while B.R. Basumatari. 
grabbed the third spot with 1103 
points. 

On the women’s side, holder 
Krishna Das had it rather rough. 




Champion Rajat Haidar 


She missed more times than was 
permissible and finished a poor 
third. Tira Samanta emerged the 
new champion while Phalguni 
Chatterjee came second. 

Tin other results: 

Junior Boys; Nilay Dutta 
Junior Girls: Manju Chakraborty 
Sub-Junior boys: Suvendu Biswas 
Sun-junior girls: Shiela Samanta 
There are a lot of reasons for the 
poor development of archery in 
the State. Firstly, most of the 
equipment is imported and 
therefore it is very expensive. 
Added to that, there are no 
agencies that undertake the 
repair of faulty equipment. Spare 
parts are also impossible to get. 
So, the future of archery in the 
State is very bleak. 

SeumitraBose 


Birsa Munda Hooter 


I T was a fitting tribute to the 
legendary tribal freedom fighter 
Birsa Munda when two teams, 
comprising tribal players, clashed 
in the final of the first All India 
Birsa Munda Memorial women's 
hockey tournament played at the 
Satbadi Stadium recently. 
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The final was between South 
Eastern Railway and Bihar. The 
matoh began on an even pace with 
both sides launching a series of 
attacks and counter-attacks. 
However, none of them resulted in 
goals. In the aeoond half, the 
Railway girls redoubled their 
attacks and earned two penalty 
corners in succession. But again, 
nothing happened. However, off 
the eighth penalty corner Alma 
Guria passed the ball to Salomi 
Putri who deflected it to Savitri 
Purti. Savitri soooped the ball 
accurately to sound the boards. 

Fifteen minutes later, Alma 
Guria showed her class when she 
raced past the Railway line after 
receiving a long hit from 
Dayamoni Soy. Before the 
goalkeeper could react, she 
pushed the ball in to give the 
Railway team an invincible 2-0 
lead. 

Earlier, in the semi-final Ranchi 
beat Haryana by a solitary goal 
scored by Sushila Topno. In the 
second semi-final, South Eastern 
Railways beat Air India, Bombay, 
2-0. The Railways girls got a 
penalty stroke in the 33rd minute 
which was converted by Alma 



South Eastern Railway: the 
champions 

Tanwar of Rajasthan who 
defeated Anirban Dutta of West 


Guria. Half an hour later, Sumitra Bengal. 6-2,6-2 in the Under-16 
Kujur’s shot at goal beat the group, 

goalkeeper hands down. 

Railway's international Alma 
Guria rightly received the Sheikh 
Bhikhari trophy for the best 
player of the tournament. 

Ironically, the tournament was 
played on grass because some 
tribal players objected to the 
laying of the astroturf. However, 
there is hope that finally the 
astro-turf will be laid out in the 
near future. 

Arun Kumar Thankur 


ASSAM 



HNHE All Assam Junior tennis 
Ji championship concluded 
recently at the Nehru Stadium 
Tennis training centre. And the 
surprise winners were from 
Rajasthan. In the boys-Under-14- 
group, Chanderbear Singh 
defeated K. Rajb of Hyderabad, 
0-3,6-2. The other winner was J. 


Chandsrbsar Singh: the 
Undsr-14 champion 

Some of the other winners were: 
Girls Under 14: Rununji Das 
defeated Chiranjita Kakoti, both 
from Assam): 6-1:6-0. 

Under 16: The final oould not be 
held as Sukanya Chowdhury left 
tor Jaipur on that day. 
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mHE 23rd Kerala State Police 
JI athletic championships 
concluded at the 
Chandraeekharan Nair 
Stadium recently, with the 
Chief Minister of Kerala E.K. 
Nayaner giving way the prizes. 
In an otherwise unspectacular 
championships, two national 
and police records were 
bettered. 

In the high jump, 
Ajayakumar set a new national 
mark with a jump of 2.01m. 
This erased the 32-year old 
maiic set by Ajith Singh of the 
BSF. Another national mark 
was set in the pole vault when 
M. Rajan sailed over the bar at a 
height of 4.60m. The lone meet 
reoord was set by international 
Roy P. Joseph who won he 
200 m with a time of 21.0 secs. 

The individual championship 
for men was won by A 
Ramachandran while 
Meenakshy of Palghat 
won the women’s 
championships. M. Rajan wets 











the post and went in That sealed 
the fete of Kerala who, despite 
reorganising themselves, just 
oould not get the equaliser 
In all, 19 States participated m 
the competition which was 
organised by the Phan had 
Football Association 



B SPs Adivasi hookey 

connections has paid dividends 
Their new look team is emerging 
as a formidable foroe in the 1990s, 
two All-India tournaments in the 
spaoe of a fortnight proves that 
convincingly First they won the 
Shnram tournament at Kota 
beating Punjab Police by a solitary 
goal Then they annexed the 12th 

West B e ngal team with the 
glittering Indie Odd Cup 


All India Rai Bahadur Oujarmal 
Modi Hookey tournament at the 
Sports Stadium, Meerut BSFthus 
won the trophy for the fourth 
time 

Except for Indian Airlines and 
Mahmdras, all the leading hockey 
teams of the country participated 
at Meerut 8eeded to the quarter 
finals, B8F beat the Bijnore Gold 
Cup winners, ONQC1-0 in the 
quarter final and Northern 
Railway 2-1 in the semi final In 
the final BSF and ASC, both 
Jalandhar outfits, played spirited 
hockey but were deadlocked 1-1 

The tie-breaker saw BSF trail 
1 -2 after two rounds Then former 
Indian junior custodian, Sarabjit 
Kumar’s taotioal ploy befuddled 
the ASC attackers Taking off his 
ohest guard to gain flexibility of 
movement Sarabjit even resorted 
to shrewd gamesmanship Before 
the ASC players took their penalty 
strokes he advanced menacingly 
and stared at them Umpire 
Kukko Walia warned Sarabjit to 
remain stationary but the damage 
was done ASC's Paulus Haro and 


Best athlete M. Ra|an during the 
pole vault 

declared the beet athlete of the 
meet Trivandrum and 
Emakulam annexed the men’s 
and women's team 
championships respectively 




















Duljan Tirkey miuea their 
strokes. The BSF players 
confidently converted their next 
three strokes to win the final 5-3 
on aggregate. Sarabjit’s 
Schumacher act, relying on 
psychological intimidation to 
achieve success had worked. 

Unlike a decade ago, when BSF 
relied primarily on players from 
Punjab, their current squad is ■ 
more cosmopolitan. They have six 
Adi vast players in their first 
eleven. Recruited as promising 
teenagers at BSFs Hazaribagh 
centre in 1985-86. they were 
trained intensively at Jalandhar 
by ex-Olympians Udham Singh 
and Vinod Kumar. Spending a 
couple of years in the BSF *B* 
j team, playing in lesser important 
| tournaments, they have now 
, monopolised places in the'A' 
team*. 

Praising their dedication, coach 
i Vinod Kumar said, "Initially, our 
plan was to help national 
integration by recruiting Adivasi 
players. But we found that they 
were good learners, very 
disciplined and had immense 
potential. So we launched a major 
talent hunt drive in the Khunti 
and Slmdagh regions of Bihar. 
Right half Angelas Belung and 
inside left Simon Bage are from 
Slmdagh and the two full backs 
Neuman Kulu and Neuman 


UP Minister for Sports, Aalam 
Sitor Khan presorts the 
Oujormal Modi trophy to BSP 

Murmu, outside right Roshan 
Daniel Surin and left winger 
Loomba Dodne are from the 
Khunti region." 

Stmon Bage is a dashing inside 
forward or centre forward in the 
B.P. Oovinda mould. He has 
speed, good work rate and 
stiekwork. The gamemaker for 
BSF—he excelled at both Meerut 
and Kota-—Bage is a modern 
player who can play as a roving 
forward and is comfortable in any 
position. He combines speed and 
power with etickwork. 

Just 20 years old, Simon Bage is 
an India prospect. Coach Vinod 
Kumar also rates dashing winger 
Loomba Dodne highly. Right half 
Angeles Belung is already an 
India reserve and was one of the 
32 probables for the Asia Cup and 
World Cup tournaments. 

Other teams to impress at the 
Modi hockey tournament were the 
Cedric D’Souza-trained Air India. , 
semi finalists Punjab and Sind 
Bank and speedy ASC. The best 
match of the tournament was 
between Air India and Punjab and 

Sind Bank in the quarter final 
with both teams playing 
intelligent and entertaining 


hockey. 

Air India is the most thinking 
team in the country. They 
bemused the bankmen with their 
tactics of three defenders, one 
striker and two roving forwards. 
Striker Darryl D'Souza running 
in from the blind side struck 
narrowly over the bar. Air India, 
however, loet in the tie-breaker 
much to the disappointment of the 
appreciative Meerut crowd. 

Seoul Olympian, Oundeep 
Kumar showed he is still a lethal 
forward and was unlucky to be 
dropped from the Lahore World 
Cup squad when he scored two 
brilliant opportunistic goals 
against ASC in the semi finals. 
Oundeep has revealed good speed 
and stiekwork as a centre forward 
or an inside forward. He said, "I 
prefer playing in the centre than 
as a winger. For India I was 
wrongly used as a winger. I hope 
to make a comeback to the 
national team soon. ’’ 

ASC. coached by former 
Services player Avtar Singh, 
played European style hockey 
relying on speed and quick 
counter attacks. Services centre 
forward Sukran Aind impressed 
with his work rate and control as 
did inside right Ajit Lakra, 
custodian C.P. Thimmaya and left 
winger Paulus Horo 
Novy Kapwfla 
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QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. In which sport was the World Cup 
tournament formerly known as 
Canada Cup? 

2. Which English football Club Is 
nicknamed Hammers? 

3. Which formation did Alt Ramsey 
use when England won the 
football World Cup In 1966? 

4. Who were the first British football 
team to win two different 
European trophies? 

5. In which event of athletics there 
are hurdles to be cleared but no 
lanes? 

6. What are “open" screens in 
basketball? 

?. What was the real name of ‘Patsy’ 
Hendren? 

6. ‘Wipe-out’ is a water sport term. 
What Is the sport? 

9. What is the difference between 
'stalemate' and 'checkmate' in 
chess? 


ANSWERS 

1. Golf. 

2. West Ham United 
3.4-3*3. 

4. Tottenham Hotspur. European 
Cup Winners' Cup (1963) and 
UEFA Cup (1972). 

5. The 3,000 metres steeplechase. 

6. Screens set up at the side of, orin 
front of, stationary opponents. 
They are ‘open’ because they are 
set up within the field of vision of 
the opponent. 

7. Elias Henry Hendren. 

8. Surfing. 

9. Checkmate is victory for one of 
the two sides. While ‘Stalemate' is 
a draw. 



This game is a seal monster. 
Analysis in depth would mean 
pages of anarchy. However one 
might be able to pinpoint a few 
critical momenta. 

White: Tlmman Va Blaok: 
Specimen, 3rd game. Candidates 
'89. 

1 d4 NfB 2 c4 gB 3 No3 Bg7 4 e4 
d 6 513 (K) 6 Be3 05 7d5 e 6 8 Qd 2 
ed5 9 od5 ae 10 a4 Re 8 li Nges 


Nbd? IS NgS ho 13 Be3 h414 Nfl 
Ne510 Bg5 h316 g4 Qa5 17 Ng3 
bO. Normally white would play 17 
Ra3 to delay the break but Tisoman 
is playing for mate. 

18 0-0 b419 Ndl 04 80 Be3l? 
After this black has excellent play 
but even after the thematic 30 N13 
o3! 81 bc3 bo3 88 Queen moves, a 
very dynamio position results. 
White has the makings of a strong 
attack but black oould also crash 
through on thequesnside. 

80—Nfd7l 81 f4 NoO 88 feO Nb3 
83 Qel Nxal 84 Q18 Rf 8 85 Bxo4 
Qxa4. Here Speelman oould try 
either 85—Bxe5 88 b3 QdB 87 Nb 8 
Bxg 4 88 Ral 15 returning the 
material far a counterattack, or 
even 85—b3 86 ed 6 Bxg4 .86 ed 6 
b3? Beet is 26—Qo2 27 Be2Nb3 
with an excellent game. Now 
white's attack flares up. 87 Bd4! 
Bxd4. Now allowing a perpetual 
by 87—Qxc4 88 Bxg7 Kxg7 89 
QfB+ Kh7 30 Nh5 gh5 31 Rf5< 
Bxf5 38 Qxf54 is safer. 88 Qxd4 
Nc 2 29 Qc3 Bd7? The exchange of 
queens by 29—Qb4 looks sensible. 
30 Nh5l! gh5 31 QfB Qxo4 38 
Qg54 Kh 8 33 Qxh54Kg7 34 
Qg54Kg8 35 Qh64 Kh 8 36 Qg5 
4 Kh 8 37 Rf 8 ! Qxe4 38 Rh 6 4 
Qh7 39 QfB 4 Kg 8 40 Rxh Kxh7 
4 lNf 2 Rae 8 Despite his material 
deficit white should win by a 
direct attack. 48 Nxh3 Eel + 43 
K18 Bb5 (see Diagram) 44 Nf4?? 


- The obvious 44 Ng5 4 Kg 8 45Qh6 
Bd3 46 d7 Rd 8 47 NeB! feB 48 Qg5 
4 would win. The last error in 
adifficult game. 44—Rfl 4 45 
Kg3 Net 46 Qf5B 4 KgB 47 Qg5 
4 (Vfe-Vfe). White settles for the 
perpetual as black starts 
counterattacking in force. 
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Those who had gone through my 
artiole on the reoently-oonoluded 
nationals last week know that 
Sudhir Qanguly and Ranen 
Ghosh scored a double, winning 
the Euia Open Teams ae well as 
the Holkar Open Pairs. Here is 
Sudhir in action in the Euia 
semi-final against Railways: 

NORTH (dummy) 

# 10 7 9 3 a 
5? ■ 3 

❖ 10 8 4 
a K 6 3 

WOT BAST 

6 Jt * 0 68 4 

K 0 10 4 CJ66 

OOJ9TS2 083 

#8 ♦ 10 8 7 i 

SOUTH 
OAK 
V A 76 2 
OAK 
4AQJI4 

Sudhir, South, played in the 
optimistic contract of six clubs 
after West had overcalled two 
diamonds, vulnerable A trump 
lead would have spelt doom but 
declarer got a lucky break when 
West, naturally enough, chose to 
lead the heart king. 

South ducked the opening lead 
and won the diamond switch. On 
the actual lay-out, declarer could 
have afforded to cash all the side 
winners and a top trump in hand 
before embarking on a cross-ruff 
but it seemed risky for the 
diamonds could be 7-1 So, 
declarer oashed heart ace, ruffed a 
heart, came to the spade ace and 
played hie last heart Surprisingly 
it was West who turned up with 
the thirteenth heart and now 
declarer was foroed to ruff with 
dummy's king. 

It seems likely that declarer 
would now lose a trump trick as 
after the 4-1 split shows up 
dummy would have no entry or 
trump left to oatch East’s cl ub ten. 
However, Sudhir. in his cool 
surgical style, analysed that West 
had to have at least six diamonds 
along with four hearts and looked 
likely to be short in clubs. So, at 
trick seven he led a tnunp from 
dummy and, going with the 
revised odds, fine s se d his nine (I) 
to land hie for a well- d es e rved 
gain. 













I TS the challenge of 
a lifetime Many 
people ask me 
'Why mess with 
history’ Why 
invent a new 
mountain to climb’' The 
same question arose 
when 1 discussed my 
plans (to swim the lOOm 


butterfly at the 1992 
Barcelona Games) with 
my wife Suay, her father 
Herman Weiner and my 
dad (Arnold) They 
thought it was really 
weird, because of my 
reputation and the 
credibility I ought lose 1 
said look, I did what I 


did and its done If I go 
to Barcelona and 1 don't 
win. the Olympic 
Committee’s not going 
to ask me to give back 
three gold medals 
because I’ve disgraced 
myself Perhaps, it boils 
down to this sure I'd 
love to wm. that would 


Pll tell you what though. It sure d< 
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be the ultimate But is 
t hat really the ‘ultimate’ 
that would be expected 
of meat my age? 

No, 1 think the 
ultimate is to make it to 
the Olympics Imagine 
it I’U be twice as old as 
the guys in the other 
lanes Now, that would 


be something to 
compare with what I did 
in Munich And if 1 don’t 
make the US team that’s 
OK too As long as 1 go 
to the trials and make it 
to the finals Then m my 
mind, unequtvocnally, 
there would never have 
been anybody my age to 


go as far as I did Maybe 
that’s what 1 m trying to 
prove If it ends up that 
way 111 be content 
I know t here was a lot 
of controversy aiound 
me when 1 retui ned 
from Munich But I 
didn t really have that 
hard a tune I was the 


Spitz currently in training 
at the UCLA pool 


la little of the spunk back into life 







My reaction is *Hey fellas, that’s my event. I w 



first Olympic athlete to 
get an opportunity to 
make a dollar. I didn't 
craateit.lt just sort of 
happened and I said, 
why not 9 
The big 

disappointment I was 
supposed to have felt 
was that apparently I 
was supposed to became 
the new Johnny 
Weissmuller- -the 
swimming champion 
becomes a movie star. 
Well, foraetartthey 
were not doing Tarzan 
movies anymore and I 
never wanted to be an 
actor anyway Maybe 
there was same 
disappointment in the 
eyes of the public that I 
didn't take that path, 
aertamiy not m mine 
I got into the 
California prop erty 
market instead 1 prut a 
$7000down payment on 
a beach front 
condominium, rented it 
out for 18 months then 
add it. With the profits 1 
picked up two more I 
picked it up real quickly 
and I liked it. It’s like 
Monopoly with real 
money. Today Tm a 

mill mn»iw » H mri nntimrm n 

with a lovely wife and an 
eight-year-old eon 
(NOTE Spitz is a 
partner in a firm that 
buys homes m Beverly 
Hills for $2 to $3 
fniihem , then tears them 
down and bmldsnew 
9000-square-foot homes 
that aall for $0 to $6 
milhnn Last July he 
gold bis women’s sports 
wear company under a 
licensing agreement 
that guarantees him a 
share of the profits 
without having to be 
involved in da* to-day 
operations ) 

It's working out well 
The property company's 
on a roll, the clothing 





mming it before you guys were born—literally’ 



business is making lots 
of money and I’ve got the 
free time to pursue this 
swimming craziness. 

I eat well, no junk. I 
don’t drink and I’ve 
never smoked or taken 
drugs. Oh, and for the 
past 17 years Fve hardly 
ever swum and never 
taken regular exercise 
unless you oount 
coaching Matthew's 
soccer and baseball 
leagues. Swimming is 
Matthew’s fifth 
favourite sport, which is 
^ all right with me. 

Believing that a 
comeback could only 
tarnish my reputation, I 
never really seriously 
considered the idea of a 
comeback. Three things 
changed my mind. First, 
my 100 butterfly record 
(54.27) is still 
competitive after all 
these years. It would 
have got me a gold at 
Montreal and Moscow. A 
bronze at LA and a final 
place at Seoul. 

Then, I started to hear 
about remarkable 
> happenings in 
V America’s Masters’ 
Swimming programme. 
Former champions, men 
.of 50 or more, were 
getting back into 
training and beating 
their best timings they 
achieved in their prime. 

T wasn’t interested in 
swimming against the 
veterans but a return to 
the big stage looked a 
much better prospect. 
What was happening in 
the Masters over the 
past few years made me 
100 per cent certain that 
in nine months or a year 
1 would be swimming 
faster than I did in 
Munich. 

- Finally, last year, 
international rules on 
amateurism were 
changed to allow the 


kind of endorsements 1 
had received after my 
retirement. The US 
governing body sent me 
a competitor’s card. I 
was back in the fold. 

I’ve talked to some 
experts and they all 
agree that I would have 
swum much faster in 
1972 if 1 hadn't had to 
swim so many darned 
events. I set that 100 m 
‘fly time on the fifth day 
of competition. I was 
already tired. Also I was 
trained as a distance 
swimmer so I would 
have the stamina for 
seven events even 
though they were all 
sprints. Now I’m 
training properly as a 
sprinter and I’m using 


weights to improve my 
upper body strength. 
Both things will make 
me faster. 

My sister sums up the 
way I feel. She doesn’t 
know if I’ll make the US 
team, but she thinks if I 
make the team. I’ll win 
the gold. The most 
difficult of this is 
making the US swim 
team. The race for the 
gold medal is at the 
American trials, not 
Barcelona. 

And I'm very serious 
about all this. And I 
don't think many of the 
young swimmers are 
laughing too much 
either. I've heard 
comments from some 
coaches who have boys 


in the 100 butterfly. 
They’re saying ‘Oh, God, 
why did he have to pick 
my event?* My reaction 
is Hey, fella a, that’s my 
event. I was swimming 
it before you guys were 
bom—literally.’ 

1 guess I know better 
than almost anyone 
what it takes to be 
motivated to win. I have 
that imprinted like a 
computer chip in my 
mind. Unfortunately its 
a mind controlling a 
39-year-old body and 
we’re not quite sure how 
that body will react. I’ll 
tell you what, though. It 
sure does put a little of 
the spunk back into life. 

TEXT A» PHOTOGRAPHS: 
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B RITAIN’S “Water 
babe" Sharron 
Davies has been 
making waves. No, 
not at Auckland, 


certainly cos’ the 
feedback there on her 
progress has been 
meagre. But sexy 
Sharron has taken to 


the ramp. A girl 
whose body fat 
content is just 15 per 
cent (that of a very 
thin woman being 20 


It is 12 years since 
the long-legged 
blonde won two 
Commonwealth titles 
in Edmonton, Canada 
and retired 

Sharron’s hopes for 
gold at the just 
concluded 
Commonwealth 
Games must have 
gone up in thin air. 
The real heroine at 
the pool was 
15-year-old 
Australian teenager 
Hayley Lewis. Eat 
your heart out, 
Sharron. 



CHEER UP, GOWER 

M ISFORTUNE continues to catch up with 
David Gower. Hardly does he get over 
one problem that another lands up. Now 
he’s gone and left Leicestershire after 15 years 
and joined Hampshire. 


Gower who was left out of the team for the 
West Indies tour said: “I wanted pastures 



“I have spent three months deliberating 
about my future. It has not been an easy 
decision. But I felt that 1 needed a fresh start 
and a new challenge. Hampshire fitted the bill 
I had letters from Leicestershire fans asking 
me to stay, but then you have to distance 
yourself, be hard and analyse things.. .1 
decided it was time to move. ’’ 

On the personal front, Gower's problems 
mount. His 10-year relationship with 
girlfriend Vicky Stewart came to a sad end, 
with them putting a message in the papers 
terminating their relationship. Things should 
look up now for Gower... hopefully. 
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NICKLAUS COMES BACK 


T HE Golden Bear is 50 and far from 
finished. In fact, he will growl again. 
Who’s this guy? Jack Nicklaus, the 
greatest golfer ever has put on a teeshirt, 
proclaiming on the front: “The world has 
survived...” and on the back: “Half a century of 
Jack Nicklaus." 

Though he spent his birthday playing tennis 
with family and friends in Florida, his mind 
will be on golf in 1990 He’s now free of back 
problems, into weight training and running. 
He can still make the world his own. 

“I’ve set my goals and deliberately put a 
monkey on my own back,” said Nicklaus. “I 
believe I can win another major. I want to be 
the best if it’s golf or ping-pong.” What’s more, 
he’s a granddad.However, he no longer has a 
sore head.. .though the chances of it being 
clear after his B’Day were slim. 


OVETT S RUNNING CLEAR 


H AS-been he may 
be, but Steve 
Ovett has 
managed to get his 
reputation intact. 

This happened after 
he was cleared from 
the controversy 
surrounding the 
payments row with 
Andy Norman which 
rocked British 
athletics last year. An 
ordered inquiry could 
not prove that 
Norman, a former 
policeman, made the 
offer of £25,000 to 
Ovett over the phone. 


But the report had 
left no doubt that 
someone had 
contacted Ovett. 

Ovett was 
delighted: “I’m 
delighted. I didn't 
think I stood a chance 
when you consider 
what I was up 
against. It is not up to 
me to say whether 
Norman should 
resign .that’s up to the 
AAA and him.” 

Money or no 
money, it doesn't help 
your loss of foim, 
does it Steve? 
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T HJE moment l 
got wind of 
Muhammad 
All's arrival m 
Madras, 1 became de¬ 
sperate to meet him. My 
friends didn't se am to 
share toy enthusiasm 
They felt that seeing Ah 
as he is today would be a 
disappointment But for 
me he was still The 
Orsatest’. And he will 
always be so, no matter 
what 

My photographer 
friend and 1 eat in the 
lobby of the Park Sher¬ 
aton hotel, as A!i 
finished his lunch up¬ 
stairs in room 301 The 
90 minute-wait seemed 
like a lifetime. Nervous 
excitement had so en¬ 
veloped me that the oom- 
fortable couch began to 
Awl like a wooden bench 
finally, when the bell 
boy relieved us of our 
Moslem, the heart began 
to pound faster as we 
Stepped into the ele¬ 
vator. . 

All walked out of the 
room and shook my 
hand. My hands were 
completely lost in his big 
palms. These were the 
heeds that dw * so 
much for booting; that 
had rearranged so many 
Moss in the ring, that 
mffh el* one of 
most famous sportsmen 
ever 

Yes, his movements 
were slow, his speech 
slurred and whispered 
But so what? He is still 
the champ 

I told him I wouldn’t 
take too long with my 
questions (see page 44) 
He didn’t seem to have 
heard me. As my friend 
pin ned in to click Wm he 
raised hie fists In a clas¬ 
sic basing pose and jab¬ 
bed at the air a couple of 
times. Ttus soared my 
amateur-photographer 
friend so muoh that 
apart from a sly photo¬ 
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graph or two he had no¬ 
thing to show from the 
brief encounter 

My first question was 
about how be got into 
boxing All thought for 
a white, rolling his tooth 
pick and hie mind’s eye, 
did a quick rewind and 
said something about a 
bicycle in a whisper 
Perhaps realising that I 
had not been able to hear 
what he had said he re 
peated the same, this 
time a little louder 

In the course of the 
Interview, while I took a 
few seoonds to refer to 
my notes, Aii surprised 
us by suddenly 
announcing, “Do you 
want to nee some 
magic?" 

I bed read shout All’s 
prowess as a showman, 
magician and post. And 
his present ill health has 
not completely sapped 
his wit sad humour 
When my local journal¬ 


ist friends had visited 
Mm th> day befor e they 
were thrilled to watch 
All step out of the oar 
ami, —hij f | ■teesbte 
audience present to 
greet him, playfully run 
a comb through his jet 
black hsur. 

So, with the two of us 
looking on in anticipa¬ 
tion, Ah stood up and 
asked us to watch his 
feet. For a moment I 
thought be was about to 
demonstrate hie femoue 
’move and dance’ techni¬ 
que. Instead he took 
both his feet off the 
ground for a fraction of 
a aeoond It wasn’t any¬ 
thing great, but our po¬ 
uts applause brought a 
large smile to his faoe. 
This was AU the show¬ 
man, t he man who hoH 
entertained a genera¬ 
tion. Today, in his 
humility, he p erf or med 
in front of a two-man 
audience. It also gave me 
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ttm AMMSaht 

swan. vusmmnHB 
jpssdb yrttfi h^msett-w** 
there is an doubt that 
even new his wftk mfe 
h*** Tbs ^ tt V y 
grin followed byifre re¬ 
ference to women in the 
interview confirmed it 

For him it was beating 
then and Islam now. But 
what remains constant 
is his devotion and de¬ 
dication to the task. It is 
this intensity that 
makes greatness. 

Islam is today the sub¬ 
ject closest to his heart. 
The very mention of 
Islam seems to energise 
him and hie voice gains 
a few decibels. The whis¬ 
per is forgotten. His 
only wish now is “to 
serve Allah with all my 
heart." With this he pro¬ 
ceeds to show me a 
handbag containing 
hundreds of attractively 
printed pamphlets on 
Islam Everday he 
spends 3-4 hours sign¬ 
ing these pamphlets 
which propagate the 
faith. He carries them 
wherever he goes and 
when confronted by 
autograph hunters he 
simply, writes their 
names on the pre-signed 
leaflets. 

It is time to leave and I 
ask him where I could 
send him a copy of the 
interview alter it is pub¬ 
lished. He writes his 
name and address a 
trifle haltingly in my 
Hots book- As we leave 1 
recall what AU had told a 
foreign writer not so 
long ago, “When I am 
gone, I want people to 
remember me saying, 
’All took a flaw cups of 
love, one teaspoon of 
patience, one tabte epo o o 
of generosity -and he 
spread it over a m* tmm 
and served it to each and 
every deserving person 
,1m 









Zeeshan Aii meets Power. Power Tennis Gear Tennis Shoes. Socks. T-shirts and shorts. Racquets and hails. 
The champion’s range. Wear the Power. Tee! the Power. Anc gear up tor that awesome performance. 


Available at select and W*UWIfWEW9WW*nWiWMstores 
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Preview of the 1990 Formula One Racing 


if 

iMLOHEAVYWEttHT 


n 


mrmn 


km 


vorid 


NAPIER TEST 


WASHOUT! 

Out 12 short of what would 
have been a historic 
century, Sachin 
Tendulkar brought 
some excitement 
into a Test 
ruined by 
inclement 
weather and | 
poor pitch v 
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Unpack this roll and observe its extraordinary 
effect on the people you go trekking with. 
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SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 






Sportswortd is available by (inland) post 

Rs. 310 a year (52 issues); Rs. 610 tor two years (104 issues). An annual saving of Rs. 54 per year on the newsstahd 

price, plus a book delivered to you. 


Following sre tiro books yon too choose iron 



Bicente nn ial Tael—official book—Rs. 60 (actual price) 
B4H series—1067-86 Rs. 60 
Australia's World Cup champion Rs. 60 
Who's who in one day Internationals Rs 60 
Howzatl Cricket Cartoons Rs. 20 
Table tennis: Harold Myers Rs. 36 
The story at squash Rs. 86 
The Guardian book ot sports 1962183 Rs. 364 
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Being MyseH: Martina Navratilova Rs. 260 
Boycott by Don Mosey Rs. 290 
Benson & Hedges Cricket year Rs. 260 
World Cup Cricket'67 Rs. 75 
Play fair Cricket Annual W Rs. 49 
Zola Rs 144 

The B a dmi n ton Story Rs. 131 
Golden Girl: P .T. Usha Rs. 35 



Tick off the one/two titles you wait and send youi order mentioning your address and the two/one book you want to 

The Circulation Manager 

Anondo Bazar Patrika Ltd 6, Prafulla Sarkar Street, Calcutta 700 001. 

Please draw your demand draft/cheque in favour of: Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd. Calcutta 
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Ram takes centrestage 
^ at Napiers where the 
■ w# second Test between 
India and New Zealand was 
played But in the brief spells of 
sunshine, there were flashes of 
brilliance and exuberance from 
the Indian batsmen Prabhakar 
misses his maiden Teet oentury by 
a mere five runs, Tendulkar by a 
little more Ashok Kamath brings 
you up-to-date 


M A l-km swim, a 10-km 
cycle nde and a 5-km 
run all on the same 
day* Yes, that’s what over 500 
Bombayites threw themselves into 
one hot Sunday early this month 
The first-ever triathlon m India 
attracted much attention for the 
sheer physical demands it placed 
on the participants Robin 
Chatteqee turned down an offer to 
test hus body and preferred to 
report j 

m jm Has the king lost his 
M crown 8 9 Tyson drops 
m im 'Buster’ Douglas m the 
eighth round but a late count by 
the referee allows tha challenge! to 
get back on his feet And then, the 
impossible a thunderbolt from 
Douglas drops Tyson and the / 

champion is counted out' Is the 
knockout legal? Or will Tyson get 
a rematch to defend his orown? 


jm jm The team shifts have all 
been made Frost to 
^is Ferrari, Piquet to 
Benetton And the new engines 
are still being honed for that extra 
bit of speed With the Formula 
One season to kick off next 
month, we give you an extensive 
preview of the high-speed action 
to come 







It’s not the winning that's 
Important, but the taking 
part-refusing to let the daunting 
challenge of the triathlon or the 
size of Ilia fellow-competitors 
hasato him, this gutsy youngster 
gets ready to tackle the swimming 
course. Full report on the 
triathlon on Pg 39 






YOU’LL NEVER BELIEVE WHAT 
YOU CAN DAMAGE BY WEARING 
THE WRONG SHOES. 




On a 2 km run your feet will 
hammer the ground an average of ? 
times Sending shockwaves screaming 

at speeds exceeding 300 kmph 
Last stop your brain 

Which is why Puma 

I 

UK*.* developed their Trinomic sole 
It’s unique ‘honeycomb structure is based on nature's most 
efficient shock-absorbers human bone tissue Moulded from 

dWCUMHlDllUU MARK (V PUMA AG tffWNV * HFGISfHt’D IRAK MARK Of CARONA11D MM 


PEBAX, a new elastic polymer, it 
keeps its shock absorbent qualities 
50% longer than ordinary shoes 
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n in Unique Trinomic soto reduces 

Pioneering innovations like 

these don't come easy Puma have invested hundreds 

of millions of dollars in research over the years 

* 

ident in their range of more than 1,000 shoes, • 
where every feature is a product of research Al< of which has 
built Puma into a $720 million empire, m 65 countries 
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Naturally, Puma shoes have had a resounding impact on 
the woiid of international sport at every level From weekend 
tenms to Wimbledon schoolboy football to the World Cup and 
village athletics to the Olympics 


With athletes of every description 



having worn 

the club level to champions 


the current Australian cncket team and the Bntish, Dutch and 
West German hockey teams to name a few 

Carona has introduced a range of these shoes in India 
So, when you next need a pair of high performance 
shoes, and not just any old keds will do, make a wise decision 


Uoutdad from Pt-BAX toi extra n rt ,, . 

sfw* abaatmnt quomws like Diego Man 
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A TRIUMPH OF GERMAN ENGINEERING. 









Clockwise (from left): Jane 
Fleming wee a favourite of the 
crowd b ecause aha wee from 
neighbouring Down Under. Her 
smile conceals a fierce 
compe ti tor who won two gold 
medals. The first wee for the 
heptathlon and the second wee 
for the long jump. Here she 
rece ives the medal for the long 
Jump event 

All smiles: Naturally, since they 
are not going empty-handed. Kay 
Morsley la flanked by sliver 
medallist SaHy Gunnell (right) and 
Lesley Ann Skate. TMa was the 
a ward-wi nn ing ceremony for the 
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Tendulkar got a fluent 88 
while 'keeper Klran More 
(Inset) impressed with a 
knock of 73 
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WASHOUT! 

Out 12 short of what 
would have been a 
historic century, Sachin 
Tendulkar brought some 
excitement into a Test 
ruined by inclement 
weather and a poor pitch. 

Ashok Kamath reports 
on the second India- New 
Zealand Test 
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T HE Joss of the 

first and the last 
day of the second 
Test between 
India and New Zealand 
was a bigger blow to the 
touring team than the 
home team. The reason, 
is not hard to find: 
having won the first 
Test in Christchurch, 
New Zealand had taken 
a 1-0 lead and when the 
Napier Test was 
eventually abandoned as 
a draw, it became clear 
that the Kiwi record of 
not having lost a series 
at home in a long time 
would remain intact 
For the Indians, 
however, the 
weather-induced 
stalemate in Napier 
meant that Auckland in 
the last week of 
February would leave 
them with the option of 
only trying to square 



DHIp Vsnasarkar scored 
0 after flying thousands 
of miles. Life's like that 
sometimes! 

the series. Rain washed 
out Day One of the 
Napier Test without a 
ball being bowled and on 
Day Five, when there 
were quite a few people 
around who thought 
some play would have 
been possible as the rain 
stayed away, the players 
seemed reluctant to 
resume the admittedly 
pointless battle. 

There was something 
farcical to the 
non-starting final day. 
The Test was called off 
around 2.30 pm because 
one end of the run-up 
stretch was considered 
too wet. The light 
conditions were 
marginal but the 
umpires could not order 
start of play because the 
previous evening they 
stopped play under 
similar lighting 
conditions. It will 
remain a mystery why 
John Wright, who was 
batting on 113, accepted 
the umpires' offer the 
previous evening and 
called off play when 
there were still 13 overs 
to be bowled on Day 
Four. Spinners 
Narendra Hirwani and 
Venkatapathi Raju were 
bowling, the wicket was 
playing easy as ever and 
yet Wright chose to call 
it a day 13 overs 
prematurely. 

And when on the final 
day the light was just as 
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good (or bad) and at least 
two to three hours of 
play was possible m the 
afternoon the players 
were somewhat 
reluctant Agreed it was 
pointless as a contest by 
then but that alone was 
not a mitigating reason 
for abandoning the 
match so early Kapil foi 
one was keen to get on 
with it but as Bishan 
Bedi cricket manager 
pointed out the decision 
to restart play was 
entirely with the 
umpires Steve 
Woodward and Brian 
Aldridge in this case 

With less than three i 

play mg days possible 
the Naptei Te p t not 
surprisingly took its 
plat e m lnstorv main! y 1 
as a host of personal I 

milestones Sar hm ! 

1 endulkar came wit Inn ' 

12 runs of beating I 

Pakistani MuMitaq 
Mohammed s ret or d as 1 

tht youngest Test 
ctniut ion ever Mano| 
Prabhakai si ored a 
caieei best 95 Kiran 
More improved his 
personal best innings to . 
**3 (from 58 not out) 1 

John Wnght cricked his | 
ninth Test century ( 

iru hiding his sec ond m 
a low and Danny 
Morrison picked up 
another successive set of 
five wickets in an 
innings j 

Prabhakar s splendid I 
effi.ii i got somewhat 
sidetracked because of 
the imminence of 
history being made by 
young Tendulkar But 
apart from being the 
Indian topscorer, 
Prabhakar s innings 
really steadied the 
Indian boat after 
Richard Hadlee had 
trapped Woorken 
Raman leg before wicket 
and Saryay Manjrekar 
had left, first hour after 
lunch Mohammed 


A/hituddiu was their 
but he wa' not the 
epitome of confoi t I ht 
Indian c-tptam was 
distinctly luc k\ to 
survive a 

caught at short leg 
appeal by Martin L r owe 
br fore hr had sc or ed At 1 
five Arhar was dropped 
by Wright at mid on 
It was under these 
circumstances that 
Prabhakai reached his 
second and moet 
impressive Test 
half-century Prabhakar 
has opened the batting 
in fust class cricket 
before but it is not 


exactly the same thing 
doing it m Tests In 
C hristchurch he was 
drafted m as Raman s 
opening partner in the 
second innings aftei 
Sidhu injured himseli 
He scored 40 impressive 
runs Here in Napier he 
was the master 
working the ball square 
on the on side by 
delectably opening out 
the face of the bat 
driving powerfully and 
occasionally hitting 
above the heads of 
fieldsmen 

Prabhakar was most 
unfortunate to get a bad 


decision when he was 
just five short of a 
most deserving century 
An attempt to flick failed 
and the ball apparently 
clipped hts thigh pad on 
its way to wicketkeeper 
Ian Smith off Hadlee 
Umpire Aldridge upheld 
the noisy appeal and 
Prabhakar stood there 
briefly aghast ; 

indicating j 

half hopefully that the I 

ball had not nicked his 
bat The Delhi 
alb ounder s hmt of 
dissent at the umpire s 
verdict won him a frown 
from < ncket manager I 

Bedi even as he was 
congratulated with a I 

shabhash Manoj-bete 
on his return to th 
dressing room 

By 1 he time Prabhakar 
left India were ashore 
alter the dramatic 
first ball loss of Raman 
and the two-ball stay of 
Dilip Vengsarkar 
among other things 
Manjrekar had gone 
taking his bat out of 
harm s way but a little 
too late the faint touch | 

carried to wic ketkeepet 
Smith VengRaikar i 

shaping to drive 
through coveis I 

thin edged the hall to , 

Smith s gloves The 
calx h made local lad 
Smith the tenth most 
prolific wicketkeepei m 
Test history 

Sachin Tendulkar 
played and missed a 
couple of times a little 
after his arrival at the 
crease at number six In 
one particular over by 
Hadlee who had made 
his Test debut even 
before the 16 year old 
Indian was born -tested 
him outside the off 
stump But the whiz kid 
held on gutsily refused 
to be tempted by the 
cunning old fox and set 
himself up for a truly 
i emai kable innings ■ 









WHO’S THE DEADLIEST OF 

’EM ALL? 


O NE of the fascinating: fac eta of cricket statistics is the sustained 
penetrative capacity of a bowler - his ability to keep up a high 
striking rate of wickets per Test match 
To determine who figures in this category of recoi ds a 
minimum qualifying limit of 50 Test wickets has been set 
This makes 192 bowlers eligible—56 representing England 47 
Australia 21 West Indies, 20 India ISPakistan 15 New Zealand 14 
South Africa and one representing Sri Lanka 

Among these a select 15 have been able to sustain a sti iking rate ot 5 ox 
more wickets per Tost Only one of them Richard Hadlee i*» *he lone 
euri ently-playing Test c ricaetei 

Malcolm Marshall of West Indies is just outside the qualifying 
st i iking rate with 4 93 (326 wickets in 66 Tests) 

A point of interest among the* 25 bowlers who have tak< n 200 or more 
wu kets m Tests only thr ee have a striking r ate of 5 w lekets per 
Test Clarrie Grimmett Dennis Lillee and Richaid Hadlee 


1. S. Barnes 

(Aus) 

Strike Rats 
(wfdsper 
Test) 

7.00 

Tests 

27 

Wickets 

189 

& J. Ferris 

(Aus/Bng) 6.77 

9 

61 

3. T, Richardson 

(Eng) 

628 

14 

88 

4. G. Lohmann 

(Eng) 

6.22 

18 

112 

5. C. Turner 

(Aus) 

5.94 

17 

101 

6, C. Grimmett 

(Aus) 

5.88 

87 

216 

7. J, Saunders 

(Aus) 

5.64 

14 

79 

8. Tich’ Freeman 

(Eng) 

5.50 

12 

66 

9. W. O’Reiiiy 

(Aus) 

&33 

27 

144 

10. If. Ironmonger 

(Aus) 

6.28 

14 

74 

11 . C. Blythe 

(Eng) 

5.26 

19 

100 

12. F. Spofforth 

(Aus) 

5.28 

18 

94 

13, R. Peel 

(Eng) 

5.10 

20 

102 

14. D. Lillee 

(Aits) 

5.07 

70 

355 

15. R, Hadlee 

(NZ) 

5.08 

80 

403 


The record holders of the other fiv e countries are 
4 93 M Marshall (326 wickets m 66 T**-.ts), 4 59 H Tayfield (170 w ickets 
in 17 Tests), 4 17 B Chandrasekhar (242 wickets in 58 Tests), 1 15 Khan 
Mohammed (54 wickets in 13 Tests) and 3 54 Ravi Katnavckc (56 wickets 
in 22 Testa) representing WeM^ndies South Africa India, Pakistan and 
Sn Lanka respectively 


Figures updated to / February 1990 


BY RAVI KANT SRIVASTAVA 






1 have bowled 
against guys like 
Martin Crowe 
Mark Greatbatch 
and Ken 
Rutherford So 
they are not exactly 
new to me If I get 
a chance for the 
New Zealand tour, 
I'm sure I can 
come good 











YET ANOTHER 'WHO’S HE’’ 
IN THE INDIAN TEAM WHO 
MIGHT BE HEADLINE 
MATERIAL IN THE 
NOT-TOO DISTANT FUTURE 


Wasson 


T hat i*- m 

Atul 

Wa* sun «• 

> >wn w i >t d* 
Ins bapti , 1/1 

i mlci i it k/1 

• It is yet totaki Itn 
dimensions ol a 
I tags to itches slot v tin 
Wasson has «t limp w t, 

I to go beloieIn hd<- toil 
i tap attached t»»lii«- 
| name 

i Then at smut h'io 
1 t>> ’it v> ‘hat this six If < * 
thin iii/hf- u uiph 
i 2) V( a old li is m »d» it 
| into tilt Iit/li *n t i k 1 1 ’ 

I t( mi or* pun 1 i( k 
W i-soi whi mint 1 
dio /pi f < •- 

I otik 1 ' l nil 
iv'i/'h o'pff'/ei> t 
ftlcii i ii Iht n.ilji't il 
It tl'h ' I >nt Jt ]n it I 
>l.( rill sfo/l/I/f i 
< <ni to; SO/I/t out < i i 

/ih /iiv* v< rii ’i \hi 

hut HO* llllt \H I '1 
is (V/s/ti to '’/./At / mri 


I was boi ii m i t.inu]\ o' 
businessmen l nui fared 
hopes of hectmnnu in 
athlete ft loan 
luniptv didn t want to 
do anything elst But 
along ca me Knp'l Dei 
and kid*, ol im nee /list 
got hookea Kapil madt 
mo i hangc m x ) c ,u oei 
nlans IMImluvt vrdh 
ct icket and got m v sell 
enrolled m Taiak 
Smha sSonnet school 
'Sir has piodutod 
cricketers like Raman 
Lamlhi Ajay Shat nut 
Bhaskar Pillai and the 
likes The vei v first day 
A he asked me to howl fast 
1 obliged That is how I 
have come to whei e 1 
ha vt 



lot m\ silt in t hi h -t 
sidt idthc* th..n in d i 
Ik llu side ha a a * 
t.r as the In h m 
bow him s q i ut i s 
tone ci nt a Iran i up 
Kapil Pci flu it /s m 
one not Hi nit n" ./ / „ 
And ie« Man u 
Pin blink it who > U\ 
tet cntl\ i»'i 'or /v ,< \ t 
at /os*- tin hoidt i \i 
times 1 thought ol 
lcd \nip Pc llu iiioith i h 
pla\ Rniip matcht' t 
othei staff’s Pun cot 
anolti l ft am th< 
Mohammedan h/xr t m 
Club m C ih utta O 
se< and thoughts 
howeiei I icahstp it 
i wasonsic! toc it hilt 
I se/er for*? t Vf I mm 
Delhi Because Uu -.t 
i days Delhi pla\ s m< /; 
i Ranp matches th ni 

Shirking away from 
tha Kiwi batsmen is 
not his cup of tea 










You can’t keep a good man down, ao he a not really desperate 


other states They 
reached the finals most 
of the time during the 
Eighties. . 

Wasson then started 
concentrating on 
bettering' his 
performances In his 
first five zonal Ranji 
matches he captured >JO 
wickets. He got 10 
wickets against the 
Services. 10 against 
Jatnmu and Kashmir, 
nine against Haryana, 
nine against Punjab and 
one against Himachal 
Pradesh in a match 
which saw only 30 
minutes of play due to 
heavy rain. 

This was only after his 
stupendous 
performance with the 
ball in the Irani Trophy 
finals last year That 
match was basically 
designed to act as a trial 
for all those who were 
scheduled to go to 
Pakistan. Wasson got 
nine wickets and almost 
made the trip. Later. Raj 


Singh told the press; 
“We thought of taking 
another fast bowler I 
personally would have 
| felt better if we had sent 
i him to Pakistan but 
i Srikkanth asked for a 
; batsman. So Raman 
| Lamba was in." Lambu 
was lucky. Wasson was 
! not 

Wasson owes credit 
' for his sudden 
I emergence to Delhi 


Wasson has 
managed to retain 
his place in the 
Indian squad not 
because there are 
. limited choices 
among the bowlers 
in the squad but, 
because he has 
made an 
>.•: impressidn 

_1M _ 


Ranji captain Madan 
Lai. A fan of Dennis 
Lillee and Kapil Dev. In- 
says. “Madan bhai had 
taught me how to txiwl 
in different situations 
He is my guide “ 

"My stint with English 
county cricket also 
helped me improve my 
bowling. 1 played for 
Murecambe in the 
Lancashire league in 
1987. There were a 
n umber of Indian 
cricketers who played 
for this club. Ravi 
(Shastri). Gopal Shnrma 
and Chetan (Sharma) 
also had a stint l went 
on to break Dilip Doshi s 
record of 109 wickets in 
the Lancashiirt league 
by claiming 110 
wickets For the last two 
years. 1 played for 
Mersden Cricket club in 
the Yorkshire league. I 
have bowled against 
guys like Martin Crowe. 
Mark Greatbateh and 
Ken Rutherford. So they 
are not exactly new to 


I me. 

\ These were Ins words 
j before he left fm New 
, Zealand A lot has ! 

1 happened since tin n > 

The point ofdis.-ussiou 
is-pnmanh India s 
: 1 ()-wicket masKaere 
■ against the Kiwis 
! Wasson Isis. hnwe\er. 

managed to retain his ; 

- place in the Indian team ; 
; not because t here us a 
; limited choice uniunu 
; the bowlers in the Indian 
! contingent but because 
| he lias made an 
1 impression 
i As 1 left him. his 
! words rang loudly in my 
ears. 

7 believe nobody can 
stop me Yes. y< ui can 
stop a man for a few 
days, years perhaps, but 
not forever 1 am worthy 
of getting a place ni the 
National team. 

Reported by Mann 
Chakraborty. Written by 
Robin Chatterjee 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY PRITI 
RANJAN KARMAKAR 






PHOTO OF THE WEEI 







=COSTA RICA 


- n the 10th of 

fT*\ July 1989, 

| Costa Rica, the 

f second-smallest 

j Central 

1 American 

Republic 

- became the first 

team to qualify for the 
14th World Cup in Italy! 
Real minnows of the 
World Cup, this is the 
first ever entry for this 
tiny state of 2,416,809 
people. 

Costa Rica is one of the 
most remarkable states 
of Latin America. 

It has the highest 
adult literacy rate in the 
whole of l«itin America, 
aided by perhaps the 
most advanced social 
welfare systems in the 
modern world. It is the 
only Latin American 
state to be relatively free 
of political turbulence, 
insurgency and 
guerrilla warfare, 
making it the most 
durable and democratic 
state in Central 
America. In President 
Oscar Rafael Arias 
Sanchez. Costa Rica lias 
the 1987 Nobel Peace 
Prizewinner! And, 
believe it or not. since 
1948, it has had no 
armed forces! 

Yet when it comes to 
soccer, it is way behind 
in the 

CONCACAF-controlled 
region of North 
America, Central 
America and the 
Caribbean. Baseball and 
basketball, like all over 
Central America, are 
just a shade behind in 
speetatorBhip, to soccer, 
the national game 

But in the CONCACAF 


(The Confederacion 
Norte-Centro- 
americanay del Caribe 
de Futbol) soccer 
championship, Costa 
Rica has a proud record. 
It finished as the 
champions in 1941, the 
inaugural year of the 
Central American & 
Caribbean 

Championship (renamed 
CONCACAF 
Championship in 1963). 
Became joint champions 
in 1943, and champions 
again in 1946, ’48, ’53, 
’55, ’60, ’61, '63 and ‘69. 
Its club, Saprissa, 
became the central zone 
winners of the 
Champions Cup in 1970 


And after that.. .now 
1990, it is big news! 

Costa Rica is called 
“The Switzerland of 
Central America”, a 
ruggedly and 
picturesque 
mountainous country, 
which dazzles all 
visitors. 

Bordered on the east 
by the Carribean Sea, on 
the west by the Pacific, 
Panama on the south 
and Nicaragua on the 
north, almost all its life, 
political, economic., 
social and cultural, is 
staged in the Mesata 
Centrale, the central 
plateau (2000 square 
miles). San Jose, the 


capital city at 4000 ft 
elevation is the hub. Half 
of the population, the 
centres of culture and 
government, four of the 
six major cities, and the 
bulk of the coffee 
industry are found on 
this charming 
landscape. And so are 
most of the professional 
soccer clubs. .. 

Coffee, not bananas is 
the nation's major 
export commodity. In 
1800 AD, Costa Rica 
(called ‘The Rich Coast’ 
by Colombus in 1502) 
became the first one in 
Central America to 
introduce coffee. Ever 
since, coffee, bananas. 
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meat, sugar, cocoa are 
the mainstay of life. 
And, the mainstay of 
professional and 
part-time pro soccer. 

Soccer is played in all 
the seven provinces of 
Alajuela, Cartage, 
Liberia, Heredia, Limon, 
Puntarenas and of 
course, San Jose. With 
its overwhelmingly 
‘white’ population (97 
per cent), the soccer 
teams ethnic 
composition is also 
white, mainly of 
Spanish origin. Then 
German, Dutch, Swiss 
and black (in the 
Caribbean coast of 
Limon). 

When the final round 
of the qualifications 
from the CONCACAF 
commenced on the 19th 
of March 1989, Costa 
Rica were found face to 
face against the United 
States of America, 



, There is not much 
information on the Costa 
Rican soccer team. But it 
appears that, save 
exceptions, it will be the 
same that played the 
final CONCACAF 
qualifying rounds. 

Marvin Rodriguez will 
manage this side. At 
goal. GabeloConeja will 
keep guard. In front of 
him it will be a defence 
lineup of Qucsada, 


Manager : Marvin Rodriguez 
CtlSWf: Deep red shirts, deep blue 
shorts, white stockings 
QppMMtS : Group C to be played in 
Turin-Genoa, Brazil, Scotland and 
Swsdon 

Previous World Cun appearances : None 



Meanwhile, the 
American favourites got 
bogged down, and were 
second on points The 
Yanks were finding goal 
scoring very difficult. 
They drew against 
Trinidad & Tobago 1 -1, a 
match which was theirs, 
allowing the Strike 
Squad to tie in the 88th 
minute Then suspense 
reached the boiling 
point when winless El 
Salvador held them 0-0 
in St Ixjuis! Now the 
Yanks ‘had 1 to defeat 
Trinidad & Tobago in 
their last match The 
latter only needed a 
draw to make the trip to 
Italy 

Thus, in the return leg 
at home, Costa Rica met 
El Salvador once again. 
And it was 1-0 in their 
favour. On the IGlh of 
July The Costa Ricans 
celebrated their first 
World Cup entry. 

Meanwhile a civil war 
in El Salvador caused 
the FIFA to cancel their 
games against 
Guatemala. Leaving the 
final round incomplete. 


Flores, Montero and 
Diaz. Marshalling the 
midfield will beCayasso, 
Murchena, Chaviarra 
and either Jara or 
Hidalgo Leaving a 
two-man striking line in 
Coronado, and either 
Flores or Soalano 

Costa Rica are facing 
the ignominy of being 
the most lowly rated side 
in Italy with the United 
States With Brazil, 
Sweden and Scotland in 
their group in the 
Italian north of Turin 
and Genoa, experts are 
wondering just how 
many goals are they 
going to concede. Just 
how good are these 
Costa Ricans? All that 
can tie said is that they 
will easily defeat India! 

History’s lesson in the 
World Cup is tha.t even 
outsiders must never he 
underestimated by then- 
opponents Anyone 
doing so in Italy, 
deserves to be clobbered 
on the head! 


Colorsport 


Wnflpt* 













































S ebastian 
COE is 
surely the 
greatest 
middle 
distance 

runner that Britain has 
produced. From the time 
he broke into the 
headlines in 1977 when 
he won the European 
Indoor championships 
in San Sebastian, it has 
been a long and 
illustrious career. A 
career that had its 
brilliant highs and 
tragic lows, a career that 
had been marred by 
glandular viral 
infections and muscle 
tears; a career which 
saw Britain emerge as 
the supreme middle 
distanoe running nation 
from the late seventies to 
the mid-eighties. 

Sebastian Coe is a frail 
man. He has a look of 
compassion about him 
but that is a deceptive 
facade. Underneath that 
diffident exterior, there 
lurks a sharp tactical 
brain, able to run off his 
rivals through sheer 
technique. He also has 
the heart of a champion.- 
Time and time again, 
during his career, he has 
been able to dig inside 
and bring forth new 
levels of excellence. For 
example; prior to the Los 
Angeles Games in 1984, 
he had been completely 











written off by the British 
media They said that he 
had been ill, he waa out 
of training for months 
and there was no hope 
whatsoever of him 
winning a medal, let 
alone, a geld 
But, m the fiercely 
contested 1500m where 
| his rivals Included Steve 
| Scott, Steve Cram and 
Steve Ovett, Coe won 
with a brilliant finishing 
run He raised a finger 
signifying‘up youis to 
the British press 
having answered them 
in the best possible 
manner with a gold 
medal 

S ebastian coe was 

bom in 1956 in 
Chiswick West London 
the eldest child of Peter 
and Angela Coe They 
were a middle class 
family Father Peter Coo 
was an engineer who 
worked in a cutlery 
■ factory while his mother 
Angela was a former 
actress He was a very 
nervous and sensitive 
child who suffered from 
nervous eczema and 
asthma He started 
running when he was 12 
years old and by the time 
i he was 14, his father 
took over as his coach 
Petei Coe is short and 
bespectacled and 
intense, and poeessmg 
I an engmneers logic, 
planned his son s career 
meticulously Sebastian 
later said that since his 
father did not have any 
' ideaofcoaching, hehad 
never run in a race ever 
m his life, he had no 
I mental limits He said 
I that anything was 
I possible and this belief 
was inculcated deep into 
the son 
Sebastian Coe 
progressed steadily Ht 
won the schools 
championship, the AAA 


j Jun ior r hampionships i 



A monumental athletics 


career came to an end at the 


Commonwealth Games at 


Auckland recently 



and then on to the major 
title m the European 
championships But it 
was only in 1979 that he 
really became an 
international star and 
gave the hint of the true 
genius that he was In 
one remarkable 40 day 
period, he lowered three 
world records In Oslo 
on 3rd July, he broke the 
800m world record On 
17th July he broke the 
mile record again m 
Oslo In 15th August he 
broke the 1500m world 
record in Zurich This 
was an awesome 
performance a tribute 
to the months of harsh 
winter work that he did 
m the mountains 
following his father s 
car 

By 1980 worldwide 
attention was focused on 
the middle distance 
events Furthermore 
Stove Ovett s new 1500m 
world record enhanced 
the possibility of a 
fearsome nvalry 
between him and Coe 
before the Games 
Athletu experts 
differed believing 
firmly that Cop would 
win the 800m and Ovett 
the 1500m gold at the 
Moscow Olympics But 
that was not to be 

In one of the most 
surprising results of the 
Games Ovett took the 
800m gold Coe barely 
managing silver 

Coe was shattered It 
was an astonishing loss 
and father Peter Coe 
couldn t resist 
reprimanding him m 
front of the entir e medi i 
“You ran like a bloody 
idiot ‘ The days after 
were cruel A life s 
dream had gone so 
quickly now only the 
1500m was left and 
Ovett was in awesome 
form But it was now 
that the real champion 
in Coe emerged He 


i 




collected himself, wi*nt 
for long walks, psyched 
himself and on the day 
of the raoe, Sebastian 
Coe was determined that 
he would give 
everything to win that 
elusive gold. 

The race began and it 
was a slow first lap. 

(61.3 seos). Coe was 
lying third, Ovett 
behind him in fourth 
place. And the man in 
front was Jurgen Straub 
of the GDR, a runner 
whom Coe and Ovett 
didn’t take into their 
calculations. At the end 
of the second lap, things 
changed dramatically. 
From a pedestrian race, 
it blossomed into one of 


the great races of all 
time. 

Straub suddenly 
poured in a brilliant 
burst of speed and moved 
ahead. A gap of two, 
then four metres built 
up. Coe immediately 
realised that Straub was 
going for broke; he 
realised that Straub was 
sacrificing his final kick 
in order to kill the 
opposition. But Coe also 
realised that if he didn't 
respond, it would be 
impossible to catch up. 

So he accelerated and 
moved in quickly behind 
Straub. Ovett had 
understood this gambit, 
and was now lying 
third. 
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All pretense and grave a semi-kick which there was fear In him 

waiting had been took him past Straub. now. He wasn’t sure 

thrown to the winds. Now he was out in front. whether Ovett had left in 

'The race had been the wind in his face and him that electrifying 

thrown wide open. They the stadium on its feet. finish he was famous 

ran the third lap in 54.6 Coe was running for. And so Coe for good 

secs, an electric pace. alone. And away. Ovett measure sprinted 

But up in the stands, was still behind Straub harder. 

Peter Coe heaved a sigh when Coe looked back The stadium again 

of relief. He knew, that but that did not appease erupted and then there 

when it came to him. The race had been was only 20 metres left, 

throwing a punishing run at such a blistering Then ten, then five, then 

home-stretch kick, there pace that now only the three, then two, then 

was nobody to match his hours of conditioning one.. .Sebastian Coe had 

son. He felt that the race would help an athlete. become the 1500m 

was as good as over. This was unknown Olympic champion and 

The bell rang for the territory. All three of it was a magnificent 

last lap and Coe could them had never been performance. The last 

detect the first signs of here before and nobody eight hundred metres 

Straub wilting. Now it knew what was going to was the fastest he had 

was time that he made happen. Coe put in even run in hie life 

his move. 180 metres another semi-kick when A FTER that, Coe 

away from home, Coe he neared the bend and ncontinued to compete 


cut he was laid low by 
glandular illnesses and 
dral infections that 
forced him to miss the 
World Championships 
m1983. In 1984, he 
returned to the 
Olympics in Los 
Angeles. And in true 
championship style: 
retaining his 1500m 
title but losing the 800m 
to Brazlian Joaquim 
Cruz. 

In 1986, he won the 
European 

championships in the 
1500m and 800m, but 
his eyes were fixed on 
winning an 
unprecedented third 
1500m Olympic gold 
medal at Seoul. 
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Commonwealth Games 
at Auc kland wpre left 
Lop had nt vei t ompeted 
m a Commonwealth 
Games before due to 
illnesses and since he 
believed he had a ehann 
the temptation prove d 
too great But i ite 
dec ret d he woulci not 
sue c eed ag un 
In the HOOm he w is 
desti nod hv tin fast 
and f ui 10 is Kf ny up 
and< inn adism il *i\lh 
And tli» nfurthti 
tiugedy stiur k wl n i 
m vt it < (Id and >-11 ill* 1 
glinri‘ It in o Inn tf 
w thdi.iw ti< 1 ilhi 
l‘> JOm Itwssthi 
hai 1 * ‘t dtv isk 11 1 h 1 1 1 
niK h 1 «*■ f 1 u 

in 11 uln 1 f > I p 
> mud *1 1 'ii 

wa. f 1 11 Ilf U *• 
t l itif. I a is In n 

And >0 qi Mt ill il 1 l\ 
it Ih it f t tl 11 


* 




But tor the first time 
in his hft perhap*- 
Sebastian C ot madi a 
serious tat tic al ei r or Oi 
should one say a 
trainingenoi 
He had decided on 
some hig h altitude 
training m St Moritz 
andrt 4 1 ned to Emgland 
far tc o late to 
acclimatise In fart he 
returned bai ely a week 


pnoi to the seiet t ion 
trials m Burning!xani It 
was a huge enoi a id lit 
paid for it Intlietnals 
1 he came a disastrous 
fourth and was 
eliminated trom the 
| team His inability to 
qualify caused an 
enormous fui ore wi*h 
even Coe at one 
jumtuie actually 
asking to be included 111 


Steve Ovett: • great 
competitor 


theteim 01 

cxtraoidinny grounds 
Put e\tn lor n« a like 
Coe Britain doc b 11 it 
break its mlfs And so 
hr wasdtpuved or 
rather depnved himself 
of what he belli vc d 
would be a gloi ious end 
to his career 
But the Seoul 
Olympic sum not the 
final option The 1990 


P *1 Hl( 1 v 

Jt'liStU! I » 

spv r* Hi <• I 

| C Ul Sri itlir ill 1 *. S Hi 
I N i iv il ih { 

j M 1 g in M' d ' f 
bee tus I hi 
hi i'th\ c I» 11 1 c V in 
lllh 1 r wcil 
icuhIm mtti >1 * In g 

in spot' 

( oe plain 4 > <a , 
fiom Hit falnio 1 1 
c onstituene y and if hi 
wins then lit (.ouln 
posHibh en n be a Sprat* 
Mimstei He laugh > 
away the suggest 1 1 
say mg t hat lit is mur h 
too young foi th it But 
as a lory spokesman 
said Hr has an 
expei iencea mind in 
assertive pei sonality 
and a dislike ot f udgir 1 
things He take s 
situations head e me 
is used to getting tiling* 
done 

What then is Coe s 
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fundamental philosophy I 
of life whu h hi will 
pi ojxipate as a 
politician 9 

Hi saysmieply I hi 
basic freedom of the 
individual to di vi lop Ins 
or hrn own talirits 
wit hiii tht frame woi k of 
theliw and with a little 
hindrance from tin 
State as possible 

Thi® is sh<<r 
l h itchi n mi and siji 1> 
it is h r r th d i tx i* a 
mm dti r 11 it hi i s 
'if ut 

S > mil lias ij f r 
\tt toi itumt 
» it rim 


< 1 



wooed and won Jum 
But he is not really a 
ladies man f omplain i a 
member of the fan sex 
He has no sex appeal 
Says another He takes 
himself far ton 
seriously 

And so the athlete Han 
faded away But there i«- 
no doubt that in the 
years to come he will 
pour as much energy 
and passion into the 
sport as he gave to his 
mnnmg 

ShevNn Sebastian 
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vi tl t 
li' clr 
d i tilt i tin 

c npanv nl t <-s>< 

I ndonei mil hi' 
h m as ui} i un >1 tl * 
mrllgis Hi‘ i u mi 
he m ith iti s n d 
endorse i< tils hf i n 
him a muitumll uum 
Ht ha* i 1 oust in 
I 7 wk kt-nh i n w 1 ii hi 
li\t‘ with aw >m m 
aned J me hi \ m H n 
another story if h »w li 
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Coe after missing 
selection 
tor the Seoul 
Olympics, during the 
Trials In Birmingham j 


ROVERS CUP FOOTBALL 




Sweet Win For 


■■■■■■■ OR Salga^x-ai 
■ Sports Clul 

1 ZUH «»K 1484 40 
| lootba.ll reason 

h.is not be* n 
an entirely 
sati living 1 happy on* 
they began we 11 by 
deflating all the time 
big ( Unitta fear is Last 
Be ngal Mohun Ragan 
ana Mohammedan 
Spnituip it' oimbato < 
m May last year to 
it tain tin fed* r ition 
i up 

TlmiaMu howtvfi 
tin ir fortunes took a 
dip 1 u -t they fand 
dim inly ntin Vim 
t Uf for h impion e lub*- 
at Mu -.r i* 1 In n tin \ 
liad disaupoj it nient u 
Ihr IK M and tin 
law lb ii 1 .1 Neln u 
l e it* tiaiy f up besides 
the f nil ushjwin it her 
tt*e uni's* ni >i 11 ague 
v i tin tn t Sup* i 
1* igui 

Sorm lubmpt i 
i am* it th Sut N ig>*e 
u I nil wifi 'hi 
tunsli* 11 nine is p* 
Mill il u Cl ak* to 
hingiadesh *Vr t now 
tin y 11 * won thur In*t 
Impliv sim * May and i 
i OHt*n un at Ml t in tin 
hove t 1 - ' up w it It 
sohtai g iilvictory 
overall h iivals Dei ip 
Spo'4 f lull in the fust 


shown till then and went 
-low n o 2 to Mohun 
Ragan Thejunioi 
intci national who 
drove hard to help Ins 
(Jefer.cebeside 1 being up 
front for linking up with 
themidfieldcis uid 
str ikers pounced cm the 
ball as Dempo dc fend**!? 
NazanoCoutmho end 
M tthew Rodi igues 
w uteo for eachothu to 
i J* ar it moved aw ty a« 
Rodrigues tried to 
ic own and hit a s* i ing 
hot p i* t Anthon* 

< ardu t u to goal 

That shot w i- m* *>* 
♦lit g mdthing 1 sut'm 
th* final on* d tin 
poor* cl in memory with 
both teams 

si ’rendering tin halite 
the opposition Huough 
pool eon icii ii d 
fncjuuit miipssws And 
most of the tunc tin 
pass* sat»cnipt* ilwui ol 
no* me i tlunliyc o bn 
v u ds 

lithe *u umstaneos 
Salg mcai should thank 
Biunofeu c ipitahsmg 
m the lap-»i oi thi tv n 
In- upodeb wins Anri 
aisc the Dempo forw «dt 
bv It ung go >1 
111 'it sitters at ter the 
nt* v val w ith Chii'iJ 
Mont ki aNigu n uid 
Bipt st Fir n hides b* inp 
tin culprits 


•t "M, 


Si 
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ait of setting up plays | unit lull* tint tr * u i 
and Usoobwivt irtui iltl* utneiu 


t v r all (ioa f mJ m tin 
tournament> 48 yiai 
lustoi y 

Brunt ( outinhos 
splendid nppoi tuinsni 
helped Silgaor ir hive 
then name insri Pxe* oc 
tin handsome c up fo 
the firs! *i ue tin only 
other occ asion tin v 
ni idi it tothc final in 
1485 theypla\ed , i 
| below tin form they h > 1 


Neither Stigiocai nrr 
| Dempo who I id w on 
till tup ill 1471 1478 
I 1474 and 1086 hail 
I indicated m their 

purtei filial leigit ns 
i 1 1'he sum final that 
thin irmfiontationin 
! tii tmal w ould yu Id 
football of a high level 
He 1 mu would have 
t > n c ♦ ic w blood ge1 
be x i >r a>t* ling the 


basic tenit * o i c g m the 
status thi y t id ui| iy* ri 
in till 70s an i MOs 

Salgatxai oti mis* 
t ould point to th* h s* Oi 
legulai key min m 
Savin Madena Man mo 
Dias and Hcreuii s 
Gomes among oth* r s as 
a c out i llmtoi y eaust to 
then tall They of 
course also shaped a 


But tin*' ~.*i ml i r o to* 
I ioiu Ic'i ml 
Sail i m c* I hey toil 
young* r h im th u 
Dinipi uni in Hr line 
(.outinho istnku of 
gieat mdustiy and 
piomw Roy Bai i<-It 
uid Valentine F eg* 
tilt younger bre e i >t 
J meka w« re not 
wanting effort Hi* 
nndfielo uic* th de*| 




Salgaocar 



Salgaocar 
and Oempo 
would have 
to inject new 
blood, get 
back to 
mastering 
the art of 
setting up 
plays ani 
also observ e 
certain basic 
tenets to 
regain the 
status they 
had enjoyed 
in the ’70s 
and’80s 
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oefenee were an! pat to 
sovo it* tost a. any r patch, 
tor no team hart ;> 
midfield or attack to 
dominate and penetrate 
Dompo progressed to 
the; final largely due to 
their experience And 
this was most marked in 
midfield, where veteran 
Herbert San. former 
IndiaskiDper, Maurieio 
Alfonso a.nd former 
junior international 
Thomas Kushboo had 


■fJTr ' i-M 


their moments But 
their deep defenc e was 
susjx*et and their attack 
not sharp as m the past 
Of the two losing' 
semi finalists, Keitron 
Sports Club, the 
Cannanore district 
champions, were- a pacy 
outfit. But their lack of 
experience and 
inadequate control of 
most of their players 
cast doubts on their 
eomuig up trumps 


The Salgaocar defence 
retreat to cover against 
the advancing Ajith of 
Keitron (Inset); The 
happy Goan team with 
the Rovers Cup 

against a team that car. 
vary play Yet their 
linkmen, A M Ajith and 
Mohammed Saleum 
showed promise 
The other 

semi ■ fi nai ists 1 ndian 
Telephone; industries, of 
Bangalore, lacked tIn¬ 
consistency to be ri'.' •: 
as strong contenders 
Thomas had one. 
good m.iTi has in 
audlVse,. bu* Hmsurie 
Kstiteno Mumyarf-a 
.mo Ronnie Esiibe-rt• 
were alt off colour TTl 
suffered somewha* trom 
the non-availability of 
two fine young 
forwards. Sarvanar and 
Manohai, who left v. it h 
the Indian leiun for Re- 
Maldives 

Despite having 
reputed players :n Sava- 
Madeira, Chandt akam 
Naik John Araujo, a)! 
internationals. Hen ui>‘« 
Gomes and Marian. • 
Dias, MRK tailed to ftilth! 
ex pec-tali or ns Better 
were trie oth*. r Goa aiTi. 
Saloete Thus youthful 
outfit had income 
throughthe 
pre-quarterfinal stag' 
and play live matt tu-s ni 
ten days But they 
showed appreciable 
enthusiasm, energy and 
never-say-die spin; 
Players to impress n, 
their ranks were 
linkmen lnann Y-egas 
and AI tier; CoIojco and 
forwards l’!ui ip <'rasto. 
Domingo V.n; and 
Romaldo Gomes 

K.B. Karan 
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Move To Declare 






The Big Three 








Professionals 


* iT 


** 



111 1 Westiin India 
Football Ashcx ution 
and t h« r* hi F iotbu)l 
Absouation at i unong 
the ft « >1 fi\ mi mbeis 
ol th® All I run t 
Football Fedprat.on vliiAiuinn 
for the Biff Thi ee of C'ali a* t j 
iMoliun Bupan East Bengal \ud 
Mohammedan Spoi tinff) to bi 
declared pi otessional clubs Thi 
provocation obviously is tlu 
demand of the thri® clubs foi 



match fe*s to take {vutni thr 
Rovers Cup in I»omb-*\ and t in 
BinriodkarCupat M-ng* 

It will bi mailed ihatta am 
Bapan i ul Mol an medst 
bpcrtinp tiiuag'uclti tiki {art 
ill the t ver<- ( jp Mr th had 
ouffht i ntia u ed t« r ms The 
Wf 1 ! A it pest ntu 4 ivt u* wu* i 
f il utta ' r the MH f »m «il 
i >m (ilimt rip >r Uu > v» ol tti 
fuiilo/thi iwahaiiu rJihui 
Ceiituimi ip hut 4 Id i r>s 
it pre sen mines Mwt onl\ mpht 
inert mi in iatt \* v steririsi t uld 
be ffivt i I lu r u bs hail pn» n 
then uor 1 to pai Mi 4 p it< 

But 8uo> ifrti botl Ragan ui d 
Mohammed in St Wanted not j d' 
tlieslight mtitaw mailman it 
but als>leer it thr rati ol R<- 
25 000 per m lti h in the 
quarter final Itagut hF It 000 
for the semi finals and Its 6i 000 
lor the final Thus if they made it 
to tin final each would ha ft to bi 
paid Ra 75 000 tor the three 
matches in the quarter f nal 
pool Rfl 40 000 ti i thi 
semi final and Ru 60 000 for 
the final A total of 
Rb 17% ooo Add tins to the 
rail fare daily allowances and 
medical bills and oach team 
would have cost the WIFA 
between Es 2 5 


A midfield scramble between 
East Sengal 

and Mohammedan SC in 
the Durand quarterfinals 




have ended deep m the red. had 
they consented to the demands of 
the Big Three Not that the 
absence of these Calcutta teams 
helped the WIFA break ever. Rut 
the payments to the teams that diet 
play wee far less taxing, and the 
WIFA were able to meet them Ktm 
the. funds accumulated from 
leasing the. grounds behind the 
stands on the north, south and 
east during the year for 
weddings. Yet Salcete. who were 
knocked out after the 
quarter-final league, had to ask 
their manager to stay back tor five 
days to collect dues 

The WIFA, with the support of 
AIFF members like the GFA, aver 
that their clubs are amateurs, and 
as such cannot charge fees for 
playing a match. They insist that 
if (lie Calcutta clubs desire match 
fees they should declare 
themselves as professional clubs, 
hke some of the foreign teams that 
have taken part in the Nehru 
international Gold Cup and the 
Nehru Centenary Cup. 

But the WIFA’s case is 
weakened somewhat by East 
Bengal and Mohammedan 
Sporting, as well as Federation 
Cup champions Salgaocar. having 
been paid Rs 25,000 as fees per 
match in the Nehru Centenary 
Cup. However, it is also learnt that 


the payment of match fees was not 
sanctioned by the AIFF, It had 
been paid by the organising 
committee of the Nehru Centenary 
Cup 

Again, ? tie WIFA pouif out Fiat 
match foes are different from 
incentive or prize money that is 
paid at various stages of the 
Federation Cup and also t<> the 
winners of tom nameots like the 
Durand m Delhi Match fees, in a 
manner of speaking, put no onus 
on the teams, apart from taking 
the field. They do not oblige the 
teams to turn in a performance of 
a high level commensurate with 
their demauds 

Therein lies the mb At least for 
the organisers. Because the 
displays of our club teams, 
including those from Calcutta, 
have been so much below par that 
the paying customer is loathe to 
queue up And the shortfall at the 
gates would have been further 
magnified by the heavier outlay 


But, going by the 
attendances at the 
tournament, the WIFA 
would have ended deep 
in the red had they 
consented to the 
demands of Calcutta’s 
Big Three 


on the Calcutta teams 

The trend oi failing attendances 
is alarming Even the present'*.' of 
foreign teams - Olimpia of 
Paraguay. Ginmasia Esgrima de 
la Plata of Argentina, Lyngby 
Br.idklubben of Denmark. 

Metallist Kharkov of the Soviet 
Union. Zambia’s national 
team—did not prove enough of an 
attraction of fill even half the 
1.20.000 capacity Salt l^ake 
Stadium in Calcutta on any day 
during the Nehru Centenary Cup. 
But the daily live telecasts were a 
boon to the organisers, because 
they were able to secure 
hoardings to be put all round the 
ground 

But where there is no live 
telecast, the organisers have little 
hope of getting this revenue from 
hoardings and other 
advertisements, which make up a 
substantial amount. And one 
reason for the absence of telecasts, 
even of recorded capsules, is the 
poor standard of play. 

And for this the teams are 
directly responsible, particularly 
those who could be branded 
professional for their demands 
The clu bs s houl d real ise they 
must raise the quality of then- 
play and be worth the price they 
| demand. 

I K.B. Karan 
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SILLYPOINT BY TRISHANKU 


A Truly AQround Team 


T HE ten wicket 

defeat at Lancaster 
Paik, 

Chri8t'‘tHirrh had 
hurt the boys This was 
evident from their 
i practice session at 
Napiet It went on and 
on fox ovei five hours 
with manager Bishan 
Singh Bedi turning his 
a? in over fox neai ly two 
hourb It was not clear 
why he was doing this 
because New Zealand 
does not have a slow 
left arm bowlei in then 
rankix 

More than manager 
Iterh it wab the present e 
til non playing managt x 
A Vi hanmadikar 
which intrigued me No 
he was not bitting in the 
comforts of the 
pavillion AWKwah 
(Utuallv on the field 
ruiumig hard trying to 
mien ept the drives of 
the Indian batsmen 
Occasionally he also 
dived, soiling his 
flannels Yes the 
non playing manage] 
was m flannels and w is 
sporting the 
England made sweatei 
worn by all the piayei s 
1 he pi aotieo session 
t mall y ended and Bech 
went ahead with Iub 
usual press conferonc e 
Skippei Aaharuddin 
who was also present 
kept quiet and nodded 
occasionally 1 
approached AWK 
“Well fielded, I began 
' 1 nevei knew you ever 
| played cncket It’s 
always good for the 
morale of the team when 
the non-pluymg team 
manager turns up for 
practice 1 don t think 
it’s done elsewhere ” 

A W Kanniadikarw.is 
still huffing and 



puffing He rolled up his 
1 trousox J«g and 
i displayed a couple of 
1 bruises and shook his 
I head sadly ‘Idont 
know how 1 got into 
| such a sit nation ’ lie 
said ‘By the time we 
I Icav» New Zealand i 
I may bee ome ab exti rv t 
ab the Kiwi 

*Oh, come oil it 1 
laughed ‘It was so 
thrilling to tec von 
chase the ball with buck 
vigour and enthusiasm 
How did Bishan get you 
to join the practice 
session 9 

AWK shrugged 
‘Okay rub it in,‘he 
snarled ‘I was 
overbmart and am 
p&j mg the pi nalty foi 
tb’t 


I I looked at him 
without understanding 
! ‘Don’t you remember 
1 the days when t he 
players vb the Board 
controversy was at its 
peak 9 ' he asked It was 
then l wrote to retired 
players like Sandeep 
I Patil and Sunil 
| Ciavaskar to come out of 
retirement and prepare 
to pi vy fot the countr y 
again ’ 

“Oh yes, I remember 
that,” I said ‘And 
Sandeep did oblige you 
Didn’t he 9 He 
announced he was i eady 
to play for India, if 

oaI M 

AWK nodded ‘Sunil, 
of course, would not 
oblige me,” he sard 
ruefully “But the 
offshoot of all that is one 


fine morning, I get a 1 

letter from Raj Singh i 

Dungarpui asking me 
to oome out of 
retirement and be 
prepared to assist the 
team, if sue h a need 
arose i 

My God' I exclaimed 
I never knew this 
lam tel hug von i 

snapped AWK It 
appears that Bishan and 
the selection t ommittee 
buffered j loss of lace 
bee ruse it txeame 
uect ssfii y to send fot 
Dilip Vtugsukai Jlu\ 
havetoeat then woid 1 
on t!ie w> railed 1 1 am ol 
lhi twosandai hat 
tublwsh 

That s ill light I 
iaid hut that does not 
i x plain *1 c inter sent to 
you bv Hat S ngl 
1 tx\ want t»>make 
th< t<>calli>l \ < nga.itkat 
theovecption ind not 
tht i uic t \plaii)isl 
AWK P sonic i. on 
plawisan injured they 
axe not going to rail tor 
it plaiements Bishan 
will nla\ and who 
know s 1 may also get a 

1 rhantf 

i Btil have vou evei 
play* d 11 k ket ’ I asked I 
I mean wexen t vou a I 
judge or something like I 
that 9 1 hat does not 
qualify von to go out 
there a nd lace Riehai d | 

Hadlee 

AWK covetod his face 
with his hands “Don’t I 
know that 9 ’ ho 
mumbled Haj Singh 
has an answer to that 
also He argues that if 
someone like him can be 
the chairman of the 
selection committee, 
people like me ca play | 
cncket for India flow 
can 1 refute such an 
argument 9 " 
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QUESTIONS 

I Ile was a member 
of the 1952 «. ticket 
team which played 
against Pakistan He 
scored a hundred on 
debut and ended his 
lest career with an 
aceia^e of above 60 
Name' him 

2 1 hi' Russian 

f.ymnast spent 
torrid vents in a Nazi 
c or ce ntration camp 
Put he i • turned 
-plendidh total* tin 
aibound tit It m the 
Olvorpu Who is he 

3 A s t r e > * t n 
Munich is named 
after which fumnu* 
Indian hotkey pho er ' 

4 ! his table ’emu* 
playti* ii >ni India 
'Mi di clartd • hi Be si 
Pl.ivtr »n the Fun.or 
hia" laMe Itnnis 
char pionships a few 
tear ago Can \ol 
name him 

5 C»omg ha k In a 
tew thousand 
wars this Roman 
king p.utkipated in 
all cv 'nts of thi 
Olympics and won all 
of them because he 
was the only competi 
for Who was he' 

6 Who is the first 
wic ket keeper to 
><’ore a double cen 
♦urv in lest cricket 

7 An American 
athlete accompa 
med Michael .lackson 
and I mnel Rilt.hu m 
the song W r e are the 
World Who was he' 

8 Which Indian 
howler plaved foi 
Somerset ' 

9 Which American 
winner of the 200m 
j sprint in the Olympics 


YOUR RATING-TEST! 


I BELOW 4 Rc ad sport f nr ore regularly j 
i BETWEEN 5 AND 9 > ou prolnbly ao read but 
{ fo’qt r la ter i 

I ABOVE 9 you n. a sport* buff I 

1 ALL 15 S t on ’h* next sports quiz | 

Note <>mi y jursc If apcmttnreachcorrf*''! 
ar syver 


raise tl hrs i sts dui mg 
tne national anthem 
a. a si mho! of protest 
4 ai"s* i at ism in the 
t SV 

Whnl dreath 
It tc with the 1 
surname of i famous 
sum»ist won a gold 
medal m ’tit Ohm 
pics md al .o starred 1 


in a film (ant stop 
the Music ' 

W'hith fortign 
c i i c k < * t i 
appealed >n the film 
Ai nund lht wo* Id in 
eight dollars ' 

Which Pal < d m 
cr icketei »t u 
tested the 19bWgcn> 
al eh ’Mil ui»U’ i 





PPP ticket' 

“l O The inclusion 
JLOof a Catholic 
into the Protestant 
Football club of (.las 
gow Rangei s recently 
caused an uproar 
Who was the con 
troversial footballei' 
1 A He was one of 
xT!thc greatest 
chess play er s Born in 
1841 m Lngland he 
devt loped into a m«s 
tc r of the end ^ame 
and was nicknaned 
Black Death same 
him 


r C What is the 
^nationality of 
tfc I iverpool goal 
kctpei Bruce 
(.robelaar' 



ANSWERS 

1 Deepak Shodhan 

2 Victor Chukann 

3 Roop Singh 

4 Vasanth Bharadwaj 

5 Nero 

6 Tasiim Arif of Pakistan 

7 Willie Banks 

8 Dilip Doshi 

9 Tommy Smith 

10 Bruce Jenner in the 1976 
Montreal Olympics 

11 Frank Worrell 

12 Sarfraz Nawaz 

13 Maurice Johnston 

14 Joseph Blackburne 

15 Zimbabwian 

This quiz has been complied 
by RAGHA VENDRA BHAT 
248-Morvl Hostel 
I.TJHU 

BENARAS-221005 
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WORLD CUP HOCKEY, LAHORE 



If schoolchildren at 
Lahore’s National 
Stadium could 
chant something 
as devastating as 
that, one can only 
imagine the 
pressure the 
Indian team is 
playmgunder 
Andy O’Brien 
reports on the 
Indian team’s 
problems—both on 
and off the field 


L 


P hRHAPS it was only right 
thatljahoie Pakistan 
played h» >st to the seventh 
edition of the ultimate 
hockey tournament m the 
world Looking eagerly to 
grow into a big time spectator and 
prime time television sport 
hoekey could not have picked a 
bettei place to assemble Yet 
astonishingly this was the lirst 
time Pakistan who conceived the 
very idea of the tournament and 
donated the trophy had the 
opportunity of holding this event 
And only they could have done it 








J 


*/ 


as they have for m thin Islamic 
nation hockey is <1 second 
religion Blasphemous as this 
may sound it is the ti uth 

No other nation ot people would 
have given the game and all i hose 
associated with it who have 
gathered liete so much 
cognizance Back home in all the 
elevenothei participating 
countries hockey is mtitlv an 
alsoian spoit lint itisa 
winner 

So Pakistan h Gaidcntitv 
geared up for this to iinamm 
lustasany ether < lty p*e pms fc 1 
an Olympic Games h it like i ot 
Olvnipu Game the » cli i*> 
t nu name n 4 ten > w is m i* 1 c ri i\ 
political stigm i A nd ohvto isly 
the Indian team a t at the 
mt mng c n i 

Jhtnsh it mmgs in the ii< Id 
apait Pargat S ugh and lusmu 


had the lr shar e of ♦ rou ble off it J 
too One would r» c kon that the 
time the y t pend in monotonous 
and arduous training camps 
would mean that most of the team | 
did not tiuly compiehend the 
I c omplr xitus of the sensitive 
l political balance the country they I 
l epr esc nt and the host i talion ! 

| were iinolced in TheLahoie 
j fxj.»eiifn r ehaspeihaps 
• nlightened them to th' realism of 
the ire umstances 
While* the rest of the passengers 
of Pakistan lntfinational Airlines 
flig 4 t PK 271 liom Delhi b 
Ijalioi< cinfrebruarv lOsatsnup 
' i? 4 he aiicrafl the Indian team 
shxjc’ huddled togethc r in the 
**<ii t lou r pt recuvmglwi* 
minute mMi ue lions No not tiorn 
coa/hMf Ga if sh but horn five 
I stolen of 4 i' i *ls c f the H >rnf 
I M nirlrv 



Thev were givei a bru fmg uii 
how to deal with sec uritv 
problems in Pakistan 1 hr v wen 
told that they could not leave the 
premises of their hotel accept 
gifts or speak to strangers and 
should not react to any form of 
harrassment that they might come 
across In fact one of the off*' lals 
even secretly travf lied to Lahore 
with the team 
Exaggerated as these 
restriction? may sound there i° 
no denying that *hey w ei e 
essential foi tlic security of the 
team because the situation 
espec lallv on the find few days of 
the tour nament was i * deed ft mm 
T he Indian team «c>t .or iferou 1 
reception n tl« )t>ernnghums if 
thfirstay The astre »urf 
practice grit ndadiuiningtt-f 
NatimalStad in vchon the 
Indians practice 1 hf aftmu i 
aftfrthfiiai i i pi ju.tic dl 
■eui r i i*i Jed t v *n ie hine 
g * fd ung gi uds And hf 
f t f v Iturnu it would have put to 
“h u’lf t he attendant t at a Raii]i 
tt y n\ 4 mai 1 heir stmt ou i tht 
In han players par ked thei- ki 
*nd walked towards then 
transport it w is as it thf signal 
had sounnea A group > 4 < j’ 1 ge 
students raised slogan'' she uting 
intensely Khali'tan Andibad 
Kashmir banegaa Pay isi in 
Hindustan hai hai and Hum 1 in 
ke rahengev azaadi 
In the course of the nc xr twi h i 
days these slogans wen t 
become almost second u iture l 
us k ven the y >ung sc houl 
children brought to th* git u i t >i 
the day that India lost e Q 
Argentina had something 
anti Indian to say Indian lc*n 
hai hai Thev piobably gc-nuiim \ 
felt n bet ause in the very next 
mate h between Ausrr alia and 
fiance thev shouted in Fnglisl 
We must confess Austialm' the 
best Or perhaps they were 
schooled in what to shout \ i 
never know 

In spite of all the an*i Ind i 
sentiment prevaltnt he i e- ind 
there is no denying t hat a Sikl 
colleague seems tt be a populu 
herolieie The young students 
who shouted slogans at the 
practice ground appi >ae bed him . 
for an autogr aph saying J 
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Inshaailah Khahstan azad 
i hogee Obviously the\ were 
under the impression that like 
them every Sikh too has 
anti Indian sentiments 
Intact just as the IncLan team 
seems to be the most unpopular 
bunoh, my Sikh colleague is 
hailed and welcomed even as we 
1 walk the roadB of this beautiful 
| city Disregarding his own 
sentiments the locals hert feel 
I that sardar)! is also fighting for 
azadi from India 
I Midway thiough the 
tournament the Dutch press 
contingent heiegot whiff of a 
, story that India had second 
thoughts about coming for the 
I tournament led on probably by 
rumours that the Indian team’s 
amval two days late was bevause 
they were in iact planning on not 
making it all 

Perhaps on hindsight India 
should not have come to l^ahoie 
after all Neithci were then 
on the held ac hievements oi 
! ofl the field problems worth the 
sweat 

i The question bf mg asked is 

how muc h will the pressures of 
the political problem affet t the 
perfoi mane e ot the team ’ With the 
nak ot it being labelled an ext use 
one would say that the sever e 
constraints that the boys were put 
under adversely affected their 
morale to some extent 
for plavers wht have been 
locked up tor months m the 
r lgoure and discipline of coaching 
camps a trip « /en if it means a 
taxing intei national rournanient 
, is a welcome break fr om routine 
But if one is t onstantly harassed 
l and t ompelied to stay within the 
, four walls of a hotel room the 
I f rust t ation can be immense 

And to those who would rather 
look at this as an exc use for the 
Indian performance lask ‘what 
would have happened if the Indian 
team took a stroll across to the 
Liberty shopping area one 
evening aftei a game 7 Onlv those 
who are expenenc mg the 
situation here can imagine tne 
chaos and danger that would have 
resulted in 

(mm as all this may sound it 
would be unfair if ont tailed tf 
appreciate the efforts of the 


FOR WANT OF A COACH... 


I T has finally come to this Disillusioned and disheartened, 
Indian hookey is now ready to faoe the ultimate humiliation 
that of hiring a foreign coach to tram the national team! 

The tremors started pnor to the Lahore World Cup With the 
national hockey team still languishing In the doldrums, the final 
straw was chief ooaoh M P Ganesh’s showdown with the IHF 
bigwigs over the tracksuits supplied to the players Ganesh felt 
the tracksuits were of an interior quality and instructed his 
players not to accept them When called by IHF President K 
Prasad to discuss the issue Ganesh further stirred the hornet’s 
nest by landing up with his entire team m tow' 

An infuriated Prasad singled out Ganesh as the chief culprit 
and raved ‘ A new chief coach will be appointed for the Indian team 
if the team does not perform well m Lahore ” Ganesh, not one to 
take things quietly apparently hit back by resigning, preferring 
to end his association with Indian hookey aftei this Woild Cup 
instead of after the Beijing Asian Games as specified by his 
contract 

Now, after India s losses against Argentina and France-and 
looking certain to fight for the last foui spots Ganesh had more 
or less lost all hope of hanging on to his job A Dutch journalist 
who took a ride on the Indian team bus told of Ganosh at, lung m 
anger and even uymg openly Sources m the Indian hockev 
administration had hinted that the IHF and the Sport’s Authority 


India’s poor show at Lahore might be a 
blessing in disguise for now the powers that 
be in Indian hockey will surely gun for a 
foreign coach 


of India s core committee’, which looks alter the technical aspects 
of the Indian team had given Ganesh an ultimatum Deliver now 
oi you’re sacked 

India's pooi show at Lahore might be a blessing m disguise for 
now the powers that be in Indian hockey will surely gun for a 
foreign coach Names that have come up included West Germany s 
Horst Wem and Holland's piesent coach Hans Jorntsma and 
current manager Joost Bellart While Wem's name was apparent¬ 
ly not met with great enthusiasm in Indian hockey circles because 
he’s known to be quite a difficult person to get along with, the 
name apparently on top of the list is Dutch manage! Joost Bel- 
lart’s 

When contacted at Lahore's Pearl Continental Hotel, both Jor- 
rltsma and Bellart confirmed that they had been approached by 
IHF officials m Madison USA duung the Intercontinental Cup 
in June 1988 But both denied having given any commitment 
Said Bellart “Yes I was approached and I said, fine send me an air 
ticket to take me to Delhi and then we can sit and negotiate but 
nothing happened after that ” 

Jorntsma has openly aired his desire to go and coach the Indian 
national team but he was reluctant to push his case because he 
found out that India and Holland were in the same group for the 
Lahore World Cup “That was a stumbling factor surely,” stud the 
Dutch coach 
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India will have much to gain and nothing to lose it it were to go 
m for one of these two gentlemen It is their knowledge of the 
game that has brought the Dutch back into the top bracket of 
world hookey The Irish, who have fared above expectations in 
this tournament, too have a Dutch coach and it was coaoh Cees 
Koppelar’s tactics that gave the Irish their greatest moment m 
hockey when they frustrated the rampaging Pakistanis to a nai 
row 2 l victory 

Koppelai has of course also given the Insh a second Wot id ( up 
appeal ance—and what a gallant one it has been so tar Pei haps 
India can take a leaf out of the Irish book 

Over and above alt this both the Dutch manager and thf < oat li 
who axe on line for the India job axe both to j etii e attei thi I *ahoi r 
tournament They arotheretoie available The question is will the 
Indian Hockev Federation have the guts to implement what they 
have m mind and hire one of them 1 
Andy O'Srten, Labor* 


n 

< 11 


orgamstis to m tkt th» i i i 
contingt nt heieii (1 .tin ml 
ease Had it not U i n f lit; 
intci vuition of h* iv h i m t 
persoritl tin offiti.il Inch t f tfr 
tie National Htx kt v b* mi u 
would suitlv havt bis n 1 i 
public on tht first da till * 
the opening •vif-moi i 
fuelled b\ the l’akijt u 
pot t • i mentand opp >-»i i 
pubht de laia* in c 1 1 tit i h 
sup|x> t for tht mujaliM i i 
is i*-lir i th< div b< t i il 
l uiui iith(i,i H 1 » 
bi l » i 1 i < 1 | i 

I indli x b tl I iMs ill , 
t ‘ d* ’ i* i l it i n t i 
lew u i n; u i ft i i 11 ft 
t w it i il t I i it t l 



37 





THE LIGHTER SIDE OF... WORLD CUP HOCKEY 


H OCKEY seems to be follow¬ 
ing cricket if the new craee 
for hockey statistics is any¬ 
thing to go hy. Well, statistical 
trivia really. There are accre¬ 
dited hockey statisticians pre¬ 
sent in Lahore who can tell you 
that Floris Bovelander's hat- 
trick against the Soviets was 
the 14th hat-trick in World Cup 
Hockey and the second inst¬ 
ance that a Dutchman has man¬ 
aged the feat; that the Soviets’ 
first goal was the 100th goal 
Dutch goalkeeper Frank Leis- 
tra has conceded in his career; 
and that it was also the 1000th 
goal in World Cup history. 

All results and statistics of 
international hockey matches 
are now computerised, a print¬ 
out even giving you even mi¬ 
nute details like substitutions, 
warnings, number of penetra¬ 
tions into the striking circle, 
goal attempts, major and minor 
injuries and what have you. 
Vital or not, these statistics 
might just make the game 
more attractive to spectators. 

I N spite of all the trivial en¬ 
tries into their computers, 
hockey statisticians would 
probably not know that the 
Sikh community—which repre¬ 
sents just 0 02 of the world's 
population—has featured in in¬ 
ternational hockey teams for 
15 different countries. Apart 
from obvious ones like Kenya 
and Malaysia, at one time or the 
other Sikhs have represented 
obscure teams such as Mozam¬ 
bique, Thailand, Hong Kong, 
and Indonesia. 

At Lahore, brothers Hargur- 
preet and Hargurnek Sandhu 
played for Canada. In faot, 
Canada must be the most cos¬ 
mopolitan going. Apart from 
the Sandhus, they have a Ced¬ 
ric Vaz, a Paul Chohan, a Peter 
Milkovich and their striker is 
Tam Kee Lee! One wonders 
what brand of hockey they 
play: European or Asian? 



MP Ganesh 


A S part of r.heir tactical prepa¬ 
ration. the Indian learn re¬ 
corded the first matches of all 
their group A opponents on 
video. The recordings were 
then shown to the players and 
strategies evolved to counter 
the opposition. 

The programme was directed 
by coach M.P. Ganesh and the 
cameraman was assistant 
coach M. Kaushik, who went 
about his job very meticulously 
and professionally. This in¬ 
cluded switching the camera 
towards the Indian piasters sea¬ 
ted in the stands at half time 
break. 


Carsten Fischer 



The joke is that, since Ganesh 
is such si dominating chap who 
does not even allow his assis¬ 
tant coach to decide tactics, it 
was a good idea to give 
Kaushik an opportunity to 
earn his keep. Maybe Doordar- 
shan should ask Kaushik to 
stand in as a cameraman 
whenever the Indian team is 
playing abroad. That would cut 
down their expenses at the cost 
of the Indian Hookey Federa¬ 
tion. 

But, on the other hand, 
perhaps Kaushik’s camer¬ 
awork isn't all that good Judg¬ 
ing from the scarcity of tactics 
that the Indians displayed dur¬ 
ing the tournament, one has se¬ 
rious doubts about Kaushik's 
credentials for a job at Doordar- 
shan. 

C ARSTEN FISCHER is the 
‘superman' of world hockey. 
Deadly on the field, he is 
strong, big and muscular and 
has come to West Germany's 
rescue many a time Yet, when 
you set; Fischer off the field, 
dressed m casuals, you will not 
believe that it is the same man 
who wields so much power on 
the field In fact, with his gold- 
rimmed spectacles on. he 
actually resembles Christopher 
Reeve's version of Clark Kent. 

It is difficult to believe that 
this strapping 29-year-old, who 
has played in 175 internation¬ 
als, is still a student. Although 
one look at his bespectacled 
face does mark him as a stu¬ 
dious type. And yes, he’s intro¬ 
duced a new trend on the hock¬ 
ey field: high fives. Patented by 
the West Indian cricketers, 
high fives (where teammates 
thump their palms together as 
high as they can) are slowly 
replacing the normal hugging 
and patting on the back alter a 
goal is scored 

AndyO’BriM 
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'■ AT tilt in m the morn mg most 
sare jieople n rc sit ‘cpmg. 

Trim ft left's unquestionably arc 
• not sane px/plc. bt\‘uuso they 
] swim, cycle and run unlimited 
! kiiumct res at strange hours of the 
' day just for fun Journalists, like 
1 me. do not u ndorstuud th is fun. 

' nor do they likt: morn nips at t> 
j am. But it's the job you see that s 
j insane. Covering a Triathlon m 
Bombay is insane So I'm up, 
having just smashed my alarm 
; clock to pieces that is 

§ EVEN-thirty a m. A 

s i ightly more civilised 
tune. ,Iuhu I teach, 
that’s where all the 
participants are 
supposed to meet. And 
j journalists with a warped sense of 
1 humour. Nice place. I told myself, 
the waves gentiy lapping the 
shore, the tide had gone down 
since* quite a while, the shops 
lining the famed Chowpatty area 
were opening up for their daily 
business and the sun was slowly 
revealing itself in all its 
glory.. wow! 

The Triathlon? Oh yeah, might 


! as well tell you ah about it 
: Though how people ever nunage 
'• to take part m it. is beyond human 
. comprehension iespecially 
! minej. ;t all seems si.* tough. 

: unreasonable, but no'quite, as I 
; found on!. 

i The idea of staging a 
“Triathlon" was actually first 
I discussed over a round of beers in 
! Honululu. Hawaii—a group of 
■ distance runners were looking for 
| a new c hallenge. and came up 
| with the idea of racing each other 
j over a course comprising 
swimming, cycling and running 
This was m 1977, and by the nexi 
year the details of the competition 
were finabsed and with it the beer 



Bombay city 


hosted India's firs t 
Triathlon. It was 
fun, it was tough, 
it was crazy... _ 

Robin Cliatterj ee 

soaks in the 
atmosphere_ 


! bets no dou bt. j 

1 Thus was born the first Iiawan l 
1 Iron man Triathlon starting with j 
: a 2.4 mile (4 km) swim in the , 

: ocean, then a 1 12 rime (190 kms'i 
bicycle ride and finally a full 
marathon of 2G miles. 385 yards j 
! (42 2 kins). And ail that for a can \ 

| of beer 1 ! 

! In 1978. the first. Ironnian 
; Triathlon had only 10 
: participants, all men In 1989 an 
j estimated 750.000 people 
i competed m triathlons all over the \ 

J world with top triathletes earning ! 

! over $100,000 annually The 
j Triathlon has also been accepted j 
! as a demonstration sport for the j 
Barcelona Games in 1992 . that’s j 
the extent of my research, now ; 

backtoJuhu .. j 

The first team triathlon in India j 
is about to begin for a very special j 
first time. The calm amongst the I 
competitors, mixed with a feeling J 
of unease and apprehension on j 

the part of the organ users is 
visible Race Director Anita Sood, 
the person who almost 
single-handedly made t his 
happen, is going quite mad as she 
tries to cope vMfrrpooaetliing 









The swimmers are led uplo the 
starting paint 

going: right and the very next 
moment something going 
wrong.. .she’s all over the place. 
Insanity, remember. Her voice 
comes from four different places 
at any given time. 

The triathlon here is 
abbreviated. A shorter, smaller 
Indian prototype. AnitaSood 
says, "It doesn’t matter really. 
Inspite of the shorter distances 
the competitive edge of each 
individual discipline (this being a 
team triathlon) will be felt very 
much by the participants". The 
first person will compete as a 
swimmer, the second as a cyclist 
and the third as a runner. The 
eagerness among the participants 
is quite evident, some for the thrill 
of competing, some looking 
forward to winning the Rs 
51,000 prize money which is at 
stake. 

It is eight a.m. already and the 
crowd swells, participants come 



S TONEY Mayock is from 
Hawaii. In his late fifties, 
he is not only a 
globetrotter but also a superb 
triathlete. His favourite 
pastime is to travel around the 
world participating in 
triathlons 

Stoney was in Bombay to take 
part in the first triathlon ever 
held in India. His feel for the 
Bombay traffic and roads did 
not prove to be so good. 
Training for the cycling leg of 
the triathlon, he overshot a. 
bump and soon, as he put it, 
was “eating the ground ” The 
result—20 stitches over his 
right eye. Stoney undaunted, 
took part in, and completed the 
triathlon.. .he also spoke to 
Sportsworld. Excerpts. 

How did you know about the 
triathlon in Bombay? 

I was travelling... my purpose is 
to go around the world, visit as 
many countries as I can and 
compete in triathlons When I 



got to Bombay on January 9,1 
heard that a triathlon was 
being organised 1 made a 
couple of phone calls to Anita 
(Sood) and was ready 
Have you represented the USA in 
Triathlons? 

I have. I'm part of the team 
there. One has to qualify for the 
team. They have three 
qualifying triathlons, in 
Dallas, in Ohio and the other in 
Chicago. 

Have you done the Ironman in 
Hawaii? 

I have. I have taken part in the 
Ironman triathlon four times. I 
also took part in the World 
Championships in France. I 
came tenth in my age-group, 
which is the 55-59 years 
category. 

Since this is your first triathlon in 
India, what do you feel about the 
response? 

Wonderful! Fabulous! It was 
well-organised and there was a 
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forward far their kits and towels 
and team number tags—some 
have oomo to watch and some to be 
seen 

The air is filled with a 
continuous chatter Hi Anita Hi 
Natalie 1 (Natalie Pedder), Hi 
Vishal' (Vmhal Kapoor), Hello 
there' And for the Who’s Who in 
Bombay society it was a plastic 
"Hello darling ” Followed by a 
ritualistic peck on the cheeks Oh 
man, they were all there, each 
arrival greeted by a hush m 
conversation from the crowd act 
they rolled up in their BMW’s, 
Toyotas and Mercs Designer wear 
was exhibited right from 
swimming trunks to shoes and 
the public were lapping it all up 
"Oooh,” cooed a swell, svelte 
looking girl, "Isn't that Amir 
Khan 7 ’ This 1 have got to see Yes 
there he was looking as cute as 
ever but at the same time so 
normal cool and collected No 
starry hang ups what" He was 
there to take part togged out in 
his cycling gear Thatslh* last 1 


Triathletes 

unquestionably are not 
sane people because 
they swim, cycle and run 
unlimited kilometres at 
strange hours of the day 
just for fun... 


saw of him at the starting point as 
he went down in a sea of people I 
couldn't help commenting kinda 
short for an actor 

Suddenly a voice boomed 
through the megaphone cutting 
through the t liattei like a knife 
no sledge hammer “All 
swimmers please lme up near the 
beacn according to your waves 
There were three waves and ear h 
swimmer was allotted a wave 
at < ordmg to bis or her per sonal 
timing I’he fun was about to 
start 

Bang' The first wave w» re off 



f * * ( i "ii ' , i ’ r » ri i 

i, said R Stoney Mayock a member of the U S triathlon team . 




lot of enthusiasm People 
understood the triathlon ano 
wei e able to wot k out all the 
details (t ulos and regulate ms < 


Do you think they can have it on a 
larger scale in a few years from now 7 

The suitest il this one is 
in indication Dm ot the good 


Whatever limits 
we have are 
self- 

imposed... We 
must try to win 
over ourselves 


things will be lor [>oplt in 
other partsol ihe world to 
1 now about it and coint hr n 
India s not so fai 
away (laughs) 

Were the arrangements good 
enough for you 7 

Beautiful Anita s handling of 
the whole thing was labulo is 
Jn order to gel tin wholethinj. 
go rig she sat ritit t d a lot of 
time and < netg> 

Any advice for prospective 
triathletes 7 

Anybody t ui do it Whiteve* 
limits wt have art self impost d 
We must tr> loavt id that i id 
wm ovt r omselves 

So when are you coming back 7 

Next year 

Next year 

You bet you bet 

R.C. 





uui lt'if mtolhf v ianl 
th ocmgiht usclws into the 
v.ui«i th Triathlon h,J begun 
Aftc the swinimi is hart finished 
th u fist met o* oik kiloiTutie 
I t In < \ lists would take mi i fox 10 
' km ft on PalmCirov* ho*< 1 tc the 
Ot tus Chin ifh r whu h tne 
tunui i* would hast tiuonriplftc 
fi\i kn dong Pali Hill < uter 
Ho id i id bar k to the i tut 

ltit'i win i lot \l of 1 M teams 
u the fi tv I hi sf ti tins urn 
i rl virtid into*wot gigoi ii s the 
I Ojkii h tm tnd thi All Stars 
I team lht AH SI trs tc mi consisted 
of spu i ili*ts midi h discipline 
whili tht opi u wife for tin novices 
( in any sport 

Hu swinuni r swt.it m>w 
inming- in ( ouldn t really nuke 


hf H I HI" ' 
i t< ti »t M 


tir if a •»« 
' an 
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Amir Khan pedalled 
away furiously 
overtaking one cyclist 
after another despite 
there being no heroine to 
chase and no song to 
follow... 



out cho was leading the only 
sound was Come on V ishal 
Come on Natalie 1 Tht < i owds 
wei t going r j a/y Then suddenly 
out of tht waves emerged \ ishal 
Kapoox the first out to come 
home Running painfully on the 
sand up the stairs to Palm Grow 
hotel he went tht distance liaxl by 
now upped tub titnglh four 
xthei s had already emergi d fxom 
the sea and then littli Natalie 
Pedder tottenngdown thi sand 
bioatlicomingm heaves lht 
crowd egging hi- 1 on lit j eve*- 
gla/ed ovr i at. she handl'd ovt i 
her nutnbci tohei ttanirtiatt 

1 ht, c yclibts h id by now takt n 
of! and *■ ur pi ist suipi ist 1 Thcrf 
war Aran Kh in pedalling aw iy 
furiously ov* rtak’ugi ni i >• list 
afti t unothi r Ikspiti tin i* btmp 
nr htt mik tor hast uui nr .nng to 
follow 

Ami Kf an had by now n> 
into tlu Otter* Club and hi 
partner wasoff running up 1*ill 
Hill to finish flu la-t Itgof thi 
race Bikes wen rom rig i i f u* 
new and ore saw lorn Alti i til 
actor spent 1 c r thus, ist and disc 
Store y s tt nrmi iti going in to 
finish tint l ist 1« g olht is wi it 
ovcita]< ng Imn though bid ’ i 
gimi l> i amed r u And n ih it 
happened witli th irowel routing 
boimthing hk« this fomeon go 
hurr\ ip damn it finishthc 
blexxfyract yo i fool Amlallthit 
stuff All that origin tl jlutt 

Then suddt illy a sight tli U put a 
lump in my throat 1 i > is J migl t 
1 could ii t keep it down Lit I li 
Rodney I) Sou /1 tragic ally 
handle appe d unflinc hmgh 
courageous took overt torn his 
teammate and btaited on Ins long 
i un up Pali Hill The rooti ng had 
stopped and almost reverently foi 
the little hero a clapping beg in 11 
seemed like some sor t of an eerie 
beat as Rodney started whic h for 
him was the race of his life 1 
looked up and saw Rodney 
disappearing around the bend 1 
missed him for the most 
part eyes were misty you see 

The first r unner was coming 

M 1 1 > itf t S 

V i ii. *h* H 
'■'1*1 v( 1 
> <14 J 1 





home at t he sa ni< ti m« ,a> Rodney 
took that bend the crowd by now 
was going simply lx>n»trk and a* 
soon able ciossixj thi finish lint 
he fell into the ai ms of hit. 
t( animates Tin tt am was from 
BWj Pune comprising ot 
Marunohan Singh C’havan \ mod 
Kunuu Punmiya and(uipubt . 
li iiid'a Bhatt 1 n» 11 timing > An 
itKiedihlt W mins m r >! sets' lie 
second ti ini alsofioni HI G Pune 
(arm m sum tltt i 

Hie dti ntion hud by now 
-.lulled tu m the All St us st« ‘ion 
tothi fijx n li ams Hah 1 llun 
Huy win Mohd R i'hjui h id just 
uossidthi finish Inn v citing tor 
bun wen y in-.hint Inn md 
S iii)i 11 Hi gdi 


The first Hawaii 
ironman Triathlon starts | 
with a 2.4 mile swim, 112 
mile bicycle ride and a 
full marathon of 26 miles 


385 yards...all that for a 
can of beer! 


There were Hi’s and . i 
Hello’s, but for the * i 
Who’s Who in Bombay it ! 

was a plastic “Hello 
darling. f ’ Followed by a 
ritualistic peck on the 
cheeks... 


I wi lv t* noon I hi st iaggie* e 
wr n i rnung in ht h»«., puit o' 
tin tail was all (adyoii i the 
« mwd fe.ii11 suiged forward 
( cerytinu loimonebiohc tin tape 
I nn Altu linished hisrai. Amu 
Khan who h id hm* hed sexond in 
the«v< ling tnrt waitcxi theieafl.u 
loi tu>- mate wu- tewuded tin illy 
hs th* ‘lghtof him Thank God 
be* < cone bulk I thought hi hid 
g >1 lost somt wheie 1 % mil on 
In i fare and i yet 
tyinkling excusemr a voice 
tom behind (’an I have voui 
uitograph pleeeeasc Pause 
Sure he said and then gave me 
a look whu h s«ud l do this best 
Nice guy 

At two tlm t v I made my way 
back home wearily the Bombay 
sun was beating dow n on me 
almost inert ilessly It was ail over 
but it was wot th it Hey Anita 
t hat was pretty good organising 
there may be next year even 
though it s insane ■ 
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Race director Anita 


Sood is going quite 
mad...she’s all over the 
place.. .her voice comes 
from four different 
places at any given time 
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PICTURES BY CONTRACT/SPORTS 





For the first time in 15 years, 
Ferrari are confident of 
winning because they have a 
faster car in the capable hands 
of Alain Prost and Nigel 
Mansell... 



I N the Italian town 
of Maranello, where 
the prancing horse 
gallops freely, the 
mood is upbeat for 
the first time since 
the death of Enzo 
Ferrari two years ago 
For that matter, there is 
hardly any mentiou of 
the forthcoming Wor Id 
Cup soccer, because 
Maranello’s heart beats 
for Ferrari the man, 
the car and the 
company All the locals, 
who assemble at the 
cafes after work, do is 
debate the chances of 
Ferrari m the upcoming 
Formula One season 
starting on March 11, 
1990 

"Enzo s soul is never 
going to rest until 
Ferrari wins the F 1 
championship,” says 
Marco Surinam. a 
70 year-old who sells 
coffee to workers of the 
Ferrari plant 
“Although, for a team 
which has so much 
ndmgon it, Ferrari is 
not doing bad, bat that 
is not enough' 

But things are 
changing For the first 
time in 15 years Ferrari 
are confident of winning 
the F l championship 
this season Luzadi 
Montezemolo. an Enzo 
Ferrari protegee is 
more than convinced of 
a Ferrari championship 
“Prost has the most 
fantastic brain m 
Formula-1 And he tain 
give us comparisons 
between our cars, our 
engineers and the 
others”, he says But 
that’s not all For the 
first time ever, 

__ 

44 


I everything seems to be 
going nght for them 
With two champion 
drivers, Alain Prost and 
Nigel Mansell, and a 
much improved car, the 
1990 season may as well 
prove to be the year of 
the prancing horse The 
I only flaw in the 
| Maranello strategy is 
i the loss of designer John 
Barnard to Benetton, the 
man who introduced the 
carbon-fibre body and 
lifted Ferrari to the 
competitive class in the 
three years he spent 
with them 
In fact, the Ferrari 
Kisses can sit back and 
jelaxlor 

Marlboro Mel .arena are 
plagued by internal 
problems The 'defection' 
of Alain Prost has hit 
I them where it hurts the 
| most basic engine 
anatomy A man of 
' Frost's intelligence 
doesn t lose time before 
figuring out the engine 
i basics With most of 
then secrets now in 
‘enemy’ hands. McLaren 
may have lost their 
advantage already 
It is now anybody’s 
guess how Ron Dennis 
will manage two 
egoists- Ayrton Senna 
and Gerhard Berger 
And. of course, also 
worrying them is the 
new ‘improved’ V-IO 
Honda engines which are 
a shade slower than the 
F0HO/199O version of the 
Pm ran engines 
The ushering in of the 
‘90s is goi ng to increase 
the competitiveness 
amongst the teams, who 
had almost given up 
lie.-aunc of th“ tough 


competition put forward 
by the all conquering 
Marlboro McLaren 
Hondas 

With Fer ran and 
McLaren already having 
decided to go gunning 
for each other, who is 
going to surprise the 
fans 9 The Williams team 
might, although it is 
doubtful because their 
Renault VIO powerpack 
is unable to produce 


enough horsepower m 
the nght places All the 
work put in this winter 
has helped change 
things a bit. but not 
much Renault 
Motor sport’s boss 
Patrick Faure says, 
“Our new engine 
(Renault V I0'90)isa 
much improved version 
of t he 1989 prototype 
and is going to establish 
us as one of the leaders” 




Alain Proat: Ferrari 
has Anally seduced 
the three times world 
champion 

Williams have 
retained the services of 
Thierry Boutsen and 
Ricardo Patrese. two 
drivers who brought 
back the glory days for 
the Didcot-based team 
Boutsen won two 
GPs—Omada and 
Australia—along w th 
Patrese notching u y a 
strong second place 
finish 

Patrese is now the 
most experienced man 
on the circuit, facing his 
14 th Grand Prix season 
with over 190 starts 
behind him. but only 
two victories. Still, 
however, the success 
streak of Williams may 
be rudely jolted If latest 
reports are to be 
believed, Frank 


F-1 GRAND PRIX 


CALENDER 1990 


9RAMD PRIX 

L9CAR8K 

s m. 

American GP 

Phoenix 

March 11 

Brazil GP 

Sao Paulo 

March 2S 

San Marina GP 

Imola 

May 13 

Monaco GP 

Monte Carlo 

May 27 

Canada GP 

Montreal 

June 10 

Mexico GP 

Mexico City 

June 24 

Franco GP 

Paul (Heard 

July a 

England GP 

SNverstone 

July IS 

Germany GP 

Hockenhelm 

July 29 

Hungary GP 

Budapest 

August 12 

Belgium GP 

Spa Francor- 

August 26 


ehamps 


Italy GP 

Monza 

September 0 

Portugal GP 

Estoril 

September 23 

Spain GP 

Jerez 

September 30 

Japan GP 

Suzuka 

October 21 

Auetralla GP 

Adelaida 

November 4 

Note' Thu aehadule a 

subject to change 












THE FRONT-RUNNERS 


C OME Met* <Jt <uid the F 1 circus will assem 
blc in downtown Phoenix to cheei the 
fluff oft oi what will be one ol the most 
exciting seasons m Foimula One taung But 
to many the stait will come as a mde dis 
apfximtmcnt Monaco and Phoenix aie the 
only two stiet t circuits m the world today 
, Earliei it was Detioit whic h wasabit ofajokt 

| Piioernx maybe marginally less so but FI&A 

i officials must realise that Americans love 

1 speed 

) Howevei speed is the least of th< ssues The 

! bipgest question facing the 1 t fans is who 

| will win the Grand Prix this year ’ Apart fiom 

Olympics and World Cup sexcer F 1 1 at inp is 
the world * most popular spoit with nearly one 



billion viewers m ov*»i 70 1 < untrie* The spoit 
followers will be closely watch i rip tin duel of 
titans as Fcriari and McLaien < lash head on 
for top honouis 

The teams to watch m the hotly contested 
1990 Formula One championship will be 

* i ' 

Powered by top of the line Honda engines 
the red and white Me Larons won two back to 
back world championships in an all 
dominating manner In 1988 they won IS out 
of lb races while 1989 saw them winning 10 
of the 16 races Todiy it is one of the most 
successful teams in l 1 1 Grand Prix Their 
1990 updated vi rsiou ol the Honda V 10 


engine is high on fxjwc t but lac ks m ac< < lei a 
turn slowei than arcImval Feirails 1990 
piototypi by a tew seconds The dim is may 
pi ove to be Me 1 «n < n s ,hoi tr anting for Ay t ton 
Senna and Gcihard Bergen ait two very ditti 
c ult dnvei s as far as t hen talents ert con 
cerned The wav things arc going now Piost 
may become Ayrton Sennas nemese in thi 
months to come 

‘OMAR 

The txit ol designet John Hat nanl li is t onu 
as a ruck slux-k for F«*i i n i wh > were < ountmg 
on him to piovidc that all inipoitant edge Hut 
neveithe.less Feriati have mute mi|»i ini 
piovcmcnts in their 1 l 89 piot >t>to pi 
ducean extremely fast and ultia mphistu ited 
engine whiih outputs Mr Linn* b» second' 
Add to this the additional idvai t lgi of tw > < 1 
the most dynamic dnvei in (it mi l’ii> ins 
toiy Alain Pio.t end Nigi! M ui*e 11 unit > i 
ian might well legun then lorn 1> liny 

But thanks it I m nd tnc t« vol i ioiun 
pu>h button g' it 1 itt tnd t kitioni * if tin 
car wdi no lot if • l lx the M tt me Ilf heid 
team -.it Jttcoming I hi wen Id nnv pit u» u 
to the sigh* of hlixxl rid txxiwr rk t iknif tin 
cheque red Hip' 

• 

Winners of tin 198 wiildc* ir i»io i ha 
the team w.ll be t ikmi lull i Iva it i * h» 
slip ups bet we i n I > *r and Mi I in Miu li 
of the credit lot tin jx tfornnn e will pi ti tin 
new Kenault brx>rt \ i( I nrnuliOni engine 
duven by the gusty duo of It itri v Tin tsi i 
ind Ricaido Patrese The tlliuui lx t si < i \ 
I it nth manufai tur* r uict in Fugiish team 
shows the strength of William* inn in i*ion il 
telations After a disappointing 1 uks r wn 
Williams won *wo GP‘ (( inadian jnd Adt 
Jar del last ye a) along with many stiong si < find 
place finishes Frank Williams say< his te trn 1 
< lose to the red end white Me I art n but not 
quite theic as yet 

* h 

Last yeai with tlu win at tlic Japani se GP 
Suauka Benetton were ready to announce 
their ariival into the topol the line Foimula 
One team < lub The team finished fourth on Hit 
Construe tors Championships with 3 9 points 
Even though the team is using standaid Ford 
Cosworth V 8s the inclusion ol exFciran 
man John Barnard will make the team more 
competitive than ever The new 8190 c u* 
will be piloted by Italian star A osandi o 
Nanmm and 1987 world champion Nelson 
Piquet who comes in with an additional cash 
incentive for every GP point he notches up 
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in lookn j. Iut u ml t 
lit ■•( dstm tc 'i t l 

upa (food -i uif 
Ld.mlxiii'lin m l b< 
powering th< I 1 M 1 
team lusvi it uidli ivt 
two 1 ’lit most bi Hi iut 
dntt ts in th» n iai k*- 
Dttrk Warwick and 
M it tut Don i< 1H 

I hen thin is 
Bpnetton 1 old who 
while* retaining tin 
sei vif ts of Alt ssetiidio 
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PRABHAT ZARDA PRODUCTS 


















































































nf $ 100.000 for every ( 

, championship point he ' 

earns along with his I 

regular driving fee I 

: Money is a proa* 

I motivator" i 

Those wit h a taste for j 

; nostalgia will hope to 
see ilie T.vrell team back 
i on top this season 
i Italian star Michele 
j Aibt iret.o. ci i splaced froti 1 
j Ferrari by Mansell, will 
1 be replaced by Saturn 
| Nattajima of Japan 
! Uncle Ken's new cart 


Thierry Boutsen: 
Driving for Williams 
Renault maybe a 
surprise winner if the 
big two falter. (Inset) 
Berger and John Bernard 
of Ferrari 

designed by another 
ex Ferrari man. Harvey 
Post let h wade are much 
more competitive than 
their 1989 versions And 
with Nakajinm who 
shifted from Lotus to 
join Jean 

Aleei—bringing m a 


heavy sponsorsh ip from 
Espon. a Japanese real 
estate company, along 
with a Japanese engine 
which will be in use 
from the next season, a 
lot will depend on how 
good the much modified 
Cos worth engines are 
(carbon fibre gudgeon 
pins) and how much 
cash is there to sustain 
t he effort 

Much the same applies 
to the ol her teams 
aspiring for 


| glory—AGS. Brabham, 
Coiom. Dalara. 

Kuroburn. First. Ligier. i 
Minardi. (isclla, Hial ! 
andZakspeeu Witlia i 
possible 42 ‘.ars going ; 
for the 29 gr id palees. 
there wi 1! lie a number of j 
non-qualifiers Most of j 
them will housing ' 

Cos worth or Judd V -9 j 
engines But with j 

Minardi possibly going 
in for a Subaru and a 
rumoured Yamaha V 8 
lor Zaks peed, it seems 
that the other Japanese 
manufacturers are 
vying to outdo Honda s 
pre-eminence 
But whatever the 
other teams are 
planning to do makes 
little? ci inference to ; 

Ferrari or McLaren j 

Because their drivers 
are going out onto the 
t racks with only one 
aim— and that is to win 
Jason Havelock 

1LXT ANI" PKGIOGfiAPMS NEWSMEN FEA- 
ruiifs 
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The newspapers, the 


television.. .all forms of media 


Down Under seemingly prefer 


sport to economy or politics. 


David McMahon, now settled 


in Melbourne, analyses 


the effect sport has on the 


average Australian 


IN AUSTRALIA 


1 teterrruned to 
research this topic 
fully wp have used 
the viewpoints ol two 
spoi Is journalists 
one settled in 
Australia (printed 
here i and the other 
who made a fleeting 
thiee week visit to 
< ovei the Australian 
Open For the latter 
turn to page 7b 


empire < ompr it>ed only 
stoi les on sport While 
that was something of a 
milestone it must be 
pointed out in all 


fairness that the 
Commonwealth Games 
were in full swing in 
Auckland and the 
Australian contingent 
was on its way to a 
record 52 gold medals 
Less than a week 1 ttei 
when golier Gi c g 
Norman caught a 
485 kilogram shark tin 
storv and a three 
column pictui e made 



W AN! to get 
your p.ctuie 
on theiront 
page if 
Australian 
newspaper 
s'You've got no t hanc o 
at all if you t e a 
journalist a fail chance 
if you re a politician but 
if you i o a sportsman 
now that s a different 
question altogether 
Sport is so big m this 
country that Merv 
Hughes probably made 
page one mor e often in 
the last year than Bob 
Hawke 

On 30 Januar v this 
year the front page of 
The Herald m 
Melbourne the 
Australian flagship if 
Ruper t Murdoch s 
worldwide 


' «« * 
J ' 


I , »* g 


the front page of The 
Herald It did not get a 
major mention in anj of 
the other national 
papers This however 
is not to suggest that the 
rest of the print media 
regards tpoitas 
low key 

When during the 
Commonwealth Games 
Australian athlete 
Michelle Baumgartner 
claimed that she liad 
been the target of ae\r t 
taunts from male 
team matee the story 
ran not only on the fnmt 
pages ot pape -1 s a 
Victoria (Baumgartner s 
home state) but on the 
front page of most 
national newspaper s 

Events like the 
Commonwealth Games 
apart the most 
conservative news paper 
in Victoria The Age 
owned by Warwic k 
Fairfax also puts sport 
cm its front page at least 
three times every week 
Despite the paper s 
profile as Melbourne s 
equivalent of The Torea 
in London it sees fit to 
put reports- and 
photographs- -of most 
sporting activities on 
page one along with 
news of the economy 
and politics 

When Melbourne *> 
newspaper nets 
launched three new 
Sunday papers (Fairfax 
started The Sunday Age 
Murdoch the Sunday 
Sun and Sunday Herald/ 

















they did bo on the same 
day 20 August 1989 
Both sets of owners were 
shrewd enough to 
recognise the fact that 
sport coverage would be 
the key to success 
The SundavHeiald 
sought to wm readei s 
with a c olour magazine 
and an extended sports 
section The Sunday Sun 
too placed emphasis on 
sports repotting But it 
was The Sunday Age 
that made the most 
significant impact m 
this field Besides using 
colour on the front page 
olthepapoi d 
introduced a J2 page 
spoits section 1 
The impol tarn e of 
sport in this country 
and particularlv so n 
Vic t<aia where a 
sportinghen'age it- an 
mtc grai pait of th* 
state* s pride t unnot be 
underestimated The 
visual mciha is s nun 1 1\ 
a wart if the place of 
spent m tie* heai Is and 
trends of f t» eounttv s 
npoi ts fans A f 01 1 night 
ago a social parade 
was tie id in the heart of 
Me'lboui lefoi thei ip 
V it tcina sportana n and 
women who had won 
medals at the 
I’oinmon wealth Games 
It was a lavish affair 
with the uinloi mod 
stars being duve n 
thi ough 1 he c lty centi c 
in open top limousines 
and the event being 
shoe n in the night s 
television news 
Channel Nine whose 
news service continually 
steals the top ratings 
i rom the ethe«r four 
channels led then 
prune 6 pm one hour 
news bulletin that night 
with footage from the 
parade While this 
might not seem unusual 
m view of the wav 
Australia had 
dominated the Games m 


Auckland considei this 
neighbouring Sydney 
capital city of the state of 
New South Wales had 
been deluged bv ram 
The city and suburbs 
were flooded the roads 
were awash and 
emergency servic es 
were barely c opmg with 
thelact that the city had 
received moi e ram m the 
space of 24 hour s than 
Melboui ne i e*c eives in a 
whole year \ et even this 
footage was rt legator) to 
second place oy the 
tnumphan* Tetum ol 
Melbourne s ithletes 
faport is <n ut h a way 
of life t ha! th s sc lieine 
jf t nmgs in tie 
»veiling s tt ii vision 
new s did not see .n at al* 
Lit of Ue ordinal* In 
foe t speu t dominates life 
♦o sue h an exte rit in this 
ounM, that Holden 
Mi it< n •* tiniiHi U * l98" 
launch of th* n i e w 

h XIII » *■ hit It ti 

<1 ini de with the Sic ul 
O vmpie s 

Why do you isk ’ I hi 
mswt* s simple ytt 
devas* itmg Holcu n 
m.inagtmenr uriem 
piessun ti ini h >rd 
Moteiib w* rt abou l 
launch *1 kii l«te*st 
laindy seuan the newest 
modtlm then 
top selling range the 
popular C ommodort 
Tot el huu alie adv put 
their new falcon model 
oil the toads anci had 
flooded the niai ket wit h 
advertising ^ et Holden 
management bided th«ir 
time allowing or sent 
seemed loid to steal a 
march on their sales 



tutK-i *i lies of the I* ot d 
I air ii roektti i wild* 
thr « a Holden 
' in liuidort stay* ti 
unci* t wup* then 
dm’rifi then l*cu..t oi 
»t e. btoul Olympics they 
st irted 

1 <urmg th* next t wo 
wee-ks as A lstiah.u 
ho isc holds soakfxi up 
moi* 1t It v lsion * ban at 
«my othei time in tour 
year ■? the Holden 
adveitismg blitz began 
Banking on the lac t 
that because Seoul and 
Melboui ne wi re on the 
i same time zone view ere 


When Greg Norman caught 
a 485-kilogram shark, the 
story, and a three column 
picture, made the front 
page of The Herald 


Merv Hughes, who 
makes the front pages 
more often than Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke geti 
congratulated in true 
Aussie fashion 

would watch ( haimel 
Ten s telec ast of the 
Gameb thioughout 
normal hours (instead of 
staying uj thioughthe 
night as tenni-. i en* 
must dou oidei to 
walch Wimbledon 
bee ausi of the 
foe and a halt hour 
time ddll ience between 
Me lhoutnt and Ixmdon) 
tht decision by Holden s 
publicity department 
was more than 
vindicated Thr populai 
adveitismg 
campaign and t In 
number of Conunexlon*s 
onAustialiai mads 
today is ample 
testimonv tothepowei 
of sport in A istralia 
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The friendly games. 


Not quite 


T HE Commonwealth Games were at first 
dubbed the ‘friendly games'—however, by 
the time it was over, athletes had their fair 
share of ‘seething’ problems. 

In the final afternoon, John Walker was 
furious at the Australian, Pat Scamell for the 
clash during the 1,500 metres in which they 
both fell at the 600 metre distance. Tragically, 
it was Walker’s final run in front of his home 
ground. 

“1 felt like whacking him, I was so annoyed." 
Walker said. “ He always runs rough.” 

Then it was the two English relay teams, 
men and women, who wore black badges in 


their finals to convey their disapproval of an 
incident in which England and two other 
teams were disqualified in the semis of the 
4X400 metres. 

‘ England appealed, claiming that their quar¬ 
tet received blank looks when they asked 
officials for clarifications on the take over 
markings. Their appeal was rejected. 

‘The athletes wore black armbands as a 
mark of respect for the death of sport, sports¬ 
manship and the death of officialdom," Mike 
Smith, the coach said. 

Trust the Brits to come up with that. 


lSm 





Sport or spouse? 




B ERNHARD LANCER is a polite man. He’s 
not given to his donner und blitzens so 
easily. But in the AT & T Pebble Beach 
National Pro-Am he could have been forgiven 
an expletive or three. 

Langer was going nicely at Spyglass Hill 
until he came to the first, his 10th and longest 
hole. 

Left with 100 yards, his stroke was not 
exactly perfect. The ball hit a tree and did not 
come down. Langer had to idenify his ball 
through field glasses. 

A rules official arrived and demanded proof 
of identification. More binoculars were com¬ 
mandeered and they agreed that the ball was a 
Titleist I. 

Langer? Well, he finished with a 73. 


Choose the former 


W HAT some people won’t do for sport The 
Yanks especially are good at this kind 
of thing. How else can one explain 
this —'Although wife kills self, husband 
watches game' 

It happened in Georgia. Authorities had 
ruled that a local woman had committed 
suicide but, they say, they still don’t under¬ 
stand why her husband waited until after the 
Super Bowl game was over to report that she 
had been shot. 

Mary Helen Holloway died of a gunshot 
wound to her head. Her husband, Gary L. 
Holloway, told authorities that she had shot 
herself after an argument, but that he decided 
to go to his mother-in-law's house to watch the 
game instead of calling the cops. 

Jim Mabe. an investigator put it aptly. “I 
can’t explain this wild story. That game was so 
boring." 






















WANKHEPE STADIUM, FEBRUARY, 1980 


TEN YEARS 
AGO 



“The moment that lost the 1980 Jubilee Test for India, yet confirmed their 
reputation for sportsmanship. Bob Taylor had Just scored seven when he was 
given out caught behind by Kirmani off Kapil Dev. Taylor dragged himself 
away from the crease in astonishment that the umpire's finger had shot up so 
rapidly: but India’s captain, Vishwanath, then intervened. He asked the umpire 
to accept that the appeal had been withdrawn. Taylor was allowed to stay, and 
England—at that time 85 for 5—advanced to a lead of 50 on the first innings. The 
stand between Taylor and lan Botham added 171, and turned the game. Botham 
and Taylor finally won the game with their performances in India T s second 
innings, but this stand was the turning point of the match. 

“Bob Taylor was probably wrong to make such a show of disapproval when he 
was given out, although I suppose it was a natural reaction. The action of 
Vishwanath was wholly admirable, although it will perhaps establish a 
precedent for other batsmen to hang around after being given out 
controversially, in the hope that the fielding captain wu) intervene. Basically, if 
we do not accept the umpires’ decisions, the game will fall apart.” 

—From 'The Cricket Revolution; Test Cricket in the 1970 s by Bob Willis. 



——gj 




T HE retirement of veterans 
like Li Ning, Lou Yun and 
Xu Zhiqiang has left some 
vacancies on the Chinese 
gymnastics team. Rising 
to fill the void is a crop of 
young gymnasts who have great 
potential, though yet lacking the 
polish and flair of their 
forerunners Despite their 
inexperience, they already have e 
sheaf of honours under their 
belts. On his way 

to a bronze 
on the pommel 
horse at the World 
Championships 


A Champion In The 
Making 

O !-- 1 ! 


One of these new faces is Li 
Jing, winner of five titles at the 
1988 Pacific Alliance 
Championships and gold 
medallist at the 25th World 
Championships in 1989. 

With his short stature and close 
cropped hair, the 1.60 metre-tall 
Li bears a certain resemblance to 
Lou Yun. although he is not as 
solidly built. He appears shy and 
reticient when taking to reporters, 
but out of the limelight he is an 
outgoing and excitable young 
man. 

Born in 1970 in the city of 
Hengyang in Hunan Province, Li 












was sent to a local j unior j 

spare-time sports school in his 
second year at primary school and ! 
has been involved with 
gymnastics ever since. 

As he seldom took part in 
competitions, he remained little i 
known for a long time. 

It was not 

until 1984, when his excellent 
physique attracted the attention 
of coaches from the Beijing 
Physical Culture Institute, that j 
his career began to gather steam. 
Soon after he was enrolled at the j 
Institute where he divided hie 
time between academic studies 
and athletic training. His teachers 
described him as “a clever young 
man with a receptive mind.” 

In 1987, he was spotted by tlie j 
national gymnastics team's head j 
coach Gao Jian, who took him on j 
for training together with two 
older gymnasts on the team. Xu 
Zhiqiang and Li Chunyang. The 
task of molding young Li into a 
topfight gymnast fell to Huang j 

Yubin, himself a former star 
gymnast. 

Li Jing trained extremely hard 


Perfecting a compulsory floor i 
exercise technique 

after joining the team. Huang and j 
Gao brought Li along very j 

carefully and deliberately, both i 
ensuring that he received a solid 
grounding in the basics and 
encouraging him to develop 
original, difficult stunts that 
would set him apart from the 
crowd. | 

Blessed with remarkable 
flexibility and a powerful 
upper-body, Li is particularly 
good on the parallel bars, j 

horizontal bar and pommel horse. ! 
It should be noted that the ■ 

versatile Li is also no slouch at the I 
vaulting horse and floor exercise, i 
Li’s premier chance to shine 
came in December 1988. when he 
competed for China at the Pacific 
Alliance Championships held in 
Shenzhen. A lightly regarded 
dark horse, he stunned spectators 
by capturing the all-around title 
and finished first in four 
individual events: the pommel 
horse, vaulting horse, parallel 
bars and horizontal bar. Two of 


his crowd-pleasing j 

stunts—“forward sal to piked over ; 
the bar to regrasp” on the 
horizontal bar and “Healy-Twiri 
followed by double sal to forward \ 

in upper arm hang” on the 
parallel bars—had never been 
performed by anybody else before. 

At the American Cup j 

gymnastics competition in \ 

Fairfax, Virginia, in March 1984 
he added a few more feathers to | 

his cap, picking up gold medals in ! 
the vaulting horse and horizontal 
bar events and a silver in the 
pommel horse. I 

At the 85th World Gymnastics j 

Championships held in Stuttgart j 

last October, Li re-asserted his j 

talent by taking the title in the j 

parallel bars in addition to i 

earning two bronze medals in the | 
all-around and pommel horse 
events. 

Li Jing has now made a name 
for himself in the gymnastics 
world. Only 19 and bursting with 
energy, he has very bright future 
ahead of him. 

Xlo Yunxln 

CourtMy. China Sports 









T UP Calicut Univeisity athletes 
finished far ahead of Mahatma 
Gandhi Umvei sity to retain their 
o\ erall title in the All India 
Inter zonal University Athletics 
Championship-, in Chandigai h 
The t jp honour s in t he men s , 
vet ion was c laimed by Guru I 

Nanak I> v Un'veisity fhty won 
with a total of 32 points In 
set ond plac e was Punjab t 

Umvf rsity 

Inter national Gurmeet Kaui of 
Puniab University was adjudged 
the best woman athlete of the 
meet She won the gold rn the shot 
put the javelin and the discus 
throw Dme&h Kumai was the 
best among the men He won the 
gruelling fO km road race the 
10 OOOm and a ailvet m the 
5000m 

Some of the others winners 
were 

Mm's: 

100 and 200m Anand Natarajan 
800 and 1500m Jaswant Singh 
20km walk M Naravan 
High Jump Mehn Mit.tr y , 


Decathlon Kavindet hum.u 
Singh 

WSHHM'S: 

10 OOOm and 3000m Poon.iiii i 
Taneja ! 

150Om Kamlesh Kuman 
Heptathlon C R Chitra 
Foimer foottw.ll Olympian Jar nail 
Smgh Additional Duectoi Pun 
lab Sports Depaitment gave away | 
the pn/es I 

Parvewi Kaatiyap i 



S TEEL Authority of India 
Limited (SAIL) won the Steel 
Trophy this year with a 
tonvint mg win over Mohan 
Meakms at the Fei ozeshah Kotla 
grounds m New Delhi recently 
SAIL won the toss and elected to 
bat But they were soon in deep 
trouble when they lost foui 
wickets loi 57 1 uns But then 
salvation came m the form of Kirti 
Azad who scored a swashbuckling 
112(13 fours and a six) and he 
had a 45 i un partnership with 
KP Bhaakar SAIL ended up with 
a score of275 

In Meakms fu st inmngs Suml 
Valson and K S Bisen struck 


early and they were down 85 for 4 
Bui stellar knocks by Sapan 
Chopra (54) and Krishna Mohan 
(57) enabled Meakms to close their 
innings at 218 

In the second 60 over innings, 
SAIL build up on their lead with 
some fine knocks from opener 
C P Smgh who scored 108, 
Ashwmi Kapoor (67) and Rohit 
Talwar (61) and they closed then 
innings at 294 for six 

Meakms now had to chase 352 
runs for vie toi y and they made a 
liash of things from the word go 
Meakms wei e all out tor a paltry 
85 runs and most of the damage 
was done once again by Valson 
who t laimed t hree for 25 and 
Bisen who took 4 tor 32 

Eaner m the semi finals SAI1 
defeatedSAI by six wickets while 
Meakms defeated Delhi 
Development Authi i lty by 245 
i uns in the other semi final 
K.P. Venkat 


G URBACHAN SINGH 
RANDHAWA the famed 
Indian athlete whose record ol 14 
seconds m the HO meters hurdles 
has iemained intact lor th» last 26 
years has been honoured with the 
President s Police Medal for 
Distinguished Service on the 
occasion of Republic Day this 
year 

A Commandant in the Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) the 



Gurbachan Singh Randhawa: 
honoured 












IN DORK 


Satellite Tennis 



50 year old Randhawa was earlier 
awarded the Police Medal for 
Meritorious Service m 1978 He 
also has the distinction of being 
the first Arjuna Award winner of 
the country as well as being the 
only athlete to hold as many as 
four national records at one time 
He held the record of 8 6 in the 
high jump 210 3 5 m the javelin 
throw and 6912 points ui the 
decathlon apart from that of the 
110 meters hurdles 

A qualified coach from NLS 
Patiala G S Randhawa led the 
Indian contingent to the Tokyo 
Olympics m 1964 where he was 
plac ed f itth in t he 110 metei s 
hurdles with a record timing of 14 
secs 

Randhawa who i ^presented the 
country in the 1960 Koim 
Olympics and the 1962 Asian 
Games is well as s* ver al other 
mtei national meets is now posted 
aethi Staff Officer loDIGP CRPF 
in Patn > 

M.P. Nathanael 


CHANDIGARH 


Satellite Masters 


J ON SO' THC OMB* of Rutam 
wssth* winnf”oftlu S«it> lhtc 
Maaterst uiuanunt H* defeat* d 
the sec otict se< d (labi ichidzc 
Vladimir of lilt Soviet l tuon 7 t 

Giant-killer Jon Southcombe 
with the Central Bank trophy 


r ~ 



175' 4b 8 im the final and wr n I 
the C ential Bank trophy ah a 
I result ol thes win South* ombr 
earned 8 A TP points On the othei 
i hand Gabr'cludre who had won 
tli“ Indm e leg and was a 
semi finalist at Madras and 
l t alic ui eai ned 26 A' 1 Y points 

In the doubles final Gabru hid/c 
| ai d his pai tnex Dimitri Polyakov 
I defeated the Indian d 10 ol 
[ Zeeshan All and Vasudevan 6 4 
'36 62 

Fai nex in the semi finals 
Zeeshan Ah was outclassed bj 
Gabru ludze (>2 64 and 
Southcombe with apowertul 
serve pulled oil the biggest upset 
of the tou t n ) ment when he 
defeated Dimitri Polyakov 7 6 
(7 5) 4 b ax d 6 3 

With this the Mastei a Satellite 
has c omt to an end and it had 
gi/on a fillip to tennis fans in the 
stfcte The men s winner received 
843 US dollars wl lie the doubles 
wi mer got 300 US dollars The 
total prize money at stake was Rs 
1 10 lakh ($6250) Theeountiy 
needs moie tournaments like this 
to improve the standard of the 
game 


.. J 

The men • doubles winner, r— 
Vladimir Gabrchldze and 
Poliakov with 
the doubles trophy 


ASSAM 


All Assam Tennis J 

A BOIH lOO compel it ustcxrk 
pai t in tin All Ass i i 
S ub Junioi Junior and \ f-tei m 
i < h in pionslnps Thi 
c hampionships wu-> ori amsed h, 
the Zabom Club of Oil inti a and 
for the first time a \ ett xan s 
tournam* nt wat tlsu oi gainst d 
The fo'l mingau the lesultb 
Bovs Und* r 18 Mono) C houl an 
Boys Unde i 18 D rubles) Uj)w il 
I Datta Mullu and VikiamSaima 
Boys Undt r 1 i Bn »skar 
thowdhuiy 

' BoysUndei 1 1 Double si 
Rigved ben and Dc * p Chan 1 
Boys Under 12 LhisKa* 

C howdhurv 

Boys Unde * 12 (Doubt* s 
Bhaskai Chowdhurv end Dilip 
Mohantv 

Giilvlnidfi 18 Nihmki 
Buiagoham 

Gills Undei 14 Ntihariki 
Bui agoham 
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Girls Under 12 Reshmi Katoki 
Girls Open Doubles Niharika 
Buragoham and Tanusree 
Buragoham 

Veterans Singles Wng Cdr S 
Rajkhowa 

Veterans Doubles Wng Cdr S 
Rajkhowa and Capt R Bordoloi 


taking the first game of 
the first set from the 
fancied Benush Venugopal of 
Madras But Venugopal recovered 
quickly, won the next two games, 
and thereafter took the set at 6-2 
In the second set. Venugopal 
crushed Beliappa 6-0 
In the second singles. Rakesh 



The Boys Under 14 doubles champion: Rlgved Sen ((left) 
and Deep Chand with the trophy 


1)1 IAN BAD 


-Varsity Demis 


M ADRAS University retained 
the men's titlp when they 
defeated Osmania University 3-2 



in the final of 
the All India 
Inter-Varsity 
Tennis 
tournament 
which was held 
at the Indian 
School of 
Mines, 
Dhanbad 
recently 
In the first 
singles. Ram 
Beliappa ot 
Osmania 
started m 
whirlwind 
fashion bv 

Venugopal: - 
In fine tattle 


Reddy of Osmania defeated 
Sundai Raman of Madras 6 3 
6-4 

In the doubles, Venugopal and 
Asif Ismail teamed up to defeat the 
Osmania duo of Ram Beliappa and 
Rakesh Reddy 7 6 6-3 


In the first reverse singles Ram 
Beliappa defeated Sunder Raman 
of Madras t 6, 6-1,7 6(7-5) to 
even the score However, in the 
decisive reverse singles, 
Venugopal defeated Rakosh 
Reddy. 7-5,6-1 to give Madras the 
title 

In the women's section, Anna 
University defeated Madras 
University 3-1 

RameshSuH 


TRIVANDRUM 


State Wretittng 


T rivandrum retained the 
senior (below 16) titles at the 
37th Kerala State wrestling cham¬ 


pionships which was held in the 
Central Stadium recently It was a 
dull show throughout and there 
seemed no signs of improvement 

Hare ira Hn remits: 

48 kgs (seniors) M Babu 
62 kgs (do) Amrudhan 
Above lOOkgs Mohammed 
AfsaJ 


The Cross India ballooning 
compaction In progress 











y f<"/A t 


T N Suresh in the 57kgs categ 
ory (senior) was adjudged the best 
wrestler 

Kight District and three mstitu 
tional teams took part in the 
tournament Chief guest Sathar 
Kunju IQP, gave away the pi taes 

Vsnu Govlnda Kumar P. 


Cross India BaBo mtag i 

V ISWA BANDHU GUPTA s 
Indradhanush fell flat on its 
face as weather turned spoilsport 
on the final day ol the third Cross 


India balloon expedition at the 
Brigade Parade ground 

Strong winds, ranging from 25 
to 30 knots, foiled Gupta s 
attempts to lift his contraption to 
great heights 

Mr Gupta a Congressd) MP was 
attempting to celebrate Calcutta's 
tercentenary by flying the balloon 



over the city, but could barely get 
it 20 feet above the ground 
Mr Gupta said the 100-feet 
balloon, which costs nearly 2 5 
lakh has no engine and ib 
controlled by the burner which 
generally uses helium gas He 
however ruefully admitted that 
there is not much control ovei the 
balloon and the wind plays a very 
important part in itR flight 

InterDistrict 1 

Voll eyball | 

H OOGHLY snatched a near 
impossible victory to clinch the 
, fifth |umor inter district 
volleyball t hampionship title for 
boys North 24 Parg.mas spirited 
start fizzed out as Hooghly 
wrapped up the match J 2 
Howrah annexed the title in the 
girls' section m a final which 
never r ose to g r eat heights The 
winners losl their momentum 
only once in t he second game 
which they lost 11 15 hut won the 
first thud and fourth games at 4, 

4 and 12 

However it was a see-saw battle 
m the boys’ final North 24 
Pargunas won the first game, a 
thriller 17 16 and then snuffed 
out Hooghly 15 ldm the second 
But Hooghly bounced back into 
the mau h and wai ded off their 
rivals with tremendous courage 
The Pai gana boys simply 
1 1 nmbled under some sustained 
, attack by th< Hooghly lads They 
reeled ot f three games - the third, 
f ourt h and fifth -on the trot to 
end up as glorious champions 
The tuidl scorehne read 16 17, 
i 10-15 15 9 15-9 and 15-6 in 
Hooglily s favour 
i SoumHraBoM 


MADRAS 


Inter-University 

_ Bwtag _ I 

D elhi won the aii 

India-Umversity boxing 
championships, for the first tune 
With two golds and two sil ver-i 
| they finished way ahead of the 
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competition Kurukshetra was the 
only other team to have two gold 
medals 

The other teams which won gold 
medals (there were eleven weight 
categories m all) were Banaras 
Hindu, Maharishi Dayanand. 
Bombay, Poona, Haryana 
Agricultural, Allahabad and 
Kumaun 

Boxers from Osmania the 
holders, had a disastrous time 
Seven of them lost in the semi 
finals ana the two who qualified 
for the final were beaten m the 
title round Among those who lost 
was the heavily favoured Fredrick 
Omondi Auma The Osmania 
heavyweight, a burlv youth 
hailing from Kenya qmc kly 
pounded his opponents into 
submission in the earlier bouts, 
mainly with first round 
knockou’s But ho went down to 
an unanimous points decision to 
plucky Jogmder Singh ot 
Maharishi Dayanand University 
m the main bout of the meet 

However, in the South Zone 
meet held just prior to the All 
India, Osmania easily won the 
team title They took four titles 
while Poona, Bombay and Madras 
claimed two titles each (there were 
ten weight eategoi les m all) 

Partab Ramchand 


MANGALORE 



A State-level Wrestling 

Tournament was conducted 
by the department of youth 
services and sports in associa 
tion with Karnataka Amateui 
Wrestling Association at Kar 
kala near Mangalore early this 
month 

Held in connection with 
‘mahamastaka abhishek 
(Head-annoiutmgi ceremony of 
Jam saint Bahubali the 
tournament witnessed about 40 
wrestlers vymg lor the titles 
“Bliairarasus' and “Bahubali 
Shree ’ besides prizes m loui 
other weight categories 
Results 48 K G 
1 Basappanavi. Jamakai < ■ 

2 Honnappa Kolekal 
Haliyal.i, 

3 All Nagrai Spoils Host*-1 
Bel gaum 
52 KG 

1 Ekom G ikak Phals Bel 
gaum, 

2 Theradal Sports Hostel 
Belgaum, (3 Naratan '-'-iran 
gapatna 
57 KG 

1 AG Manthargi Spoils Hos 

P.H. Jadhav of Reserve Police: 
Winner of the Bhaiarasus; title 

tel. Belguum, 

2 Shivananda Jndalli 
Dharwad, 

3 A V Jangli. state reserve 
police. Bangalore 
62 KG 

1 J M Nayak, Karnataka 
Telecom 

2 Shivaji Kalogi. Sports Hos¬ 
tel, Belgaum, 

3 T R Annanoa Udupi 
“Bhairaraaus” 

1 P H Jadhav, reserve 
police, Bangalore 
2 Rajappa, Karnataka Tele 
oom, 3 S M Gowrannanavar, 
Reserve Police, Bangalore 
“Bahubali Shree" 

1 M M Nadap, Reserve 
Police,Bangalore(2 MS Mal- 
lusha, Belgaum 









RULES THE 


COURT 

L BANDER PAES has become t he latest hoy 
wonder in Indian sports. The precocious 
teenager emphatically won the 
Internal tonal Tennis Federation (ITF; 
junior’ tournament at the DLTA complex Just 
a fortnight ago he was runner up in the 
Australian Open junior tournament Such 
successes have confirmed ins status as the 
most exciting tennis player in India since the 
days of Kamesh Krishnari 

Sachin Tendulkar and Leander Paes are the 
prospective sports heroes of the coming 
decade. Both are level-headed, possess a desire 
to win and have an equable temperament 
Leander is fortunate to have an understanding 
father. Vece Paes A former hockey Olympian, 
Vece said. "1 have told leander not to be 
impatient and have the dreams of Becker. 
Indians take longer to mature and he could 
reach his peak by the age of 23 years ” So at 
least Leander does not have the over anxious 
parent syndrome to contend with. 

Leander was expected to win the Four- 
Square trophy for the ITF junior tournament 
Creditably he won it in style. He teat his 
Britannia Amrithraj Tennis (BAT) academy 
trainee Gaurav Natekar 6-2. 0-6. 6-0 in a 85 
minute final. In the earlier rounds, Leander 



' won with consummate ease Such dominance 
i led to Gaurav remarking. "Right now he 
■ (Leander ns a little stronger and sharper than 
: all of us " The ultimate accolade, the 
admi ration of your colleagues. 

Crisp volleying at the net and powerful 
i strokes are the hallmark of Leander’s game In 
ins Delhi triumph, the only hiccups were his 
service and temperament. Coach David 
O'Meara said that he was working on 
Leamder's serving style and rhythm O'Meara 
explained that earller Leander was tending 
j back more than necessary and throwing the 
| ball too much to the left whilst serving. This 
led to back strains. Hence his service style has 
! been altered O Meara hopes Leander will have 
sorted out his serving style and rhythm in 
| time for Wimbledon. 

As the singles winner. Leander gained 30 
| points in the ITF’s world junior rankings. He 
i and Gaurav Natekar won the junior doubles 
title beating C. V, Anand and Vi nod 
1 Ramchandran 6-3, 7-5 in ihe final As doubles 
j winners they got 20 ITF points K. Janaki won 
I the girls' singles title beating Aradhana Reddy 
6-1,2-6, 7-6 in the final 

! NovyKapadta 
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QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE! 


QUIZ 


j QUESTIONS 

1 Who became the first cricketer to 
bat throughout both completed 

I innings of a Test match' 1 

| 2 What is ddmarrage in Tourde 
| France bicycle race 7 

3 What is common to Gerd Muller, 
Mano Kempes and Eusebio 7 

4 Who was nicknamed'Bantam 
Ben ? 

5 Can a football player be sent off 

! before the game starts 7 

' 6 Who were the first mens doubles 
| champions at Wimbledon 7 

I ANSWERS 

I 1 Desmond Haynes He scored 55 
! and 105 vs New Zealand at 

Dunedin in February 1980 and 
1 was the last man out in each 
innings 

2 An escape or breakaway by a 
nder or group of riders which 
gains an advantage on the rest of 
the field 

3 All of them became the highest 
scorers m the World Cup soccer 

I finals Muller in 1970 Kempes in 
1978 and Eusebio in 1966 
| 4 Amencan professional golfer Ben 
Hogan 

5 Yes if in the opinion of the 

! referee he is guilty of violent 
| conduct or using foul or abusive 
I languages 

6 The Renshaw brothers—William 
and Ernest 

I CHESS 

| Once again Anatolj. Karpov 
proved to be a little too good for 
his opponent in the Candidates 
Arthur Yusupov went down 2 1 
losing the last game of their semi 
final, after putting up a brave 
fight Karpov meets Timman in 
Malaysia for the right to 
challenge Kasparov 
White Karpov Vs Black 
Yusupov Queens Gambit 
1 d4 NfB 2 c4 e0 3 Nf 3 d5 4 Nc3 
Be7 5 Bg5 0-0 6 e3 h7 Bh4 Ne4 8 
Bxe7 Qxe7 9 Rcl The old Lasker 
Defence, characterised by black’s 
7th move became unfashionable 
without ever being refuted 
Yusupov did well in this match 
using It thrice and losing just this 
game 

9 -c8 10 Bd3 Nxc3 11 Rxc3 do 4 


12 Bxc4 Nd7 13 0-0 eS 14 Bb3 ed4 
15ed4 Of course white accepts 
the isolani for free play 

15— Nf616 Bel Qd6 17 Ne5 
Nd5 18 Rg3 Bf5 7 Black's 1 7th is 
unusual and his 18th is plain bad 
18—Be6 19 Qh5 Kh8 leaves white 
with a small edge Usually black 
plays 17—Be6 anyway 

19 Qh5Bh7 20 Qg4 g5 21h4 f0 
(see Diagram) 22 hg5< hg5 
Simple chess as 22—fe5 23 
gh64 finishes the game White 
has achieved a winning setup by 
natural obvious moves One 
wonders what Yusupov missed 

23 f4< Rae8 24 fg5 fe5 25 g6 
Bxg6 26 de5 Qe6 27 Bxd5 cd5 28 
Oxg64 Qxg6 29 Rxg6+Kh7 30 
Rd6 Rc8 31 Re3 Bc2 32 Rd7+Kg6 
33 Rxb7 Re8 34 a3 d4 35 Hd3 
Rxe5 36 Rxd4 Rg5 For the last 
ten moves Yusupov has struggled 
to induce counterplay but Karpov 
sees furthei 

37 Bd64-Kh5 38Rh74 Kg4 39 
Rd4+Kf5 40 Rd5 4-Kg6 41 Rg74- 
Kxg7 42 Rxg54 Kf6 43 Rb5 a0 44 
Rb64-Ke7 45 Kh2 Kd7 46 Kh3 
Kc7 47 Rb33 Kd6 48 g4 Ke5 49 
Kh4 Kf6 50 Rb6+Kg7 51 Kh5 a5 
52 Rb7 4-Kg8 53 a4 1 1-0) There's 
nothing left left to play for 


I Oevangshu Datta 



BRIDGE 


There are times when no 
amount of scientific investigation 
in bidding can locate what one 
needs to know Today's hand from 
a pairs event at the 
recently-ooncluded nationals at 
Kaki n ada would doubtless have 
pleased two of my favourite 
partners Kamal Mukherjee and 
Debashis Ray, both great believers 


m the art of going by table-feel 
and in having a practical 
approach at all times - 


uaaier South NSvul 

NORTH (dummy) 

♦ 9 4 

K 9 8 •> ? 

10 7 ■> 1 

4k 8 4 

EAST 

♦ A K Q J 8 S 
10 

Q 1 8 

♦ I 9 * 

SOUTH 

♦ 

A Q I 7 1 
A 8 7 

4 A K Q6 1 


south west north fast 

1 Paw l I * 

6 n a« P,m fi # 

All Paw 


The bidding needs a httl« 
explanation Altei my rataei 
heavy opening (but it pays to open 
low w’th a pronounced 
two8uiter) mypaitner North 
had a hand tailor made for one ot 
my pet methods the pre emptivt 
jump raise (m i ase you are 
wondering wehaveothei 
methods to show healths raises) 
Since there was no way in fmd out 
partner s exact minor lengths 
I which would make a grand good 
oi bad 1 jumped to what 1 thought 
would be the best spot hoping 
thereby to dissuade East West 
from a cheap sacrifice 
When Last nevertheless went 
on I realised that it would not be 
worthwhile taking the safe 500 (if 
clubs broke 4-2) at pairs where 
I many East-Wests might allow 
South to play in six or maybe five 
Accordingly I decided to take a 
chance on seven which if if failed 
would only convert a poor score to 
| a bottom while if successful, 
would convert it to a top In view 
l of the doubtful bidding, the 
opponents decided to take a 
chance on beating seven hearts 
but with the lucky 3-3 break in 
clubs, the grand slam easily rolled 
home as dummy's diamond losers 
went away on my clubs R'ior 
East, he would have been better off 
passing six hearts instead ol 
taking the save" 


WEST 

+ 10 / 6 T / 
6 4 
K 9 4 
♦ 10 7 i 


I 


I 


I 


I 

I 


<ARATE 


r HE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


C ONTINUING with 
the two-punch 
one-kick combine 
turns, let’s discuss 
two straight punches 
followed by a round 
house kick 






< ' * # 


A 


9 *■■ 


tvH 




Follow It up with 
a straight punch 
with the right 
hand 

Standing m kumite- 
dachi, hands held up to 
guard face, throw a 
straight punch with the 








left hand Withdraw the 
hand immediately to 
guard the face as you 
throw another straight 
punch with the right 
hand Using the forward 
momentum generated 
by the punch deliver a 
jodan mawashi gin 
(roundhouse kick) to the 
head 

Used vei> often in 
tournaments, this tech 
mque is especially effec¬ 
tive if the punches land 
correctly With your 
opponent crouching 
from the effect of the 
punches, the sweeping 
roundhouse will be more 
devastating as it makes 
contact with the head to 
drop him 


By Shivajl Ganguly 
Kyokushmkai-kan I 


karate 


PHOfOOFiAPHS RAMANBMALLA 


a a 1 tiel a* i 
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Squats Are Super 


T HE times, they are 
a changing. 
Squats, which 
were considered 
an absolute no-no about 
10-15 years ago, are 
now one of the most 
popular leg-builders the 
world over. Considered a 
’knee wrecker' thanks to 
the high-intensity work 
they were subjected to, 
athletes are now realis¬ 
ing that, done correctly, 
squats are the magic 
word when it comes to 
building strong legs. 

Almost all power and 
strength athletes- -foot¬ 
ballers, shot putters, 
discus throwers, ham¬ 
mer throwers, high jum¬ 
pers, sprinters etc—use 
squats to improve their 
explosive power. Endur¬ 
ance types—long dis¬ 
tance runners, tennis 
and basketball players 
etc—use it to maximise 
their natural ability. 
And you can bet your 
last rupee that every top 
bodybuilder and weight- 
lifter worth his or her 
salt is doing squats until 


the cows come home. 

But then, those are the 
top athletes. What about 
the guys like us? Guys 
who are keen on staying 
in shape—yeah, who can 
resist legs like Stal¬ 
lone's?-but don’t have 
the time or the applica¬ 
tion to really keep at it. 
Can squats be of use to 
such a man? You bet! 
Provided you don't have 
any underlying cartil¬ 
age or patellar ligament 
knee damage or pre¬ 
existing lower-back in¬ 
juries, squats are just 


what the doctor ordered. 

There’s no doubt that 
squats arc the best overall 
exercise for your lower 
body. They work (in 
order of sequence) the 
low-back lumbar exten¬ 
sors, gluteus maxim us 
and medius (extensors 
and abductors), quad¬ 


riceps (knee-joint exten¬ 
sors and hip-joint flex¬ 
ors) .and hamstrings 
(knee and hip joint ex¬ 
tensors). Translated into 
English, that means the 
biggest muscles of your 
body—and the most 
powerfull—are getting 
into the act when you 


crank out a squat. And 
therefore get stronger 
and stay in shape. 

What's more, while 
the biggies do all the ma¬ 
jor work, the smaller 
muscles like the abdo¬ 
minals and calves also 
cash in by accepting 
some of the strain by 
helping to stabilise your 
body. An intense squat 
works out the entire 
body, including your 
heart and lunge 

When done correctly— 
back slightly arched, 
head facing foward, 
knees in line with feet 
during descent and as¬ 
cent, and a slow and coi i 
trolled descent without 
any bouncing—squats 
promise results. And if 
you do the 'high-bar' 
variety you’re almost 
assured of a tighter, 
sleeker rear end, a slim¬ 
mer waist and hips and 
better-developed quad¬ 
riceps. 

Interested? Okay, here 
goes: hold the barbell 
across your shoulders, 
raising your trapezius 
muscles somewhat to 
prevent the bar from set¬ 
tling on the two proinin- 






ent vertebrae at the base 
of the neck. Elevate your 
heels by a couple of in¬ 
ches (a wooden block or 
a thick plate will do) to 
allow your back to re¬ 
main fairly upright, and 
hold your chest high. 
Look straight ahead: I 
looking up will be mur¬ 
der on your sense of ba¬ 
lance while looking 
down will make you 
dump the bar over the 
top of your head. And 
get started 

Bend the knees slowly j 
as you lower till your 
thighs are parallel to the 
floor. Then, making 
sure you don’t bounce 
out of the bottom posi¬ 
tion (that’s what causes 
the injuries) smoothly j 
I straighten the knees j 
| again to get back to the 
starting position. j 

High-bar squats have ! 
several advantages over 
the other types of squ¬ 
ats For one, the up- 
l right position transmits 
the force down through ! 
the bony parts of your 
vertebrae instead of 
creating a force directed 
towards your ligament 
and muscles. Also, the 
lack of leverage forces ; 
you to settle for a lower j 
weightage on the bar, ■ 

! thereby preventing in-' 

| jury. And, most impor •' 

| tant, they channel the 1 
| force down through the ! 
j quadriceps instead of j 
' spreading it through the ■ 
hips, glutes and lower 1 
back. ! 

Try high-bar squats : 
twice a week, doing j 
'them only after you're ! 
warmed up fully. In fact. i 
you could do a couple of 
warm-up sets with a 
very light weigh tage be¬ 
fore really bombing the 
quads witht the max¬ 
imum weight you can 
handle. 
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INTERVIEW 


‘SPORTS REPORTING 
IS SHARPER NOW 

Hm, the Mandate! of cricket 
writing *'a!iftn trom yu/e. 
days? 

I don't think so. A lot of 
people walk up to me 
and say ‘Cricket reports 
are not like what they 
used to be in your time’, 
but that is not an 
accurate picture. 

However, if readers feel 
this way. there must be a 
reason. One that I can 
think of is that in my 
time the same man 
reported ail the cricket 
matches from the 
Hanji/Duleep level to the 
Tests Even in The Times 
of India now 
non-specialists 
reporters are sent off to 
report cricket It might 
be done to distribute 
favours. If there is 
someone who hails from 
Hyderabad, then spoi ls 
editors send him to 
report a game in 
Hyderabad because il 
suits them Because of 
so many generalists, 
people assume that the 
standard of sports 
writing has fallen But 
here 1 disgaree; since I 
follow the Bombay 
papers closely, I find 
Ayaz Memon and Suresh 
Menon's writings as 
good as any of the 60s 
and 70s I told Ayaz that 
his off-day pieces from 
the West Indies were 
entertaining. On the 
whole, reporting is 
much sharper now 
There is a greater sense 
of discipline as well The 
deadlines now for 
newspapers are 10 pm, 
while in our day our 
copies would get 


K.N. PRABHU, CELEBRATED 
CRICKET WRITER OF THE 
SIXTIES AND SEVENTIES* TELLS 
MODAR RATHER Y A 


published even if we sent 
in despatches by 1 am 1 

T.’iere wa;- 3 greater 
s-mph«u.>$ on style <r» you' 

6 aw Today the aceem 
seems is be on gess-.p 

I agree. The trend was 
beginning in my time 
with women reporters 
discussing the lives of 
cricketers. Also, because 
of the impact of TV the 
emphasis has shifted to 


gossip. When cricket 
matches began to be 
televised in the 70s. I 
had outlined two 
cliallenges that 
journalism faced -one. 
we couldn't afford to 
report matches since the 
reader had probably 
seen it on TV anyway. 
Two, sportsmen entered 
the profession and they 
had nothing to 
contribute by way of 



useful opinion. The only 
two who 1 find readable 
are Imran and Tiger 
Pataudi. The others are 
merely slanging against 
each other. Take Bedi 
for example; perhaps he 
wanted t.o settle a score 
against Gavaskar in his 
columns. Not only were; 
his columns badly 
written, there was 
nothing in his columns 
that I cared to remember 
either. 

jourmifirm feei 

d.tage* 

J’ f' II,v'.i.tf. 

: >nus;> r.* pc. 1 ./,• • ■. 

And why not.' Would a 
dcxitor want to see 
quacks enter the 
profession? Just because 
a particular tablet cured 
your stomach problem, 
would that make you 
competent to advise 
others with stomach 
problems to use that 
tablet? Journalists come 
up the hai’d way In the 
late Fifties when Benaud 
was leading Australia 
against Peter May’s 
MCC, he was a reporter 


There is a greater 
discipline now. 
The deadlines 
now for 

newspapers are 
lO pra, while in 
our day our copies 


would 
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on the police beat! There 
was another case of 
when the sportsman 
writing made a bloomer. 
Clive Lloyd made a racist 
remark (‘black and 
white') in a signed 
column, then denied it, 
blaming it on his 
ghostwriter! 

There is another feeling that 
only incompetent reporters 
feel insecure about this 
syndication business. 

I am not sure if that is 
correct. Obviously, here 
I must say that the men 
m charge realise that 
big names sell One 
paper even went to the 
extent of justifying the 
use of syndicated 
columns because it was 
getting it cheap After 
all. it takes much money 
to send reporters out to 
report events. But 
someone must do a 
reader response survey 
of whet,her reports by 
specialists arc preferred 
to syndicated columns 
or not. 

How relevant would your 
style have been today? Do 
you think there is enough 
scope to write descriptive 
prose as there was at one 
j time? 

! 1 would have had greater 
: scope m The Times of 
I India, today than I ever 
j did earlier When I went 
j to England m 1974 our 
I paper had only four 
| columns of sport each 
i day. Compare this with 
i 12 columns on 
j weekends in my first 
j year with the pajier and 
| nearly nine-ten columns 
now Even 

inter-university cricket 
matches are reported 
these days. There used 
to be another handicap 
in my tune, when you 
went to cover national 
tournaments you didn’t 
have telex lines and had 
to make do with 
telegrams. The problem 


with telegrams was that 
one had to count the 
words one wrote Copies 
were split after every 
10O words and this 
made a person like me 
very conscious. It didn’t 
permit an easy flow of 
writing. Besides, one 
had to start writing by 
tea time In England. 
1971,1 remember one 
had to phone in one’s 
| copy from the county 
i centres to a certain place 
j in London from where 
| copies would be 
| re transmitted to India 
j or whercvei These 
; days, not only do you 
have the fax on which a 
copy can go through m 
less than three minutes, 
you have some papers 
devoting two full pages 
to sport dai ly Com pare 
this with the fact that. J 
; would always be 
j conscious of getting 
* only four columns -now 
they have double! 

I 

l 

; Has the cricket readership 
i become too statistical? 

You find writers 
concentrating on who 
; scored how many in how 
much time. 

I 


Statistics lias finally 
been recognised as an 
important slice of the 
game I was the other 
extreme; I used to be 
accused of writing for 
the tour ist department 
rather than the cricket 
reader There was a 
good reason for this. I 
wanted to create a mood 
of Port-ol'-Spain in niy 
despatches if 1 was 
writing from Trinidad I 
would try and compare 
the palm trees and the 
j humidity of that place 
| with Bombay’s I find 
few cricket writers 
doing this today 1 have 
often said thar if you 
place a Wankhede 
Stadium match report 
alongside a Guyana 
match copy h-w readers 
j will be able U> tell the 
! diff'erenci And it is not 
| just limited to cricket 
j repornng i attempted to 
[ infuse an element of 
j colon t into hockey and 
j football matches m 
1 Delhi Much depends on 
: the style of the persons 
report i ng t he event, the 
j reporter's 
j psychological 
j disposition 


I 


CAPTAINS COMPARED 


Tiger 

Petaudl—Sometimes 1 
felt that he wasn’t quite 
there. But there was no 
! other side to him I will 
say in his defence. He 
1 had a certain way of 
conducting himself and 
didn't go out of his way 
to cultivate friendships. 
He didn’t make the 
others feel that he was a 
law unto himself: At 
least one could relate to 
him on the mental level. 

Sunil Gavaskar— -He was 
a better speaker than 
Pataudi. Tiger was 
embarrassing as a 


public speaker. 1 
remember on the 1967 
tour Pataudi went 
around from function to 
function starting his 
speech with 'My name is 
Mohammed but 1 am no 
prophet' and saying 
‘Rust Surti is the only 
Englishman we have in 
our team considering 
that he has already 
picked up an accent'. 
Sunil was very assured. 

Blshen Bedi —He was a 

little loud but 
intelligent. He was the 
last of the guys with | 

whom I could establish ■ 
some sort of a rapport, i 


Are few editors pushing 
their reporters to acquire a 
sense of style in sports 
reporting? 

You can't acquire ‘style' 
in that sense I enjoyed 
R. Mohan's description 
of Gavaskar’s 168 at 
Lord’s d uring t he 
Bicentenary Test in 
1987 He managed to 
i capture the spirit of the 
I ground and the game m 

■ that article To be able to 
i drink in the atmosphere 
j of the ground or the 

| event. ( would 
i religiously go to the 
| venue at least 
| half'-m: hour before the 
i start of play I suppcs» 1 
j had so much material t > 
j write that 1 started tl.e 
i practice of lihng 
i Diaries a few 
correspondents 

■ complained that ‘Since 
you have started it. we 

| will also be asked to do 

i 

j There is a feeling that there 
1 is more legend than fact in 
| the reports of old. 

i Not always For a fact. I 
| can swear that we never 
! had a number three 
: batsman like Lala 
| Amaranth irrespective 
of what the records 
might say. There is also 
a story of a conversation 
j between Wilfred Rhodes 
| and Eirunott Robinson. 

| both tapping the sticky 
j wicket and trying to 
! judge how it. would 
j lx:hace One said'It'll 
j turn by :j OO' and the 
I ot her interrupted to say 
Nay. by 3 30' Now, yes. 
that must have been 
fabricated baciause when 
this conversation took 
plaek. Card us was in his 
pram! 

- There is a greater 
emphasis on quotes 
1 nowadays In my entire 
! reporting career. I used 
j only one quote and that 
j was after Benauds team 
I had lost at Kanpur m 


i 


i 




i 

i 

i 

! 
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the late I lfties Benaud 
came up with an 
inter e'tmg observation 
on the wit ket and since 1 
found it ic k\ant 1 used 
it Apart fx mi that I 
ha veal wavs fell that it 
should bt thf repot tt-rs 

t ibsi i v itii m of«vci s 

that should count Dir 
quotes 1 1 maria hi \ if ft 
lo the iprur v mui Iron 
1*11 oi He ut< r 

How did cricketers react to 
press criticism in those 
days’ 

1 support 'hi > wt rt ton 
well miiuif if d to say 
anything I if member 
om me ident with I«ila 
Amar nath who fiad a 
reputation for lx ing 
rough and tough My 
predecessor at 7 he 
Tim< s ol Incii.i had 
launched a virulent 
attack on I<al i never 
r efei ring to him as t he 
Indian i aptain but as 
the swashbuckling 
substitute captain This 
went on (or some time 


V> when I joined thf 
pajjer I nervously went 
and introduced myself 
toLalaom day 1 
< xpected him to bf i udf 
but on the f ontiarv he 
was extremely polite 
Pc rhaps the cr u kete rs 
if th »s( days were stoic 
Or *hey didn t r c ad what 
1 wi otc* 

Would you interact with the 
players’ 

No In lift Hajari Bala 
would often ask me why 
I did not six lalise w ith 
theplayeis Maybe with 
the majority of them I 
was on a differ ent 
wavelength Mv liaising 
with er lcketei s ended 
after Tiger Pataudi 
retired At least I could 
interact with him on the 
intellectual wavelength 
I c ou Id even shai e a few 
word with Jai Baigorto 
a certain extent Boide 
After thev retired I 
star ted feeling the 
geneiationgap I never 
got around k sneaking 


To be able to ^ 
drink in the 
atmosphere of the 
ground or the 
event, I would 
religiously go to 
the venue at least 
half-an-hour 
before the start of 
_play_ 

to the other*. 

Most associations of sports 
journalists give awards to 
sportsmen Don t you think 
that it is high time they 
started giving awards to 
sports journalists 
themselves for their 
contribution to sport or the 
profession’ 

ITC stai ted an award to 
sjaorts journalists but it 
was a temporary one 
Maybe rt won t be a good 
idea to have spoi ts 
journalists giving one to 
themselves given the 
amount of resentment it 
could cause to the 
others I am in favour of 


iwai ' l*u* i nl\ it thi 
Rot cr vC lib i som< 
otlu i suihorp, msiMon 
is giving i* in t Maybe 
P flit v gl\f oiu ti 1v 
journalist it wouldt i 
bi tx bad in df i 

Which would you rate as 
your most memorable tour' 

It W IS till 1‘J 1 toi ! Of 
England Wt only lost 
om c dun*! m tfi h ano 
eventually wonthfl»st 
sci it s I got to sf i a lot of 
thi i anilities on that 
visit 1 went to 1)H 
Lawrancf scounty 
Notts I went toBvron s 
hornet own in Newste id 
Abbey Ifoundathur 
then which was 
presmtf d toByion by 
Marqi ess of Wellesley 
which otic o belonged to 
lipu Sultan Now that 
•’hair finished with the 
gi eat c ru ket pr omotei 
Sn Julien Cahn I \ ite 
a piece m which 1 
mentioned how 
everything tended to 
come back to cricket 





i waS. 





fflHIS is with reference to P T Usha e interview {Spot tsworJd 31 
Jl Jan) In the interview, she claims that after explaining 1 to me how 
Important the honour of representing the country in the Olympics 
was and other details, 1 said ‘Sony’ to her for my remarks about her 
in my syndicated column 

This is simply not true In fact, it was the other way around as her 
coach, Mr 0 M Nambiar apologised to me saying that Usha's 
ghostwriter had written her columns without her knowledge and 
permission 

I barely got the chance to say hello to hex as every effort at 
conversation with her was answered by Mr Nambiar The matter of 
saying sorry to her does not arise at all 

I shall keep the rest of the conversation confidential as I did even 
then when ashed by journalists there as 1 do not wish to embarrass 
her at ah She has been the pride of the country for long and I 
sincerely wish that she will continue to win more glory fox the 
country in the future 
aUNIhQAVASKAR 
Bombay 




400!! 


R lt HAHmiADIH fitsf-1ves 
mu conpratuliti msio 
Ixet onung the in st howlei tn T* st 
histoiv to take 400 wickets And 
this !•> a mo ‘ t- \t i am Umar v 
pt rior mam t 

In fact tin High nit hiscaieei 
he has maint tint d < on sister it 
U nglh speed and im if, .eness 
De*-pi‘t twosuigi alopi rati ins 
his bowling has remained i« 
pf m tiatn t af t vei < hit w mins 
w. hat would h tvt happf l* n to New 
?jfa’and li they did not ha t snth i 
fe it some bow ler as Richard 
Haaleein thci lanks 
H H BANGADIWAIA 
4 bmedabad 

H EAR! Y congratulations to the 
great all xounder Ru hai d 
Hadlee ft r taking 400 wit kets and 
creating a now x eoord He is the 
first man to do so It was an 
impossible task iox a bowlei to 
I take 400 lest wk kets in today t 
| ga me but lladlef has done it and it 


has bt f n dont through shtei haid 
woik 

Im ldt ntallv an mtert sting 
stitistic lht,50th 150th 1?Itt 
a id lOOth w ic kets h ice all been 
that of Indian bat son u 
Btsl of luck ioi the futuie Mr 
Hadlee' 

S BACRAV1FET SINGH 
ih dpi abaci 

H ATS off to Richard Hadlee lc i 
achieving the lmdmark of 400 
wickets literally t mpliasismg as 
well as putting bev ond doubt that 
he ib one of the hesl lx iwlers the 
wox Id has evox been 
I leel sorry fox the s > called 
young side of tl e Nineties to be 
humiliated so badly by the Kiwis 
So oui v i leket t hairman Raj 
Singh Dungarpux at last had to 
oat Ins wmds and bring in 
Vengsarkir who was till a few 
days ago not requited 
PKABAl GUHA 
Gbwahah 

Congrats 

M 'S heai tiest congi atulations to 
i laulein Steiti Graf and Ivan 
Irendl for winning the. fust Gi and 
Slam title of the »ear and the 
dec ade Steffi Gi af has won the 
Australian Ope if oi the thud 
succosssive veai ui a row while 


| Lencu kx k uhi sreond win in a 
1 row ' It hough Lendls win is not 
is sit isf u toi v as I dber g had to 
I retire f'-om the match due to 
1 injury 

I SVBR4TSAMAL 
I Haul ki la. 

I 

| Hall King Richard 

i . . . . . . 

SHANMU&AN MV DALI FR 
I Punr' 

Ifaxl King Richard Hadlee 
1 our Hundred wic kets to thee 
Many a milestone has been 
reached 

But this cannot be easily 
I breached 

Mastci of f lit and swing 
His bowling has a lethal sting 
As ma> iv a batsmen has found 
When he leaves the ground 

I 

This ac hievement is uniqut 
Because of his fee hmque 
His accuracy and direction 
Is sheei poetry in motion 

With an economical r un 
The ball comes from a gun 
A one daypi or 1 est 
Hadlee is the best 

Hail Richard Hadlee the King 
The maesti o of swing 


r 


CONTROVERSY 

X t wase neot 
boxing x most 
shining 
moment' The 

tothrojiid 
knock out of the 
inv me ible Mike 1 \ son by 
jour in ynun fames Buster 
Doupl is marked a nir ment of 
itdc mpi ion lor a -.port wine h has 
bee orm oik of the ruo<1 corrupt 
businesses of the uu ve i&h 
P ul the beautj ol one of the 
most e xt iting ft ats m modern 
spot t would last liar dly nme 
hours B More the world could 
relish the thrill of a histone wm 
by tht underdog the underworld 
of boxing would snatc h it awa\ 
unsi rupulouslv Twoof thcthiee 
govt r imp horiif * ol boxing would 




'IRON 

MIKE' 

MELTS 


And finally everything has caught up with Mike Tyson. Last 
year Frank Bruno shook him. And now James ‘Buster’ Douglas 
has beaten him. 

But the fight will carry a stigma, for Tyson is disputing the 
knockout on a technicality. He says the referee made a 
mistake. It doesn’t matter anyway— Iron Mike’s aura of 
immortality has been torn apart. 


put u hold on Doug La •> e laim to be 
thi undisputed cli impion of the 
world lot ai nnr, tnor 
eormnittedby thr nliifi 
ltwis1h*diwi olinewtrain 
lu n \ weight boxing Tht 
invinublr 1 is bit n cinqueicdand 
the unpwiswidi opentothi hard 
wi i king md haid hitting boxeis 
ill n tin world It would no 
nine *>* the <-ole dom tin ol Don 
King aiict Mike Ty kj i 
Suddi nlv i1 was turned into a. 
nightmare on. of the most sor did 
chap'i r in the histoi y ol the 
spott LkHiKitif. «lit promotei 
undi (linetin woid j lomotei (and 
not manage i > use rl 1 is puppets in 
the Vti l Id Boxing C oune il (WBC ) 
and the Weriid Beixmg Assoclati in 
(WBMto snateh -eway aerie riou' 
victory whichaeouiageou' 
youngman had dedicated to hi, 

| mother oilly hours age> 

I Tin > ate living to steal a 
monu nt of hiute r y depleted 
boxing lustonin Beit Handolph 
Sugar I hat said it all 
L. 
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Don King (alias Con King 
according to the members of the 
US media) had only one noble 
reason for his protest against the 
result—fairness. “That’s what this 
country is all about. ” exclaimed 
the patriot. He even managed to 
make referee Octavio Meyron 
confess on international television 
that he had made a mistake—talk 
about the depths to which greed 
can sink a sport. 

Ironically, it was a fight nobody 
wanted—not the American 
promoters, not the closed circuit 
television businessmen, not the 
casino barons, not even the 
American media. Even in distant 
Tokyo, Mike Tyson’s novelty had 
worn out. The only selling point 
the Japanese promoter could find 
was a knock down of the champ by 
sparring partner Greg Page, 
Jokes about American journalists 
telling Tokyo customs officials 
that the duration of their 
assignment this time was about a 
minute and a half, were all over 


ilKE TYSSINI; 
'15MVIM WI0 


isxeysiis. o lost’ 

A NE at the tragedies at this 
Cr fight, prevalent in other 
sports too, was that although 
Douglas was the hew 
heavyweight champion, it was 
Tyson, the laser, 'who was still 
more Jttftwwwtfy. ■ / .' 

Although unaacxietcaned to 
his new role of obaUenger+Bot 
champion, Tyson was tough 
enough to insist, '%hsm : ;m; 
exouses, I kM". ■ JN& ebook! 
snyohs haUses so, hieesrear is ' 
wot oven fast'Samf&hry, 
iBineeSstbaek'riff betheohsmp - 
again, . fra not the kind at guy 
■-Whh’S'gaLag to ory lt you take 
the bottle awsy.W stUlasw of 
the test lighters in the. worth 
Sod when the rexoatoh ooznes, 
ffl prove it". 


town. 

It was a fight Mike Tyson did 
not want to fight. His heart was 
not in the fight. There was no fire 
in his eyes as he came into the 
ring. He looked bored as he waited 
for the introductory formalities. 
Here was an overconfidently 
arrogant fighter who had 
underestimated his opponent and 
the world. 

In the opposite corner was a 
man. who at 29, was seeking 
redemption at a tune when fate 
has been playing cruel games 
with his life. Douglas’ mother had 
died hardly a month ago. his wife 
had left him recently and the 
mother of his 11 -year-old son was 
diagnosed to have a critical 
condition. His 29-4-1 record was 
nothing to rave about. His only 
other title challenge, an 
International Boxing Feder .rion 
(IBF) bout against Tony Tucker in 
1987 had resulted in a 10 round 
loss. 

All Douglas had was a lot of 
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‘THE (FIRST) BATTLE 
OF THE LONG COUNT’ 


T HE oontroversey over the Douglas-Tyson fight, involving the 
referee’s long oount during a knockout, is by no means 
unique. In feet, the rematch between Jack Dempsey and Gene 
Tunney on September 82,1087, has historically been known 
as “The Battle of the Long Count’. 

The Manases Mauler, as Dempsey was known, was a fearsome, 
wonderful fighter—a highly skilled, remo rsele s s boner with a 
knuekliag puneh. A very fins nun too. But by the late 1820s 
Dempsey was slowing down~*«lmost a natural physical dsoline. 
But when he fought Tunney for the first time and lost, another 
reason emerged for his awkward and clumsy display. They said 
that Dempsey was leading too much off a good life, and was 
unbalanced by the break up with his manager, oaused by his 
marriage to movie actress Estelle Taylor. Almost coincidentally, 
the same reasons for Tyson’s Call from grace. 

But Dempsey was a better men, and trained harder for the 
rematch against Tunney. 

Prior to the fight it had been decided that. In the event of a 
knockout, the standing fighter must go to the farthest neutral 
corner before the count begsn. 

In the seventh round Dempsey knocked down Tunney but for 
some reason ignored referee Dave Barry’s instructions to go to a 
neutral comer. Eventually he did after 5*6 seoonds and it was 
then that Barry, began his oount—and Tunney was to rise at the 
oount of ‘nine’. The official timekeeper's dock had Tunney on the 
canvas for 14 seoonds while most newspapermen believed it was 
about 16-17 seoonds. But Dempsey was at fault and it was too late. 
Tunney got up, won the fight and ended Dempsey’s oareer. 


guts Uit'memoryot his ninthm 
and trainer John Johnson who 
had pieparcd a realistic game plan 
lor him 

Numbers did not lie m this case 
While Douglas landed 230 of his 
•i l 4 punches, Tyson connected 
101 of his J14 attempts But for 
the eighth round knock down 
sufft red due to momentary lapse*, 
Douglas dominated the fight all 
thewa> Never before has anyone 
«-ei Mike Tyson hold an opponent 
as he did in thi * bout 

Tyson's former tramei Kevin 
Rooney was ri ght when he said 
Tyson didn’t know what he was 
doing m the ring His slow start 
certainly built up Buster’s 
confidence Whilo Tyson waited 
for his big knock out punch, 
Douglas was piling up points 
round after round 

In the eighth round, Douglas 
relaxed tor a moment and Tyson 


1 felled him with a monumental 
uppei cut that very second 
Douglas got up at the count ol 
nine and the bell rang 
i announcing the end of the round 
As the Tyson camp would argue 
, later the referee was two seconds 


1 behind the time keeper's count It 
didn’t matter to them that the 
referee's pace of the count was the 
same after Tyson was floored in 1 
the 10th 

Instead of coming out smoking 
in the ninth, Tyson was a willing 
victim on the ropes In the 1 Otli 
round, Douglas battered him at 
will, before knocking him down at 
1 23 with a ferocious five punch 
combination , 

Millions watched in disbelief as 
he staggered on the canvas and 
searched for his mouth piece He | 
too got a long count but the * 

difference was that he could not 1 

balance himself on hie feet at the | 

I oountof 10 

, Yet, the score card of the judges 
j were as dismal as King's protest 
( Neither of the two Japanese ‘ 

judges had Douglas ahead Ken i 

1 Monta scored it 87-88 m favour of 1 

1 Tyson and Masakazu Uchida 
i scored it even at 80 Only the 
i American mdge I^irry Rozadilla 
! had Douglas ahead at 88 82 He 
I gave round 8 to Tyson and the 
others to Douglas 
imagine what the outcome 
| would have been had the bout 
gone all 12 rounds -Tyson would j 
have probably been the winner by 
, split decision The two Japanese 
judges must have been taking 
| pictures of the crowd, instead of 
| watching the tight,' commented 
1 Evunder Holyfield s manager Don 
Duva (Holyfield was to fight 
Tyson next) , 

s Conventional wisdom and the 
i ules of the sport say tliat the 
referees count is what matters t 

! The fighter is expected to follow 


STOP PRESS 


T YSON 's promoter Don King withdrew his protest over the referee * j mistake | 

and hod immediately began planning a rematch between Tyson and 
Douglas on June 18th, In Atlantic City. i 

The World Boxing Council has already recognised James Douglas as its 
champion and now mtty the World Boxing Association's confirmation is i 

awaited. (The International Boxing Federation was the first to officially 
recognise Douglas). , 

Evander Holyfield was til he the next contender for the heavyweight title, 1 

but apparently ht has agretd to step aside and take on the winner of the 
rematch. 

So James Douglas is then, officially, the new heavyweight champion of the 
world. 


tJttftrfftrt 

)'»M tUh’ta s uV'‘c Libraif 








his commands and counts. If the 
referee is wrong, why punish the 
fighter who won the bout hands 
down? What kind of fairness is 
that. Only in the kingdom of “con' 
King is it fair to punish the 
innocent 

While Tyson hid behind King 
and refused to come out to meet 
the press, King was manipulating 


: the WBA and WBC officials to | 
j announce their titles vacant 1 

i pending decisions by the 20th of I 
| the month. Only the U.S. based j 
International Boxing Federation ; 
( IBF) had the decency to declare ■ 
Douglas the champion. 

Initially it seemed as if WBA and ; 
WBC will declare Tyson their j 

champion or declare a 


SOME FAMOUS UPSETS 


! 1} June 13,1935. James 
Braddock defeated Max Baer 
at New York city. 15 round 
decision 

2) June 26,1959. Ingemar 
Johansson stopped Floyd 
Patterson at New York city. 
Third round 

3) February 25,1964. 

| Muhammad Ali stopped 
j Sonny Liston at Miami 
; Beach, Florida. Seventh 
round 


4) January 22,1973. 

George Foreman stopped 
Joe Frazier at Kingston, 
Jamaica. Second round 

5) October 30,1974. 
Muhammad Ali knocked out | 
George Foreman at 
Kinshasha, Zaire. Eight 
round 

6) February 15,1978. Leon 
Spinks defeated Muhammad 
Ali at Las Vegas. Fifteen 
round decision 


“nocontest", ordering a rematch. 
That is what King really is 
interested in. 

The alphabet associations (WBA 
and WBC) may yield to public 
opinion and declare Douglas the 
winner, but order a rematch That 
may not silence the cry for a 
federal investigation into the 
workings of the Mexico-based 
WBC and the Venezuela based 
WBA. A series of prolonged legal 
battles may precede a final 
resolution of the dispute. 

Whatever, the final snapshot 
from the 28 minutes and 23 
seconds will linger in history. A 
million replays of the long count 
administered to Douglas is not 
going to erase it. It is the image of 
a one-eyed Mike Tyson, groping 
for his mouth piece and then 
sticking it on the side of his 
mouth. 

The alphabet boys of WBA and 
WBC can put their belts back on 
Mike Tyson’s belly. But the 
hanging mouth piece will remain 
forever in his opponents' minds as 
the symbol of his mortality. 

George Thottmm 


S'*' 
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If Bruno proved him 
mortal. Douglas proved 
him beatable Was Mike 
Tyson tpurlureel here) 
cheated of the tight"' 
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ohit Brijnath takes a look 
t the Australian’s crazed 
assion for sport and 
h> groat contribution of the 
ledia to it. 



m USTRAUANS 
flB don't lose their 
H perspec t ive on 
JpB sport even at 
^L^^aneo’clock in 

™ mnmmg 

The Qantae jetliner pilot 

g niriing bf plW'f 
through the murky 
morning darkness 
drawled out a greeting 
over the address system 
“Ladies and gentlemen, 
welcome to Melbourne, 
Australia’s official 


candidate city for the 
1996 Olympic Games ’ 
The airport is no 
better Every time a 
flight is welcomed, or a 
departure called, the 
Olympus are 
mentioned Even the 


machines used to hoover 


the terminals’carpets 
are emblazoned with the 
1996 logo No one here 
obviously, is concerned 
with subtlety Everyone 
here obviously, is only 
concerned with sport 
Sport m Australia is 
not just the average 
man s opiate It is a 
national addiction To 
sit m front of the telly 
or at a stadium tin of 
beer firmly clasped, 
shirt flung off, in 
unquestionably the 
Australian’s definition 
of bliss 


Bar room 
conversation never 
deviates—it is primarily 
and only concerned with 
muscles, left jabs, high 
service tosses, penalty 
lacks, great footwork, 
exquisite timing That 
unknown stranger in 
the corner could easily 
become an instant mate, 
depending on his 
opinions on the latest 
footie match And 
although there is no 
data to substantiate it. 


Channel 7 1 * tennis 
reportage was 
Innovative but not too 
fancy 


perhaps even some 
mprriagsa are based on 
athletic p re f er enc es 
Why, even political 
nominees here are 
advised to display an 
affinity for some 
game simple logic 
really Like religion ui 
India, it is something 
that affects every 
Australian A good base 
for a election campaign 
And moreover, should a 
politician require both 
exposure and a crowd., a 
stadium is his best bet 
During the three 
weeks that I was there, * 

this was apparent 
Prune Minister Bob 
Hawke quite 
strategically at that, 
seemed to have his 
finger in every sporting 
pie First it waa cricket, 
where his personally 
selected P Ms XI took 
on the Pakistanis He I 

then flew from his 
capital Canberra to 
Melbourne to view the 
Australian Open tennis 
finals Having smiled I 

there sufficiently, he | 

jumped countries to 
New Zealand waved the 
yellow and green flag 
thumped fellow Aussie 
medal winners on the 
back, dined with others, 
and even did the odd bits 
of TV commentary | 

Now, was it merely a 
coincidence that a 
mid term March poll 
was being deliberated 
Down Under 9 More I 

millions would have 
watched him on 
television at these three 
events, then if he had 
swung a punch at 
Gorbachev at some 
unseen politician's 
convention 
The media plays an 
enormous role in this 
arear- it first creates the 
craving and then fuels 
it One incident which 
left me absolutely 
astonishedonmy 
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second day there servos 
as yet another reminder 
of Australia's priorities. 

When I nonchalantly 
asked my host David 
McMahon for the day's 
newspaper, the section 
he threw across had the 
Pakistan* Australia Test 
as its lead story, 
stretching right across 
the front page. 

Believing McMahon 
had made an inadvertent 
mistake, I said, “No, 1 
don’t want the sports 
section, 1 want the first 
and main section.” 

His reply was 
confounding, "That’s it." 

And that was truly it. 
Pour days in the week, 
(approximately) the 
front page lead story in 
any Australian paper la 
sport related 
Everything else, from 
pol it ic s , the economy, 
social issues, natural 
disasters takes a back 
seat. It is amazing, 
unbelievable. There is 
not another country in 
the world with which 
you can draw such a 

parallel. 

The sporta section is 
almost the yardstick of a 
paper's circulation, a 
rumour that caught my 
attention stated that 
Murdoch, the press 
baron, dismayed at the 
failure of one of his 
papers, doubled the 
aparts section and met 
with immediate sucoees. 
No wonder papers like 
the Sunday Age, far 
instance, have a 
mammoth 

38-page section devoted 
exclusively to sport 

The writing doee not 
have the incisiveness, 
depth and maturity 
found in the better 
American and British 
papers, but that doee not 
stop it from being 
readable and 
entertaining The prose 
is informal and relaxed. 


7a 


Another Imaga of 


green. Smiyuimw* 

Michatte Ford with hor 


ooincidsntally the two 
words that p rfectly 
sum-up the Australian. 

Their writing ie also, 
not surprisingly, highly 
ethnocentric—it is 
concerned primarily 
with Australia and 
Australians Any world 
sports news not 
involving the yellow and 
green is quickly 
ignored In five sports 
pages, Hadlee's 
record breaking 400th 
wicket was consigned to 
a few paragraphs in 
some unobtrusive 
comer. 

One of the dangers of 
this, more marked 
though on television, is 
that while exhorting 
their own, they tend to 
mask fine achievementa 
by other 

competitors ..and this 
masking often takes on 
a oantsmptoua air 

Television, of course, 
remains the Big Daddy. 
There are four (or is it 
five?) channels and the 
competition for coverage 
is terrific. 

In the 81 days I was 
there they collectively 
televised the Australian 
Open tennis, the 
Commonwealth Games, 
the Australia-Pakistan 
Test aeries, the Ironman 
triathlon series, a 
Victoria Football League 
(VFL) night game; the 
Australia-Franoe Davis 
Cup tie, hone racing, 
harness racing, an 
international Yacht 
race, a soccer game 
between the Aussie 
Sooceroos and Soviets, 
the Super Bowl live from 
America and the odd 
golf game. Phew! 

Channel 7 (tennis) and 
Channel O (cricket. 



Commonwealth Games) 
were engaged in fierce 
battle over technological 
gimmicks and 
oommentary style— 
Channel 9 having the 
edge in both anas, but 
any non-Australian 
would be appalled at 
their jingoistic 
reporting of the Games. 

7 sports’tennis 
coverage was a 
treat...innovative but 
not too fancy. Apart 
from the »«i»i cameras, 
they used ttn extremely 
high, nearly overhead 
camera to produce a new 
angle of play, ends 
small lease at the base of 
the net to give a 
stunning view of a 
player advancing to 
volley. They took the 

journeys through, and 
beyond the National 
Tennis Center, once even 
recreating a finalists 
long and nervous walk 
from the looker room to 









*— r. 

Center Court. '' ' 

man Hugh Molvaney 
wap djifsfcpj smooth and 
erroneous, but bad an 
interesting team that 
included former players 
ABanBtone, Cliff 
Drysdale, John 
Alexander and John 
Barrett. 

But Channel 9’s 
cricket remains 
unsurpassable.. .their 
commentary team, led 
by Richie Benuad, are 
throughly professional. 


knowledjgreahband 
highly entertaining, 

' They experimented 
with tip 

camera-in-the-stump 
oonoept this season, and 
even though it requires 
a few modifications, it 
looks a sure winner. 

Considering Channel 
9s scrupulously fiur 
cricket commentators, it 
was strange to find their 
Commonwealth Games 
talk boys indulge 
themselves with some 
terribly biased and 


prejudiced reporting. 
When an 

Australian won it was as 
if sanctioned by Qod. 
and if he lost there was 
bound to be an excuse. I 
remember one 
particular pieoe of 
conversation during a 
boxing bout that 
astonished me. In the 


Cricket as usual was 
Channel 9’s 
domain—and as usual 
they were the best 



* 


early part of the first 
round, while the 
c ommen tators were 
close to anointing their 
boxer as the next Ali, the 
Australian was hit hard 
by his opponent and 
forced to take a standing 
count. The commentary 
went like this: 

A Can you believe it, 
our boy X is taking a 
standing count? 

B—No. I can’t believe 
it! 

A—Yes, I agree he 
couldn’t have been 
looking. 

They obviously 
function within no 
limitations, for even the 
Prime Minister got a 
kick in the butt. After a 
stint in the commentary 
box at the bowling 
green. Bob Hawke's 
departure was met with 
these words. “It was 
good of Bob to drop by, 
but truly, he doesn't 
know a.... about bowls". 
Terribly discourteous. 

However, it was 
merely an insignificant 
blot on an otherwise 
marvellous three weeks 
of high-tech, high 
quality television 
broadcasting. 

And lastly, to the 
Australian people’s 
great credit, despite 
their fanaticism for 
sport and unabashed 
devotion to their clubs or 
whatever, violenoeand 
thuggery, unlike 
England, are still 
unusual and infrequent 
oocuranoes at sporting 
events. It is a true love 
then, this one. 

Perhaps then, no 
oountry, or rather no 
city. deserves the 
Olympics more than 
Melbourne. I will be 
there hopefully, with a 
beer in my hand, and my 
shirt off. To celebrate 
sport In a oountry that 
worships it. 
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Chrtssleand 
Jfmbo: many 
happy 
returns? 


AN 

EMOTIONAL 

BAN 

B OBBY Robson has 
been bringing: ab¬ 
out sea changes 
in the ranks of the 
English footballers 
who are all set to do 
duty for Queen and 
country in Italy 

Apart from laying 
down stringent do’s 
and dont's m matters 
dealing with soccer 
he has also taken oon 
trol of their emotions 

“No more kissing 
hugging and jump¬ 
ing on the gnalscor- 
er," said Robson“This 
kind of thing is reg 
ularly seen on TV and 
only serves to incite 
the wrath of the spec 
tators and leads to 
violence ” It is bad for 
the game, for the fane 
and dangerous too I 
don t want to discour 


IS THIS 
LOVE AGAIN 



R omance never 
dies Chns Evert 
and Jimmy Con¬ 
nors are coming 
together again The 
toast of the tennis cir¬ 
cuit, Evert now re 
tired and Connors the 
oldest man on the 
tour are both happily 
married to other peo¬ 
ple But they’ll soon 
be reunited —as TV 
commentators 
“We’ve known each other a long time and I'm 
looking forward to working with him,’ Evert 
said Jimmy is confident that they’ll make a 
good team too “If we don’t feel comfortable 
with each other then there’s something 
wrong,” he said So here’s looking at you two 
in the idiot box 


A HURDLE 
AT A TIME 

R OGER Kingdom, 
easily the best 
hurdler m this 
day and age and has a 
world record to show 
for it was accorded 
the 1990 Jesse Owens 
International Award 

The award is pre¬ 
sented annually to an 
athlete, who best per 
sonifies excellence in 
athletic peiformances 
and promotes sincere 
co operation and 
understanding 
among peoples of all 
nations Kingdom 
who broke the hur¬ 
dles world record m 
Zurich Switzerland, 
clocking 12 92 
seconds, was almost 
an undisputed choice 




age enthusiasm but a 
< ongratulatory pat on 
the back and well 
done is enough, said 
Robson But what s 


going to happen to 
the team when the 
fans incite them 9 And 
we all know how the 
Brit fans are 


Bobby Robeon'a 
emotional 
check on 
the players 
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LURING 

USHA? 

P *T. USHA hon¬ 
oured in China! 
That is the 
truth, for our ‘Golden 
Girl’ has been selected 
by the China Sports 
Press Association as 
one of the 10 best 
sports persons in Asia 
in 1989. 

The £pfts, consist¬ 
ing of an artistic 
Chinese tea set and 
tray along with cer¬ 
tificates were given to 
the Indian Embassy 
to be sent across to 
TJsha. 

Usha, here in India 
is facing a dilemma 
whether to continue 
her athletic career or 
bow to her parents 
wishes and opt for 
matrimony. This has 
also been keenly re¬ 
ported in the Chinese 
rags. Is all this pub¬ 
licity in aid of Usha 
taking part in the 
forthcoming Asiad? 
Usha knows best. 
Maybe she’ll finally 
get the Padmashri 
she so craves for. 



T ESSA Sanderson, 
the Common¬ 
wealth Games 
javelin gold medalist 
has quit the athletics 
scene on quite a sour 
note. 

Tessa, at the time of 
announcing her re¬ 
tirement launched a 
stinging attack on 
her long standing 
javelin rival Fatima 
Whitbread. The 
reason? Whitbread 
and her mother had 
been coaching her 
rival, Australian Sue 

Tessa parts with a 
stinging attack 


TESSA'S LAST PITCH 



Howland “I couldn’t 
believe that they 
would help someone 
who was an oppo¬ 
nent,” she said. There 
were others in the En¬ 
glish team who could 
have benefited from 
that kind of help.” 
she added. 

Furthermore, How¬ 
land it seems had 
been accused of tak¬ 
ing drugs earlier. So 
it seems as if Tessa’s 
outburst was justi¬ 
fied. Farewell Tessa 
and let bygones be 
bygones, you still 
have the gold medal. 












F irst assignments 
are a pain in 
the well, neck 
That s me, the 
rookie of the magazine 
who thinks that way 
But m this magazine, so 
1 am told, this is my 
baptism and thus it is 
unavoidable 
The boss tells me oil 
February the first —th¬ 
ese are his words, “Rob 
Lowe (nothing to do 
with the Hollywood sex 
symbol, unfortunately) 
you are going to Bom 
bay on assignment 
These are the stones you 
are going to do " Sure 1 
said 1 mean I am capable 
of doing anything, am I 
not 7 1 go out of the mom 
and do a quick jig to 
announce my happi 
ness Then 1 enter and 
say, “So when am 1 
going 7 ” 

I am approaching 
Calcutta airport, it’s 
February the second, the 
place is crawling with 
cops Hell, this is where 
the fun starts “ Sahib 
ltna police kahcka° 
Thai’s the taximan 1 
dnnt know, 1 say Ten 
metres from the airport, 
my queries are 
answeied Welcome 
Prime Mmistei V P 
Singh to Call utta That s 
just what 1 need 

Flight was supposed 
to leave at eight a m It’s 
i 10 30 am Hey' I’m in 
the plane you know 7 
Only problem is I'm still 
at Dum L)um airport So 
I m having fun, believe 
me 1 I mean il racking 
your brains and your 
imagination and think 
ing up fancy invectives 
at the airport officials, 
security etal is fun, then 
I'm having a ball 

February the third 1 
wake up to a new day in 
as Kemo Fernandes puts 
it Bombay City Head 
feels kinda groggy 
-courtesy the waim 
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welcome accorded to me 
by my friends there 
O K Robin get your act 
together. 1 tell myself 
and get on the job 

February the 
fourth. I'm at the Tnath 
Ion -I’m covering il you 
see, things are going 
real smooth, too smooth 
as I found out, some- 
tiling funny was bound 
to happen Harsh (he’s 
the hot-shot photo 
grapher) and me part 
ways Four-thirty, w« 
agree to meet at Palm 
Grove hotel 

It’s two-thirty on the 
same day, the phone 
rings-very ominously, 
1 feel Hello err, hi The 
conversation went thus 
“I’m Harsh’s friend, I 
have been instructed by 


him to inform you that 
he's got heat stroke so 
he can’t make it today 
He says he’s sorry Heh, 
heh, too much of an easy 
life you know ” Click 
the line got cut. no 
actually 1 had put the 
phone down The rest of 
the evening went by in a 
daze 

Monday, February 
fifth I am still looking 
for a photographer 
Have to meet Dara Singh 
(that guy scares the hell 
out of me) Earlier he 
had accepted my apolo¬ 
gies with a grunt cos’ I 
had ditched him Today 1 
have another appoint¬ 
ment with him Bumped 
into another lensman 
who goes by the name of 


y 




m 



Dhanesh Thakkar This 
gu.y is quite a concept 
He should be preserved 1 
lie agrees to do the 
assignment, however 

We’re zipping down 
Marine Drive on a con¬ 
traption that looks like a 
scooter Dhanesh 
speaks, “Yeb gan kaafi 
naya bai, chalta bbi 
bahut accha” Yeah, 1 
know The next sound 
that followed went some¬ 
thing like this phut, 
phut, phut I thought 
Dhanesh was faster, 
"Petrol khatam bo gaya 
hai, koi baat nabi thoda f 
ageja ke leh lebngv ” All 
this in one breath* This 
guy is as cool as a 
cucumber 

Tank full of petrol, 
what followed was a 
guided tour of Bombay, 
lanes, bylanes, the 
works We finally 
reached Juhu and Dara 
Singh’s place We were 
already late and we saw 
the familiar sight ol 
Ilanuman oops Dara 
Singh coming out of his 
office I went opto him 
and smiled, he beat me 
to it, “Bahut den ho 
gaya hat aaj nahi ” he 
was adamant You do 
not argue with such peo¬ 
ple So I left Before I 
was heaved out that is 

Tuesday, February 
sixth, saw a very tired 
rookie journalist sitting 
on the plane to Calcutta 
“Going to Calcutta 7 ” 
asked a foreigner Hee, 
hee. hee, I giggled at 
him like a demented 
idiot, a manic look on 
my face, “No, I’m going 
home ” Next thing 1 saw 
was the air hostess 
changing his seat, hee, 
bee, hee 

The plane took off, 1 
was normal again I 
had somebody waiting 
for me back home It 
was fun Salaam 
Bombay 
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Cricket Test 
matches between 
India and Pakistan 
were resumed in 1978 
to promote goodwill 
and better 
understanding 
between the two 
countries. More than 
11 years later, the 
experiment appears 
to have failed. Each 
series now fosters 
more animosity than 
peace. 


RIDE«a PREJUDICE 



And now the trouble 
has spread to hockey. 
In the Asia Cup in New 
Delhi and the recent 
World Cup in Lahore, 
players of the touring 
sides were targets 
for abuse and stones. 

Since there is 
nothing but contempt 
for the sportsmen of 
the rival countries, the 
question is: Is it high 
time we stopped 
playing sport with jA 
each other? 
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6 The Indian hookey team,*'' 
during the Lahore World 
Cup, wu abused and attacked 
with stone* The Indian cricket 
team last year had suffered a 
similar fate in Pakistan. Mudar 
Patherya debates whether it 
makes any sense to play sport 
with each other Plus Andy 
O’Brien reports from Lahore 
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4gfl The cream of world 
19 hookey gathered In Lahore 
to fight It out for Dbe World Cup. 
The buttle* have been fought tooth 
and nail, and the semifinalists 
hove b ee n decided—Holland, 
Australia. West Germany and 
Pakistan are still standing. India? 
Andy O'Brien fills us In from 
Lahore. 


ACI OoooaallYes, that’s theory 
HW one likes to hear from the 
crowd. Unfortunately, it doesn't 
happen too often these days and 
FIFA, soccer’s governing body, 
are oonoerned about it. FIFA have 
now stepped up the hunt for goals 
so that we, the spectators, can 
enjoy the action more. That 
should be fun! Read all about it. 


"FIS Michael Chang l» the new 
I V teenage, tennis whis ldd. 
And no one knows his secrete 
better than his father Joe Chang; 
one of the reasons for Michael's 
motivation. Joe telle it like it is, 
straight from the hip, to Paul Fein. 











BY MUDAR PATHERYA 


est matches between India and 
Pakistan were resumed in 1978 to 
promote goodwill and better 
understanding between the two 
countries. More than 11 years later, the 
experiment appears to have proved a 
failure. Each series now fosters more 
animosity than peace. 

The Asia Cup in New Delhi and the World 
Cup in Lahore recently saw the players of 
both sides being targetted for abuse and 
stones. 

Since there is nothing but contempt for the 
sportsmen of the rival countries, the 
question is: Is it high time we stopped 
playing sport with each other? 



N OW that the 
cricket series 
against 
Pakistan 
is behind us. 
the timing is 
appropriate to ask: Was 
it worth it? More 
specifically, has the 
experiment of using 
Test matches to reduce 
friction and promote 
goodwill between India 
and Pakistan succeeded? 

At the risk of making 
it sound abrupt, I don’t 
think so. The more 
sporting (read 
cricketing) exchanges 
we have between the two 
countries, the more 
reasons one gets to 
advocate, that maybe it 
wouldn't be too bad an 
idea if the matches are 
stopped. The more we 
play each other, the 
more tension is 
generated The fears of 
communal skirmishes 
erupting in India arise, 
and an element of hate is 
fostered on both sides of 
the barbed wire. 

Test cricket between 
India and Pakistan has 
never promoted any 
goodwill. Instead each 
series has been, reduced 
to an attempt at 
one-upmanship 
whatever the means; 
reduced to showing the 
other country in poor 
light however you may 
doit. 

It’s time we called this 
experiment off. It’s time 
we stopped playing each 
other. And it's time we 
gave peace a chance. 

The author first toured 
Pakistan with Sunil 
Gavaskar’s team in 
1982-83 even before hi* 
twentieth birthday. He has 
flown across the bonier on 
four occasions since, 
•pending considerable time 
fat Pakistan and, in his own 
wonts, ‘been through the 
thick of every major 
township in 

Pakistan—except Quetta 
and Bahawalpur. 


STARTED ON 
THE WRONG 
FOOT IN 1973 


India and Pakistan 
resumed cricket 
relations between 
themselves after 18 
years on the wrong foot 
in 1978. It was done 
ostensibly to bring the 
peoples of the two 


That 1978 series did 
not sail through without 
controversy. Bedi 
ordered his batsmen in 
and conceded the 
Sahiwal one-day 
international in protest. 
Bedi argued that Sarfraz 
deliberately bowled 
bouncers to Vishwanath 
just when it was 
becoming evident that 
Pakistan was going to 
lose. The umpires, he 



countries closer, and 
there you had the Indian 
captain, Bishen Bedi, 
complaining that his 
boys were spied on, the 
telephones were bugged 
and the overall playing 
environment was so 
hostile that, not 
surprisingly, his side 
lost 0-2. Experiment 
One had failed. Only, no 
one was admitting it. 


Shakoor Rana has, in the 
eyes of many Indians, 
played a major role In the 
worsening of 
India—Pakistan cricket 
relations 

insisted, were partial in 
not declaring the 
deliveries as no-balls. 
Bedi later confessed that 
he was so disgusted by 
this stage of the tour 
that he wanted to return 


to India immediately. 
but an urgent telephone 
conversation with the 
then Indian Prime 
Minister, Morarjee 
Desai, convinced Bedi to 
change his mind. 
However reluctantly. 

The series went its 
dismal way for India and 
later, Bedi admitted that 
it was a difference of 
attitudes between the 
two sides that accounted 
for India's loss. India 
went to Pakistan hyped 
on emotions of goodwill 
and better 
understanding; 

Pakistan treated each 
Test as a 'jehad'. Their 
intensity to win was 
naked that their fielders 
used extremely 
provocative language on 
the field, bringing the 
enti re scenario to a stage 
where you began to 
wonder, whether the 
overall motive was 
primary, incidental or a 
non-factor. The stress 
on ‘friendship’, 
‘brotherhood’ and ‘new 
era’ became increasingly 
irrelevant when you had 
spectators in Karachi 
and Lahore chanting 
‘ Naara-e-takbeei J (a 
Muslim rallying cry) 
and Mushtaq 
Mohammed making a 
desperate plea on 
television to Muslims all 
over the world to pray 
that we win this Test’. 


1979410 


When Pakistan 
returned that visit in 
1979-80, the reception 
was warm, the 
hospitality lavish and 
the interest 
considerable. And 
yet... Asif Iqbal was 
guarded in his 
comments about the 
umpiring but did not go 
out of his way to 
compliment them either 
Sikandar Bakht was 








more fort right and 
kicked a stump out m 
disgust at Kanpur One 
of their commentators 
Iftikhar Ahmed said 
“No team can win 
against India m India 
Their umpiring is 
diabolical' Majid Khan 
reserved dignified 
intelligent and 
articulate was quoted in 
a Calcutta paper that 
Pakistan would beat the 
same Indian side 5 0 if it 
cared to come over for a 
Test senes across the 
border iwith whose help 
was not mentioned) 


|| 1982-83 


And coming to think 
of it, Pakistan did 
almost exactly that the 
next time the two 
countries met Pakistan 
was easily the bettei 
team in 1982 83 Its rout 


of India was complete 
(3-0) and yet there were 
murmurs Indian 
Manager Fatehsmgh 
Kao Gaekwad flew back 
to India midway—one 
whisper was that he 
returned to discuss the 
umpiring problem first 
hand with the BCC1, 
while the other indicated 
that his presence at a 
business meeting was 
crucially required Not 
much later, we had a 
prominent Indian 
official (now dead) 
issumg a statement that 
he sympathised with our 
cricketers who were 
playing 13 Pakistanis 
During the senes, 
Gavaskar confided lo the 
Indian press that 
Sarfraz kept getting 
away with no-balls from 
debutant umpire 
Shakeel Khan’s end and 
wondered what the hell 


it was that made the ball 
swing alarmingly 
immediately after the 
tea and drinks breaks, 
especially when 
Pakistan was fielding 
We knew what he was 
trying to get at 
Returning from this 
deserved Waterloo, the 
average Indian reaction 
was Didn’t their 
umpues do us m 9 ' and 
‘Obviously India can't 
have been to blame foi 
all those lbw’s and 
‘Amai nath was clearly 
not out but ' Obviously 
the propaganda 
machinery had been 
working overtime while 
the team was getting 
beaten in Pakistan 
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The return series 
seven months later 
turned out to be a 


non-event in a certain 
sense The first Test was 
interrupted by ram, the 
second at Jalandhar 
produced a yawn of a 
draw and the Nagpur 
Test appeared to yield a 
result, until as some 
say Zaheerputthe 
brakes on Pakistan’s 
chances of a victory and 
went home with a drawn 
senes The senes was 
easily forgettable 
The only as-tei isk lor 
the man with a social eye 
for detail was Zabeei s 
insistence that tnc 
to be-drawn Bangalore 
Test be abandoned as 
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It’s time we 
stopped playing 
each other. And 
it'.-' time we yave 
peace a chance. 


soon as the tenth 
mandatory over was 
bowled, and the equally 
ngid interpretation by 
the umpires that t he 
game continue until 
both sides agreed to (all 
itolt 

The catch was on 
both India would have 
piefei red to wait till 
Gavaskai got his 
centui y (he was m the 
HOb then) but Zaheer 
was annoyed enough to 
load his loam oft We 
are not playing tins Test 
for the bt nefit 'it out 
man s landmark he 
defended The police 


T HE harassment of India’s teams in 

Pakista n and Pakistan’s teams in India no 
longer seems to be an exception Rather the 
trend 

Throughout India’s 1880 tour of Pakistan, 
spectators displayed anti-India slogans at the 
grounds Things cams to a climax during the 
Karachi one-day international 
In apparent retaliation, the Pakistani 
hockey team whioh played in the Delhi Asia 
Cup a few daye later, had to face banners, 
slogans and even stones from a section of the 
crowd 

A Pakistani lady, on the flight to Lahore 
with me the other day. commented, "You 
greeted our players with stones We shall 
welcome you with flowers” Even she had 
underestimated the prevailing sentiment 
But whereas the protests were over the Babn 
Masjid-Ram Janmabhoomi problem the last 
time, this tune it is the Kashmir issue If this 
badla syndrome does not end it may lead to the 
end of sporting visits between the two 
countries 

From Andy 0*Brian. I,«Iiihv 


commissioner and the 
KSCA secretary on the 
other hand alerted him 
of the possible crowd 
fury if the match was 
abbreviated Eventually 
Zaheer relented trooped 
his weary side out of the 
dressing loom, bowled a 
few more over s gave 
Gavaskar his 28th Test 
century said thank you 
(not Jvery much, and 
walked off again for the 
second time m 15 
minutes The Pakistanis 
were not pleased and 
showed it Gavaskar and 
Zaheer may have been 
gieat friends but when it 
came to India playing 
Pakistan neither 
i yi< Ided 


Bui even that me ident 
at its woi st was only a 
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THE GROUNDSMAN AS THE VILLAIN! 



| PTlhe man you see 

X stooping in the 
picture is Baaheer, 
the groundsman for a 
couple of Tests 
during the senes 
| between India and 
Pakistan last year He 
stored a controversy 
of his own during the 
third Test at 
Faisalabad The 
Indian team on an 
earlier-than-uaual 
visit to the ground 
one morning 
discovered much to 
their chagrin that our 
friend was tampering 
with the wicket 
beyond the area of the 
popping crease And 
the covers, which 
normally oame off at 


the nuclear explosion of 
1984 Aftei the Lahore 
Test had been saved with 
Mohmdei Amarnath 
scoring one of the f most 
fighting centuries by an 
Indian, Gavaskar went 
berserk He issued a 
pi ess statement that 
needs to be reproduced 
m detail “It's a miraJe 
this Test match has been 
saved despite the best 
efforts of the umpires 
Before embarking on 
thus tout. I had prepaied 
myself for close 
decisions against us 
But what happened m 
this Test is beyond me * 

“I was reluctant so fai 
to say anything on 
umpiring because 
umpires are human 
beings Human beings 
are certainly prone to 
error But in this 
(Lahore Test) case, it 
was not just a question 
of mistakes We got the 
impression that this was 
all pre-planned and 
pre-determmed 
“1 know these are 


8 am when Pakistan 
was batting, covered 
the wicket till 9 am, 
allowing for more 
moisture to be 
retained The Indian 


strong words I had not 
said anything on 
umpiring on this torn 
previously although 
right from Quetta we 
have had some appalling 
decisions against us 
Indian cricket s 
interests are much more 
dear to me than 
diplomacy Indian 
cricket lovers who are 
not m a position to 
watch television should 
know what we are up 
against ’ 

The Telegraph, 
Calcutta, m a strong 
editorial concluded that 
‘It must be hard to face 
umpires who probably 
want to get even for the 
1971 war ' To all ol us 
sitting even m the press 
box at Lahore the 
umpiring had definitely 
looked suspicious For 
example, Gaekwad 
played forward, missed 
the ball hit his pad but 
he was given out 
caught When Gaekwad, 
stunned, took his time to 
walk back to the 


explanation was that 
this would have made 
batting difficult 
The Indian team 
lodged a Written 
protest to the BCCP 


pavilion Miandad asked 
him to XXXXotf 
Gaekwad turned 
around The 
conversation went a few 
sentences further 
Eventually the umpire 
had to separate the two 

It was that 1984 senes 
which institutionalised 
the role of the Pakistani 
umpires at least in the 
minds of the Indi a n 
public You asked any 
kid m India about that 
series and he told you 
what he thought about 
the role played by 
Messers Ranaand 
Hayat you merely 
mentioned umpiring at 
a Calcutta cocktail party 
and you found yourself 
at the recieving end of a 
half-an-hour 
uninterrupted 
monologue Thoef 
cheats ' it invariably 
went 

By now the Indian 
conclusions were quite 
crystallised—the 
Pakistanis would stoop 
to any level to win 




Ba*ha#r,th» 
groundsman who was 
caught (supposedly) hi 
the sell 

Imran threatened to 
pull out of the senes 
if the Indians 
continued with 
allegations of a petty 
nature “If he had 
wanted to oheat, then 
why did we appoint 
neutral umpires in 
the first placer* he 
argued 

The eventual fallout 
of this incident was 
that Baaheer was 
banished to Lahore 
immediately to save 
himself and the BCCP 
from further 
embarrassment 


Doctor then pitches and 
instruct then umpues 
and whatever else they 
found eff« tive The 
point is not whether 
these theories wei e 
lustified oi not l lie 
tragedy is that within 
six years of reviving 
cncket betwen the two 
countries they weie 
being made at all 




Onto 1986 87 for 
Pakistan’s tour of this 
country Indians often 
argue how impeccable 
we are as hosts, how the 
environment for playing 
the game is so liberal 
and how the paying 
public is knowledgeable 
and unbiased This 
series exposed that line 
of thinking as absolute 
nonsense 

Let us see what Imran 
Khan has to write about 
the tour m his book AM 
Round View “When we 
arrived for play on the 
scheduled thud day 










| (Jaipur Teat), which 
| followed the rest day, we 
I tound that overnight 
I rain had seeped under 
covers There were 
| patches on one side of the 
1 pitch just on a good 
length for a left-arm 
spinner The Indian 
cricket authorities 
wanted us to play but 
I the umpires agreed that 
the pitch was not fit to be 
| played on according to 
the rule whereby it has 
to be in the same 
condition as it was on 
the close of play on the 
day before On the 
fourth day the umpires 
were ovt rruled and the 
match i estarted on a 
pitch that had not yet 
1 ec ovei ed suffu lently 
The admmiatratoi s did 
not want to make it 
obvious that the 
covenng Jdulmes weie 
not up to 1 est standard 
Wp made a wi ittpn 
protest but it was 
overruled There was 
nothing mart we< ould 
do because Genei al Zia 
w.ts v siting Jaipur as 
par tot las (ticket 
diplomacy an attempt 
to del use tension 
between the two 
countries 

Woi se was to iollow m 
t he next 1 est The 
Ahmedabad crowd was 
fiercely anti Pakistani 
throughout the match 
On the fourth day some 
of the Pakistan fielders 
were stoned and I had to 
take the team off the 
field We were able to 
lesume play aftei a 
70 minute stoppage 
only because the 
Pakistani deep fielders 
put on helmets to protect 
themselves against 
stone throwing by the 
crowd A few Pakistani 
fielders sulfered gashes 
on their hands and had 
to be rushed off for 
first aid treatment 


.V ''- 

' V- •.-'-V . . i..; • ■-*> 


THE WORST OF INDIA 
AND PAKISTAN 

T AKh a good look at tilt two pit. t u i es Om 
was shot m India (Ahiiiedabad) 1987 and 
the othei m Pakistan (Sialkoti 1989 They 
lepresont the woi st both countries liavc had to 
offei through spor’ 

The picture atx we shows Wasm Akram 
weaiung a helmet The picture was taken when 
Akram was fi< lding on boundary lme 1 he 

helmet was intended to protet t him not as 
much from the ball as ti om the stones that the 
spectatois kept throw mg at the Pakistan 
fielders The game was mu i r upted for more 
than an houi 

Tlie bottom picture may not look as bad as the 
ones wo carried of the infamous Karachi 
one day international But when you consider 
that the oi gam set s defended their not pulling 
down the banner you will understand why 
sport between the two countries has become a 
mere vehicle to* political and religious 
propoganda 
M.P. 
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Which brings us to the 
series in Pakistan last 
November During its 
course we kept telling 
ourselves that it couldn’t 
have taken place at a 
more critical time with 
communal killings in 
India, especially Bihar 
all it would take for 
some officious Pakistani 
politician to trigger 
controversy was a public 
statement that he was 
concerned with what 
was happening to the 
Muslims in India And il 
that was not provocative 
enough, there was 
always the 
Jammat-i-Islami, 
capable of stirring 
trouble over the Babri 
Masgd issue 
It was this combined 
propaganda that 
pursued the Ind-an team 
wherever it went And 
manifested at the venues 
in various forms In the 
Karachi Test for 
example, a spectatoi 
jumped the fence (where 
was the police 0 ), walked 
up to Arshad Ayub and 
asked him what being a 
Muslim was he doing 
playing for ’Hindu India’ 
against Pakistan 0 That 
done he turned to 
Snkkanth and attempted 
to punch the Indian 
captain (what 
far reaching measures 
would Imran have 
taken had a politically 
motivated spectator 
sneaked up and given 
him a kick on his 
backside at the Eden 
Gardens I wonder 
Called the tour off° 
Possibly 1 ) 

If that incident was 
played down by the 
touring media the 
reasons were many A 
certain responsibility 
was advocated by some 
m view of the delicate 
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Picture l.The 


convinced tlist Rlzwsn 
has caught Qmikir. 
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not svan bothered to 
look at tho umpire. But 
Imran (right) to 
beg inni ng to have hta 


Picture 2. Imran's cep 
he* come off. The face 

rVMUl IhUtfftDW. 

Qnslm (bowler) appear* 
to be asking the umpire 
to consult ms coNeague 
at square log. 

Picture 3. Even the 
nor ma by Impassive 
Imran is arguing! 

Picture 4. Iqbal Qasim 
cant beWeve It. He was 
convicad he had 
Oavaakar caught—only 
the umpire wasn't! 

communal balance back 
home Others went 
along with manager 
Chandu Borde’s official 
(and naive) statement 
that the intruder was 
only a misunderstood 
enthusiast wanting to 
congratulate Kapii Dev 
on his hundredth Test 
match 
If after that 
disgraceful incident 
spectators found it a 
bttle difficult to get 
beyond the barbed 
fencing, it certainly 
didn't stop them from 
shouting pro-Khaliatan 
slogans in Faisalabad, 
throwing an assortment 
of stones and fruit on 


our fielders in Sialkot, 
and finally topping it 
w ith a banner which 
read “We protest 
against the construction 
of a mandir on the site of 
the Babri Masjid ” 

That particular 
banner. m fact, became 
the subject of a heated 
aigument between this 
writer and the 
organising secretary of 
the Sialkot Test Initially 
he denied there had even 
been any such banner 1 
Later, he defended the 
organisers, saying there 
was nothing they could 
do had they posted 
policemen at the 
entrance to screen 
spectators and their 
belongings, there would 
have been a near-not 
had they sent the police 
into the stands to 
confiscate the offending 
banner there would also 
have been a near-riot 
Catch-22, he argued 
I didn t win much 
moral support from my 
colleagues m the press 
with my stubborn 
insistence that leaving 
the stands unpoliced 
was terribly nsky If a 
spectator could jump the 
fence and grapple with 
Snkkantb m Karachi, 
what guarantee was 
the”** that there 
wouldn't be a stray 


0 1n this context of tll-feeling on both 
sides of the border, the respective 
media must shoulder their shore 
afthe blame. If you are a Pakistani 
journalist reporting the series in 
India and should your 
despatches be 'balanoed' (i e. no 
blatant anti-India stance emerging), you run 
the risk of being labelled ‘anti-national’ in your 
country. Anti-jingoism equals unpatnottsm, 
equals being ‘Pro-India’ If the balanoed 
reporter is Indian then, Qod help him, he 1 b 
denounced as a traitor and a pro-Pakistani. 

Considering that few Indian journalists have 
the guts to be identified by their 
uncompromising viewpoints, the majority of 
opinionated literature that journalists 
despatch is, not surprisingly, pro-home 
One came aoroes a disgusting incident of 
this kind from a journalist, ofa leading Indian 
weekly, compiling a trivia column on 
personalities, 

She picked on Imran for doubting the 
legality of Manoj Prabhakar’s bowling action. 
This ia what she wrote “Look at it this way. 
You are a Pakistani playing India on home 
ground, but because this time there are 
neutral umpires, the Indians are playing 
rather well. What do you do? Option one: you 
invade ths pitch, stone the Indians and blame 
it aU on Ram Janmabhoonu. This is, as we all 
know, the Avmmi-auit equivalent of ‘rain 
stopped play 1 . Option two: you aocuseatop 

font fan hnular of ;hnrtlrinfl> > and uhlimBai th» 

Allow has bstn Along it oil no*-. Hu;*! to * 
btksvsfrtJotfciail. Ask Imrsn who «ws, gfcfci* 
filinpr-fl P’rr^tvrjfrrf. that, he ’s 

watobbd video* end think he's 
shocking. M Fine. But why didn't the umpire* „ 


HOW THE MEDIA IS 













iLSO TO BLAME 


notice? “Because they were neutral umpires,” 
■ays Khan sourly Precisely * 

The slant of this item more-than hinted at 
Imran’s (supposed) jingoism Yet the irony is 
that even Indian journalists confessed that 
there was definitely a kink in Prabhakar’s 
action, in fact even cricketers on the Rami 
circuit have complained privately that 
Prabhakar chucks the faster one Would you 
accuse those Ranp cricketers of being 1 
anti-national? 

lb sum it up, when you have the journalist 
of a leading national publication propagating 
the argument of Imran’s jingoism at a 
weekend social gathering, the range of the 
viewpoint is limited But ae soon as you write 
about it, the impact is altered You now have 
readers, a majority of them ignorant about the 
game, jumping to conclusions and 
denouncing- the Pakistan captain as an 
absolute cheat' 

I use another instance to prove my point 
Srikkanth was given out leg before to Sarfraz 
at Hyderabad (Sind). 1982 83 The batsman 
hesitated, then walked back Immediately, the 
correspondent of a vernacular Indian daily, 
sitting behind the widish long-off boundary 
exclaimed "Worst deoiaion of the series'’ 

From his position it was impossible to 
confirm whether the ball would have miaeed 
the stumpe or not But there you are the 
reporter had spoken, and one suspects the 
point was made with authority in his despatch 
to a waiting readership of 2,oo 000 in India 
the next morning And the sample reaction at 
breakfast tables in our oountry? ‘These bloody 

Pakie, ."—what else’ 

VIA 


communal lunatic 
waiting to throw a brick 
on an Indian fielder in 
the next match 9 Or a 
firecracker A petrol 
bomb ()r e ven fire a 
shot 

Vulnerabihtv to ai 
attempted assault lIi v s 
what I was t y'ng t > 
uonvev What it sonu one 
had ac tually fired on 
sav 1 endulkaj 9 Could 
you have blamed the 
avei age Indian if he 
indie ted the whole of 
Paaistan ioi one 
inc idpnt oi lunacy 9 
Would our share of 
fundamentalist s and 
(ommunalists have 
spared Pakistan the 
l eaultmg 
r mbar i assment 9 

I stress this joint 
txx ause something 
nearly as dangerous 
transpired in the 
Karachi one day 
international that 
followed Stones were 
thrown the police 
intervened using tear 
gas and the match was 
abandoned 

However the damage 
had been done 
Pakistan s diplomatic 
corps m Delhi was 
summoned by the VP 
Singh government s 
revelant ministry to 
apprise them that India 
didn t approve of what 


had been perpetrated on 
its cricketers in 
Karachi I even heat da 
few Indians say ’I*n, them ! 
comr here and we 11 I 
show them Vengeance' . 

And one didn t have to 
wait long for a prac tic al 
demonstiation The 
Pakistan hockey team 
then in India for the 
Asia Cup went out of its 
way to establish a 
rapport with the crowd 
and create a favourable 
impression They did a 
lap oi the ground before I 
the match and threw 
flowerB to the 
spectators And what j 
did our spectators do 9 
Abused them instead' 

The mindless 
behaviour continues 
When the Indian hockey 
team practised during 
the World Cup in Lahore 
a few days ago 
anti Indian slogans 
were raised The 
Ministry of Home 
Affairs Pakistan 
instructed the Indian 
players not to leave their 
hotel to refuse 
invitations and even 
decline gifts Nowm> 
question is Do we need 
to play sj»rt between the 
two countnes and 
pretend that we aie 
making a significant 
contribution to peace 9 
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deeisidn. 3W« 

,j|r Ttwwean India in* 
Pakistan had been 
>(P i resumed in 1878 to 

|r improve relatione ahd 

promote goodwill add 
- here we were, within l1 

yearajonakmg an 
jpKSwghmed admission 
fthat we hshmo faith in 
0(|Ch other's ftqnesty and 

^C.—WF 1 

tt ustealWb Englishmen 

H air fob rather 
It a dozen 
n umpires It is 
ontext that the 
men* ot 
tun try umpires 
1989 senes was a 
t of progicss 111 
but failure 
io incident 
i these 
mg emotions 
lan during the 
:ine day 
.Hindi on 22 
in Srikkanth 
- was given out leg before 
^^flMMtakistan umpire 
A JI|n V^pra Holder and 
\ r5|*pi*hire had flown 
i i a®k after the Test 
series) Instead of 
^ leavxfig immediately he 

- stooeghr guing that he 

^S . „hitd#ayed the ball onto 
'hispad 

Enter Imran Khan He 
told the umpire that he 
I had heard the nick onto 
Snkkanth’s pad and 
r equested the umpire to 
reverse his decision 
Shakoor Rana 
Immediately 
semaphored Srikkanth 
to return 

> For all those Indians 
who proudly ecallthat 
one of their captains 
(Vishjvanath; was 
hfltfst though to recall 
* 
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aftdthrpoor 

*MS*: ' 


ith not been 
invited to bat ajgflft! 

That Lahore incident 
proveaanother point. A 
multitude of our 
cricketers from the 
sub-continent overlook 
the fact, that you can 
abuse the umpire, throw 
a fit and get into a 
near-physical 
confrontation without a 
serious fallout if the 
opposing team is New 
Zealand or Australia or 
England. As soon as the 
opposition is India or 
Pakistan, each such 
incident falls under a 
different microscope. 
Not only is the incident 
magnified, the impact 
on the minds of the 
respective supporters is 
occasionally disastrous. 
Would Indian 
supporters be able to 
watch in passive 
equanimity if Javed 
Miandad clobbered Kapil 
Dev on the head? 
Nothing as serious has 
as yet transpired but the 
Miandad—8. 
Vishwanath 
confrontation 
(Hyderabad) and the 
Younis 

Ahmed—Gavaskar 
altercation (Ahmedabad) 
probably went some way 
in building the element 


ooftverging 
umpire In B 


on the 

angalors 


•xpectoticnDfth* 

took efttf: . 
lumitieto*heulf 
1 Pakistani oher hoi!' 
and ^Pakistan hai hat!'. 
Another joined in, then 
yet another and finally 
what you had was an 
entire section of the 
orowd getting into an 
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DEBATE! 

IgfE would like to publlah readers' opinions 
W on the controversy whether Test cricket, 
why even sporting ties, between India and 
Pakistan should be discontinued. 

Do you think that sport between the countries Is 
worsening relations? Or Is sport the only thing 
that can improve the equation between India 
and Pakistan? 

Letters should not bo more than 200 words, 
should be typed or neatly handwritten and 
addressed to:- 

Readers' Debate, Sporitworld. 6 Prafulla Sarkar 
Street, Calcutta 700 001. 


demanding to know why 
Gavaskar had not been 
given out. And we have 
also had a few members 
of the Nehru 
Cup-winning Pakistan 
team making a doggerel 
of the Indian national 
anthem with their hotel 
room door wide open in 
Calcutta. It Is these 
half-wits who are 
occasionally as 
responsible as the 
politicians for planting 
misconceptions on both 
sides of the border. 

TROUBLE! 

And gradually when 
things reach saturation 
point, it takes a minor 
incident to spark off 
trouble. India was 
playing Australia in the 
Reliance Cup with 
umpire Khalid Aziz 
officiating. No question 


impromptu orchestra of 
hate. Within a few days, 
Pakistan played Sri 
Lanka in Fa isalabad * 
with Indian umpire 
Rambabu Gupta 
standing and you had a 
few hundred spectators 
there raising slogans 
against India. Mindless, 
but what can you do? 

O CAPTAIN! 

Maybe there is 
something that can be 
done about this problem 
It would help if we ht d a 
captain like Bishen; 
someone who made a 
consoious effort to win 
over the Pakistani 
public. Perhaps he had 
quite a few advantages 
over the later Indian 
oapt&ins—Bishen' could 
publicly humour the 
Pakistanis; he could 
crack a joke 


la Karachi; haeeuUJ 
cover** in their own 
lirnguags (Urdu and 
Punjabi); he eould vibe 
well with General Zia 
and, better a till, laugh at 
a wisecrack made at hie 
own expenas. The 
Pakistanis warmed to 
him. 

Gavaskar, who was 
captain in 1982-63 and 
1984-65, carried his 
dignity well, was a man 
the Pakistanis respected 
and even admired, but 
he wasn't the guy the 
average Pakistani could 
thump on the back and 
shares joke with. 

Srikkanthin 1989 
was a happy-go-lucky 
and down-to-earth 
honest soul. But when it 
came to understanding 
the place or the 
language, he was at a 
loss Neither did his side 
make a conscious effort 
of moving beyond the 
perimeters of their hote’ 
to improve the Indian 
image in Pakistani eyes. 
Pressures of saving the 
series, one supposes. 

CONCLUSION 

What do you do then? 

Maybe two opposing 
captains committed to 
winning the other 
country's confidence as 
well as the Test matches 
for their own; two 
captains going beyond 
the cricket to woo the 
public; two captains 
demanding nothing less 
than impeccable 
ambassadorial 
behaviour on the field 
and off it; and two 
captains dispensing 
with phrases like ‘them’ 
and 'us'. 

, Maybe then there may 
still be hope. • 

















SSatoSUmKA' 

'pKiimhmhi Auiv 
nWfflffpr iwn 

•H**btt}ziv«<xrrud« 
ii&imtl-lxtdiza 
Pakistanis before I 
ffewtooovwrths 
criokstssriesin that 
oountry last year. 
However, the warmth 
oftbaivnafe 
Pakistani aurprieed 
me. It was quite like 
Bengal in this 
respect . My most 
touching memory of 
Pakistan took place in 
Faisalabad. I had an 
ear infection and was 
treated by a doctor 
there. He refused to 
accept money fbr hie 
treatment. In feet, 
most people I spoke to 
there felt that the nft 


‘ONE OF THE MOST 


Six Indian journalists on the country 
that is Pakistan 


between the two 
countrieewaethe 
handiwork of the 
politicians. Htun to 

hhMi .hhmi t } a f l they 

aald. The reoent 
stone-throwing 
Incidents in Lahore 
appear to be 
instigated. However, 
we should not forget 
that we did the same 
to them in Delhi. 


INMANIL 
BANEIUIC, Sondbr* 

You have to Judge 
Pakistanis by two 
different yardsticks. 
At the maa-to-man 
level they are 
extremely warm and 
friendly On the 


poUttoal and religious 
level they become 
very different. They 
feel strongly about 
their mulkand gaum 
andsuprlsingly 
harbour strange 
notions towards 
India. They feel that 
Hindus are out to 
finish Pakistan and 
that the Indian 
Muslim is victimised. 


DEBASHIS DUTTA, 

With the 
exception of 
Bangladesh, I have 


not across a more 
hospitable set of 
people. Sven in 
SiaUcot last year 
where we were under 
near-ho us e ar r est 
because of security 
problems, ordinary 
citizens came up to 
say that we were their 
’brothers’ 


MUOARPATHERYA: 

The Pakistani 
hospitality has been 
embarrassing. We 
journalists, 
travelling with the 
Indian cricket team, 
have had shopkeepers 



E VEN though India went down 3-5 to 
Holland m the Lahore World Cup it was 
not as sad a day tor Indian hockey as it was foi 
the sporting relations between India and 
Pakistan Playing the last game of the day the 
Indian team was subject to extreme 
harassment from the large number of 
spectators who had stayed back precisely fu* 
that purpose 

Jeered Booed And the victims of missiles 
thrown onto the ground The Indian team 
eventually walked out of the stadium when the 
halt-time hooter was sounded It appeared that 
they were not going to continue, but better 
sense prevailed The Indian team could easily 


17 FEBRUARY 1990 

have refused but coat liMP Gant sb defended 
‘We have come here with a commit ment and 
we intend to honour t bat 
What actually put a hd on the situation wa 1 - 
the announcement that the Intel national 
Hockey Federation tFIHi had warned the 
organisers that if the situation was not 
brought under control the match and the 
toui nament would have to bo t ailed olf The 
appeal to maintain Pakistan s prestige was the 
only thing that held bat k the vicious and 
almost fanatical crowd at the National 
Stadium in Lahore The stands weie lull of the 
flags the Pakistan one, t he flags of Azad 
Kashmir (Pakistan-held) and the Jammu and 
Kashinu Liberation Front (JKLF) One fanatic 
even managod to elude the security and parade 
the JKLF flag along the perimeter of the 
astro turi He ws escorted off the ground with 
little or no punishment 
Slogans like "Indian dogs get out oi 
Kashmir” ‘Kashmir bauegau Pakistan " VP 
Singh kutta. hai " and “Indian dogs go home” 
were raised constantly around the stadium 
Two Indian tricolour s were burnt among loud 
cheers The crowds even made a surge towards 
the official Indian flag which flew with the 
other flags of participating nations, but armed 
personnel circled off the area around the pole i 
Stones and pieces of wood were thrown at 
the Indian players and the Indian bench Even 
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HOSPITABLE COUNTRIES’ 


lBllllltMIinftMtDftO 

»oow* money. Wt‘ 

OlMWtMVdllillg&O 
milMhyaarJttntto 
orgoniaohQi 
vegetarian itnvrhM 
for u*. We have had 
tht irmnifiginf 
director of the PIA 
oak if ha could be hoot 
to iia in 

MohanjO'Daro— 
don’t talk of 
buying air tickets, 
please! We have bad 
PLA ticket personnel 
gooutof their way to 
put us onto 
chooker-bloc fights 
We have had perfect 
strangers walking up 
and asking if they 


ooqMhostusftxr 
dinner. We have bad 
friends In Karachi 
refusing to let us stay 
in hotels, putting ua 
up for a fortnight at 
their places. 


‘Scratch the 
surface and there 
is hatred for the 
Indian’ 


Sadly, in the pursuit 
of a political solution, 
sport has been 
martyred. They don’t 
fight ware on the 
battlefield any 
longer 


• t •• hi' iffimim 

WWr * w WIMwav* 

They are ttte beet 
hosts one aen get 
Hie}'are proud of 
their hospitality 
which is 
understandable 
considering their 
politeness end 
generosity with 
which they treat their 
guests. The 
‘mehmaan’ always 
gets top treatment. 
This not even the 
committed Indian 
patriot will deny Yet, 
scratch the surface 
and there is this 
hatred for the Indian. 
If the opinions of the 
local people are to be 
believed, the dislike iB 


not as much for India 

and tnHimnf y W ff Oh 

for the government 
and the Hindus. 

U*. SAHI,The 
iMgiwV" 1 * on 
a personal note, I 
haven’t encountered 
any hostility on the 
three trips I have 
made to Pakistan. 

One was perhaps 
shadowed 
occasionally, but 
never intimidated. On 
the contrary, 1 have 
been touched by the 
warmth of the 
innumerable 
Pakistanis I have met. 
some of whom I count 
as my good friends. 


THE DAY IT WAS DANGEROUS TO BE AN INDIAN IN LAHORE 


tht sec urity cordon could not intercept a 
barrage of missies as soon un the Indian 
placer- approiu hcd the bench at half-time 
Both teams weie escorted off the pitch undei 
heai y guard The Indians had their doubts 
trta.1 tears) about returning The game nad 
take n the bac k seat The fanatics weif in 
eoimol It was onl,\ t he announcement of a 
possible cant ellation ol the toui naiuent and 
the act ompanymg prestige loss that i aimed 
things down 


It was an hour after the match that 
the Indian team was hustled into a 
coach marked ‘Holland’ on its front 
wind screen and sent to their hotel. 


The game resumed amidst booing and 
slog&n-bhoutmg When the situation hotted up 
during the second-half, anothei 
announcement brought the fevei down ‘You 
have expressed your sentiments or. a national 
issue, but we have a responsibility as host of 
the tournament,’ the appeal went Meanwhile, 
another tn-colour was burnt above the Indian 
bench The reserve Indian players were moved 
to behind the Dutch goal 
Immediately after the game, some of the 


spectators gatheied outside the players exit 
gate and continued ♦hen slogan-shouting 
Armed sec unty people cleared the area and 
appealed to the people to move and take their 
slogans and banners and wait somewhere on 
the route of the Indian team coach 

Two buses were sent off as decoys It was an 
hour aftei the matih that the Indian team was 
hustled into a coach marked Holland on its 
*i r>nt wmd scieen (written twice in bold 
letters • The Dutch placers meanwhile had 
been sent off m an unidentified c oach 

The deiay and the camouflage was good 
thinking When the security < hief was asked 
about t lie delay he vert casually replied, the 
Indian team is reluxmg and hav mg a good 
tine inside Thet will leave whenevei they 
wish 

If Ganesh and his lads were indeed in that 
state of mind as the oIIk er made it out to be 
they ought to be presented wdh the ‘Bharat 
Ratna' for oravert beyond the call of cn ilian 
duty As one Dutch journalist said It is 
mpossiblo to play hockey under these 
circumstances and pressures It's your hie 
that you have to protect Hockey is only a 
game ’’ 

The organisers must thank themselves that 
India did not play Pakistan in the corn se of the 
tournament 

From Andy O’Brien, Lahore 








‘...People who bring internal 
political issues onto the sporting 
field might further endanger the 
relationship between the two 
neighbours’ 
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national team would one 
day come back to corner 
the glory that once was 
second nature to Indian 
hockey. Year after year. 


our team has unproved 
only to be humiliated by 
the faster improving 
Europeans (and now 
even South Americans). 

The cure is not simple, 
but the initial dose 
should be applied 
rights way. A foreign 
coach has to be put in 
charge of the Indian 


THE symptoms have 
been there for many 
years. Many a 
prescription has been 
written. Yet the cure has 
not been found. There 
was always hope that 
the patient would 
reoover. But hope alone 
is insufficient medicine. 
The Lahore World Cup 
performance has 
virtually placed Indian 
hookey on its deathbed. 
The patient has to be 
saved. And now for too 
long we have hoped 
against hope that the 



national team. It would 
' surprise many if one , 

were to say that there 
was nothing tragically 
wrong with the Indian 
playere at Lahore. Yet 
we ended up with a 
measly point in the 
group U’ games not j 

managing a single win. j 
What was lacking was a I 
few finer points of the J 

modern game and to a j 
larger extent tactics. 

The Indian team still 
strives in vain to outplay 
the opposition by their 
skill without taking into 
consideration the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of their 
opponents. It is here 
where a foreign coach 
scores over the Indian 
variety. 

In the opening three 
matches that India 
played at Lahore, 
against USSR, 

Argentina and France, 
they took the lead, but 
failed to hold on to it. 
Granted there was a lot 
of genuine bad play by 
the players. Pressures 
off the field were not 
really conducive to good 
performance, but had 
the Indians done their 

ia 



The Indians had no concrete schemes to followi 



homework well things 
would not have been so 
grim. 

At every international 
hockey tournament the 
Europeans and others 
display new innovations 
and ideas which bend 
the very complicated 
hockey rules to the 
fullest. Yet, India never 
had anything new to 
show. At Lahore, one 
new innovation was the 
penalty corner 
conversion, a dummy is 
sold and the ball is 
pushed to a waiting 
player who again uses 
the push to score. It was 
only during the 
tournament that Indian 
coach M.F Ganesh 
realised how effective 
this form of play was. 
But since his players 
had not been trained in 
the method they failed 
everytime they 
experimented with it. lr 
fact, the new strategy as 
seen in this tournament 
largely influenced the 
high number of penalty 
corner conversions. And 
this was one vital area 
where the Indians lost 
out. 

Conversely, the Indian 
defence could not help 
giving away excessive 
penalty corners to the 
ever efficient penalty 
corner machines of their 
opponents. There are 
two reasons for this both 







m tor this coach Ganesh is sou a roly to blame. 


of which are to do with 
tactics 

Firstly. India unlike 
the other teams, plays 
the same brand of 
hookey and the same 
tactics all around the 
field The Europeans 
and others play 
aooordwg to which part 
of the pitch the ball is m 
For instance, within 
their own 25 yard and 
their circle, safety is the 
watch word since the 


players that m the 
danger zone it is ’safety 
first* and not ‘save the 
situation at all costs. 
perhaps Lahore would 
not have been such abad 
experience after all For 
example, take the game 
against Holland which 
ended m favour of the 
European champions 
5-3 The Dutch forced 
six penalty comers, four 
were scored off and one 
was converted into a 


deliberately pushing the 
ball into a defender’s 
foot With the Indian 
defence jittery inside the 
striking circle and the 
opposition using these 
‘negative’ tactics there 
was no hope in Lahore 
And India did nothing to 
counter these 
It is m these spheres 
where our coaches lack 
and a European coach 
can, if given the chance, 
mould a team that apart 

lA&DIhH YAOAV 


the coach tells him to do 
Ganesh adheres very 
strictly to this policy It 
is impossible and 
illogical m modern 
hockey to liave one man 
thinking about a 
national team and its 
performance 
Every team present at 
Lahore had m its ranks 
a coach a manager who 
is a superior hockey 
tactician and an expert 
physical trainer Each 



new rules are very strict 
on infringements inside 
this area Though, the 
Indian defence boasts of 
Pargat Singh, who, by 
any standard, must be 
one of the two Indian 
players who are world 
class, (the other being 
centre forward Jagbn 
Singh) yet right 
through the tournament 
it was being described as 
shaky Perhaps if it had 
been drilled in to the 


penalty stroke goal 
Against Argentina eight 
penalty corners were 
conceded by the Indian 
defence 
Secondly, to 
supplement penalty 
corner efficiency, the 
new method is to play 
merely for a penalty 
comer award The 
moment cne is m the 
opponents Dee, the idea 
is to hustle a penalty 
corner even if it means 


from its skill can play to 
a plan There is a saying 
in modem hockey that a 
team’s performance 
depends on how close it 
planned to the plan The 
Indians uniortunately 
had no concrete schemes 
to follow 

And for this coach 
Ganesh is squarely to 
Dlame It is perhaps built 
in the Indian hockey 
system, that a player 
merely carries out what 


sits separately and 
sometimes one of them 
sits m the stands and 
walkie talkies are used 
to keep in touch and 
exchange views during 
the match Yet the 
Indian officials coach 
Ganesh, doctoi Bipiri 
Bhallar and others 
probably do not know 
anything about physical 
fitness, and manager 
Kumaresh Sen s only 
plus point is that he is a 
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very polite man He 
knows nothing' about 
hockey or how it is 
played 

Possessed hy a 
genuine desire to see the 
good of Indian hockey, 
Ganesh unfortunately 
lost all control of 
him soli He selfishly 
wanted to concentrate 
power in his own hands 
and thcrelore no ont else 
was allowed to think 
about Indian hockej 

Ganesh has, no doubt, 
brought about a high 
level of discipline in the 
team, but m his 
obsession lor discipline 
he lost sight that every 
player must be allowed 
to grow mentally and 
physically He made the 
Indian team the fittest 
team ever to play for the 
country, but he also 
produced a team of 
unthinking, 
unimaginative robots 
who were switched on 
and off by him when 
required 

In modern hockey a 
good player is always 
the one who is a 



thinking playei Ganesh 
m his zest to do miracles 
for Indian hockey on 
his own hindered the 
mental growth of his 
players If there is one 
reason for Jude Felix’s 
sudden stagnation then 
it is that he was not 
allowed to grow 
mentally as a thinking 
player, and one of 
India's greatest 
drawbacks at Lahore 
was the inefficiency of 


the normally exuberant 
Felix 

The whole coaching 
concept m European 
hockey is to make a 
player understand and 
think for himself, but we 
m India, instead, stifle 
this growth 

In spite of what many 
may feel, marathon 
training camps do not 
necessarily foster a 
player’s growth This 
criticism is not a new 
one, but it must be 
repeated so as it does not 
lose its importance 
Consider this, it is 
generally accepted that 
an Indian player is 
superior m skill to his 
counterpart in the West 
And if this Indian team 
is physically fit, then 
why are we having 
problems? Ganesh says 
"We have the fitness, but 
lack the skill ” Pretty 
revolutionary words for 
an Indian hockey coach, 
but m fact, it’s all 
balderdash Yes, we 
have the fitness but we 
don’t know how to 
channelise that into 


getting optimum ; 

performance at the right I 
time How can one even ! 
expect a player to sperd ! 
almost his entire youth 
m a training camp, then 
be asked to play 
throughout that period 
at a level which will help 
keep his place in the 
Camp, and finally expect . 
him to peak several 
times a year and a 
hundred times m his 
career? j 

Take the case of the 
Lahore tournament 
prior to which was the 
Asia Cup in November 
Our system required 
that a player would have j 
to‘peak’for the selection 
trials a week before the 
Delhi Asian 

tournament, then ’peak’ ; 
again for the 

tournament itself follow 1 
it up by peaking m tbe 
beginning of February 
this year for the Lahore 
selections, and then 
carry on the go«id work 
throughout the month 
of February in Pakistan j 
It is a physically 
impossible proposition 
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j No wonder our 
i players were a jaded i< >t 
; during' tins temrnamt nt 
! There were times, 
j especially after their 
i setback against 
j Argentina when it 
1 seemed our boys were 
merely going through 
the formalities of 
playing the game Of 
course, the problems 
i arising from the 
! political complications 
| made matters even 
| worse But let us not 
i make that an excuse for 
the disappointing 
performances Bather 
let us use this to serve as 
a warn i ng to Ind lan 
hockey It is obvious 
that we have fallen way 
behind the others and 
before we drop even 
further let’s get on with 
the plan to save Indian 


hockey 

And the first slop has 
to be a foreign coach 
There is much criticism 



! Is it not logical ; 
I and practical to j 
| sacrifice a little 
i pride by having 
a foreign coach 
rather than be 
humiliated time ; 

and again ! 
because of the 
insufficient 
knowledge of 
our Indian 
coaches? 


India's Jagveer Singh 
gets the better of two 
USSR players 

against this suggestion, 
u has been said that it is ! 
a question of national j 
prestige that an Indian 
coach trains the national 
team, alter all wo have 
such a long tradition in 
the game. But is it. not 
logical and practical to 
sacrifice a little pride by 
having a foreign coach, 
rather t han be 
h umiiiated time and 
again, because of the 
insufficient knowledge 
of our Indian coaches 9 
What is national 
prestige? Having an 
Indian coach or 
finishing last in a 
tournament? And don't 
forget, we are not only 
doing badly but will 


continue to slide further | 
down the ladder of world j 
hockey if the present 
situation is not rectified j 
immediately. 

i 

I N modern sport it is , 
winning that counts, j 
not who you r coach 
is The Dutch, in 
spite of their abundance ; 
in coaching talent, have i 
reportedly approached j 

legendary Australian ; 

coach Richard Agiss to j 
take over their team 
when coach I Ians 
Jorritsma and manager j 
Joost Bellart retire after j 
this World Cup In fact, j 
the Dutch have gone a 
step further They have 
hired a professional 
football player to 
supervise their physical 
training programme 
The Malaysians have 
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I 


Ram Prakubbelng 
looked after by 
teammates 



opted for the services of 
former Australian 
forward Terry Walsh to 
raise their national team 
from the pits of world 
hockey. The Irish rely 
on Dutch coach Cees 
Koppelaar to guide their 
national side. World 
hockey is gradually 
becoming like European 
club football. The best 
coaches get the best jobs 
regardless of 
nationality. 

Professionalism is the 
need of the hour and 
though coach Oanesh 
has done all he could 
have, within his 
limitations, he should be 
the last Indian coach for 
the national team for the 
next decade or so. 

Ganesh has the 
commitment. But that is 
not all which is required 
in a good coach. “1 have 
no excuses”, he says 
about India’s 
performance. 
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'' Let us discuss the 
problems that we face. ” 
j There are definite 
I indications that the 
| Indian Hockey 
I Federation is seriously 
j considering the idea of a 


i 

i 

i 

i 


i foreign coach and many 
European s have been 
approached. The process 
and negotiations may 
take a little time, but if 
the IHF drags its feet on 
this one yet again, as it 
| has done for the last 12 
! years when the idea of a 
! foreign coach first 
| cropped up, then bye bye 
j Indian hockey I think 
j you’re gonna die. 

There is a school of 
i thought who are of the 
i opinion that a foreign 
i coach would not solve 
1 India’s problems, 
i especially in the long 
; term point of view. 

; Firstly, because he will 
; be training 25-30 boys at 
• a time which would not 
: really help the general 
growth of the game in 
the country. Secondly, 
Indian hockey will never 
be self-reliant, if it is to 
depend on foreigners. 

The theory being put 
forward is that instead 


No wonder our 



There were 
times, 

especially after 
their setback 
against 

Argentina when 
it seemed our 
were going 
‘imerf- . 



of a foreign coach for the 
national team, India 
should hire an expert to 
oversee the general 
development of the game 
in the country which 
includes intensive 
coaching of Indian 
coaches. 

While there is logic 
and truth in this, it does 
not take into account 
Indian conditions. 

Firstly, it is now part of 
the Indian system that 
the popularity of a sport 
depends on the 
performance of the 
national team. 

Therefore, if it takes 10 
years for our foreign 
experts’ knowledge to 
filter down to grass root. I 
level and in those ten \ 
years the national team i 
performs increasingly j 
badly, there will be no 
grassroots left. 

Secondly, India is too | 
vast a country for one 
person to lead a crusade 
for better Indian hockey, j 

There are, of course. i 
the internal politics and i 
bickerings in the Indian j 
Hockey Federation j 

(IHF). Will the IHF not | 

interfere with the 
coach’s functions since 
in effect it will be the 
foreigner who will be 
running hockey in the 
countryfWhat then is 
the solution? 

Perhaps what can be 
considered is hiring two 
like-minded European 
experts, one to look after 
the national team and to 
assist the other in 
organising a 
development 
programme for the rest 
of the country. It is. of 
course, an expensive 
proposition. But then 
what price are we 
prepared to pay to bail 
out Indian hockey? 






Cutting (Penally) Corners 


I THE war over the 
| penalty corner is still 
i on . The Lahore 
| tournament further 
j emphasised the fact that 
| conversions of penalty 
i corners is what matters 
! most in hockey today, 

| Critics feel this 
; overemphasis and 
' importance attached to 
i the penalty corner will 
! bring about the end of 
; the field goal and 
, eventually the death of 
hockey “What we don’t 
! need is a person 
; practising 2000-3000 
: penalty corners a week”, 
, says German expert 
Horst, Wein 
But others have a 
: different opinion 
Foriner Australian 
forward. Terry Walsh 
' who now coaches the 
! Malaysian national team 
feels “if a person can 
practise and perfect 
; penalty corners, why 
can’t players practise 
and perfect field goals?” 

I “It's unfair to think 
: the penalty corner to be 
an undue advantage. 


After all, those who are 
experts work very hard 
to perfect the art. How 
many forwards score 
field goals through 
practise"? Walsh asks. 

Legendary penalty 
comer expert Paul 
Litjens says the reason 
for the increasing 
importance of the 
penalty corner is that so 
many scoring chances 
are missed from the 
field. “Why can’t you ask 
the players to score 
more field goals, instead 
of stopping the penalty 
comer expert from 
doing so.” asks Litjens. 

But the truth is 
simple. In both the semi 
finals not a single field 
goal was scored. Seven 
goals came through 
penalty comer 
conversions and one 
from a stroke which 
followed a penalty- 
corner. 

After his team was 
defeated by hosts 
Pakistan, the Australian 
coach Frank Murray 
summed up the 


situation well: “The 
Pakistanis made better 
use of their penalty 
corners we didn’t, 
that was the difference." 
Holding back the tears 
in his eyes, Murray 
continued: "You have to 
convert penalty corners 
if you want to win. ” 

‘Khalistan 

ZindabacT 

The Indian hockey team 
originally told not to 
step out of their hotel 
did have some contact 
with the outside world 
towards the end of the 
tournament. They found 
a novel way. Instead of 
going around in groups 
and attract attention, 
some players went in 
twos and threes. But 
most of them didn’t risk 
doing even that. The 
three turbanned players 
in the team, Pargat 
Singh. Hardeep Singh 
and Jagbir Singh, found 
out that unlike others, 
they could move about 
quite freely in Lahore. 
As they walked down 



crowded roads people 
often shouted slogans 
like ‘Khalistan 
Zindabad’. As a result, 
Pargat and Co were the 
only Indian players who 
actually got 
opportunities for some 
shopping in Lahore. 

Oh. and did you hear 
this one: Ram Prakash 
Singh claims that 
during India’s match 
against Holland, when 
the Pakistan crowd went 
berserk, even shoes were 
thrown at the lndiar, 
players. 

Reverse flick 

IT was ironic that the 
two runners up in the 
league stage met in the 
final of the World Cup. 
Both Pakistan and 
Holland had lost one 
match and drawn one 
during the league 
games. Pakistan had 
lost to West Germany 
and drawn with 
England, while Holland 
lost to Australia and 
drew with Ar gentina. 

On the other hand, both 
the losing semi finalists 
had topped the groups 
with an all-win record 
For West Germany and 
Australia it was their 
first dpfeats m the 
tournament. But 
unfortunately, it was 
during the knock out 
stage. The final 
incidently was a repeat 
of the 1978 World Cup 
held in Buenos Aires m 
which Pakistan beat 
Holland 3-2. In that 
tournament. the fourth 
World Cup. Holland had 
accounted for Australia 
and Pakistan for West 
Germany in the semi 
finals This time the 
roles were reversed. 

Andy O’Brien 
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“Penalty corner is in a complete mess...It ’s beim 


Hockey Nee 


Celebrated 
German Coach 
Horst Wein 
deplores the 
present 
unattractive 
style of hookey 
and insists, in 
an exclusive 
interview with 
Andy O’Brien, 
that changes 
must be made in 
its rules 


f late the frequent rule 
changes and the 
development of hockey 
as a television and 
spectator sport has come 
into sharp focus and 
debate 

Broadly, there are two 
schools of thought, one 
that believes that the 
game is progressing at a 
satisfactory rate and 
that any further 
changes m rules would 
merely complicate the 
game and the spect&tni 
even more 

The other more 
vehement school is 
convinced that if there 
are no immediate 
changes m rules then 
hockey will die as a 
spectator sport in a 
couple of years The 
latter propagates a set of 
rules that will simplify 
the game so that the 
spectator and the 
television viewer will 
comprehend what is 
happerung,rather than 
depend on the umpire or 
the commentator Some 
of the changes being 
suggested are 
revolutionary, but the 
supporters of this group 
believe it is essential for 
the survivial of the game 
and they are going 
about Lahore promoting 
their views 

Things really became 
intense amid news that 
two of the most 
influential officials of 
the international 
federation were 
scheduled to arrive in 
the city TheFIH 
presidentyBtienne 
Glichitch and Hon 
General Secretary, Juan 
Calzadc 


The revolutionary 
thinkers are led by the 
West German coach 
Horst Wem, who says he 
has a strategy planned 
out which will put 
pressure on the FIH to 
consider some basic rule 
changes 

Speaking exclusively 
to Sporteworld Mr Wem. 
though very secretive 
about his plans, said 
"The game of hockey is a 
product which is very 
difficult to sell these 
days, because the rules 
of the game cannot be 
perfectly interpreted 
and mastered by the 
coaches and the players 

“There is not much 
space oi time fox the 
players to show then 
skill or then 
intelligence Several TV 
channels are not even 
interested to have live 
coverage of a hockey 
match because they 
know that during half 
the coverage, the ball is 
not m the game And in 
each tight game there 
are at least 200 
interruptions which 
occur at an average of 
eight seconds between 
each other 

Wem. who is 
considered to be the man 
who has practically 
shaped modern hockey, 
blames everything on 
the rules which he says 
are. “very difficult and 
confusing to everybody, 
including the umpires ” 

Wem’s general idea is 
to “make a few 
adjustments to the rules 
to make the product 
more understandable, 
more attractive, more 
spectacular and more 


finacially viable ” 

When pushed to 
disclose the suggestions 
he is going to make to 
the FIH, Mr Wem 
disclosed that one of the 
major changes he was 
gunning for was 
reducing hockey from 
an eleven-a-side game to 
an eight-a side game 
with an equal bench 
strength, where the 
players can be 
substituted anytime and 
as many times Just like 
they have in basketball 
This will give a player 
time and spac e to show 
! skill intelligence ud 
his physical fitness 
“Hookey today is out 
i of nalance Physical 
fitness outweighs all 
other features of the 
game ’saysWem 
In spite of the many 
and frequent rule 
changes that hockev has 
undergone over the last 
decade the West 
German expert is of the 
view that while the game 
has progressed, the 
rules have not been able 
1 to keep up 

Explains Wem ‘The 
rule changes have 
affected the game to 
some extent, because it 
has become so difficult 
that 80 per cent of the 
television commentators 
can’t sell the message to 
the viewer They don’t 
know whether it is a 
goal or not They have 
no answer for a mistake 
made by a player 
because nobody can see 
ltbuttheumppc So, 
instead of following the 
ball, the spectators are 
now asked to follow the 
signals of the umpire 
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done tor selfish reasons... 


ds a Facelift 


Even the players 
sometimes don't know, 
and look towards the 
umpire ” 

If one were to follow 
the matches here and 
the crowd reaction, it 
would seem that there is 
more than an element of 
truth m what Wein says 

The other aspect of the 
game which Wein 
tk intends to chan ge is 

penalty corner which he 
says is. “in a complete 
mess It is bmng done by 
some people who du not 
want hockey to become 
more populai It ir being 
done for nelfish 
reasons 

The latest i ule change 
according to which the 
goalkeeper is allowed to 
raise his stick above 
shoulder height is a 
Wean contribution to the 


' game, something he 
says he fought 16 years 
to get through How 
long he will take to get 
his new ideas accepted 
will be gauged by the 
reactions to be witnessed 
m 1 jahore over the next 
few days But Wein is 
determined to change 
the game and the rules 
which he says are 
"unable to pi omote the 
game of hockey 01 to 
eno< >u '•age youngsters 
to play it because they 
are far too complicated 
and they have too many 
exceptions and are 
illogical" 

Wein claims massive 
support for his cause 
here in 1 jahore Tt is 
tune to tell the people of 
the i inhalant es in 
) lux key To make the 
, people more aware of the I 


I wrongs in the game 1 
have received great 
support from many 
experts and in Lahore 
the number is 
' increasing from day to 
i day ’ 

To win Indian support 
Mr Wein con tends,“The 
eight man game with a 
constant uitei change of 
players would be a good 
thing for Indian hockey 
m the future 11 Indian 
| hockey supports the 
! suggestions I am to 
make, then it will ha*»a 
good t fiance to recover 
quickly Indian pi avers 
will have more spa* c and 
more time available to 
show tin ir skill betais< 
skill would then hav- 
beeome a dominating 
factor in hockey and not 
physical fitness 
Because when me 


Indian player is tired lie 
can go out for a few 
minutes and can be 
replaced by a fresh 
player ’’ l 

Wem’s penalty corner > 

l ideas are also far 
i reaching and he says it 
1 will benefit Indian 
| hockey ‘ When Indian 
hoc key offi< ials agree' 

, with my new penalty 
I corner rule- that the 
i ball has to be placed on 
the goallinc and f. ui-hed 
| towards the 2f> ya’d line 
i and from the re moved m i 
1 towards the < ircle and | 
scored Jt any Height 
tht n the Indian 
bi illiance and technique 
will come good And 
then will be nobody in 
I future on the goaJline, 

I because three defenders ’ 

I together with the j 

' goalkeeper are u rgent ly 
needed t o stop t he attack 
, of 1 he six, seven or eigh f I 
i attackers So it is very . 

i easy to undei stand < 

| When the ball is m the l 

net it is a goal otherwise 
it isn’t a goal 
Wem goes on to 
promise that with this 
“the stadiums will be 
par ked and there will be 
terrific money The 
coaches will be bettei J 

paid and there will lie a 
chain leactu>n which 
will faki the ganu into a 
different sphere 

But ttie point is will ( 

the Eui opeans allow | 

then hold over world , 

hockey t o be takeri away | 
I by a visionary whose 
sole aim is to bettei the | 
sport regardless of 
which teams aie at the 
top° Lahore might have 1 
a few answers to this I 
over the next few days I 
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lX'Kh\ without Inch land 
Pakistanis tduU.tff.ui 
lot tl.«* Kamc m-oris the 
exotic touch nl tin A-- ion 
foi waid going thiough a 
1 111 OlKMIl itefeiH e tike a 
knife tin ough huttt'i What w«* 
don t need in a pi i ton w ho 
pt.u tw s _*UOO ,M HH) penult % 
tot mi* oven week Thf 
Intt'i national Hoc ke\ Hedeiution 
his tot long applet i.i'ed tin hit’ 
j'lomotion that India ana 
I‘iikist m piovidt the u t* mu 
F ten ftxtus when people on the 
stitvtm I umpeheui the wind 
hoc ke\ the\ .usscx i lie it with 
India a.* it 1*ikishn Howevei the 
l 111 should ti s and mvol’t* tlv> 
\si.tn adnunisti.itoi- moie vithut 
the\ to o in hate i sa\ iii tht 
t Pan*v’f Mu*game 

i wot k* d tn\ hi .up <wet Mint 
ngt t horn l‘M>b 7w it It vai ious 
natu i d Van. s mi hiding Mu* 

Wid tn i mail team to bit ak the 
Asian heg« pioitv mi'i luukei Hut 
l it ahsiHl that to btat tin m wt 
m*edcd to at 11 p' someol tlielmei 
points ol Asian htx kt \ and 
amulgamaU it w.thoui stvle 
'i pt now Inal m hot ke\ has 
tonn tea Mage w hen d is looking 
tot an Y utope.tn nwi h lot the 
national team Wiongh ( <t*lthat 
Mu Indian team does not lemured 
foi t in n t m.u h Wtiat is umessaiv 
instead is a tux eign roach whowill 
txain the Indian coac hesanti think 
atKiui a model for the development 


H 


orst 


Wein, West Germany’s 
coach is considered 
as the revolutionary 
genius of modern 
hockey. A great 
admirer of Indian 
hockey, Wein 
makes some positive 
suggestions on how 
India can improve 
and compete with the 
rest of the world on 
equal terms 


of Indian hoc-key A model which 
wil guide a player from the 
beginning through the national 
team And this development plan 


I should lx* in ide n.id ibli and 
i undi rstund.ibk to.<11 Mu local 
| c o.w lies so then t luue e i dt ip 
and mill it at ion lx hind tlu 
coaching Not evetylxtdv can do 
whatpvcn h« likes lodo 
The whole .si i net uie of 
competition in India has to be 
revised beca use it is not 
stimulating pi ogress ot 
pi epai nig a playei for 
international com|ietition That e 
why you have sue li long t laming 
camps Training and tramei s 
come only alter you have a 
prcxluctive system ot competition 
Otherwise* your training is 
icdundant Theieis igup between 
training and competition m 
Indian hockey 
Now we have to start from 
scratch in India and first try to 
find for eac li group a c ompetition 
which respects the mental and 
physical state ol the individual 
The training should preixm* you 
for the competition wh'hmlum 
shows yon how you should train 
for the next competition 
If India makes the mistake ol 











hiring a foreign coach then it will 
e be wasting money because he will 
only be training 30 players. And 
Indian hockey will continue to live 
on the experiences of a foreign 
coach. Instead, you must have 
somebody who will train 
everybody, who will train millions 
of players through his tutorage of 
Indian coaches. The foreign coach 
gives the local coaches a different 
focus but the work remains with 
the latter. So there will then be a 
mix of European focus and Indian 
mentality which will surface in 
your national team within ten 
years. 

1 am now for instance a 
technical consultant to the Italian 
Hockey Association and J go there 
only for three days in a month 
I And in these three days 1 inform 
the coaches about all the now 
developments and trends in 
hockey, give them training 
programmes and try to put them 
on the same level as that of the 
best coaches hi the world 1 have to 
convince them that a certain 
tactic, exercise or drill is better 


I strongly feel that the Indian 
team does not require a 
foreign coach. What is 
necessary instead, is a foreign 
coach who will train the Indian 
coaches and think about a 
model of development for 
Indian hockey 


than the one they are using. When 
they are convinced they go out 
and spread that through out the 
country. j 

So you don’t need a man who us < 
always there But somebody who j 
will guide the coaches This will i 
one day bring Indian hockey to j 

the same level as the Europeans 
i and at the same time make it ! 

| independent of foreigners i 

j Worn Europe have always been | 
dependent on Asian hockey We 
have learnt and stolen a lot from j 
Indian and Pakistani hockey 1 


Why are they so shy in trying to 
get something back from us I 
don’t know. It's only a game. 
Hockey is not life but pleasure- A 
show which can only survive if 
India and Pakistan remain 
somewhere on top of world 
hockey. 

For the last decade or so Indian 
hockey is not aware of its 
problems and they are 
progressively losing more and 
more ground to the foreign teams. 
While Indian hockey is travelling 
on a private plane, the others are 
on the Concorde already And as 
time passes, Indian hockey will 
loose more and more contact with 
the best teams unless something 
is done immediately 

1 had been approached by 
Aswirn Kumar at 1 he Los Angeles 
Olympics in 1WW to help out with 
Indian hockey I even met the 
Sports Minister i said "yes’, • was 
interested and that 1 would go. 

But nothing happened I hope 
they don’t make a similar mistake 
this time 

As told to Andy O’Brien in Uriwro 
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why the Caribbean is almost paradise. 
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Okay, it’* Richie Richardson 
alright in the match at St 
Kitts. But what's that ‘MRF’ 
cap doing in tha picture? 








NotHwWwt 1 imHm» tool! 
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1 CHARMINAR CHALLENGE 

1 ALL-INDIA LADIES GOLF 

9 r * i 




Jan Higgins’ 
Best Battle 



Jan Higgins 


Vandana Agarwal 


F OR 

Calcutta- 
based 
Vandana 
Agarwal it 
was a case of 
so near and yet so far in 
the 73rd Charminar 
Challenge All-India 
Ladies Amateur Golf 
Championships. At the 
lush green Delhi Golf 
Club, she emerged 
runners up in two 
events. A leading 
contender for the 
national title, which she 
was yet to win, Vandana 
lost a closely-contested 
final to Jan Higgins of 
New Zealand, 3 and 8. 

Vandana was a hot 
favourite for the Billoo 
Sethi Memorial Trophy, 
a 36-holes open 
! match-play event. This 
j trophy served as a warm 
up for the Ladies 
All-India 

Championships. The 
favourites, Jan Higgins 
and former national 
champion Nonita Lai who 
finished a poor fourth 
with an aggregate score 
of 164. Till the last day, 
Vandana and Charu 
Ahluwalia, the 1989 
Pakistan Open 
champion, were in 
contention. 

On the final day, 

Charu kept her nerves 
and shot a fine 76, the 


day’s best round. With strokes win. Charu’s finished second on 160. 

this she won the BilloO nearest rival Vandana An international 

Sethi Trophy as her was consistent but not flavour was given this 

aggregate of 136 gave brilliant. She shot 80 on year, with eight golfers 

her a resounding eight consecutive days to from New Zealand(2) 













Indonesia (3) and Sri 
Lanka (3) participating 
in an international 36 
holes match with India 
prior to the Cfcarminar 
Challenge event. And 
India finished on top 
with an eight stroke lead 
(323) to her nearest 
rivals Sri Lanka. 

Thirtysix women teed 
off for the Open. Holder 
Seema Sobti of Delhi 
could not defend her 
title as she was in the 
family way. The main 
contenders were 1989 
Arjuna Award recipient 
Nonita Lai, former 
champions Shiraz 
Shaheed Singh and 
veteran Sita Rawley, 
who also doubled as 
chairperson of the 
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Higgins being 
congratulated after her 
semis win. On her left Is 
Nonita Lai 


championship 
committee. Mrs Hawley 
achieved a statistical 
landmark in these 
championships. She 




participated in her 22nd 
consecutive All-India 
championship, a record. 
The Vikramaditya 
Trophy was 
concurrently played 
with the Charminar 
Challenge 
Championship. 

An unusual feature of 
these championships 
was that five 
mother-daughter 
combinations entered 
the fray. The most 
celebrated duo was Sri 
Lanka's Suyaneeta 
Selvaratham and 
daughter Thuhashini 
Renu Ahluwalia. Young 
Thuhashini has the 
distinction of a mention 
in the Guineas Book of 
Records, having won the 
Sri Lanka national title 
at the age of twelve, the 
youngest-ever. Deep 
Singh had two 
daughters in the field, 
Shiraz Shaheed Singh 
and sister Sanjoli. 

At the quarter-final 
stage of the Ladies 
championships, there 
were a spate of upsets. 
Top seed and favourite 
Nonita Lai was 
eliminated by Charu 
Ahluwalia. In 
scintillating form and 
brimming with 
confidence after her 
Billoo Sethi Trophy 
triumph, Charu excelled 
on the back nine to win 

Higgins weathering a 

bunker while Vandana 
Agarwal looks on 


the match two-up, after 
trailing by two holes at 
the turn. Charu's medal 
round for the second 
half was an incredible 
one under par. 

Vandana overcame a 
formidable contender in 
the Sri Lankan teenager 
Dhinuke Boralesse 5 
and 4 in the 
quarter-finals. In a 
pulsating semi-final, 
Vandana overcame the 
tenacious Charu on the 
19th green. Charu 
trailed by a shot for most 
of the match but made it 
all square on the 14th 
with an exquisite birdie. 
After the 17th hole, 
Charu led but Vandana 
levelled in the 18th with 
a birdie. She won the 
sudden death play-off on 
the 19th. 

However in the finals 
the 24-year-old Kiwi Jan 
Higgins was more 
consistent. She led in the 
entire morning session, 
but as the day wore on 
Vandana levelled only in 
the 21st hole. But Jan 
Higgins was in no mood 
to compromise and on 
the following hole she 
regained the lead and 
went on to win 3 and 2. 

A cheerful Higgins 
feels she is playing the 
best golf of her career. 

In November 1989 she 
won the Australian 
Open and now the 
Indian Open 

For Vandana, the 
Western, Eastern and 
South India Open 
winner, the national 
title once again proved 
elueive. She was a 
runner-up in 1987 and 
has taken a training 
stint abroad, courtesy 
American Express. 
However the gritty 
Calcutta golfer was not 
forlorn and was 
determined to win the 
national crown next 
year. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY RAJESH KUMAR 






READERS’ QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 


I Name the 
•English cn 


X •English cricketer 
who refused to 
I participate in the 
I Bodylme senes He 
later captained a 
series against India 
; and in his later years 
i was knighted for his 
services to the game 

2 Only four male 
• players have 
been seeded Number 
One at the US Open 
since 1974 Name 
them 

3 Name the only 
• woman player to 
win the US open on 
clay 

A In which sport 
did William 
Wordsworth 
distinguish himself ' 

5 What is the 
•one-day cricket 
competition m South 
Africa called’ 

5 Name the an port 
• near Flushing 
Meadow which makes 
the players’ 
concentration suffer’ 

7 Who is the lone 
• Sikh to have 
played for India m the 
Davis Cup’ 

8 What was the 
• Grand Slam 
previously referred 
to by the American 
Press’ 

A When was the 
y • first sex test 
conducted at the 
Olympics’ 
i A Which 
X Vf • weightlif ter is 
known as ‘tne 
strongest man pound 
per pound’ 

T T Which two 
X X • athletes were 


8EL0W S: Read Sportsworid more regularly 
BETWEEN 6 AND 11: You probably do read 
but forget faster 

BETWEEN 12 AND 16: You're good! 

ABOVE 16: Wish we could have you on our 
next quiz team 1 

Not* Qtai yourself a point fw each correct answer 


banned for life for 
their Black Power 
salute at the 1968 
Olympics’ 

T A Who scored 
!«•• the first 
double-century m 
Test Cricket’ 

1 Q Who is the 
Xu* first person to 
score a century in 
one-day cricket’ 

M Name the two 
• countries that 


1 Qubby Allen who died 
In 1989 

2 Connors, Borg, 
McEnroe end Lendl 

3 Chris Evert. 1975-77 

4 Hotter Skating 

5 Nissan Cup 

6 La Guardia Airport 

7 Jasjrt Singh 

S The Impregnable 
Quadrilateral 

9 In 1936dunngthe 
Berlin Games The 
American 100m sprinter 
Helen Stephens was 
alleged to be a man 


fought a war over a 
football match’ 

1 <T Which athlete 
XO> was known as 
‘King without a 
crown’’ 

*1 ZT Who is the 
X LI* only living 
Indian to have 
represented India in 
hockey and cricket' 

"1 “7 For which 
X/ • event is the 
International 
Admiral’s Cup 


ANSWERS 


She had to disrobe to 
prove that she was a 
woman 1 

10 Naim Suleimanoglu 
(Turkey) 

11 Tommy Smith, John 
Carlos of USA 

12 Billy Murdoch of 
Australia 

13 Dennis Amiss 


(England) 

14 The Olympic qualifying 
match between El 
Salvador and 
Honduras turned into 
a war for four days 


awarded’ 

1 O What was the 
X O • ‘Champions 
Trophy’ hockey 
championship 
previously known as’ 
Who instituted it’ 

*1 Q Which bowler 
X2?*has the 
distinction of 
dismissing Bradman 
the most times’ 

A A Which great 
*L\J • footballer has 
the unique record of 
scoring over 200 goals 
via penalty kick 
conversion' 

AT In the famous 
ZX. Old Trail ord 
Test in 1956 where 
Jim Laker took 19 
wickets, who was the 
only other 
wicket-takei * 


later quelled by UN 
intervention 

15 Ron Clarke (Australia) 
He held 17 world 
records but could not 
win an Olympic gold 

16 MJ Qopalan 

17 World Team Cup in 
Ocean Racing 

18 Col IqbdarAbShah 
Darainl978 It was 
previously known as 
the 'Super Work! Cup 

19 Hedley Verity 

20 Zico (Brazil) 

21 Tony Lock 


This quiz has been compiled by 
LAXMINARAYAN MISHRA, C O Mr. D.N. 
Mishra, At: Prof. Colony, Budharaja. 
Sambalpur—768 004. Orissa. 




HNTERVIEWI 


CON§YjN^| 
CONVERSATION 


Former Kiwi skipper Jeremy Coney 


takes time off from his job as 


commentator to air his views on the 


Indian team touring New Zealand 



F OR all his hard-nosed 

professional approach to the 
game of cricket, Jeremy Coney 
brought something of an 
amateur's cheerfulness to his job 
as Wellington and New Zealand 
captain Often he endeared lnmself to 
spectators and opponents through his 
sunny disposition, something he 
continues to exude as ace commentatoi 
on New Zealand radio and television 
Outside the electronic media Coney 
does a lot. of public speaking and even 
finds time to act in stage plays He loves 
the "uncertainty of not having a regular 
job" and he clays it by ear (or the week, if 
you like! '1 honestly do not know wny 
my phone keeps ringing on Mondays and 
Wednesdays with assignments for the 
following weekConey said "But it is 
great fun " 

As New Zealand captain in England in 
1986, Coney sportingly allowed the home 
team to play two substitute 
wicket-keepers during the Lord s Test 
when Bruce French was rendered hors de 
combat by a sizzler from Richard Hadlee 
More recently he bailed his national 
team out when it. required his services 
during the Bangalore Test of the 1988-89 
series Coney was touring India as a 
member of New Zealand TV Channel One 
team when skipper John Wright 
summoned him to field in the slips as a 
substitute. He readily obliged, dragging 
along crew membei Ken Nicholson to 
make up the numbers on the field as the 
tourists had a long list, of indisposed 
regulars “We had a whale of a time 1 
was delighted Trevor Franklin was m the 
team because that meant 1 would be able 
to borrow a pair of whites that fit," said 
the tall, well-built. Wellingtonian 

Asked about the current Indian team, 
he said 

• “In international terms, this Indian 
side is really inexperienced You are for 
whatever reasons and 1 am sure the 
Indian public will understand what 1 
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mean —in the process of rebuilding your 
national team The New Zealand team, in 
contrast has been more or less the same 
for the last five years or so Compared to 
India we in New Zealand have fewer 
numbers to choose from and that is why 
we persist with our young talents longer, 
we teally nurture them ” 

e I was a little surprised by some of the 
selections I was in India m 1988 and 
with due respect to youi selectors 1 as 
well as a lot of us in New Zealand, was 
surprised that you are doing without 
Brlkkanth, Ayub and Shastri 
Vengsarkar too was included only 
because Sidhu had to go home ’ 

• I do not think the Indian public can 
expect too much of this Indian team You 
might have the odd victory or two but at 
least I think it will be some time before 
this young Indian side comes good And 
come good it surely will no doubt about 
that It is just a question of time and 
expei lence We too went through that 
phase and now chaps like Danny 
Morrison and Ken Rutherford and Mark 
Greatbatch have come into their own and 
should serve New Zealand cricket for 
long 

e ‘The Indian bowler who impressed me 
the most both at Christchurch and 
Napier was Manoj Prabhakar His ability 
to swing the ball was very remarkable I 
haven t seen John Wright play and nnss 


Players Ilka Kan 
Rutherford hava 
coma Into their own 
and should aarvs 
New Zealand for 
long 



"It is Kapil'* 
approach 
that has 
boon more 
disappointi¬ 
ng. I think ho 
it asking too 
much of 
himself" 


as often as he did during his 
Christchurch innings And whatever else 
may be said about Wnght s batsmanship 
he has always been a fine judge of the 
offstump 

• Kapil Dev has lost pace considerably 
though this is understandable But 
frankly I ve been quite disappointed 
with his batting It is his approach that 
has been more disappointing 1 think he 
is asking too much of himself he is 
probably going through a process 
anyone with his kind of career and 
experience goes through As you get 
more and more experienced you are not 
prepared to work as hard as you must to 
graft You want to get to everything 
quickly Maybe till recently his good eye 
saw him through but to be of greater 
utility to his team it would be better if he 
aims for the straight field and reduce the 

| risk element to his strokeplay 

• Atul Wasson is a busy outswmgei He 
was unlucky a bit m Christohurr h He 
bowled Gi eatbatch with a lovely 
outswlngei there He keeps the batsman 
on hta toes 1 liked the way he put his aot 
together after a poor first Bpell in Test 
cricket 

• Hu warn is very accurate for a leg 
spinner The difficulty he will have faced 
by the time the tour is over is the lack of 
pace and bounce on our wiokets The New 
Zealanders still find it hard against him 
because they are unaccustomed to 
leggiee Everybody waited and waited for 
him to pitch a little short and nobody, 
exoept Rutherford maybe was really 
prepared to drive Hirwani They all 
stayed at home 

• Even though 1 realise Venkatapathi 
Raju is only starting out on his 
international career as a senior, 1 wish 
his bowling had a little more variation 
He had a good first Test, three for 80-odd 
and extremely sensible batting but he 
will become a great bowler if he adds 
more strings to his bow At the moment 
he does not use hie body very much to 
impart spin to pivot on the front foot and 
create a loop as the ball makes its way to 
thebntemen But I am sure he will 
improve vastly under the retired head 
pneet of classical left arm spin bowling 
Bishan Singh Bedi * 

• In Christchurch (first Tqpt) 1 thought 
the Indians played a little too freely A 
little llldieciplined for Test match play 
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Particularly outside the off stump ana 
particularly on the hook. There was a 
dramatic change by the time they came 
here to Napier for the second Test. 

They’ve obviously worked very hard at 
disciplining themselves, stifling some of 
their natural inclinations to go for their 
strokes boldly. Mohammed Azharuddin. 
for example, had such an attractive 
innings of 48 or so in the first innings at 
Christchurch. It was a good promotion 
for the series because we have had two 
very boring series against England and 
Pakistan and we needed something like 
the Indian approach to bring back the 
crowds.” 

•‘‘Raman of course had a big knock in the 
second innings of the Christchurch Test 
but on the other two occasions (including 
the only innings India batted in Napier) 
he went leg before to Hadlee. He tend;* to 
play the front foot slightly in the line of 
the ball initially and therefore he enus up 
playing his shot round that front pad. If 
he misses, like he did in the first innings j 
in Christchurch and Napier, he getr out j 
lbw. But these are things he can sort out j 
easily. He iooks an attractive player.” i 

• "Manjrekar very obviously is a batsman j 

of great promise. He did not show us ! 

much during his first three Test innings j 
we saw but he seems to have a lot of time j 
to play his shots and this is the hallmark i 
of a sound batsman. Sachi n Tendulkar, , 

need I say, is tremendously talented for ■ 
one so young? He holds the bat really low 
down and yet is able to drive very 
powerfully without much apparent 
effort. He looks a little troubled by the 
one that bounces high but then that is no 
yardstick to judge him by yet.” j 

• “Kiran More batted here in Napier J 

from experience. It was a charming little j 
innings, full of gumption. I liked the way j 
he did not hesitate to loft the ball into j 

vacant areas. That way the bowlers and 
the fielders were always under pressure 
when he was there because he was 
always attempting to get on top of them.” 

• “ Raju indicated that he has a lot more 
batting talent than people have either 
known or given him credit for He batted 
straight and sound in trying situations. 
Here in Napier he did not quite get to bat 
enough to show that the Christchurch 
performance was not a one-off thing. He 
could shape into one of your best 
allrounders in the near future.” 

Aahok Hamath, Napier 






The dearth of goals m m temational soccer 
is robbing the sport of its entertainment 
} value. The 1986 World Cup 
produced a ridiculous 2.54 goals per 
game, the lowest average since the 
tournament began in 1930. Soccer’s 
governing body, FIFA, has a new slogan: 

‘Go for Goal’. Now it’s left to the strikers. 


BY PAUL GARDNER 


EAL MADRID never 
had any trouble 
scoring goals when 
the legendary 
Argentine, Alfredo Di 
Stefano. led the team 
—I to its greatest 

_ triumphs in the late 

1850s 

Usually it was Di Stefano 
himself who put the ball into the 
net. but his passion for sconng 
was infectious, and there always 
seemed to be goals for his 
teammates too 

Di Stefano became a coach in the 
18708 when defense was 
beginning to dominate soccei and 
goal-scoring declined He noted 
the rise of O 0 ties and poured 
scon, on them with a wonderfully 
evocative line 

“Un partido sin goles es como una 
tarde sm sol,' he said “A game 
without goals is like an afternoon 
without sunshine 

That sentiment has been echoed 
in recenl days by Joseph Blatter 
I he genet al secetat y of soccer's 
governing body the Federation 
Internationale de Football 
Association 

Using the group’s new slogan 
Blatter said ‘ What FIFA wants 
the sport to do at the beginning ol 
the new decade is to Go for Goal 
so that soccer shall be an 
enjoyable attacking game 
Scoring goals is the most 
enjoyable activity on the field ’ 

FIFA s slick slogan will be 
backed by tough action when the 
latest edition of roccpi’s showcase 
tournament, the World Cup gets 
under way in Italy in June The 
referees for the competition will be 
told, when they meet at the end of 
March. that they must not allow 
tackling from behind in the 1880 
World Cup 

Such tackling lias long been 
used as a means of cynically 
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tripping an attacking player who 
has broken clear, with the 
defender always maintaining that 
he was going for the ball, not the 
legs, and that his tripping of the 
man with the ball was accidental. 

“We have to enfore this ban,” 
Blatter said. “Referees are very 
knowledgeable about the rules, 
but sometimes they are lacking 
the courage to impose those rules. 
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Defenders, including 
goalkeepers, who have no chance 
to get the ball, but deliberately 
bring down attackers, must be 
penalised.” 

Aaked if such offenders would 
be ejected, Blatter replied: “Yes, 
there could be red cards for this. If 
defenders do not change their 
attitude, yes, this World Cup 
could feature more expulsions 
than usual, at least in the 
beginning.” 

This represents a significant 
change in FIFA’s thinking. Seven 
years ago, when the English 
leagues tried to outlaw tackling 
from behind, FIFA ordered the 
experiment dropped. 

Further evidence of FIFA’s new 
attitude is its proposed change to 
the offside rule (an attacker in hne 
with the last defender- will in 


A SKED to list soccer's 
current world—class 
goal scorers, Pele 
names Marco Van 
Basten of Holland and 
Careca of Brazil, 
hesistates, then adds 
Gary Lineker of 
England—and comes to 
a halt 


future be onside, not offside as at 
present), although this will not be 
in force in time for the World Cup 
in Italy. 

The message is clear. Goals are 
beginning to look like an 
endangered species: The most 
recent World Cup, in Mexico in 
1986, produced an anemic 2.54 
goals per game, the lowest 
average since the tournament 
began in 1930. 

And, there is evidence that 
things are getting worse: 
Argentina, the winner of the 1986 
World Cup, has scored only 5 
goals in its last 14 games over last 
year. 

From the merely alarming to 
the almost unthinkable: a 
defensively oriented Brazil. 

The sight of the yellow-shirted 
Brazilians weaving their 
attacking magic in full cry for 
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goals has long been one of the 
giones of soocer But the 
Brazilians have not won the World 
Cup since 1970, and then coach, 
Sebatiao Lazarom, has his team 
playing a more defensive game 
The strategy has brought 
success, but low-scoring success 
Victory in last year’s South 
American championship owed 
much to a defense that allowed 
only one goal in seven games, 
while the attack averaged fewer 
than two goals per game 
Pele, who is an adviser to the 
Brazilian national team, said 
afterward "The Brazilian press 
did not like it They complained to 
Lazarom that ‘this is not Brazil,’ 
Lazarom told them, ‘But we won 
Which do you want 9 '” 

Lazarom's stark choice—either 
entertaming soccer or winning 
soccer- highlights the sport’s 
difficulty 

The ERA of defensive soccer 
I began m the 1960s with the 
sport's entry into the world of big 
business Losing a big game can 
cost a club a heap of money It can 
also cost a coach his job, with the 
result that caution reigns 
Oscar Tabarez, the coach of 
Uruguay’s national team, said, 
“The first responsibility is to not 
lose, to not give up goals ” 

Th at Is just the mentality that 
FIFA hopes to vanquish with its 
“Go for Goal” slogan 
“If you tell youi players that the 
first thing to avoid is giving up a 
goal,” Blatter said, “you kill the 
spirit of the game ’ 

Goal scoring provides a 
measure of that spirit Giorgio 
Chinagha, a teammate of Pele’s on 
the New York Cosmos of the 
mid-19708, speaks with the 
certainty of a man who was once a 
prolific goal-scorer 
"Goals are what the fans want to 
see,” Chinagha said “You 
entertain with goals, you win with 
goals To me, a 0-0 game is always 
boring even if it’s a great game ” 

It was an appallingly todious 
0-0 game between Italy and 
Argentina m December that 
raised the disturbing prospect of a 
goal drought in the World Cup 
“This is the sort of soccer that 
we’re going to see in the World 



Caret* is Brasil’s lethal weapon 
Cup,” said the Italian ooaeh, 
Azeglio Vioini. “We must prepare 
ourselves ” 

The soocer fan, who will be 
asked to pay up to $105 for the 

opening game in Italy, and as 
much as $166 for the final, may 
well wonder why he should 
prepare himself for high-priced 
tedium 

As Bobby Robson, ooaeh of 
England’s national team, 
commented "We’re m the 
entertainment business, and it’s a 
very competitive world We owe 
the fans something ” 

But that view is not shared by 
Tabarez, who said his team owed 
the fans only one thing ‘To win ” 
Tabarez believes that the problem 
is aggravated by a shortage of 
goal scorers 
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Marco Van Baeten (white, left) 

continues his prolific- flooring 








Gary Li ne ker. back in Engl a n d la 
as Hast as ever 

Asked to list soccer's current 
world-class goal scorers, Pale 
n a m es Marco Van Basten of 
Holland and Careca of Brazil, 
hesitates, then adds Gary Lineker 
of England —and comes to a halt 

Pele can offer no reason for the 
dearth, believing that this is 
simply “a bad moment for 
goal-scorers “ 

Ch m a g ha agrees "We have to be 
patient,” he said “These things go 
in cycles ” 

Tabarez, too. talks of a cycle, but 
concedes that modern 
'lltradefenmve styles may be 
stifling the development of 
attacking players 

There is general agreement that 
the game is now weighted in 
favour of the defense 



V< A. 

i' 



» v.n 


Twenty years ago, forwards 
were quicker than defenders,” 
Robson said "Not so now " 

Not only are defenders faster 
they are also, Chmagha believes, 
"much more skilled today ” 

T actically, the game has 
become enmeshed in a more 
defense-oriented outlook Where 
teams once took the field with 
three or even four out-and-out 
forwards, the usual number today 
is two, sometimes only one 
“The game is 

defensive minded ’ Robson said 
"However many forwards you 
play with the other team will 
always have at least one more 
defender ” 

Andy Roxborough coach of the 
Scottish national team, denied 
that defense was overemphasised, 


T HERE is gsnsral 
agreement that the 
game is now weighted 
in favour of the defense. 
"Twenty years ago, 
forwards were quicker 
than defenders," Bobby 
Robson said. "Not so 
now". Not only are the 
defenders faster, they 
are also, Giorgio 
Chinaglia believes, 
"much more skilled 
today". 


but did not concede that ‘at the 
international level, it’s very 
difficult for attacking players, 
they are marked so well so 
tightly ’ 

While it is routine for American 
sports to modify rules to increase 
scoring, soccer has rarely done 
this Thus FIFA's move m 
response to this goal famine 
belated though they be are highly 
significant They represent an 
unusal attempt to use soccer s 
rules to make the game more 
entertaining to bring back the 
goals 

Or, as the old goal scoring 
maestro Di Stefano would have it 
to give the afternoon back its 
sunshine 








WORLD SOCCER TEAMS 


ben Mr. E.F. 
Schumacher, 
the British 
economist 
wrote, “Small is 
beautiful", he 
perhaps did not 
have Belgium in 
mind. Because, Belgium 
(30,540 sq. km.) though 
small, its football was, 
and la 'not' beautiful in 
any sense. But off the 
field, the Belgians have 
creditable firsts’ in the 
game’s growth. 

The first man to sire 
the thought of staging a 
World Cup for soccer 
was Count Van der 
Straten Pouthoy, in 
1908. He was a Belgian 
(though the Frenchmen 
Jules Rimet and Henri 
Delauney get the 
credit!). In May 81, 

1904, when the FIFA 
was born, Belgium was 
one of the seven founder 
members. And, when 
the first World Cup 
contest was staged in 
Uruguay, only four 
European states 
travelled across the 
Atlantic to play. 
Yugoslavia, France, 
Rumania., .and 
Belgium! 

With such credentials, 
the Belgians had their 
first taste of blood by 
winning the 1980 
Olympiad (when their 
Czech opponents walked 
off the field in protest at 
having a player 
dismissed). But then it 
was neighbours. West 
Germany, Holland and 
France who became 
dominant. And Holland 
became the ‘old enemy’. 

France, in fact, played 
Belgium in the latter’s 
first international game, 
at Brussels in 1904, nine 
years after the Belgian 
Football Association had 
been bora. 

In the European 
Championship, Belgium 
have been luckier. A 


third-place slot in 1978, 
and a runners-up berth 
in 1980 promised much. 
But a first round 
elimination in 1984, 
caused mainly by a 
bribes scandal involving 
Standard Liege, resulted 
in suspension of eiz 
regulars. 

Four years later in 
1988, the Belgians failed 
toqucdify! 

Full time 

professionalism was 
introduced only as late 
as 1978. And a 16-team 
national first division 
was born. Anderlecht 
and Standard became 
the prime performers, 
with others coming in 
like Union St. Gilloiae, 
Beerschot and Racing 
Club Brussels. 

Belgian football had 
previously degenerated 
in the late Sixties and 
early Seventies. Clubs 
were able to include 
average imports from 
the then Belgian Congo, 
and Scandinavia. Paul 
Bonga-Bonga of 
Standard Liege was one 
of Africa’s beet to have 
played in Europe. In 
1968 Real Madrid tried 
to net him. But gave up 
when they learned he 
was 30! Meanwhile 
Julian Kialunda had 
shone for RSC 
Anderlecht, another 
Congolese product. 

Now, the “Red Devils” 
are tack in their third 
successive World Cup. 
With enthusiasm. But 
without ability to 
trouble the beet. The 
same old stuff once 
again. Mastering the 
offside trap. In attacks, 


I 
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or rather, 

counterattacks, beating 
their opponent’s offside 
trap. Split second 
tackling. Maintaining a 
zonal defence. 
Long-tailing out of 
defence. All welded 
together by crisp short 
passing, and inspired by 
rare pugnacity. 

The new manager is 
Walter Meeuws. A 
farmer international 


sweeper. And quite 
ironically, he was the 
oentral figure in the 
bribes soandal of 1984, 
which wiped out 
virtually, the side’s 
entire defence, and led to 
a first round elimination 
in the European 
Championship. 

He took over, when 
Guy Thy s, the former 
manager retired on hie 
100th international. 
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MUMMER. WALTER MEEUWS 
COLOURS: Red shirts, red shorts, red 


stockings 

OPPONENTS: Group E to be played Verona 
and Udine, South Korea, Spain, Uruguay 
PREVIOUS WORLD CUP APPEARANCE'S 1930 
First round elimination, 1934 First 
round elimination by Germany 2-5,1938 
First round elimination 1-3 to France, 
1954 First round elimination m group, 
4-4 draw with England, 1-4 loss to Italy 
1970 First round group 
elimination—Belgium 3 EL Salvador 
O—Belgium O Russia 4—Belgium 0 
Mexico 1,1982 Second round group 
elimination to Poland 03,1986 
Semifinalists Lost to Argentina 0-2 


during their qualifying 
rounds for the 1988 
European 

Championship m West 
Germany It was Thys 
who made Belgium a 
respected second rate 
power, from a third rate 
one m his eleven years 
reign 

While Meeuws is 
facing rough weather m 
getting his Bquad ready 
for Italia 1990, and some 
friendlies, Thys now as 
an advisor to the Belgian 
FA, is spying on hie 
group opponents of 
Italy, where the Group 
ol Death awaits them all 

The Belgians had a 
terrible time m 


qualifying for Italy A 
resounding home win of 
3-0 over Portugal, was 
followed by a very lucky 
away draw at Basle, to 
Switzerland Then on 
October 25,1989, came 


what some Belgian 
commentators said, was 
the worst match they 
had ever seen Tiny 
Luxembourg rank 
amateurs, held the Red 
Devils to a humiliating 



1—1 draw Of all the 
places, at the infamous 
Heysel Stadium But 
that point was enough 

No wonder there is 
only ‘cautious optimism 
for their eighth World 
Cup adventure m Italy 
Nothing more 1 

Of the old guard 
goalkeeper Ffaff 
Vercauteren and Erwin 
Vandenbergh are gone 
Of the team which lacks 
stars Meeuws is 
depending upon Nico 
Classen to fold form 
and full fitness Vicenzo 
Scifo was to be their star 
player in 1986 Mexico 
But badly flopped This 
is a second chance to 
prove himself in high 
company Being born of 
Sicilian immigrants 
Intomazionale Milan of 
Italy were able to grab 
him 

At one stage Scifo was 
being compared with the 
legendary Paul Van 
Himst, Belgium’s 
greatest player ever But 
form and fitness are 
troubling him now 

Marc van der Linden 
of Antwerp, and Marc 
Degryse of Anderlecht 
are young, fast and 
dangerous scorers The 


former particularly is in 
devastating form, and 
almost singlehandedly 
scorched through their 
opponents m the 
qualifiers for Italia 
1990 

Mechelen, a new force 
in Belgium, provides 
moat of the defence and 
the new goalkeeper. 
Michel Preudhomme 
This guy is going great 
guns Some say he’s 
world-class stuff and the 
big clubs of Europe have 
their eye on him 

The defence was seen 
to good light in the 
qualifiers against 
Czechoslovakia 
Poitugaland 
Switzerland The mei 
who kept them at bay 
apart from Michel m 
goal, were Bruno 
Versavel Leo Clysters 
and Marc Emmers 

Make no mistake This 
is a team m transition 

Jan Ceulemans, the 
tireless midfield leader, 
and a brilliant header, is 
over the hill’ This tall, 
blonde and elegant 
player with a 
phenomenal work rate, 
has been the hero of 
Belgian football for ten 
years Meeuws has no 
choice now lie will use 
him in Italy So will he, 
the 35 years young Enc 
Gerets, who tackles like 
a tiger 

On the wings is yet 
another very promising 
player, a midfielder 
determined aggressive 
shoots hard and runs 
like an Arab stallion 
They call him Luc Nilis 
Plays for Anderlecht 
Lacks temperament and 
consistenry 

Meeuws is a confused 
man Will his squad 
survive the Group of 
Death in Italy 9 Possibly 
Though not likely 1 
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The Madras Motor Sports 


Club’s new track at 


Sriperambadur is given a 


baptism of burnt rubber 


and octane fumes as 


the country’s premier 


speed racing event shifts 


venues. Partab 


Ramchand reports on the 


high-speed excitement 
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GRAND PRIX 


| MADRAS, FEHKI ARY 11 ft 1 ft, 1990 

I 1 F it is possible, the 
shift from 
Sholavaram—for 
over 30 years 
synonymous with 
speed, glamour and 
! thrills—to 
| Sriperambadur only 
I acted as an 
i embellishment. There 
! were still the speed, 

I glamour and 
j thrills—and then some. 

; The new international 
| standard track brought 
: .out the best in man and 
■ machine. And, by any 
: yardstick, the inaugural 
i meet—the 33rd All India 
I Motor Race Meet—on it 
; was a memorable event. 

Where does one begin 
| to tell the story of those 
j two incident-packed, 
i fun-filled, sun-soaked 
| and excitement-marked 
: Sundays? A blur of 
j memories—happy and 
| sad, good and 
; bad—flooded the mind. 
Yet, from the mass of 
results, from the nearly 
50 races, from the 
almost 100 prizes, one 
has naturally to begin 
the tale at the top. With 
the Trig boys'. The two 
competitors who took 
the big trophies: the 
. Ucal roiling trophy for 
overall Grand Prix 
winners in the 
two-wheeler and 
four-wheeler categories, 
i Flory Roothaert and 
Cheung Hoo Kong. They 
came, they saw, they 
conquered. And how! 
Chie a stocky 44-year-old 
ex-optician from 
Antwerp in Belgium. 
The other a thin 
26-year-old car 
salesman from Hong 


Kong. One in his 
Renault engine powered 
Lola. The other on his 
250 cc Honda. One 
spoke reasonably good 
English. The other no 
English at all. They 
were miles apart in 
background, place of 
origin and appearance. 
But as far as their 
attitude and skill on the 
track was concerned. 
they had a lot in 
common. 


up to 1600cc—two four 
lap and two ten lap 
races—saw ‘Kari’ finish 
second to Roothaert. But 
the Belgian ace’s 
supremacy was clearly 
marked. In the last race 
of the meet, a ten lap 
race, Roothaert finished 
about a quarter of a lap 
ahead of Karivardhan! 

Ravi Gupta and his 
Formula Indian load the 
pack around the circuit 


The other Indian ; 

competitors, local Ajit ! 
Thomas and j 

Coimbatore’s B. I 

Vijaykumar, provided j 
merely token resistance. 
However, the bigger 
disappointment came 
from the fragile 
challenge put up by the 
Sri Lankan trio of Aslam i 
Setter, Thambia and 
Rohan De Silva. The ! 
three, in their Formula ! 
Fords, were simply not j 



Flory Roothaert's 
victories were much 
more convincing. But 
then, he had hardly any 
competition worth the 
name. About the only 
competitor who might 
have pushed him was S. 
Karivardhan, but the 
Indian ace from 
Coimbator^ could do 
only so much in his 
Monoposto Special. All 
four events for imported 
racing single-seater cars 


Flory 

Roothaert and 
ChuengHoo 
Kong. They 
came, they 
saw, they 



in this class and in most 
cases, could not even 
complete the regulation 
laps. 

Roothaert, as 
expected, notched, up 
the best lap timing of the 
meet for four wheelers. 
In the ten lap race on the 
first Sunday, Roothaert 
scorched the track in the 
sixth lap to clock a 
record timing of one 
minute, 47.28 seconds 
and notch up an average 















ANOTHER BRANDS HATCH IN THE MAKING? 
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N EXT year it wfh hopsfuily be -part of the 
Aeiar—Pacific 'regi^wd omunpionsbip. ■ 
And, in the very assor future, *!*® MhArse, 
Motor Sports Club IS confidant that It will, 
enjoytha statue oflnMaoa.BraadsH^ 

MEonte Carlo, If and when that b»p|5«n*—and it 
to not jtiat wishful tbmktng—then everyone 
connected with motor racing to the country 
will lode back with toad memoriae at the 
inaugural meet held in February 1090 and say 
proudly *1 was there** 

Indeed, MM8C*a new international raoe 
track at Irungafctutetthl hear Sriperambadur, 
34 kilometres South West of Madras on the 
Madras—Bangalore highway was vary much 
the talking point of the meet- During the three 
decades that ttwABIhdm Motor Raoe Meat was 
held at Sholavaram, the oentre of attraction wa 
s always thoee taking part. And, at the end at 
yet another race meet, spectators. Officials, 
competitors awl medlamen would always dis¬ 
cuss the performances of the stars—from 
Zacky Dean to Jim Crawford, from Ray Hutch¬ 
inson to Sheriff Dy&zv ; 

Thistime, however, before, during and after 
the meet, all that everyone a ss oci a t e d with the 
popular annual competition would d is c uss was 
the new track. No, it wasn’t that there was 
Ttntfting fay way of performanoes.The excellent 
showing by the oolourful riders tram Hong 


Kong, ■tss& 

RoothaertvecmtfaaCHmnd 
en. the grand paribmanpabyffo^ 

Gopinath in the' Formula One Single ■'Sailer'; 
Maruti ohampionehip, ihe two whMdar duels 
b etween gfayam ICothariand QurmlndarBtag- 
h...there was all tide and muoh moxe. But the 
oentre of attraction was not dm men or their 
machines but the track on Which they roda or 
drove. 

- And why not? 'Aftar all* this wag dm find 
motor raoe track tathsdckmtry to meaaure up. 
to international specifications. While .World 
' class fanllfflna exist in .this country for so 1 
many sports and games, * major sport like 
motor racing had to make do wi o i abandoned 
air strips, makeshift tracks and c ontri v e d 
co n tr apt ions.", 

It is reasonable to believe that the new track 
would alter the foes of the sport in this 
country. A beaming 8. Muthukriahnan, Presi¬ 
dent, MMSC told r eporter s during the meet 
thstthey bad already received a letter from the 
FIM asking them whether they would be 
interesting In bidding for one leg of the 
Asia—Paoific championship next year. “Of 
ooure we will be bidding for it and I am 
confident at staging it,” said Muthukriahnan. 

Conducting a truly international level meet 
is not the only way motor racing will benefit in 








the mmto?. Hunks to the new truck, that* 
would be *tnmd4h*-y*«r Admit rsoiag feeai> 
ties. But the ancillary b enefit s are so much 
mow, Aooardlng to Muth ukrlshn a n , a modem 
JR and X> osntm will be established tor tha 
automobile industry. Sped*! trelning prog¬ 
rammes for motor apart offidala from all ovar 
the country oould be cxmducted regularly. Tha 
new track also gives tha ohanos tor training 
fedHtisa to State and public transport drivers 
under the guidanoe of expert*. Infect. Yamaha 
have already afferm to aet up a ridem* training 
awWtl faf agfHy o o m pgtttfon*. 

*Tha Madras track, as It has been unofficially 
ohriatanad, thus seams to baa dream ala which 
motor sport osn only took up and forward- 
And indead tha hasdy pralsa for it asamsd both 
predictable and juatifiad. Riders and drivers 
who ptrlfcsipateti 1 in tha just ooncludad mast 
bailed it as a truly international standard 
track Tha participants from Hong Kong said 
it waa more safe than the track at Maoeu And 
even a a o a a o nod pro like Flory Roothaert who 
baa taken part in races, moto cross oampeti- 
tions and rallies in many parts of the world 
praised the track, adding that there was no 
reason why it oould not became part of tbs 
Asia—Pacific regional championship 

And yet there were a few voices of dissent 
Some said it was a difficult course Others said 
it did not measure up to international sped' 
flcations, pointing out same defect or tbs 
other Many of these complaints ware levied by 
co m pe t itors who did not do very well and ao 
were not to be taken seriously. As an MM8C 
officials put It, "when they win, the trade is 
good When they lose, the trade is to blame" 

Winning and losing is part of the game And 
in this sport, eo are spills and mishap There 
were quite a few accidents, but fortunately 
none of them were major But the point to note 
was that virtually all of them involved Indian 
participants Having performed for yearn on 
the T-shaped track at Sholavaram with Its long 
straights and only a few, manageable curves 
and u-turns, the la bends of various degrees at 
tightness and only three comparatively much 
«n«iiiw straights t oo k its toll on inexpert* 
enoed riders and drivers But the foreign 
rider* and drivers did not seem to fees any 
problem. 

Two FXM observers who were to have super* 
vised the trade during the meet had to poet' 
pone their virit, according to MMBC odofele. 
However, the MMBC got the VJM okay—via 
Derek Dunoan, the Hong Koog based FQi 
representative who came ovar as dowager of 
the Hong IRmpg contingent. Duncan gave the 
thumbs up signal to the track, adding there 
was no reason to believe that India would not 
getonelegoftltoAaia'Faolfioregfoindotiam' 
nionahio. 

A ’ £.A* 




Farad Bathena hurls hie 
Maruti around with 
characteristic abandon 

speed of 124 1 kmph 
over the 3 ? km track 
One wonders what he 
might have achieved had 
only the competition 
been worthier 
The formidable 
18-strong oontmgent 
from Hong Kong 
provided the beet 
entertainment of the 
two-day meet With 
tongue-twisting names 
and colourful souped up 
foreign production 
bikes, they thrilled with 
their dare devil ndmg 
their expertise on the 
curves being a 
particularly high point 
All the bikes were in the 
250 cc category, most of 
them being Hondas with 
a few Suzukis and 
Yamahae thrown m 
Very soon after the 
first six lap race 
commenced it was 
obvious that three 
competitors—Cheung 
Hoo Kong, Ip Hin Kwai 
and Ng King 
Tuan- were very much 
ahead of their colleagues 
as far ae tiding skill 
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With 
colourful 
souped-up 
foreign 
production 
bikes, the 
bikers from 
Hong Kong 
thrilled 

went And by the end of 
the meet during which 
they participate in four 
races—two six lappei s 
and two ten 
tappers -Cheung Hoo 
Kong had provided 
himself to be ahead of 
hie two compatriots 
Kong started slowly 
In the first race he 
finished third behind Ng 
Hing Tuen and Ip Hin 
Kwai In the longer 
event on the first 
Sunday he was second to 
Kwai On the second 
Sunday, however there 
was no stopping him 
Third at the halfway 
mark m the six lap race, 
he climbed to second 
spot during the fourth 
lap went into the lead 





I during the fifth 
j lap—and stayed there 
The final ten lapper saw 
1 a keen duel for 
supremacy between 
I Kong and Kwai The 
latter led initially but 
midway through Kong 
took over and, after an 
engrossing tussle 
finished about a second 
and a half head of Kwai 
In the process, Kong 
also set up the fastest lap 
timing of the meet for 
two wheelers, finishing 
the ninth lap in two 
minutes 4 12 seconds 
for an average speed of 
107 3 kmph 
In fact, this trio from 
Hong Kong was 
responsible for the most 
pulsating raoe of the 
entire meet It was the 
ten lapper on the first 
Sunday, and the three 
riders had spectators on 
their feet for the most 
part of the 37-kilometre 
event, whioh he 
surrendered to Kwai 
just after the halfway 
mark And then, 
suddenly, came Cheung 


R. Qoplnath dominated 
the Indian challenge by 
winning four races 


SRIPERAMBADUI 


MMOfeftlOX? partial- 
1'pants have always 
attracted attention at 
the All Imtfla Motor 
RfcwMMAV Mot just 
'’for their perform¬ 
ances on track but 
•Ijq for their colour* 
fat character. But 
Artemiy Madras ha# 
WPfc seen a more ea- 


dan, he is now a pro¬ 
fessional race driver 
and rallyist With foe 
“optical” background, 
Roofthaatt baa always 
able to keep his eyes 
on the treat, concen¬ 
trating herd whether 
It 1# on tbs straights 
or curves. 

With his many 



gaging 
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than 


Th 44-ysar*old 
Rootheart speaks 
with a capped Shir> 
gwan accent, as well 
h# m$A t hailing aa 
ha does from 
Antwerp, Belgium. 
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qualification* there is 
"no denying the fleet 
Ibaft the racoon 
fbr hie popularity in 
India was hie local 
connection*. Booth- 
aert is no stranger to 
the Indian motor 
•port soon*. He bee 
yft+tn c fflh p r t i ng fn 
Himalayan Rally for 


the last firs years 
It was 

last year that he met 
Seems, who warf* 
working as a pufcUd 
relations manager 
with Hyatt Regenayj 
New Delhi The hotel 
Sponsored him forth# 
Himalayan Rally It 
was H iove at ftrst 
eight” for both and cm 
January ii they got 
married 

M waa while hon¬ 
eymooning at Pusher- 
man’s Cove .that Boo 
thaert was sounded 
out by MHF to don 
their colours at 
Srlperambadur He 
prefers rallying to 
racing, nevertheless 
he could not turn 
dawn the challenging 
offer—and the rest, M 
they say, is history 

A ccidents are not 
uncommon in 
motor raolng One 
got used to seeing 
spills at Sholavaram 
But there is no de¬ 
nying the foot that 
the Inaugural mast at 
Srlperambadur had 
more than Its quota of 
mishaps Fortunately 
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(DELIGHTS 


there were no serious 
Injuries But there 
were quite a few rid¬ 
ers who went tor a 
“toee" or drivers 
whose ears were 
knocked about 
Most of the mishaps 
occurred around the 
same two or three 
tricky bends But 
perhaps the most se¬ 
rious "knock shout’ 
involving: three cars 
occurred m the ten 
lap race for Formula 
Indian Single Sealer 
Marutis on the second 
Sunday While nego¬ 
tiating the "noto¬ 
rious’ last bend, on 
the sixth lap, Vikram 
Murthy of MMSC lost 
control and his 


Hoo Kong's fantastic 
challenge Zipping past 
Tuen he bid strongly to 
overtake the leader 
Kwai But by the ' ime 
the racers came around 
the final bend NgHing 
Tuen had recovered 
ground and, over the 
last straight, the three 
weie so close that they 
took the chequered flag 
almost together m a 
bunch 

The timings will 
illustrate the closeness 
of the tussle IpHui 
Kwai won, timing 21 
minutes, 42 31 seoonds 
Cheung Hoo Kong was 
second, clocking 21 


r 


oar spun around on 
the track Coming up 
behind him, Rajiv 
Chesetty (MMSC) hit 
Mur thy’e oar but 
managed to steer 
away and continued 
on his way Hot so 
lucky was Bajar&m. 

His oar rammed 
Murthy’s vehicle with 
such force that while 
Rajaram’s front 
wheel was badly dam¬ 
aged, Murthy’s back 
wheel oame unstuck 
The cars were in no* 
condition to be in the 
race and were drag¬ 
ged away Shaken but 
unhurt, Murthy and 
Rajaram walked 
away to the pit area 


Among the 
Indian riders, 
It was again 
Gurminder 
Singh who 
stole the 
show. The 
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won four 
event* lit 
area 
the 




minutes, 42 73 seconds 
And third placed Ng 
Hmg Tuen’s timing was 
21 minutes, 43 18 
seconds Yee, less than 
half a second separated 
the three riders Surely 
there can’t be many 
races closer than that' 

R Gopinath, the 
fast-nsing driver from 
Coimbatore held 
oentrestage when it 




came to the Indian 
oompetitors Whether m 
the race for single seater 
Maruties or whether in 
the modified Indian oars 
category, Gopinath held 
sway, winning four 
races in all With a tally 
of 85 points, Gopinath 
was adjudged the best 
Indian driver and also 
claimed the Team Carex 
trophy tor best overall 
placing for Formula 
India Maruti engine 
oars 

Among the Indian 
nders, it was again 
Gurminder Singh who 
stole the show The 
30-year-old 


Cheung Hoo Kong (Inset) 
almoet grounde hie right 
knee ae he negotiates a 
right-hander on hie 250 
cc Honda 

businessman from 
Madras won four events 
mall his duel for 
supremacy with Shyam 
Kothari of Poona being 
one of the noteworthy 
features of the meet 
With a tally of 110 
points, Gurminder 
Singh was easily 
adjudged the best Indian 
rider and claimed the 
Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu trophy donated by 
the Tamil Nadu 
Government • 
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RULE 10-1 match play 

WHEN THE BAUA ABE IN PLW, THE BAU- FARTHER FROM 
THE HOLE SHALL BE PLAYED FIRST. IF THE BALLS ARE 
EQUIDISTANT FROM THE HOLE, THE BALL TD &E PLAYED 
FIRST SHOULD BE DECIDED BY LOT / 
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RULE. IX t SEARCHING FOR BALL 

IN SEARCHING FOR HIS &AU- ANYWHERE ON Hit COUHS&, 
THE PUAYER MAY TOUCH OR MW UON& &RASS, RUSHES, 
BUSHES, WHINS. HEATHER OB THE LIKE, BUT ONI.Y TO THE 
EUTENT NECESSARY TO FIND A NO IDENTIFY IT, PROVIPEP 
-THAT THIS POES NOT IMPROVE THE ME OY THE BAIL, 

The area of his intended swine or his une or play 












DEFINITIONS out of bounds 

A PLAYER MAY STAND OUT OF BOUNDS TO PUAY 
A BALL LYING WITHIN BOUNDS 



Tbeware 

OF THE 
DOG 
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RULt 5-3 BAU UNM1 I OR PUAY 

f- A B*U BREAKS IN 10 PIECES AS A RESULT Or A STROKE 
1*t sTROKt >WAU. Bt REPl A>f r Wl NOU T PENALTY 


win 
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Vasant Raiji has written eight books on 
cricket. Played the Ranji Trophy for 
Bombay and Baroda. Batted alongside 
Vijay Merchant and Vijay Hazare Now 
owns probably the most extensive 
cricket library in India. V. Gangadhar 
profiles this incurable cricket romantic 


I FIRST met Vasant 
Rain m 1088 while 
doing an article on 
the late Vyay 
Merchant for the 
Reader s Digest Among 
the dozens of people 1 
interviewed for the 
piece, Kayi was the most 
articulate and 
well informed coming 
out with anecdotes 
which revealed the 
character of Merchant 
Merchant was a close 
friend of Raiji They 
were' teammates during 
the 1940 s and 50's often 
opening the batting tor 
the Cricket Club of India 
(CCI) and once sharing a 
partnership of 187 runs 
against Farsi 
Gymkhana m the local 
league In a span of 20 
years. Rayi played Ranji 
cricket for Bombay and 
Baroda (on birth 
quahfic ation), scored 
heavily for Indian 
Gymkhana while 



studying Chartered 
Accountancy in London, 
and led CCI and Jolly 
Cricketers to several 
victories in the Bombay 
league 

Nowaportly70 Rayi, 
a successful Chartered 
Accountant, shrugs off 
his cricketing days But 
they had some purple 
patches too Playing for 
Baroda against a strong 
Maharashtra in 
Decembei 1844, Rayi 
outshone Vyay Hazare 
to such an extent that 
A F S Talyarkhan 
headlined the feat in his 
paper Bhoratjyoti. 

‘Raip’s Masterly 


Rani owns ail the 
Wmden volumes 
from 1900 
including the 1916 
limited edition 


Knock 

Hazare’* luekv 
Century* 

The Times of India 
acknowledged Rayi's 68 
(Hazare scored 127) as 
‘Excellent batting by 
Rayi, Hazare hits 
century’ He played with 
and against Merchant, 
Hazare, L P Jai, Amir 
Elahi, Gul Mohammad. 
K C Ibrahim, Dattu 
Phadkarand 
Rangnekar, was chosen 
for the CCI against the 
First Commonwealth 
side of 1848-50, but quit 
first-class cricket the 
next year He continued 
to play club cricket till 
1860 and though a 
recognised batsman, 
registered two 
hat-tncks His younger 
brother, Madan Rayi, 
regularly played for 
Bombay during this 
period 

In his own way, Rayi 
has continued to serve 
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the game he loveB. "No, 
no. not as an 
administrator or 
selector,” he laughed. “1 
am not pushy enough to 
get into these. No one 
ever invited me, and 1 
have no grievances. ” 
Raiji now possesses one 
of the finest and most 
comprehensive 
collection of cricket 
books and has so far 
authored eight works on 
the game (two of them in 
collaboration with 
others') 

Raiji owns all the 



Wisden volumes from 
1900 including the 1916 
limited edition (because 
of the War) which is not 
mentioned in the 
catalogues and which 
carries the obits of the 
great Trumper and W G. 
Grace. 

He began collecting 
books even while at 
school, selecting them 
from the catalogue of 
the British firm, E.F 
Hudson, London, 
bombed out during the 
War. 

“I prefer books by 
genuine cricket 
writers,” explained 
Raiji. They have 
literary merit. Cardus, 
for instance. 1 read 
again and again. I am 
not interested in the 
ghost-written memoirs 
of players.” 


Raiji's library has 
quite a few rare 
books—‘Felix on the 
Bat’, a scientific enquiry 
into the use of the 
cricket bat (published by 
Bailey Brothers) is an 
1863 edition. ‘The 
Young Cricketers Tutor’ 
by John Nyren (1893), 
'The Cricket Field’ or 
The History of the Game 
of Cricket’ (18G8). ‘Great 
Batsmen’ (Illustrated), a 
1905 publication which 
has the famous 
photographs of 
Trumper jumping out to 
drive and Ranji playing 
the leg glance. Another 
interesting book is the 
1896 publication of 
‘Rip’s Cricket 
Caricatures’ from 
London Evening News, 
originally priced one 
penny which Raiji 
picked up for just Rs 10! 


“Don't ask me to list 
my favourite books.” 
protested Raiji. “There 
are too many” But I 
insisted and finally he 
made a list. Cardus' 
Autobiography, 'Good 
Days’. Days in the Sun’ 
‘Summer Game’ (again 
all by Cardus), ‘The 
Golden Age of Cricket' 
by A.A. Thomson. 
Ronald Mason's 
biography of Jack 
Hobbs, Fingleton’s 
‘Brightly Fades the Don’ 
and ‘Cricket Crisis’, and 
The Cricket Match’, a 
fictitious account of a 
match between 
Tillingford and Ravely 


















AN OLD-TIMER REMEMBERS 


T * •OncemjNMtogVl^ " 

v, - MarOuutt«nd SunH Gavaskar : I had played 

:■ withVfjay.andwatchedSunil.Thieisa 

difficult quertion. Gavaskar, towards the end 
' of his career, showed he could be aggressive 
Merchant never resorted to aggression except 
one—at Manchester, 1936, Strokewiae. 

• Merchant’s late cut was better than anything 
Gavaskar could play. If we go by the generally 
accepted acid-teat, that succeeding in English 
conditions establishes the true worth of a 
batsman, then Merchant should get the vote. 
In 1036 and 1046 he was outstanding. 
Gavaskar had one truly memorable knock, his 
221 at The Oval in 1979. Merchant did not face 
the West Indies quickies, but he succeeded 
against Clarke. Nichols. Fames. Bowes. Gover 
and our own Nissar. At the same time, Sunil’s 
innings against the Pakistani spinners on a 
spiteful Bangalore pitch was something 
Merchant would have been proud to play. 

• On Players vs Officialdom: This problem 
existed even in my playing days when there 
was no Players* Association. Merchant, 
Amarnathand C.K. Nayudu all had 
confrontations with the cricket Board. It was 
on an individual basis. Merchant believed he 
lost the captaincy of the 1946 English tour 
because of a Board official Subb&rayan 


• On briefest: I watch it only oh ' 'NT' 

television and that too only the dosing 
mbipents Someof theatrokes. like the heave , 

over midwicket or the glide through the slips 
are so ugly. It makes the bowlers 
defence-oriented. 

• Oh what hs looks tor In a cricket book: Let's 
omit those which are statistical. Of the otehrs. . 

I prefer those which are part of cricket 
literature with an easy, flowingsttyle You 
should be able to appreciate them at any time, 
in any mood 

• Qn why cricket lends Itself to such* vast 
literature: First the variety in the game 
itself—batting, bowling fielding, 
wicketkeeping, umpiring, pitches and so on. 

You can write books on any ofthese. Then the 
leisurely pace of the game offers more scope to 
creativity. The atmosphere, 1 mean, the 
stretches of green, the tents, the lunch and tea 
breaks, the weather. Twenty-two players and 
the two umpires. You watch them for five 
days. So much happens thatreveals their 
character, which is meat and drink for the 
writers. For those who love it, cricket is not 
merely a game. If s a way pfliffe. So you have 
all these books, even poems, 

V.C. j 


by Hugh de Selinoourt. 

The next step was 
writing. Raiji has so far 
written eight books. 
They are on Ranji, 
Duleep (with three 
others). Trumper, Ranji 
Centenary Album (a 
compilation), L.P. Jai, 
The Romance of Ranji 
Trophy. India's 
Hambledon Men, CCI 
and Brabourne Stadium 
(with Anandji Dossa) 
and C.K. Nayudu. the 
Shahenshah of Indian 
cricket. A11 the books are 
regularly listed in 
foreign catalogues and 
reviewed by Cardus, 
Arlott, Ray Robinson 
andE.W. Swan ton in 
prestigious cricket 
journals. Cardus wrote a 
full-page feature on the 
Ranji centenary volume 
in the December 1972 
issue of 'Playfair 


Monthly’ 

Discussing his 
treasured books makes 


Raiji feel younger. 
During our three-hour 
chat, he skipped about. 


got up about 50 times, 
bringing his rare 
volumes, clippings and 
‘most precious items’. 
These include 
handwritten letters 
from Cardus. Hobbs. 

Ray Robinson and even '■ 
one from the late Robert \ 
Menezies. the 
cricket-loving Prime ! 
Minister of Australia In i 
one of his eight letters to ; 
Raiji, Bradman load this j 
to say "I am not 
knowledgeable about the ! 
various religions or 
cu|ts in India. For 
instance, 1 have no idea 
what differences divide 
the Hindus, Muslims, 
Sikhs and Parsees. But 
as far as 1 can make out. 
they are all united in 
their love for cncket. 
What a pity the same 
can’t be said about their 
other beliefs.” • 
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Bihar’s 

Dreams 

Fade 



RONICALLY the only 
Bihari in the Delhi team, 
skipper Kirti Azad 
deprived his home State 
Bihar from an upeet win 
over the Ranji t rophy 
holders. The elements reduced the 
four-day Charminar Challenge 
Ranji Trophy Delhi vs Bihar 
quarter final match to two days 
plus 55 minutes and two 
mandatory overs. The result was 
decided on the first innings lead 
or the run quotient. 

Chasing a moderate Bihar total 
of249. Delhi were at one stage a 
pitiable 94 for 5. The much 
vaunted Delhi batting line 
(without Manoj Prabhakar and 
Ajay Sharma who were on 
national duty) collapsed like the 
proverbial nine pins. Skipper 
Kirti Azad called the collapse, 
“rank bad batting and lack of 
concentration " A more charitable 
view was that the batsmen could 
not cope with the guile and 
controlled swing bowling of 
twenty-year-old MRF trainee 
Subrata Banerjee. 

Bihar lacked the services of a 
regular off spmner. Skipper 
Gidwani later lamented, “We 
missed our main strike bowler. V. 
Venkatram who could not play 
due to a stiff neck. Left arm 
spinner K. V P. Rao lacked 
adequate support at the other 
end.” Still Gidwani's tactics nearly 
paid off. He said, “Our ploy was to 
give Kirti a single off the first ball 
and then attack the latter 
batsmen!’ 

Skipper Kirti Azad and 
southpaw Pradeep Jain put on an 
unbeaten 48 runs for the ninth 
wicket. The psychological ploy 
worked. Azad later said, “I kept 
telling Pradeep to bat straight and 
that I would support him. I believe 
in my player's ability and did not 
want to convey that he is a 
tailender and so should be careful. 
Pradeep batted resolutely and we 
survived.” 

Earlier, Delhi’s hero was 
discarded international fa*: 
bowler Sanjeev Sharma. Bowling 
with sustained hostility,he 
captured 8 for 76 in 32 overs. 






T HE Koreans seem to be taking their parti¬ 
cipation m the Beijing Asiad seriously 
The athletes selected to oompete this year 
have entered a military camp for commando- 
style training My, my 
Korean sports officials later disclosed that 
about 300 national athletes were sent to a 
camp outside Seoul for a week of ice-water 
bathing, mountain climbing and other courses 
devised only for commandos 
Officials went one step lurther to say that 
the athletes were taught to overcome 
hardships and develop spiritual command over 
their bodies with the help of such training 
Discipline is also strictly emphasised upon If 
one athlete shirks tough drills it would moan 
disciplinary action for all his roommates too 
Are the Indian athletes listening 9 



To the Asiad 


I T must be en 
r o u t a g' n g lor 

feminist sym In a ma 

pat hist is to ham 
that out of Britain s 

loaning rugby clubs is being coached by a 
woman 

The t lub is Sai acens The subject in question 
is Ms Alma Thomas wno as a sports psycho 
logist is alicady an important member of the 
England lb Gioup coaching team to advise the 
plavt is on the mental side of the game and its 
coaching 


MAIDEN 


In a man’s world 


Thomas who is 
head of tlu PE De 

s world F'lTu a * B o 

1 'id f ollepc of Fuitli 
ti Education looks 
after her husband David a foimei 
Llanelli and Welsh flanker She has a psycho 
logical profile of eveiv players strength and 
weaknesses and she has all the answers 
She is helping sportsmen she is doing 
something that is giving her a lot ol satisfac 
tion and she is also pushing back male 
chauvinism Quite a versatile woman 
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nr HE WAGES OF SIN I 


On Brit sport 


V AND A LIS? 1 m Britain has assumed such 
alarming proportions that South Liver 
pool of the HFS Ixaane league are being 
forced to vacate their grounds 
They have decided that they can no longei 
cope with damage to then Holly Park ground 
which they estimate had cost them £500 OOO 
in recent years 

The club, has two social clubs, both of which 
were burnt down last summer The bigger of 
tne two had been broken into 21 times and all 
in a span of 12 months The main stand 
suffered three serious fires and seats were 
regularly wrecked 

The final straw came when a peumeter wall 
was smashed by sledgehammers Insurers 
refused to provide cover for the ground after 
that 

Graham Ost, the secretary summed it up 
“We believe we’ve done every thing possible 
We even got a guard dog, but that failed 
because the vandals befriended it 
After all that, there's nothing much to be 
said Or is there 9 















Team Of The 


T HE humiliating defeat at 
the hands of the Kiwis is a 
defeat for the team of the 
90 s The call from Indian 
manager, Bishen Bedi. to send 
Dilip Vengsarkar as a 
replacement for the injured Sidhu 
is a slap in the face for Raj Smgh 
Dungarpur 

After all, he was supposed to be 
a player of the ‘80’s and not the 
‘90's So, Mr Dungarpur. whv 
don't you take a break and give 
somebody else the chance to select 
the team’' 

CK SUBHAMAN1AM, 

Madras 



Tears 


B ECKER’s candid admission oi 
the emptiness of life at the top 
brought tears to my eyes 
( Sportaworld , 31st Jan; Becker is 
a lesson to all of us who aspire for 
money and lame Things don’t 


as was mentioned 
DING A RENTHLE1. 

Aizawl 

The error is regretted—Editor 


Boris Becker 

seem rosy at all when we get these 
things 

S LFTEKHAR AHMED, 
Melviaharam, 

Tamil Nadu 


An Error 


3 


I HAPPENED to read ‘Auckland 
Scnbbhngs’ by Ashok Kamath 
{Sportaworld. 7 Feb) in which he 
had written about Zoran Thanga, 
the pint-sized powerhouse 
However, there is a mistake His 
name is Zoramthanga and he is 
from Mizoram and not Manipur, 


fflHANKS Sportaworld for your 
A smart presentation in your 
issues Your special feature on the 
Siddis {Sportaworld, 7 Feb) was 
worth reading Hope that the SAI 
will come up with different 
schemes all over the country, so 
that all untapped talent can be 
unearthed 
R HARIKUMAR, 

Trivandrum 


I BEG AN buying Sportaworld 
only a couple of mont hs bark 
but now I can't resist the 
temptation of buying the 
magazine The rf view and 
preview of the Australian Open 
was very good I liked your report 
on young Leander Pars and 1 
congratulate him on hiR splendid 
performance 
C SHYAMSUNDAR 
Madras 


THE FAN CLUB 

Dear Edgar 
Mascarenhas. 

Wishing you all the best 
m your career 
Just one bit of 
advice please play for 
( your country and not for 
I yourself You can help 
yourself by intoning 
‘laird held me' before 
you step onto the field 
Your admirer 
DAISY (Polka). 

Dear Snkkantli 
Don’t get upset at being 
dropped from the Indian 
tram 1 am sure you will 
be back as an opener 
before long What the 
hell does Raj Smgh 
think of himself'' He has 
very little sense of the 
game and will soon rum 


our cricket before his 
tenure is over I don’t 
know if this is any 
consolation but your 
fans are with you m this 
huur of trial 
A favour ran you send 
me your autograph at 
the following address 0 
SAMPA DI6HAL, 
‘Gltanjali’, P.O. 

Kunjaban, Shyamall 
Bazar, Agartala, Tripura, 
799006. 

Dear Snkkanth, 

It was a 440-volt shock 
to hear that you had 
been dropped from the 
side to tour New 
Zealand What does one 
say to the Indian 
selectors” A bunch of 
jokers, that’s what' I 
hope you make it back to 
the Indian team You are 


my favourite cricketer 
your square cuts and 
steers are a delight to 
watch 1 have often tried 
to play the strokes but m 
vain 

I wonder how 1 can get 
your address to ask you 
foi your autograph 
NRIPEN NAG, 

Jorhat, Assam. 

Dear Ravi Shastn 
1 am a devoted fan of 
yours I admire your 
personality I’d like to 
become like you when 1 
grow older I was 
disappointed when you 
were dropped for the 
tour of New Zealand, but 
the Sportaworld 
interview clarified a lot 
of points The fact that 
you have accepted the 
challenge to return to 
the side has made me a 


.stauiK ht’i enthusiast of 
yours I 

Can you do me a lavour‘> 
Con 1 have an 
autographed picture of 
yours” , 

Please do ru >t disap pni nt | 
me (You didn't reply to 
my earlier letter) And 
don't lose my address 
MOU GHOSH, Old DMO 
Hospital Colony, E.R., 

Beth Road, Quarter no. 

77A, P.O. Asansol, 

District Burdwan 713301, 
Bengal. 

Want to toll your favourite 
cricketer something? Why 
don't you reach out for a 
sheet of paper and write? 
WeH carry your letter hi 
our columns, which la as 
good a way of getting the 
text to them. 

Write to Tho Fan Chib', 
Sportaworld, 6 PrafuMa 
Sarkar Street, Calcutta 
700001. 
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L AST week we’d 
ohecked cut lege; 
now let’s try and 
pump up those 
arms a little. After all. 
what’s great body with 
puny arms? Gotta have 
them biceps bulging out 
of your sleeves or else 
you ain’t gonna be 
tough. 

Freehand exercises for 
the arms are okay. But 
there aren’t any that 
really isolate the arms. 
Concentrate all the ac¬ 
tion on them, making 
them toil hard...and 
show the results for it. 
Like, push-ups and pull- 
ups really work the 
arms alright but spread 
the effort out among the 
shoulders and upper tor¬ 
so too. So if you’re going 
for gold with the arms, 
it’s gotta be done with 
iron. 

The best bicep builders 
are curls: the standing 
curl, the reverse curl, 
the preacher’s curl and' 
so on. Using the resist¬ 
ance offered by the 









weight*, they syBtenmti- 
oally isolate the arms 
during the exercise to 
make the bieepe and 
trioeps take all the 
strain. In fact, there are 
a lot of fitness enthu¬ 
siasts around who only 
bomb their arms with 
reps at curie. That way 
they can flash an im¬ 
pressive set of muscles 
when they roll up the 
sleeves and hit town. 

But more seriously, if 


you're interested in 
overall fitness, you’ve 
got to give each body- 
part its.due. A total 
workout is one that 
works every part of the 
body and develops it in 
proportion. So don’t get 
carried away with 
your arms so much that 
all you have are huge, 
muscular arms while 
the rest of the body is 
either spindly or flabby. 
Just give them enough 


to fill out and get ripped. 
Basically to be stron- 
g...and look good. 

The first exercise we’ll 
use is the 'alternate 
dumbbell curl'. Stand 
with a dumbbell in each 
hand, at arm’s length; 
your palms facing your 
thighs. Starting with 
your left hand, slowly 
lift the dumbbell up un¬ 
til it clears the thigh, 
then begin to rotate your 
wrist outward and curl 


Arm Yourself 
With Muscle 



it up until the arm can 
bend no further. Be sure 
to keep your wrist 
straight and the elbow 
in its original position. 
Bring tbe dumbbell 
down slowly, rotating 
the wrist inward slight¬ 
ly, to the starting posi¬ 
tion. Now repeat this 
with the right arm. 

The next one is very 
similar, except that it’s 
done with a barbell and 
therefore requires both 
arms to be curled up at 
the same time. One 
advantage with this is 
that you can go in for a 
heavier poundage sinoe 
you’re using both ar-ns 
simultaneously. 

The next exercise is 
called the 'reverse curl’ 
and is again similar to 
the normal curl except 
that you grip the bar 
with a reverse grip, i.e. 
palms facing down. This 
works the triceps more, 
giving them a chance to 
catch up with the pre¬ 
mier arm muscles: the 
biceps. 

And, of course, there 
is the ‘preacher’s curl'. 
Called this because of 
the support taken from 
an almost preacher-like 
pulpit, this exercise 
works on the basic of the 
concentration curl. 
Where the elbow is sup¬ 
ported by either your 
knee (as in the concen¬ 
tration curl) or an 
angled board (as in the 
preacher’s curl), making 
the bicep muscle do all 
the work in the lift. 

That’s all for this 
week. We’ll give you 
some more arm-builders 
next week. Keep at them 
and you’ll Boon be roll¬ 
ing up your sleeves a lit¬ 
tle higher. After all, 
what’s the use of all that 
muscle if you don’t im¬ 
press a few people, 
right? 


' j',V, - rti Jv; i V T-?V.‘V • • •* 






SPOT REPORT 



»cr 




The winners take it a'l. B V. Srinivasa Murthy 
(right) and Ashok Shandilya show oft their 
trophies after the championships 
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The mun of the me*t: Ashok Shandllys. 
Winner of the billiards title and runner-up in 
tha snookar 


T IHE Mcdowell 56th Senior & 

14th Junior National 
Billiards & Snooker 
Championships concluded 
at Bangalore with a pronounced 
degree of satisfaction for 
Karnataka—with local snooker 
stalwart B V Snmvasamurthy 
annexing the glittering trophy, 
thwarting young Ashok 
Shandilya’s bid to capture both the 
titles m the same year In 
me thodically calculated manner, 
he reeled off the match 6 frames to 
2 

The fact that a lot of 
Internationals fell by the wayside, 
including the National Champion 
Sbyam Jagtuuu, the renowned 
Geet Sethi, reigning Asian i 

Snooker Champion Yasw 
Merchant, former World 
Champion O B Agarwal, local 
favourite MG Jayaramand 
others like Arvmd Savur and 8 A 












Balaam apoaka velum** of th* 
aneekar talent in the country, 

Bhandilya mods bMt of the 
dismal billiard* soon# in th* 
country currently , With Miohacl 
Ferreira and Oeet Sethi Joining 
th* profMaional rank*, th* ohaam 
oraatad ha* become much too wida 
to ba filiad, Sven tha flattaring 
atatiatioa and raoorda in S B, 
Agarwal’* name proved 
insufficient. Muoh waa axpaotad 
of Agarwal, but ha fadad away 
after an initial flourlah. In the 
finale he could not produce the 
form whioh he 1* known for, 
poaaibly due to the Ulneaa he waa 
dogged with, and went down 
tamely to Aahok Shandilya 
1367-1434. 

j Shandilya and Agarwal will 

now represent India in the World 
Amateur Billiards Championship. 
Agarwal is fit and can regain the 
form he displayed for his maiden 
world title, it will be an 
interesting battle. Shandilya will 



also team up with B. V. Srinivasa 
Murthy to represent India in the 
World Amateur Snooker 
Championship and the Asian 
Championship, alongwith the 
title-holder Yasin Merchant. 


‘Super* Sonic Multanl receive* his 
Junior Billiards trophy. Will this 
talented youngster fill the void 
created by Geet Sethi’s absence? 

figured in the quarter finals of the 
senior billiards event: Multani 



A distinct feature in the format 
of this years championship has 
been the adoption of the World 
Championship format with two 
players qualifying for the 
knock-out phase. The qualifying 
rounds, reintroduced after a gap of 
eight years after much 
deliberation by the Karnataka 
State Billiards Association, proved 
their importance beyond doubt 
with the two qualifiers in 
billiards. All the four qualifiers 
made the knock-out grade with 
two of them in the semi-finals and 
the winner of the championship 
being the qualifying rounds 
winner. 

The Junior fare was quite an 
optimistic prospect for the future. 
The most noteworthy among them 
being the protege of Geet Sethi, 
Sonic Multani of Gujurat. It is 
alter a long time that a junior has 

A beaming Alok Kumar hold* up 
tila Junior Snooker trophy. Yet 
another promlalng cuaiat In th* 
making 


eventually finished as India No. 5 
in the Senior event. 

In the Juniors, he demolised all 
opposition including the top seed 
and favourite Alok Kumar of 
Punjab who gave the only 
semblence of a fight to the ‘Super’ 
Sonic. Multani's defeat of Alok 
Kumar and a massive break of 324 
against Amit Saboo to equal the 
highest break in the Senior 
Billiards (by Ashok Shandilya) I 

shows him as a possible filler of j 

the void created by Geet Sethi. j 

In the Junior Snooker however, j 
Alok Kumar justified his top 
billing by winning the title which ! 
eluded him at Guntur and j 

Srinagar. It waa an exact reversal i 
for Alok Kumar who had won the 
billiards and was runners-up in 
snooker at Srinagar last year. 

Now he won the snooker and was 
runners-up in billiards. Others 
who impressed in snooker were 
Amit Saboo who finished 
runner-up; Aditya Goenka of West 
Bengal and Chirag Ramakrishna 
of Maharastra 
B.V.S. Murthy, *»nflors 


•7 


ESSES 








It’s Keral 




m* 


•iA 



m 



..it- 



T HE 35th National 
School Games was 
held in 
Trivandrum 
recently. And the story 
was the same. There 
were accusations of 
overage problems, there 
were very few and 
proper facilities for the 
gymnastics and the 
wrestling competitions 
and the track 
arrangements for the 
110m hurdles was not in 
order at all. However, all 
that did not take away 
some superb 
performances on the 
field. 

Anusuya Roy of Tamil 
Nadu set a meet record 
in the long jump with a 
leap of 6.66m. Earlier, 
she took the gold in the 
110m hurdles for junior 
girls. Another girl who 
oaught the eye was 
Lasiammani from 
Mizoram. She ended 
Haryana’s domination 
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Ths triumphant 4 x 1 00m relay squad from Kerala. 
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Mohnleh Shukul: the 800m champion In the senior boys 


PJL Jabber (Kerala): the aenior boya champion 


In the javelin event for 
junior girls. Another 
notable performance 
came from Minimoy 
Joseph of G.V. Raja 
Sports School. She won 
the 200m in a time of 
26.1 secs. (Earlier, in 
the heats she erased the 
meet record with a run 
of 25.0 sec) and helped 
Kerala to the gold in the 
4xi00m relay. 

On the boys side, 
Bhairav Singh of 
Madhya Pradesh with a 
fine effort bettered the 
existing 5000m record 
with a time of 14:59.8. 
In the 100m for juniors, 
Ramkumar took the 
gold. 

8ome of the other 
results were: 

Boys: 1500m: Jaidev 
(Haryana) 

800m: Mohnish M. 


Shukul (New Meet 
record: 1:55.1). 

100m: P.A. Jabber 

Individual champion 
in senior boys: P.A. 
Jabber. 

Individual champion 
,in senior girls: Minimoy 
Joseph. 

Individual champion 
in junior girls: Mousumi 
Chakraborthi. 

In gymnastics, Punjab 
took the team 
championships title 
while in the girl’s, 
Haryana won the title. 

Holders Kerala 
retained the overall title 
while Punjab came 
second. 24 teams 
participated in the 
five-day meet. E.K. 
Nayanar, the Chief 
Minister gave away the 
prizes. 

P. Venu Govtnda Kumar 











I ROUNDUP ! 



VpOP seeded Jyothy Prakaah of 
1 Polghat tad Vinaetha. Mohan of 
Trivandrum ratainad tha man's 
and woman'a titles, raapaotivaly, 
at tha fifth Stata Carrom 
Champlonahlp oonduotad jointly 
hy tha Karala Oarrom Aaaooiation 
and tha Uni varsity of Karala 

Both Jyothy Prakaah and 
Vinaetha found the going amooth 
on thsir way to victory Vinaetha, 
who represented South Zone in 
the Inter-Zonal Carrom 
Championship, waa instrumental 
in getting Kerala the runners-up 
position at the 16th Junior 
Nationals held at Trivandrum 

Vineetha also won the women’s 
doubles title combining with 
Vidhya Lakehim In the men’s 
section the Jyothi 
Prakash-Sasidharan pair bagged 
the title 

MGR KamathofL1Cemeiged 
the veterans champion Among 
the participants, High School 
student Ran caught every one s 
attention with his brilliant 
performance on the board 

Trivandrum won the team 
Championship, Director of Sports 
and Youth affairs Rajeev 
Sad an and gave away the trophieB 
and certificates In all, 180 
players turned out lor the meet 




N orth zone with 46 points 
pedalled away with the team 
championship in the 88th 
Inter-Railway Cycling 
Championship, held at the Laxml 
Bai National College for Physical 
Education South Zone (34 pts) 
finished runners-up and South 
Central oame third with 87 pts 
K Vinod Kumar Anoopkumar, 
Satheeshan and Jayaprasad, of 
South Zone set a new meet record 
in the 1600 m team trial run, 
clocking one minute 68 04sec 



The woman's champion: 

Vlnootha Mohan 

In the 1000 to tune trial 
Trilochan Singh of Northern 
Railway came first timing one 
minute 37 79 Sec Former Indian 
captain RN Attar of South 
Central was pushed to third spot 
Tnlochan completed a treble 
winning the 400m individual 
pursuit (5m 83 1 Sec) and 4000m 
team pursuit teaming with Kirpal 
Singh, Satish Wallia and Bava 
Singh 

Team champion. Northern 
Railway 


AbhJglt Singh of South Batters 
won tha gold in tha 1000m sprint 
(one minute 18 .T See) closely 
followed by 8, XirpaJ Ungb 
(N It.). ■ Kirpal took tha gold in 
tha 1600 m mass start. 

P.K. Vahi, Trivandrum 
divlelonaUtailway Manager 
distributed tha awards 

laj aa v Kumar T.K. 
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B IHAR made mincemeat of 
South Zone ohampions, 
Karnataka In the four-day 
pre-quarter finals of the 
Chsrminar Challenge Ranji 
Trophy, held at the Keenan 
Stadium recently 
Bihar s dashing tno of Han 
GidwanM829j wicketkeeper 
batsman Saba Karim (103) and 
medium pacer batsman Subxoto 
Banerjee made a moi kery oi 
Karnataka e> insipid bowling 
Earher the Karnataka team i 
had first strike after Binny won 
the toss and decided to bat They 
managed to score 87 4 with useful 
contributions from S Vishwanath 
who scored a fluent 70 while 
Roger Binny contributed 17 The 
highlight of the innings from 



70 













SubrotoBanerjee: In fins form 

Bihar s side was medium pacer 
SubrotoBanerjee who took five 
wickets for 57 runs 
In Bihar s first innings they 
started with a bang sc 01 mg 116 
for the loss of only two wickets 
Thereafter theiewasno 
challenging them and they rattled 
up an awebome 567 lc aviug little 


ohanoe for Karnataka on the last 
day to make up the deficit 
Karnataka soored 170 for the loss 
of four wickets at the close 

AnJanChattorJee 


StalfrMIMp 


K INI h team from Bangaloie 
comprising R K Kim B K 
Satyan Nmgiahand Duigadas 
triumphed in the Swiss league 
tournament of four competition 
bagging the main trophy m the 
thud state level Open Bridge 
Assnci ition held at Mangalore 
rc cently 

Ovei 100 playerb representing 
<54 teams from Bangalore 
Mysore Huhli Kudiemukh 
Sui athkal Mangalore and (»oa 
participated in the tournamc nt 
Results Open pairs Wmneis 
NS Ur A Mathias Mr ieevan 
I'rabhu h W Dr OV Anand Mr 
(» R Bijooi Runnei s up N S Mi 


M J Shah MrL K Baboo E-W 
Mr N R Nijsure Mr V K L 
Swamy 

Progressive team of four 
Winners Baboo b team Bangalore 
(Messrs L K Baboo M J Shah 
G V Anand and G R Bihoor) 
runners up Kim s team 
Bangalore 

Swiss league team of ioui 
Winners Kmisteam Bangalore 
Runners up Saboo b team 
Bangalore 

Michael R. Patrao 


Cric ket F estival 

A CRICKET festival was held at 
the Bishop College camp_ 
The finals was between Mar Tho 
ma Parish and Bishop College fox 
the Reliable Trophy It was won by 
the Mar rhoma team and the Man 
of the Match award went de 
servediy to Bmu Thomas Koshi 








tournament played here recently 
They defeated Bharat Petroleoum 
Limited, (BPL) Bombay 2 l in the 
final 

In an evenly fought final, the 
BPL team managed to get two 
penalty corners in the first half 
but failed to convert Mecon also 


The victorious Mteon team 
posing for the eamsra after they 
won ths championships 


got a penalty oomer but nothing 
happened It was a barren first 

half 

However, in the 22nd minute of 
ths second half, Meoon forged 
ahead when veteran Joseph 
Tirkey received a short pass from 
A Tirkey and scoopped the ball 
over the head of the advancing 
goalkeeper, Borneo James 
However, four minutes later, BPL 
retaliated when C A Jose 
converted a penalty corner to even 
the soore 

The game moved into extra time 
and m the second minute a C 
Dungdung shot ncoc heted off the 
goalkeeper and A Lakrawas 
there to pounce on the ball and 
scoop it into *he net Mecon moved 
into the lead now Andth't 
managed to keep it lot the next 
thirteen minutes although there 
was some desperate attacking by 
the BPL players 

Earliei in the first semi final 
Mecon beat Oil and Natui a] Gas 
Commission (ONGCl 1 0 Thegou, 
was scored by Marcellus 1 am m 
extra time In the other 
semi final BPL boat CMPDi 
Ranchi 3-0 
Arun Kumar Thskur 
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again, he managed to thwart the 
many attacks of the Railway men 
It was Topno also who drew first 
blood when he converted a penalty 
corner with a rasping drive, early 
in the first half 
In the second half, SER 
launched a series of attacks but 
they were let down by James 
Kerketta who missed two sitters 
and seemed surprisingly off-form 
And just two minutes before the 
final whistle, John Topno sealed 
SER'a fate when he scored a goal 
off a penalty corner 
Bonier Security Force got the 
third spot when they registered a 
comfortable 4-1 victory over 
Indian Overseas Bank 
Earlier in the semi-finals, Bihar 
Regimental Centre defeated BSF 
3-1 via the tie-breaker And in the 
other half, SER defeated IOB 
Madras by a solitary goal 


If V SHANTA RAM of Indian 
XStBank won the All India Limca 
Chess tournament He scored nine 
points, just oonoeding two draws 
to unknown players in the earlier 
rounds But it was a surprise 
since the top seed, Devaki Prasad 
of Union Bank of India was 
leading throughout Then came 
the match with K V Santha Ram 
and it was nerve-wracking one 
Prasad took the initiative m the 
beginning but later both had time 
problems They had to make 
twelve moves m a minute and it 
was a wild scramble Finally, 
Santha Ram got a piece advantage 
and managed to get half a point 


K.V. Shsnths Ram rscslves the I 

winner's trophy from A.N. | 

Dlgbhey, the Zonal Manager of 
Stats Bank of Hyderabad 1 


In hie final round match against 
Dr Nagendra, Santha Ram was 
again in trouble but lought back 
intelligently and eventually won 

N.GhaUb 


Paul Kirupakaran, the lanky 
IOB forward was declared the best 
player of the tournament and was 
presented with the Bobby 
Claudius Trophy IOB, Madias 
and Sports Hostel, Red'team from 
Rourkela were jointly awai ded 
the K D Singh Trophy for the best 
disciplined teams m the 
tournament 

SatMi Stwrma 
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NatkBd&ft Junior 
School dames ! 

~ i 

P UNJAB won the overall team 
title in the 

recently —concluded National Suo 

Delhi won the boys kabaddl gold 



Junior schools c hampionships 
held a' 'ava’mal Maharashtra 
The but prise was that they won 
only one gold and that was in 
hockey Himachal l’radesh came 
second while hosts Maharashtra 
came third 

The five-day meet saw 84 J 
boys and 423 gu Is (below 14 years 
of age) from 17 States vying for 
top honours m disciplines likr 
volleyball hockey, kabaddi 
kho-kho, wrestling and football 
Hockey was introduced loi the 
first time this year 

Here are the i esulta 
Boys 

Hockey Mizoram 
Football West Bengal 
Kho-Kho Maharashtra 
Volleyball Uttai Pradesh 
Kabaddi Delhi 
Wrestling Haryana 
Girls 

Kho-Kho Maharashtra 
Volleyball Himachal Pradesh 
Kabaddi Himachal Pi adesh 
Yavatmal Collectoi Mi 
Prabhakar Manchrekar and the 
Principal of the Dr B N College ol 
Physical Education, Dr Prakash 
Nandurkar deserve mention for 
the excellent manner in they 
hosted the entire championships 

An!Jadhav 





QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who wrote that if the French 
nobility had played cricKet with 
their peasants there might have 
been no revolution? 

2. What is a 'fouette' in gymnastics? 

3. And who is a “routier’"? 

4. What is the height of the goal in 
handball? 

5. A Calcutta-born cncketer played 9 
Tests for South Africa. Name him. 




6. Who is the only batsman to score 
6.000 runs in Test cricket before 
reaching the age of thirty? 

7. Who was the first man to take 6 
catches in an innings of a Test? 

8. Who is awarded the Norris 
Trophy? 

9. A certain club holds the Oval 
cricket ground on a lease. Which 
club’ 

10 What is common to these 
international soccer stars of 
yesteryears—Falcao, Daniel 
Passarelfa and Zico? 

ANSWERS 

1. G.M. Trevelyan 

2. Quick whipping movement of 
raised leg. 

3. Road race rider (in cycling). 

4. 2.4m in field handball and 2m in 
indoor handball 

5. Sob Crisp. 

6. David Gower. He achieved the feat 
in August, 1986. 

7 Wally Grout. 

8. NHL Trophy awarded each year to 
the Best defenceman. 

9. Surrey Club 

10. AM of them were born in 1953. 

CHESS 


The Four Pawns Attack is the 
most direct way of attempting to 
refute the King's Indian Defence. 
Most people consider it too 
extreme and risky even though it 
does well enough in practice. One 
suspects someday it will become 
fashionable with kid-bashers. 
This is an example of how 


dangerous it oan be. _ 

White: Arencibia Vs Black: 
Martin Del Campo, Cuba ' 89 . 

1 d4 NfB S 04 g6 3 No3 Bg7 4 e4 
d6 6 f4 0-0 6 Nf3 06 7 dS S Be2 6d5 
9 od5 ReS. Without digressing too 
much lets say that white could 
also play 9 ed5 or 9 e5 with good 
chances. Black has sometimes 
tried 9—b5 after 9 cdB. 

10 e5 de5 11 fe5 Ng4 12 Bg5 
Qb6 13 0-0 Nxe5. Black rejected 
13—c4+ 14 Khl Nf2+ 15 Rxf2 
Qxf2 16 Ne4 with good reason as 
white has terrific compensation 
for the exchange. However he 
might have tried 13—c4 14 Khl 
Ne3! With unclear complications. 

14 Nxe 5 Bxe5 15 Bc4! Qxb2 16 
d6(SeeDiagram)Bd44- ’This 
loses a vital tempo. 16—Bf5! 17 
Rxf5 gf5 18 Bxf7 Kxf7 gf5 18 
Bxf7 19 Qh5+ KiB 20 Bh6 Bg7 21 
Qxf5+ Kg8 22 Qd5+ is only a 
perpetual and if 22 Rf l ? now 
22—Bd4 + ! 23 Khl Nc6 defends 
everything. 

17 Khl Bf5 18 Rxf5! g(5 19 
Bxf7+ Kxf7 20 Qh5+ Kfb 21 
Bh6+ Bg7 22 Qxf5+ Kg8 23 Rfl! 
(1-0). Now the twin threats of 24 
Qf7+ Kh8 25 Qxe8 or Qxg7 cant 
be defended 

Davangshu Dutta 




BBIPQE 

Most people are so disgusted 
when they reach a poor contract 
that they fail to make the best of 
their cards. Kamal Mukherjee, 
who has one of the best Indian 
track-records in international 
bridge, is particularly adept at 
tackling such hands as this deal 
from the recent Outram Club 
demonstrates:- 


Dealar South 


WIST 

• A 0 9 B 7 4 
<5 J7 
O 0S2 

4 0 > 


NORTH(dummy) 

O — 

© 0 10 8 2 
O AK 10 B 4 
4k A K 10 7 

■AST 

4 4 J 10 6 3 

OAK8 
0 987 
4k J 9 2 

SOUTH 
* K52 
<7 6543 
O J3 
4> 8543 


WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

SOUTH 

— 

1C 

Pus 

1©(l) ! 

14 

3 4 ( 1 ) 

Dble 

Pass 

Phi 

44(2) 

PSM 

4© i 

44 

5© 

Dble 

All Pus | 


(1) heart aupport with spade shortage 

(2) oua-bW showing dub control 

Even four would have been in 
some jeopardy and here declarer 
had to make eleven tricks' He got 
a favourable lead, the ace of 
spades. Ruffing in dummy. South 
had no good move but in less lime 
than it takes to read this, Kamal 
continued with a low heart from 
the table as if without a care in the 
world. Now, admit to yourself at 
least, would you, as East, have 
been able to play low on this? Well, 
the actual East could not. going 
up with the king after a slight 
pause. 

The contract could still be 
beaten if East continued trumps 
but quite naturally he played back 
a second spade trying to force 
dummy. That was all the help 
Kamal needed... he won in hand, 
ditching a club from dummy, and 
led the jack of diamonds, letting it 
ride successfully when West 
followed low. A diamond to the ten 
came next and declarer threw 
away his last spade on the third 
diamond. Now the heart queen 
was played off the table and the 
defence was dead. East won as the 
jack came tumbling down and 
tried his best by playing back 
another spade but Kamal 
carefully ruffed in hand. Bluffing 
dummy's club loser, drew the last 
trump and claimed. Nor does it 
help East to play back anything 
else for declarer can win, draw the 
third round of trumps, discard his 
clubs on dummy's diamonds and 
finally ruff dummy’s last, club in 
hand. Well, if you can handle your 
dummy this deftly who can 
question your bidding! 


74 
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MY SON 
MICHAEL 


Friend , adviser , 
father , Joe 
Chang speaks 
to Paul Fein 
about his greatly 
talented son 


N O one knows the six tots of 
Mu hael Chang s st<ti t ling 
sue c ess bettej than hisfathei Joe 
Chang quiet intelligent and a 
self desci ibed thmkei modestly 
likes to downplay his pivotal role 
fu st as Michael s astute coach and 
moi e ret ently as c oordinator o 1 
The Chang Gang from Placentia 
California 

Joe was box n m China 47 years 
ago and fled wit h his parents to 
Taiwan in 1948 soon aftei the 
C ommumsts took over In 1W66 he 
immigrated to the United States 
whete he met and man led Betty 
who also had come hei e from 
Taiwan Both are chemists 
although Joe i ecently changed his 
position at Uuocal 76 to du ector of 
senior technology sales Betty 
ti avels fulltime w ith Michael on 
the pro tour 

Paul Fein—Did vou ome say that to 
produce a champion require v 90 percent 
information and 10 pen ent creatn ity * 
Joe Chang—Yes just like to 
write an article, it's 90 per cent 
information gathering Then you 
put your own creativity into it 
The same thing is true when I 








develop a new product. 

What kind of information were you 
gathering? 

Everything. Technique, 
strategy, the mental aspects, 
everything related to the game. I 
try to read as much as I can. 
You’ve got to talk to all the 
coaches. During the year 1 made 
friends with a lot of great coaches. 

Would you please name a few. 

We talked to Pancho Segura a 
lot. Roy Emerson. Dennis 
Ralston. Phil Dent, Jose Higueras, 
Brian Gottfried, Stan Smith See, 1 
have a very open mind so I'm open 
to the suggestions of all the great 
coaches. 

Why then do you think Arthur Ashe 
remarked that you alone were far too 
inexperienced to take Michael any 
further in his career? 

He just didn't really know 
what I am doing. I’m just 
guessing here, but the oniy thing 
1 think Ashe assessed was that I 
took Michael out of the (U S.) 
Junior Davis Cup team in 1987. 
Perhaps he saw me as shunning 
the establishment and working 
only by myself to develop Michael. 
(But) I'm just a coordinator. 

1 'our Christianity is a source of pride 
and joy for your family. Does it hurt you 
when Michael is criticised for being so 
outspoken about Jesus Christ and his 
Christian beliefs? 

No. 1 think everybody is entitled 
to his opinion For some reason, 1 
feci like God is training Michael in 
different ways Just to be up. up, 
up all the time and have everybody 
say only good things about, you is 
not a good way to train a person 
He has to be able to take the 
criticism and take the glory from 
different angles. That’s real life. 
That will make him a much better 
person. 

Do you feel the press has been fair 
and truthful regarding Michael? 

1 think they really enjoy him in 
a press conference. They enjoy 
communicating with him because 
he's a different kind of person. 
He's very natural and has a lot of 
humour. At this moment he and 
the press have a mutually 


Q: In retrospect are you still 
shocked or do you believe 
Michael was ready then 
(French Open, 1989) for such 
a huge tide? 

A: Like I always say, if 
a player is going to show 
greatness, he always has 
to show it before the age 
of 20. Most of the really 
great players really have 
shown that. Michael went 
through the No. 1 (Ivan 
Lendl) and No. 3 (Edberg) 
to win the French. 1 think 
that’s an incredible 
accomplishment 


Pradeap Paul 


satisfying relationship. 

Do you think that will continue? 
It depends. (Laughter) 


What does it depend on? 

As long as Michael proceeds the 
way he has been so far on the 
court and off the court he’ll be OK. 
Besides being quiet and honest 
and thoughtful, actually he’s very 
entertaining. Most of the time you 
and others have seen him in 
competition situations. So you 
saw him very serious on the court. 
But. off the court or when he plays 



Michael’s parents, Joe and Betty 
Chang, at Wimbledon 1988 


Q: Pancho Segura 
predicted in late 1989 that it 
will take Michael two years to 
become the greatest player in 
the world. Do you agree with 
Pancho? 

A: I think probably in 
another two years 
Michael will be more 
physically mature and 
more experienced. He’ll 
be a much more complete 
player. I think Segura’s 
prediction will come true. 


exhibitions, he’s actually very 
entertaining 

So one of the secrets about Michael is 
that he has a nifty sense of humour. 

Yeah, he does. 

At a press conference last year, 
Michael walked in and curtly 
announced, “OK, you guys have nine 
minutes!" That attitude turned off a lot 
ofpeople. 

That was at Wimbledon. He 
came back at the next press 
conference and said he was just 
joking. Everybody started to take 
it much better then. I think 
evrybody was certain that this kid 












won the French Open and had 
become conceited But Michael 
was just joking He just tried to 
play with the reporters But 
people become a lot more sensitive 
when you say something after 
you, I guess, become more 
famous 

What were your emotions at match 
point against Stefan F.dberg when 
Michael stunned the sports world by 
winning the French Open? 

It was a real, real nice feeling 
That was the realisation of a 
dream that we had never dreamed 
about at such an early stage of his 
professional career Besides being 
so happy, I was shocked 

Even though Michael u ranked No. 5 
now, are you convinced he belongs that 
high? 

I think the press expects him to 
perform at No 5 or No 6 ranking 
level after the French Open That's 


Q: Although Michael is 
serious, you also say he is 
entertaining. Can you give me 
an example? 

A: Well, he interacts 
with the audience—like 
when Michael played 
Jimmy Connors m 
Hartford. Michael was 
serving and somebody 
yelled from the stands, 
‘Come on John’. He 
wanted to see McEnroe 
that’s the way it came 
out. So Michael stopped 
and looked at the 
audience, then he started 
to serve exactly like John 
does. Then he argued a 
line call, like the way 
McEnroe does. The 
spectators loved it 


unrealistic now In terms of 
consistent performance, it’s 
difficult After the French Open I 
didn’t expect him to win 
tournament after tournament 
Doing that is impossible even for 
the top five players because the 
depth of men’s tennis is too great 
You see a lot of great players win 
one week and lose in the early 
rounds the next week 

You’re teaching Michael the Chinese 
language. How important is it that 
Michael retain some of your Chinese 
heritage? 

As he's grown older, Michael 
feels that it is very important to 
him It's an enjoyment to be able to 
speak another language, 
especially Chinese, because 
Chinese is such a beautiful 
language More and more he's 
becoming curious about Chinese 
culture, too 

What did the churches want? 

They want him to do 
testimonials and all kinds of 
things, like speeches at dinners 

When Michael was young and coming 
up, Jim Hillman of the Southern 
California Tennis Association 
commented. "He had what I tall the 
‘X-factor, ’ a killer instinct, an 
incredible desire to win without 
destroying himself in the process ” How 
did you instill that 9 

Michael showed a tremendous 
desire to fight until the last point 
He also showed tremendous 
intelligence on the court The 
combination makes him a real 
tough opponent to play against 

Even so, a lot of young, talented players 
are hindered by immaturity and even 
craziness. Did you ever have to shape 
his behaviour? 

No, Michael always showed 
tremendous maturity He just 
channeled his energy m the right 
way I think he was born with that 
sense of purpose 

Does Michael want and need 
increasing independence from you and 
your wife? 

He is very mdependent People 
don’t realise it They just see us 
around But. m a lot of respects, if 
you get close to him, and see the 
way he handles press conferences 







they would know Actually we let 
him pretty much alone We let him 
make major decisions alone 

What uuyor decisions does he make? 

He knows where he wants to 
play He makes the decisions on 
his endorsement contracts and 
what needs to be modified We 
give him our suggestions and 
recommendations, but Michael 
makes the final decision most of 
the time He's only 17 but he’s 
very mature He goes through the 
contracts word by word, really, 
really carefully 

In September 1987 when Michael was 
15, Betty said about Michael “He’s still 
a little boy ” Is he still a little boy to you? 

I think so. in a way Michael is 
always a little boy to his Mom The 
fathers treat the boys differently 
They always treat them like 
adults 

So, has Michael matured a lot in the 
past two or dine eventful years 7 

Yes, tremendously In every 
area In the way to deal with 
people He understands what he 
wants in life much more Howto 
approach tournaments and 
prepare for each match He has 
gained tremendous knowledge 
The way he’s travelled all over the 
world and attracted so much 
attention has made lum grow up 
faster He's developing very nicely 
as a human being 

As the father of a teams star, what 
advice would you offer to parents of a 
talented young player 9 

Just encourage their children 
more often- instead of criticising 
them 

In February 1987you boldly 
predicted Michael would lead the U.S 
to Davis Cup 'nctory is 1990. Do you 
dunk you’ll turn out to be nght 9 

Originally, Michael was 
perfectly on schedule (to do it) 
Unfortunately the (hip) injury late 
last year disturbed the schedule a 
little bit Otherwise, he would 
have played the first match (in 
February) against Mexico His 
recovery is OK, but the doctor is 
very cautious and wants him to 
take everything very slowly In a 
way. it’s good 
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WATTANA 


MENTAL 

J AMBS WATTA¬ 
NA, the snooker 
sensation from 
Thailand left his 
oountry in search for 
gTeener pastures and 
landed on the shores 
of Britain to set up a 
professional career 
there. 

Thailand’s 
favourite son, howev¬ 
er, does not seem to 
happy with the way 
things are going with 
his personal life and 
he has with great dif¬ 
ficulty begun to en¬ 
dure the most in¬ 
furiating aspects of 
the Brit way of living. 

Wattana is not a 
happy man. He has 
problems going home 
(visa problems), prob¬ 
lems living up to his 
reputation that he 
has created back 
home and presently, 
emotional problems. 
He doesn’t know 
whether his lady love 
will wait to marry 
him...the list goes on. 

Life is always better 
in Good Old Bang¬ 
kok, eh? 


GLITZY STEFFI 

S TEFFI GRAF it seems is getting onto tin 
glitzy bandwagon. Her first try at it 
however, ended with disastrous results. 
Steffi should be out of action for roughly sb 
weeks after she fell and broke her right thuml 
following a skiing accident in St. Moritz. 

Scheduled to play a cameo role alongside 
sporting champs Niki Lauda ,and Flo Jo in t 
fUm called Fire, loe and Dynamite, produoec 
by Willi Bogner the West German director 
Steffi, while attempting to escape from pur 
suing photographers, tripped and foil on hai 
right hand. 

Apart from other commitments now. Staff 
will also miss a possible rendezvous with Jen 
nifor Capriati who will be making her long 
awaited professional debut. 










Don : the king of 
hype' 


‘KING’ OF HYPE 

G OD only knows whether this is going to 
be relevant or not, now that Tyson has 
gone and got punctured by a certain Mr 
James Douglas, but the ‘king of hype,Don 
King is planning on the so-called sporting 
event of the oentury 

The venue is to be the Brandenburg Gate 
There, on an acre of what used to be no-man s 
land behind the ruins of the Berlin Wall they 
will erect a temporty arena for 25,000 citizens 
of Europe so that Tyson can defend his unified 
heavyweight titles Smce Tyson owns (or own¬ 
ed) 3 title there would be a succession of fights 
This will be < ailed the Freedom Fight and will 
be followed by the Fight For World peace just 
as soon as Gorbachev can tic up a few loose 
political ends and provide a suitable Russian 
contendei This should be the Fight of the 
Millenium 

But Don now that the goose couldn't lay his 
golden egg in Tokyo how’s it gonna work 9 


B IG Slobodan 
Zivojmovic has 
made a real 
■Bobo' so to speak Af 
ter failing to lead 
Yugoslavia to Davis 
-Cup victory against 
tiny New Zealand, he 
is to be punished He 
will be dropped from 
the squad and handed 
over to the army to 
serve his country in 
areas other than 
tennis 

Zivojmovio is now 
due to begin a com¬ 
pulsory 12-month 
national service at the 
end of the year This 


followed Bobo's loss 
to Kiwi Kelly Evem- 
den after leading two 
sets to love 
Team captain Rad 
millo Armenulxc is 
hopping mad and 
said "It is likely well 
make way for Slobo¬ 
dan to serve his milit¬ 
ary duty and let in 
some younger player 
Things are then 
going to change for 
sure The youngsters 
might lose but at least 
they’ll fight" 

Let’s hope Bobo 
doesn't ‘desert* the 
oountry now 
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MMBie 100,000-strong 
■ I lerowd rose as one 

ra Respect thundered 
out m waves of ap¬ 
plause as we took the 
field Eleven specimens 
of the ultimate in 
physical perfection Kit¬ 
ted out m the finest 
cricket gear money 
could buy Eyes Blitted 
against the bnght Cal¬ 
cutta sun Feet spring¬ 
ing off the lush Eden 
Oardens outfield We 
were here to do battle 
Do-or-die kind of stuff, 
y'know 

Fact: Our eyas were 
shtted ainght (courtesy 
the bnght Calcutta sun 
that reflects off the miles 
of concrete seats) And 
the eleven (13 actually) 
that shuffled onto the 
Eden Oardens would be 
better described as a 
motley crew Beer-guts, 
double-chins they 
were m abundance As 
for the kit, pulled hasti¬ 
ly from office-going cup¬ 
boards, the white 
ranged from cream to 
sky blue Our office 
team— the amateur 
one—was going to play 
its annual cricket fix¬ 
ture against bankers 
United Bank of India 

A roar of approval fil¬ 
led the stadium as the 
captain tossed the ball to 
me After inspecting the 
wicket, and deciding 
which end would afford 
the seanng pace (mine) 
better lift, I marked out 
the run-up Twenty 
careful measured strides 
and I was stamping the 
marker into place with 
my studded boots Four 
slips a gully, a silly mid- 
off and a forward short- 
leg 1 waited for the roar 
to subside Broke into a 
trot, gathered speed, 
leapt, bowled just 
short of a length, cut 
back to whiz through 
the batsman’s gate and 
spreadeagled the 


stumps One ball One 
wicket Delirium 
Pact: No one batted an 
eyelid when the captain 
banded me the ball I 
decided to open the bowl 
mg from the same end 
where Marshall had sent 
Gavaskar back first ball 
Two slips and a ring on 
the fence was my field 
Loped in, skipped half-a- 
step to adjust for the 
crease turned my arm 
over the ball sailed 
straight to first Blip, 
causing him to recoil in 
fear even as the poor 
wicketkeeper dived full- 
length to stop it First 
ball Wide The rest of 
my five overs yielded 
one wicket—a full toes 
chopped onto the 
stumps' The applause 
that reached my ears 
when I completed my 
quota was from the bat¬ 
ting aide 


The section of the 
crowd near the 
scoreboard went crazy 
as I took up my position 
at third man Clamour- 
Big for autographs One 
particularly attractive 
girl halfway up the 
stands actually blew me 
a kiss' Refusing to let all 
this distract me,I gritted 
my teeth m total con 
centration anything 
coming my way would 
be swooped upon and 
thudded into the wicket 
keeper's gloves Sudden 
ly a hook Ignoring the 
sun in my eyes, I side¬ 
stepped back-pedalled, 
and then took position 
The ball stooped at the 
top of its arc, succumbed 
to gravity, and fell like a 
stone straight into my 
hands As 1 threw it up 
in jubiliation, the girl ( 
the same one') stood and 
screamed in ecstacy 


Fact: Just one kite 
(second cousin of an 
eagle, I think) perched 
on the looming stands as 
I was banished to thud 
man Standing there, I 
was imagining what it 
must be like to play to 
packed Eden Oardens 
stands A yell from my 
teammates shook me out 
my reverie A mis-timed 
book m my direction' I 
side-stepped, back¬ 
pedalled and dropped 
it To make matters 
worse, the sun was be¬ 
hind me The disgusted 
kite fixed its beady glare 
cm me, then Hew away 

A hush descended on 
the stadium as I strode 
out to open the batting 
‘Leg stump, umpire ' A 
quick scan of the field¬ 
placing, and into my 
stance The ball was fast, 
pitched on the off and 
moving further out I 
leant back, made room, 
scythed and the ball 
rocketed past a flin 
ching point First ball 
Four runs It took a cou¬ 
ple of minutes to get the 
crowd to settle down 
Pretended not to notioe 

Fact. I nervously 
walked out to the mid¬ 
dle Having been prom¬ 
oted to open in the abs¬ 
ence of our regular 
opener, 1 asked my part¬ 
ner to take first strike 
Mustn't get a first-ball 
duck at the Eden, right 9 

Second over My 
strike The first four 
balls whizzed past 
Couldn’t touch them 
Gritting my teeth, I 
swung blindly at the 
fifth Connected And 
spooned an easy catch 

Duck' It was a very 
low-profile sports jour¬ 
nalist who set out the 
rest of the match m the 
dressing room 

Ah yes, we eventually 
won No thanks to me 
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Sean Kerly did his best to lift the 
British geme at the Lahore World 
Cup. But It wasn’t enough... 


7 While Holland wrested the 
crown of world supremacy in 
hockey, India finished a dismal 
10th at the end of an agonising 
experience at Lahore And the 
ills of Indian hockey were 
exposed once again Fargat 
Singh, in an exclusive interview 
with Andy O’Brien, talks shout 
the factors plaguing the game in 
this country 

2 ^ India's cricketing hopes 
>' * were rekindled for a 
mighty Indian flghtback against 
New Zealand as Mohammad 
Azharuddin blazed his way close 
to what could have been a most 
memorable double century in 
recent tunes However, centuries 
by Martin Crowe and Andrew 
Jones saw New Zealand to the 
safety of a draw A report on the 
third and final Test 


^||| Nadia Comaneci 
Wr 5Punmistakably conjures up 
images of pure, undiluted grace 
and beauty Recently, the 
celebrated Romanian hit the 
headlines when she defected to 
the USA Here is an exclusive 
photo feature on the 
Americanisation of Nadia 
Comaneci 

While apartheid continues 
V Irto exiHt in South Africa, 
despite world condemnation, 
Rob Hughes outlines how 
football is increasingly 
becoming an effective catalyst in 
the racial chemistry 



INDIAN HOCKEY 



NTERVIEW VI 



ndian 

hockey captain 
PARGAT SINGH hits 
out on behalf of the 
players in a sensational 
interview to 
Andy O’ Brien at 
Lahore, venue of the 
Seventh World Cup 
Hockey championships. 


Sportsworld: If you were to pinpoint 
the primary reason for India’s 
performance at the Lahore World Cup, j 
what would it be? 

Pargat Singh: Let’s face it, we 
have a lot of weak poi nts (pause) 

On the field or off it? 

Yes, on the field too (pause) 

Why do you say 'also' in play? 

Our main weakneses in play are 
the penalty corner defence and the 
penalty corner attack. The teams 
that did these 1 two things well 
fared well m the tournament. And 
we failed in both 

1 

One reason for this is also that 
prior to the tournament we did not 
play against any European teams. 
Because of this we didn’t know the 
latest tactics and developments of 
the Europeans. Also, there are 
many youngsters in our side who 
had no previous experience of 
playing against the Europeans. 

What about off the field? 

Firstly, we have to change the 
system. Our tournament 
structure in India has to be 
redone. In India we have about 70 
national level tournaments. What 
is their standard? I tell you that 
what we play there is different 
hockey. Three of those games is 
equal to one international match 
on astro turf. In our tournaments, 
most of which are played on 
grass, a player has all the space 
and time in the world. He has the 
opportunity to think, look up and 
then decide what he wants to do. 
But in today’s (international) 
game you don’t get the chance to 
take your time, so to say. So when 
our players, having been bred on a 
certain type of hockey, are thrown 
into international competition, 
they find they are not getting the 
ball. So in effect our national 
competitions don’t serve any 
purpose. Well, at least not for the 
player or Indian hockey. 
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HH PflRGAT SINGH 



But it does help the organisers, 
doesn’t it? 

I don’t want to say anything 
more on that. 

You mentioned something about the 
‘system’. What about that? 

For the national level 
tournaments each player gets Rs. 
35 a day. You get one empty room 
for one team. If anyone has a 
bedding he puts it down and 
sleeps, and if you don't have 
anything then you suffer. 

Are you saying that the facilities 
given to a player are not satisfactory 
and this has an adverse effect on 
Indian hockey in general? 

No doubt about it. 


person who has the capacity to lift 
a hundred kilos—that is if all his 
necessities (like diet etc) are seen 
to. But if you don’t give him the 
required facilities and instead tell 
him ‘we will give you a hundred 
rupees if you lift hundred kilos', 
he will not manage to do it. Why? 
Because how will he reach that 
level to lift a hundred 
kilos? It becomes a case of the 
incentive being there but not the 
capacity. That is the problem I 
think, with Indian hockey. 

What are you as the captain of the 
national team doing. And what is the 
newly formed players’ association 
doing about this? 

The problem is that the 


"WE need facilities....it becomes the case of the 
incentive is there but not the capacity. That is 
the problem f think with Indian hockey/' 


But aren’t the facilities given to a 
player related to the popularity of the 
game which in turn depends on how 
well the national team performs in that 
sport? 

The difference between 
sportsmen, say in the USA and 
India, is that out there the 
sportsperson gets so many 
facilities from the very start that 
he neither thinks about (or 
worries about) other things nor 
does he do anything apart from 
perform. Uako majboor kar datey 
hain ki woh bar liaaJat mein 
jeetey. (By giving them all the 
facilities they compel them to 
perform). They say that we will 
not give you anything if you win. 
In India they say the opposite. 
‘Bhai turn Olympic jeeto and we 
will give you Rs. 3 lakhs or 
whatever it is. But what is not 
realised is the prior necessities, 
which are required for winning a 
particular tournament. We need 
facilities. Take for example a 


authorities think we are setting 
up a parallel body. So we are not 
very eager to function through 
the players' association. Well, at 
least for the time being. 

But if you were to put forward the 
demands of the players to improve 
Indian hockey, what would it be? 

The number of all Indian 
tournaments should be reduced. 
The standard of play of the teams 
should be regulated. The standard 
of facilities for the players should 
then be upgraded to Rs. lOO a day 
for each player. The boarding and 
travelling facilities must be 
improved. The grounds on which 
the games are played should be 
well maintained. And only after 
all this can you expect the players 
to perform. You tell me, why is it 
that today most children back 
home want to play cricket? 
Nowadays even a six-year-old kid 
thinks about his future. He is 
made to think about it. And he 








sees none in hockey. 

There are many former players 
who say 'goodness knows what 
has happened to today’s players. 
Yeh ho gay*, woh ho gay a. ‘What 
they don’t realise is how times 
havechanged. 

The other day 1 was talking to a 
former player and he too was 
complaining about today’s 
players. So I asked him if he had 
gone to college. He replied yes. 
Then I asked, “You must have 
worn a pyjama-kurta to college.” 
He replied in the affirmative. 1 told 
him very politely, “Sir, today even 
a lower kindergarten student 
wears a tie and goes to school." 
This is the difference between 
then and now. And you cannot 
ignore this. Moreover this is the 
difference between hockey and 
cricket in our country. Whereas 
facilities given to the cricketers 
have more or less maintained a 
level with the rest of the world, 
hockey has been left far behind. 

I am not mentioning that the 
Board that controls cricket is far 
better organised and that the 
game is well publicised. That is a 
separate matter. But I will tell you 
bne thing; if things continue as 
;hey are, then there will come a 
lime when no youngster will be 
willing to play hockey in India. 

So what is the solution. Merely 
living more facilities to the players? 

Yes, facilities to players and 
good arrangements.. .planning. 

Ne don’t even have a schedule. We 
iren’t as far behind the other 
earns as many would think. In 
act there is hardly any difference 
letween the top teams. But the 
iifference is that the others have a 
ichedule which they follow. They 
enow exactly how much of 
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'THE other day when we were playing a match 
in the rain and were drenched by half time, we 
would have felt fresh had we changed into a 
new set of jerstes. Bi»t we were only given two 
pairs and so had to keep the other set for the 


this?" 


international competition they 
should play over those four years. 
But in our case there is no plan. 
Sometimes we play six 
international tournaments a year. 
Sometimes there are eight 
international commitments. 

Let me give you an exam; ie 
about planning. In Lahore, there 
were efforts being made by Indian 
officials to get some of these teams 
to come for the Indira Gandhi 
i International tournament at 









i-iurknow later this month They 
* x pec ted at kabt three ni them to 
< ome But no team was pi epared 
to go 'I he 1 cason tieing it is not m 
then bi hi duk J hr v t annot 
sudden lv dec ide to go ioi a 
tournament suit e it w ill moan a 
bleak, in then schedule Evt-na 
♦ team like C’anadi turned down the 
otti i They ''aid they only pla> 
three toui naments in the year 

Why doesn’t the players' association 
take this up 7 After all it is you who are 


"UNLESS the system is changed not «v«n a 
foreign coach can do Anything.Increase the 
players' facilities, improve the tournament 
structure, then get a foreign coach who has 
played on astro turf. Only than wW yog get 
some benefit." 















playing. 

This has nothing’ to do with us 
It ib up to the management Do 
you really think the players can 
do anything about this 9 Not a 
chance 

Is all this because the players are 
not given that much importance in 
Indian hockey 7 Take for instance the 
national team players are not being 
allowed to grow because they are not 
given a chance to think or contribute 
anything about 
tactics etc. Do you 
agree with this 
example 9 

Bilkul theek h*i 
(you are absolutely 
right). 


Then who is to blame tor this, the 
coach 9 

No, it’s basically the fault of the 
system Why, even the national 
coach is forced to function as a 
clerk He has to run around for 
the visas, the kit and all the other 
needs of the team 


But isn't all this the responsibility of 
the manager of the team? 

No, the coach does all this 


Even now wnen there are managers 
accompanying the teams 9 
hurleys 1 (What else 1 ) 

Let me give you an example The 
other day when we were playing a 
match m the ram and were 
drenched by half tame, we would 
have felt fresh had we changed 
into a new set of jersies But we 
were only given two pairs and so 
had to keep the other set for the 
next day’s game Can you blame 
the coach for this 9 


"NOWADAYS even a six year old kid thinks 
about his future...and he sees none in 
hockey,...if things continue as they are then 
there wilt cctmexi time when no youngster will be 
Willing to play hockey in India" 


What about the 
idea of bringing a 
foreign coach to 
tram the national 
team? 

Unless the 
system is changed 
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not even a foreign coach can do 
anything Increase the players 
facilities, improve the tournament 
structure then get a foreign 
ooach who has played on astro 
I turf Only then will you get some 
benefit 

I play for the Railways, someone 
else plays for Indian Airlines yet 
another for Punjab Police etc 
Because of this, though we play 
I together for the national team we 
1 don't have a similar schedule We 
| oan only bring an European roach 
I if the entire system is under one 
schedule 

I The ooach oan then tell the 

1 Railways people what their 
schedule should be the Punjab 
Police what schedule they should 
follow and so on There has to be a 
unified schedule and the ooach 
should have all teams schedules 
under his responsibility II the 
sohed ole is cohesive then there 
will be no necessity for such long 
camps as we have these days The 
j European coach will therefore 
have to be given a fi * hand to do 
what he desires and as he chooses 
The s> stem has to be ch uiged to 
m<tki the plavf i ■* mentally 
prepaied to perloim well Tiki 
Jude Felix toi example 1 
personally think Jude l* not 
mentally at ease to play as well as 
heactuilly can 1 he itason is that 
he is not Imam tally sound We too 
ait not financlallvsound but m 
J ude s c a se his pai ents and his 
bisters ait dependent on him 
So evei if vou bi ing a toi eign 
coach a playei m Jude s mental 
frame of mind will not bt able to 
[ take advantage unless and until 
he is mentally at * ase with 
himself And this can only ume 
about if tilt play* l is gist n all tht 
required facilities Otht i wise 
what w’ll the foreign c o cch woi k 
with 9 We don t has e <u y tianting 
camps at tne junior and sub junior 
levels Their nation llsaie 
| sometimes not held 
I for years Yet 
they should be 
given moie 
training because 
the national 
players are all 

above 20 and you 
cannot change 
their style You 


can have as many camps as you 
want for us but you will never 
change our style of play But if 
you tram the youngsters from 
now thev will eventually be able 
to play just the way you expect us 
to do presently 
I remember after we lost 3 5 to 
Argentina, you weren't too happy with 
the umpiring You told me that "The 
FIH does not want Indian hockey' and 
that "it is our bad management which 
is to blame for this Why did you say 
1 that 9 You were obviously annoyed that 
day But now, looking back, do you still 
feel as strongly about it 7 
Yes of course Wt dor I have 
I people m t he mtei national bcxiv 
, (1 he FIHi If wc hid fin or fivr 
I admrmutratorb involved in FIH 
iffaiis end had a good 
re lutionship with the I T H the n wc 
c.uihavf isav C>nl\ then will the 
otherst* staredi f us Ifwehad 
1 the necessary mtluencr in the FIH 
i wc can havt m n top giade 
| umpnes Then the other swill 
think twu e bet n e doing anv 
hankypanky because they know 
we too can retaliate through our 
uinpire*s And if you don t have 
any influence in t ic 1 III tht n they 
will do wh it f ver suits the in bcbt 
Aur kditt blu ham (and they are 
eve n doing it) The re s no doubt m 
it 

You’re talking about the umpiring 
aren t you 7 

Ye s J c 11 me wln'i the 
dif ter enc e betw e t n us and the 


teams 2 1 or 3 2 mostly a one 
goal difference Ek udhar karwa 
dr.va ektdharchhor diya usme 
kya 7 (they let them st ore one e* at 
that end and let them go once at 
this end Who know h the 
difference 9 ! 

The official response to the criticism of 
the umpiring is that the final outcome 
of no match was affected by the 
umpiring And those who are 
complaining are merely making 
excuses for their poor performance 
, What do you have to say about this 7 
j J k > no no no Yoa^awthc 
| H illand Australia game u his 
tc ui n ime nt And you s iw th« 
i ldia Argentina mat< h I hue 
was a vast ditf t renr r i 1 h* 
umpiring When they i se ihi u 
i body t In y are not * vt n g vi n * 
warning in when our pluitis 
indulge inbjdy play they in 
giytn i w at mug and the 
opposition is aw ndec! i pc nalty 
I corner 

I Why is this 7 

Because 'he v do not want India 
I and Pakistan to conn up 

1 But how come Pakistan have done 
pretty well in spite of this so called 
prejudice 7 

Su lpl, because Pakistan this 
*iim were the hosts And of coui si 
you know too well the kind of 
influence Pak stanhasm the FIH 

But isn’t it the responsibility of the 
Indian officials to see to it that they 
have some say in the international 
body 7 

That s w liv I ni 
saying it j i 
nnn igi mi n* 
problem It s ba i 
mail lgemi nt 
And that s the 
major ptoble rn 
with Indi in 
tux ke\ • 


"JUDE FELIX is not mentally at ease to play as 
well as he actually can. The reason is that he is 
not financially sound. We too are not financially 
sound, hut in Jude's case his parents and sisters 
are dependent on him. How can he play 
without a free mind?" 


ii 







VIEWPOINT<WM«^#^ 


ucked away m a 
corner of room 
number 526 at the 
Pearl Continental 
Hotel, Lahore were a 
couple of hotkey 
sticks, loosely 
clustered together 
Not altogether an 
unusual sight but 
ore The sticks were 
adorned by a scattering of yellow 
I flowers and small plastic pictures 
of deities Quite obviously it was a 
small, hastily constructed but 
| poignant, place of worship 
| Room 526 belonged to the 
Indian captain Pargat Singh, a 
warm quiet Sardar and a helluva 
| hockey player That Pargat Singh 
I does a simple puja ovex his st leks 
is not unusual it is his tool tor 
success But moreso it is his tool 
to make a living But Pargat 
Singh perhaps also knows that 
i however much he invokes the 
Gods for help, however well he 
may play, however magicaily his 
stick may function it does not 
matter m the end Success is 
1 beyond Gods and individual 
performance For the recipe for 
success is bred in the minds of 
intelligent men who make 
, intelligent plans who offer 
sensible coaching advice, who 
ensure the players live well, are 
treated well, who make sure the 
right surfaces are there to 
practice on, who recognise talent 
early and nurture it It is these 
i men who dictate through their 
, moves whether success is indeed 
I possible in 20th century sport 
l The players themselves are to a 
i large extent their instruments 
Because the team is the 
representation, the product of the 
system And if the system, and the 
men who form and run it are 
I incompetent and uninventive then 
I the team, the product, is bound to 
be inferior 

j Everywhere through this 
country people—peasants, traders. 
I farmers, businessmen, corporate 
' bigwigs, writers, men, women, 
children—have groaned at every 
I Indian loss at the Lahore World 
| Cup They have sneered, scorned, 

| maligned, criticised every Indian 
player, the manager and their 
tactics 



Examine then these points 
for example, some in fact told to 
our assistant editor Andy O'Brien 
by Pargat Singh 

1) During national tournaments 
players get a ridiculous Rs 35 a 
day allowance, and a team is piled 
into one room, with no beds and 
mattresses or decent living 
amenities 

2) During international 
tournaments players get a daily 
allowance of $ 10 a day Compare 
this with the Indian cricketers 
who during the West Indies tour 
got a lump sum of Rs 65,000 and $ 
35 a day 

3) This creates a financial 
burden for hockey 

players— Pargat says J ude Felix 
has to support his family How 
can he plaj without a free mind' 
True, no Test cricketer 




shu t Thus if a player tore his 
shirt got wet m the ram, or 
sweated excessively, he was 
unable to change 
7) The Indian team is the only 
team to rely on one man—the 
coach The manager has no idea of 
modern hockey and the doctor is 
not a physical trainer This is 
anachronistic in world class sport 
Take the Australian team for 
example their team is 
accompanied by a manager 
coach, assistant coach, selector, 
executive board member 
physiotherapist doctor 
consultative committee and video 
technician 



financial worries, and we call 
hockey our national Bport Felix, a 
lovely stickwork specialist, is 
probably more worried about 
staying in the team than anything 
else 

4) After the Berlin Champions 
Trophy last year the team was to 
fly to America for the Inter 
Continental Cup But poor 
management meant that the US 
visas had not been done and the 
team was forced to present itself 
in London to get them A waste of 
time and energy Poor planning 

5) India was the only team not to 
play warm up matches before the 
Lahore World Cup The 
Federation refused, or forgot, to 
organise them. As a result the 
Indian team was unaware of the 
new ‘dummy’ penalty corner 
conversions and could neither use 
it or defend against it 

6) The Indian team for the 
Lahore World Cup were given just 
two sets of kit One light blue shirt 
and one alternative dark blue 


Thoiba’s lndireot penalty oorner 
conversions were hampered by 
poor planning 
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8) And lastly one recent incident 
that typifies what it means to play 
hockey tor India Andy O’Brien, 
returning from Lahore, found 
that three Bombay based 
players Dhanraj Pillai. Edgar 
Mascarenhas, Mark 
Patterson— and former captain 
M M Sortiaya, did not have a 
confirmed ticket on a 
Delhi Bombay flight (Mascarenh 
as who was to return to Lucknow 
3 days later for the Indira Gandhi 
Gold Cup was obviously desperate 
for a few extra hours at home) 
O'Brien suggested they approach 
the duty officer and request seats 
on 1C 405 due to leave in 45 
* nunutes but sensing their 


: ' Ammmm 

' reluctance and embarassment. 

made the request himself The 
i duty officer’s answer was 
I non-commital. so O'Brien this 
, time suggested the players don 
their blazers and approach the 
| duty officer Mascarenhas agreed 
donned his blazer only to be 
scolded by the rest "Are you mad, 
take oft that blazer Otherwise 
you've had it" The inference was 
obvious they did not wish to be 
identified as Indian players for the 
fear of being ridiculed and 
chastised for their Lahore 
performance It was, O’Brien said, 

1 ‘One of the most tragic scenes I 
have witnessed’ 

i 1 am not trying to absolve the 


players of any blame No doubt i 

some are negligbly talented, or 
lazy, or unintelligent, or grumble i 
constantly or unmotivated The 
reason for listing these incidents 
and examples is to make aware the 1 
system and conditions under 
which they are asked to tram and 
perform 

Mr R Prasad, President of the ( 
Indian Hockey Federation is an 
intelligent man A reasonable man 
I am told Surely he is aware, and 
if so, then he must be equally 
, culpable 

| What can he do, you may well 
j ask" The answer is an old one 
i Draw up a 5-10 year plan, 

| conceived by five of hockey s wise 
| men—men of honesty, not 
hankering for publicity. 

I uninterested m inconsequent..*! 

, personal ego battles Men eager 
to achieve and open to ideas and 
innovations Then a foreign 
adviser to help manufacture a 
hockey infrastructure that 
encompasses even the sub-junior 


‘Take Off That 
Blazer!’ 



The team is the 
representation, the 
product off the system. 
And if the system, and 
the men who form and 
run it are incompetent 
and uninventive then 
the team, the product, 
is bound to be 
inferior .... 


i 


i 


i 

i 



t 


level If the plan is viable, the I 

money will come The Indian , 

national team must be I 

accompanied by a cotene of 
competent tacticians, including a , 
coach, two assistant coaches, a 
doctor, a physical trainer and first 
class facilities Organise a 
workable schedule and reduce I 


their camps so the physical and 
mental pressure is eased 
Basically deluge India's hockey 
players with the best of 
everything Theniftheydonot 
perform we will see 


—Waportsd Andy 


l 

i 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Florla Bovelander: 
Highest number of 
goal* from pens tty 
corner*, eight 


Fischer Is 
congratulated 
* after 
acortng from 
a penalty comer 
to draw Germany 
level with Holland 


% AGE 

CONVERSION 



'292 


PENALTY 

CORNERS 

AWARDED 

AGAINST 


CONVERTED 


V. AGE PENALTY 

CONVERSION STROKES 
AWARDED 
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TCVNL MEMBER OF CHAU KM: 147,143 In the full tim* of play and four in extra time, 
lit 42 matches (Avg 3.50) 

•Y A HMI: 21 by Holland in 7 matches. 

II A TEIW: 18 each by India and Ireland In 7 matches. 
» IV A ICM W A MATCH: 14 by Pakistan against 

England 

HMCT HALS'HI A MATCH: 9 (Pakistan 6, Spain 3) 

4 (W. Germany 4, Ireland 0, England 4, France 0) 

Four, Shahbaz Ahmed (Pakistan) vs Spain 
Floris Jan Sovetlender (Holland) vs Soviet Union 
Eacude Ignacio (Spain) vs England 
Cartes Genera (Argentina) vs Ireland 

Eacude Ignacio (Spain) 10 goals 

Shahbaz Ahmed (Pakistan) 



— 

P 

W 

0 

L 

HF 

CA 

Saccass 

% 

HELD COALS 

FOR 

AON. 

l.jMMW (7)* 

7 

5 

1 

1 

21 

13 

78.57 

3 

7 

2.MMM (11) 

7 

4 

1 

2 

13 

10 

64.28 

6 

5 

3. AMMM (1) 

7 

6 

— 

1 

17 

7 

85.71 

10 

2 

4. WsK Hawwy (3) 

7 

5 

— 

2 

16 

7 

71.42 

8 

3 

S.EmMMI (2) 

7 

4 

1 

2 

12 

7 

64 28 

9 

1 

6. CUM HMM (4) 

7 

2 

2 

3 

8 

12 

42.85 

3 

4 

7,9mm 

7 

3 

1 

3 

9 

13 

5000 

4 

9 

3. Spall (5) 

7 

3 

— 

4 

14 

16 

42.85 

5 

11 

9.AMMHM (6) 

7 

3 

1 

3 

15 

15 

5000 

7 

4 

10. HMM (12) 

7 

1 

1 

5 

12 

18 

21.42 

8 

H 

it.feared* (io) 

7 

1 

1 

5 

6 

11 

21.42 

5 

6 

12.IWMC 

7 

— 

1 

6 

4 

18 

07.14 

2 

9 


* Last World Cup's position in brackets. 


MHALTY 


69 


69 


Usui! 

am si dad ^""Sd 

SR 

•MM 


% 

PlMNf 
aw'dad 

SL 

Can. 

HpNWd 

27 

11 

40.74 

37 

3 

810 

6 

6 


42 

6’ 

14.28 

20 

5 

25.00 

4 

2 

Amrafli 

23 

7 

30.43 

31 

4 

12.90 

— 

— 

We Sunny 

29 

7 

24.13 

24 

3 

12.50 

1 

1 

tmitmt 

31 

4 

12.90 

w4 

6 

17.64 

1 

— 

MM HUM 

26 

5 

19.23 

37 

7 

18.91 

1 

— 

tmm 

32 

3 

9.37 

21 

1 

4.76 

2 

2 

sp* 

28 

8 

28.57 

25 

4 

16.00 

1 

1 

ammhm 

34 

6 

17.64 

28 

9 

32.14 

2 

2 

MAM 

29 

2 

6.89 

30 

7 

23.33 

3 

2 

hmmm 

14 

1 

7.14 

31 

5 

16.12 

— 

— 

mbm 

28 

2 

7.14 

25 

8 

32.00 

— 

— 

VMM 

343 

62 

18.07 

343 

62 

18.07 

21 

16 
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IHF President 
R Prasad 
Crash landing! 


SO, chances are 
that the dropping 
of the 14 players 
is mere eyewash, 
an attempt on 
the part of the 
IHF to show they 
have taken 
'severe action' 
for the 

non-performance 
in the Work! 
Cup. When In 
fact, there was 
no way out but to 
play a Junior 
team at 
Lucknow. 


STANDPOINT 


AND NOW THE 
HOCKEY JOKERS! 

^0 f HHH OURTEEN players the Lucknow event was probably se 
B| & axed" screamed the before the team even left for Lahore 

^^BBB headlines of the because the players knew who was 

sports pages dated play at Lucknow and who were not 
gp February 27 play Why then did the IHF chief M 


M M OURTEEN playere 

mm ^B axed" screamed the 

Hi headlines of the 

sports pages dated 
SB February 27 

Fourteen of the 16 
players who represented India at the 
seventh world hockey championships at 
Lahore, which had ended three days 
earlier, had been “dropped" by the Indian 
Hockey Federation lor the Indira Gandhi 
Hockey tournament being played at 
Lucknow The news must have shocked 
everyone Everyone, but the fourteen 
players who were involved They must 
have laughed at the news 

Consider the circumstances Since the 
Indira Gandhi tournament was 
scheduled to be held soon after the World 
Cup it was decided that the players who 
went to Lahore would be in no condition 
to play at Lucknow Their schedule, 
which included numerous camps and the 
Asia Cup, Lad been exhausting to say the 
least Many felt the Indian team were in 
fact a jaded lot even before thev reached 
Lahore Therefore, to expect them to play 
m Lucknow would be inhuman 
Moreover none of the top teams were 
coming to Lucknow This was seen as an 
ideal opportunity to give the Indian 
second string some international 
experience 

Therefore, it was taken tor granted, 
even during the World Cup, that none of 
the squad would be present at Lucknow 
When Pargat Smgh was asked at Lahore 
airport's departure lounge if he was 
going to Lucknow, he replied, “What’s 
the use 9 we are tired But some of us 
would have played if the better teams 
were going With none of the world cup 
teams ready to play it is better if the 
younger guys get a chance " 

In fact it was at the airport that Edgar 
Mascarenhas and Dhanraj Pillai 
announced that they were the only two 
from the squad who were going to 
Lucknow because being new to the squad 
their schedule had not been all that 
strenuous 

It is therefore obvious that the team for 


the Lucknow event was probably selected 
before the team even left for Lahore 
because the players knew who was to 
play at Lucknow and who were not to 
play Why then did the IHF chief Mr R 
Prasad claim that the players had been 
‘axed’ and “we can no longer depend on 
players who in spite of several chances 
failed to produce the desired results ’ 

This of course is not the first time Mr 
Prasad has said something to this cftect 
in his tenure as the IHF President So, 
chances are that all this is a mere 
eyewash An attempt on the part of the 
IHF to show they have taken severe action 
for the non-performance in the world 
cup when in fact there was no way out 
but to plav a junior team at Lucknow 

If however it is true that the players 
have been dropped and the IHF is indeed 
laying more stress on youngsters then it 
is a stupid gamble 

Fiver since the Seoul Asian Games in 
1986 the policy has been to build a team 
with the Beijing Asian Games (1980) as 
the ultimate goal This itself was a 
ridiculous ambition since an Asian medal 
doesn't really count too much m modern 
hockey But beggars cant be choosers 
and a gold at Beijing could actually save 
Indian hockey Already out of the next 
Champion’s Trophy, World Cup and 
Olympic Games, India desperately need 
to be Asian Champions to come back into 
the top of world hockey Yet it seems the 
IHF wants to abandon its four-year 
project a mere seven months before 
Bering 

Even coach M P Ganesh is officially 
contracted till Bey mg 

But Mr Prasad say that “the need of 
the hour is to build a national team from 
scratch and a start is being made at the 
Indira Gandhi tournament' 

With Beven months to go for the 
ultimate test one wonders if it is worth 
throwing away three years of work 

Or is the latest announcement of 
removing an entire team just another 
gimmick of our shortsighted hockey 
management 9 • 
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M T the Crowe home ML A d Wi- 

Asssss- The CTO 

d* JfcMartinCrowo wa* .. . . . 

padding Us teg* for his 

next assignment A «=*. 

oouple of auitoesee lay 

open in front of him " 

‘Socks, flannals, a 

trousers, blsaers,’ % _ ■' 

muttered Martin Crowe ^ 

mi he pushed these items 
into the suitcases *vsa 

“Pads, gloves, boots, * ^ 

abdominal protector, wt £ 

helmet * V 

Mrs Crowe oame m 

with a oup of hot tea and „ 

placed it in front of her ) 

husband “Can I help?” jPt i ’' 

she enquired i SHfl 

“It’s almoet over," i \ \ \ 

replied Martin and held V \ V 

out his hand tor the tea 
Mrs Crowe oast an 

expert eye on the ^ •B 

suitcases “Notbad,”she JVVj '§/k 

observed Her eyes rS ^ r j_ j 

rested on a bulge at one V/v^X^* 

particular corner of the /A „' \/i|SfN 

suitcase ‘‘What’s that’” Wr\ -*\> 
she asked /r~ 7 rA ~ _A. V \ 

Martin looked up from 2 i( “TB 
the oup “Oh, that " he ‘^* r >a/vi ^ '70^, 

exclaimed ainly “The 1 

gun, just the gun and / < ^S 

some shells'’ 4| . *\jm 

Mrs Crows s eyes widened in shock "Look, you 
cricketers are always well protected Do you think 
you need a gun’’ 

Crowe continued to sip his tea and said nothing 
‘I don’t think you need to carry a gun ' she went 
on “I m sure Richard Hadlee does not carry one and 
there is no need for your one-upmanship on 
Richard Dangerous things, these guns Stay away 
from them' 

Martin Crowe put down hie cup and wiped lus 
mouth with a hanky Look, I’m committed to 
carrying a gun My readers, my fans would expect 
me to dairy one and I can't disappoint them And 
don't go on comparing me with Richard Hadlee ’ 
"You go out there and score centuries," snapped 
Mrs Crowe “And tor that you don't need a gun” 
"Listen, you don’t understand,” Martin shot back 
'I can take care of my batting without your 
oomments I need the gun to shoot groundsmen, 
how can I do it with my bat 9 ” 

Mrs Crowe looked at her husband warily but said 
nothing 

“Ever since I wrote way column that the bloke who 
prepared the pitch at Mcleans’s Park ought to be 
shot. I’ve been receiving letters supporting my stand, 




The Crowe Shoot 


✓v- i 


- jl e xplain ed Martin “And 

wH rkUMn after the ttnaidey*» pier , 

IV Utnuflf was washed off, at Meet 1 

. . - I aa people ashed me 

^ why 1 did ml shoot Urn 

/k grou ndsm an-1mat go 

^ 1 1 ? PP0tot ^ tham ' 

W* 0 “I don’t taoowhawjtou 

get into th es e eorap M y 
MW'0^ exclaimed the wife 

. ) W?rT “Why oaot you just 

/ glare at the umpire, 

p • abuse the opponents and 

V do something like that’ 

Carrying the gun, and 
all this talk of shooting i 

scares me ” 

h "Why should you be I 

JHMd'K Beared’’’ asked Martin 

"It’s the groundsmen 

7 _ who should bo Of 1 

</ F’x'Wf* course, one* my threat 

j) was published m the 

^ ‘ newspaper*, John 

—Wnght informed me 
■—that Gary Walkm who 
SejS j B’k pi epared the Meioan 

v Park wh ket was 

\ \ 1 actually Napiei City 

» Council’s paikb officer 
Zj , i/ \ and knows a lot about 

^ Mi a Ci owe was now 

I almost in tears And 
I wh en that s the case, 

fc — « 1 I isn tit dangerous to go 

about carrying guns and threatening to shoot 
groundsmen’ There may be others even more 
competent that Mr Walking m handling guns ’ 

1 don’t thmk so ’ said Martin Crowe "We are 
pushing otf to England during the summer During 
my playing days at Somerset I checked up with I 
quite a few groundsmen None of then could li&ndle 
guns ” 

’Do you mean to say you intend cairymg this gun , 
to England and threaten its groundsmen’ asked > 

Mrs Crowe 1 

Look, everyone m the game knows that I’m a 
square shooter," explained Martin Crowe "My word 
is respected and I can’t allow the groundsmen at 
Lord’s, Old Trafford and the Oval get away with 
slow, flat wiokets New Zealand’s honour is at 
stake ’ 

“I atdl prefer you with a bat and not a gun,” said 
his wife * 

"The English are messing up pitch preparfcPoft.” 
snapped Martin "The disease has become so 
common that even if I don’t score a thousand Puna la, 
May, I may end upas the fastest gun in the Kiwi 4 

camp ” 






(ASIAN CIRCUIT) 

at Royal Calcutta Golf Club, 8-11 March 

Th( sprawling uourse at the* Royal Can utta 
Golf Club Dlay*- nnst 'u the top names of q i'* 
Asian Circuit as thev start the race to thi 
matchwinmiiq putt Offenng a dauntinq chall 
enqe arid Ming Mr skills and stamina 
retky and reputation 

7 hf only ti uly international qolf tojrnament r 
India tlk Wills Irdian Open gets underway 


on 8th March 1990 The tournament the 4th leq 
of the world famous Asian Circuit is played over 
12 holes with Prize Money o<$ 1 20 000 A maior 
event a major d>aw fof top pros and amateur 1 
As sponsor Wills continues its tradition of 
promoting excellence in sport Providing an 
opportunity for golfing talent to blossom into 
world champions Made in India 




C1GARETU SMOKING IS INJURIOUS 10 HEALTH 









































HOW INDIA LOST THE SERIES IN 
NEW ZEALAND DUE TO... 




BAD INNINGS! 



Bishen Bedi, Indian cricket manager, 
spends an e\ ening analysing what 
went wrong with his side—and what 
went right! Interview by Ashok 
Kamath 


B ISHAN Singh 
Bedi’s first Test 
senes as cricket 
; manager has 1 

| been a mixed bag it may 
j not have been ar> 
unqualified 
success the Indians 
lost the first Test at 
Christchurch by ten 
wicket*, and the senes 
eventually O 1 but Bedi , 
looked back with 
I satisfaction on a job well 1 
| done by the end of the 
! third Test in Auckland | 
As he is fond of 
| reminding ever\one 
| who needs reminding 
the series was really 
decided on the basis of 
, “one bad innings that we 
played" referring to 
India's 164 m their first 
innings m the 
* Christchurch Test 
1 Seldom haa an Indian 
| team manager, 
cricketing or otherwise 
j been so high-profiled as 
Bedi has on this tour 
The creation of the post 
of cricket manager itselt 
i was viewed with 
suspicion in some 
quarters and the choice 
of Bedi for that post too 
raised some eyebrows 
He was known to have 
been bitterly opposed to 
the team under Dilip 
Vengsarkar defying the 
Board and going on the 
unauthorised cncket 


tour of the US and 
Canada after the lllfated 
tnp through the West 
Indies last year 
He is known to have 
had a big say in the 
composition of the tour 
party and the choice of 
Gursharan Singh, for 
example, was seen es a 


i 

product of his j 

insistence He made it | 

clear that he, more than 1 
skipper Mohammed 
Azharuddin, would be 
the one briefing the 
press and so could we 
please direct all our 
questions at him* 7 No, 
not once did he restrain 


Azharuddin or any 
other member of the 
team from talking to the 
press on tour if 
anything he 
encouraged youngsters 
hkf Sachin Tendulkar to 
’gam confidence by 
appearmg on New 
Zealand tell) 

Within the first coupk 
of weeks of the tour 
senior enc keter Kapil 
Dev was openly 
conceding that Bishan 
Singh Bedi had done a 
great job as cricket 
manager He had a lot of 
nice things to say 
behind Bedi s broad 
back “Bishan took a 
great load off the chest 
ofAzhar 1 wish I had 
someone like Bishen to 
look after the things he 
has looked after (on this 
tour i when 1 started out 
as captain,” Kapil said 
midway on the tour 
Bedi fielded questions 
even as the final Test of 
the senes was winding 
its way to a farcical draw 
on the last day 
Excerpts 

For all the glorious cricket 
we have had on the first four 
days of the Auckland Test, 
was not the final day a great 
anti-climax? 

It was but you'll have to 
blame it on the ram 

Just the rain? Why not 
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skipper John Wright, who 
may have been a trifle too 
defensive when he asked 
you to get 393 runs in 64 
overs? 

Maybe Wrighty did not 
want to take any risk at 
all and that is why he set 
us such an impossible 
target. But being 
one-love up in the series 
and having played us 
out of the Test by the 
fourth evening you 


before coming up for the 
final Test in Auckland. 
But the rain gods 
thought otherwise. 

Would you then say that the 
1-0 verdict in favour of New 
Zealand is an inaccurate 
reflection of the teams? 

No. What I am saying is 
that they applied 
themselves better in 
Christchurch and took 
the lead in the series. 


disappointed with 
himself more than we 
are. When he got into 
that rut of two-three bad 
innings he may have 
become awfully short on 
self-confidence. But we 
still had faith in his 
ability. For him it was 
always a question cf 
sticking around at the 
wicket for a while before 
he would get going. 
Which is excactly what 



could scarcely have 
expected him to let us in 
with a softer target. 

What was it that made the 
difference between the two 
sides? 

Both India and New 
Zealand were equally 
matched, really. We 
played just one bad 
innings (the second of 
the Christchurch Test) 
and were doomed for it. I 
wish the Napier Test had 
not been rain-affected. 

We were very determined 
to settle scores there 


Except for Azhar, the 
experienced players of the 
team have not done well in 
the series... 

I do not want to look at it 
that way. It is not a 
question of an 
experienced player or an 
inexperienced player: 
you have to assess the 
team’s performance as 
one unit, as one whole. 

What about Dilip 
Vengsarkar? Would you 
count him as one of the 
failures or....? 

I think Dilip is probably 


happened to him in 
Auckland before ge got 
himself out at 47. 

And where would you place 
Kapil's performance? 

Kapil has to get back to 
his wicket-taking days 
and he. more than 
anyone else, knows that. 
His head is dropping a 
bit, his arm is going 
around instead of nice 
and high...I’ve told him 
this and he’s getting 
back to working on 
them once he gets to 
Delhi. 


In your estimation, what are 
the significant gains of the 
tour till the end of the 
Tests? 

Atul Wassan came along 
very well and has kind 
of established himself as 
a member of the Indian 
pace attack. He grabbed 
the opportunities that 
came his way and 
bowled very well. He is ' 
the quickest bowler we 
have at the moment. 
Venkatapathi Raju too 
did well for himself. It 
was a bit tragic we had 
to drop him for the last 
Test because he did not 
fit into our game-plan j 

but that was no 
reflection either on his ! 


kind of 
established 
himself as a 
member of the 
Indian pace 
attack. He is the 
quickest bowler 
we have* . ^ 


potential or how he 
actually performed in 
the first two Tests. And 
both Wassan (in 
Auckland) and Raju (in 
Christchurch) batted 
remarkably well for 
tailenders. These two 
youngsters are the finds 
of the tour. Gursharan 
came into his own and 
Ajay Sharma too had 
played himself into a 
position where he had to 
consider him for the 
one-dayers. Sanjay 
Manjrekar at No. 3 had a 
poor Test run but after 
two fabulous tours of the 
West Indies and 
Pakistan I suppose the 
law of averages caught 
up with him. Sachin 
Tendulkar had a 
fantastic 88 in Napier 
and looked as good as 
gold but I only hope he 








learns to value his 
wicket a lot more He is 
such a wondei lul 
batsman his wicket 
should not go to any 
Tom Die k or Harry 
K*ran Moi e came 
through as a 
tremendously t ombative 
cncketei and las batting 
in Napiei and Auckland 
was super And 
remember he kept 
wicketb and batted 
despite dislocating a 
fingei during the 
closing stages of the 
I New Zealand fa st 
inning? in Auckland 
Arhar s fust sci les as 
captain showed beyond a 
shadow of doubt that the 
captaincy has not 


‘Azhar showed 
tremendous 
temperament for 
the new job: 
quiet, 

unassuming and 
on the ball’ 


affei ted las batting one 
I bit lit showed 
tremendous 
temperament tor the 
new |oh quiet 
unassuming and cm the 
ball 

And what about M 
Venkatramana and Vivek 
Razdan’ How much have 
they progressed on the tour 7 

Both of them woi ked 
i hard on the torn but foi 
some ieoson they did not 
click Had 

Venkatramana bowled 
well m the first niatc h 
that he played he might 
not have been dropped 
fox any of the tluee 
Tests Yes we could 
have done with an off 
spinner like him m the 
Tests New Zealand, 
after all, have four 
left-handed batsman and 


Ramana could have been 
effective To my mind it 
is a question of his 
getting some confident ( 
about his abilities He 
will have to work on it 
We have chatted about it 
on tlus tour and he has 
to woi k out things 
himself Razdan s case is 
pure and simply one of 
mexpenence He has to 
go through the grind of 
fust class cricket to find 


not quite do so That s it 
There was not question 
of anyone being denied a 
c hancc to stake his claim 
oi someone being given 
a better chance than the 
othei s 

The fact that Woorkeri 
Raman and Manoj 
Prabhakar produced the top 
two (unconquered 149 in 
Auckland and 80 in 
Christchurch) opening 


Sukkanth is in aiound 
that time And do not 
forget we have another 
man called V B 
Cliandi asekhar as a 
specialist opener Ho too 
may like to get a fair 
look m you know 

Did you have much of a 
problem pursuading 
Prabhakar to open the 
batting 7 

Manoj is a wonderful 



his ioel m the 
international arena But 
I am sut e he w ill coine 
along well soon 

But considering there were 
just three matches in all for 
the nonregulars to work 
their way into the playing is 
for theTests, can you say 
they did not have enough 
opportunities to find then 
feet? 

Everyone was given 
equal opportunities 
Chaps like Wassan and 
Raju grabbed them, 
Ramana and Vivek did 


partnerships for India in the 
last three years does not 
resolve the problem of suing 
makeshift openers, does it 7 

They «howod they arc 
11 e best pair we have at 
the moment didn t they’ 
It is very tempting to 
continue with that 
combination But 
seriously it is not fair to 
Manoj This pannot be a 
permanent 
arrangement 
Hopefully, Sidhu will be 
back m time for Sharjah 
and England And let us 
see what kind of form 


cncketei Andvou 
cannot get abettn team 
man H»would do 
anything in the 
mtci ests of the team 
No it was not a pi oblem 
We felt a bit bad asking 
him to shouldei sue h a 
burdtn but he c lu ked 
wondei fully Manoj was 
the best Indian bowlei 
on view during the thioe 
Jests lie may not have I 
got a great many 
wickets but thenunibu 
of times he beat batsmen 
was inc redible Tiuly 
incredible • 
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SEVENTH WORLD CUP HOCKEY, LAHORE, 1990 


I 1 -N a sense it was thi 

tournament ol the 
underdog- Both the 
finalists Holland ana 
Pakistan should view their 
. pei formalize as a 

| rejuvenation ol hockey m their 
country Holland foi many years 
now, have been rebuilding their 
side aftei the retirement of many 
I illustrious seniors Of course 
1 they have had to pay the price lor 
it languishing wav down in the 
hockey luerarcy lor some time In 
fact, they had to qualify lor this 
tournament by winning the 
Intercontinental Cup It has been a 
sacntire well worth it And more 
It was 17 years ago that t he Dutc h | 
annexed this title foi the fust time, 
and now they can truly lay claim 
to be one of the best teams in the 
world Currently they aie the 
World champions, huropeau 
t hampwms, Olympic bronze 
medallists and Champions Trophy 
runners up 

If the I^alioi e tournament 
taught the world a lesson in 
percentage hockey and the 
importance of the penalty corner. 


the Dutch were masters ol both 
Of the 2 1 goals they scoi ed in the 
tournament 11 weie penaltv 
cornei conversions and seven 
from penalty strokes a majority 
of which resulted from penalty 
ooi ners Playing with three 
forwards- Krick Par lievlet Gys 
Weteruigs and Tom Van’t 
Hek—they managed only three 
field goals and yet would qualify 
as one.of the most efficient front 
lines m the tournament such was 
their competence in enforcing 
penalty corners 


As the passion grew 
among the spectators, 
it crossed over the wire 
fencing and spread 
among the players. 

But the Dutch ensured 
that their dream was 
deprived of a 
climax 






HOLLAND! 



While describing percentage 
hex - key, renowned coach Horst 
Worn remarked, “Why waste so 
much energy just go for the 
success Play for the penalty 
corner The coach that worries 
about the spectators will lose the 
points ’ There could he no truer 
de«x r ipt.on than this of the Dutch 
game And mind you it is a 
compliment for no team played as 
c'ose to their plan as the 
Champions did 

Though they did play as a team 
and to a strategy Holland would 
not have gone all the way without 
the effective distribution of 
captain Marc Delhsen And. of 
course the penalty corner 
f con vet sions of that enigma ot a 
player, Flons Jan Bovelander 
Shirt out of his baggy shorts, 
Bovelander appears almost 
harmless to one who has not 


Masters of the world Holland 

witnessed his prowess He 
resembles a fed up college lad who 
lias been forced out of Ins bed and 
handed a stick to play lux-key, so 
unassuming does he look on the 
field Holland were iwarded 27 
penalty cornei s m the 
tournament Of which tide ll 
pei cent) were com rted while tive 
resulted in penalty -.trokee whu h 
eventually culminated n goals 

A T the other end of the scale 
was runners up Pakistan 
who forced 42 penalty 
corners, by far t tie highest m the 
tournament But only six of these 
were converted at a successs 
percentage of 14, one of the lowest 
in the tournament This speaks 
volumes for the Pakistan 
forwards who wore instrumental 


ui the success of the host team 
Field goals and umpteen missed 
chances characterised the Pakistan 
| game, and most of these were 
through the genius of one man, 
Shabaz Ahmed 

Not in his element for some time 
now, Shabaz blossomed m Lahore 
And what a sight it was While 
other forwards hustled and 
pushed to achieve advantage this 
lanky Pakistani weaved his way 
through defences with classical 
brilliance The inside left was, of 
course, ably supported by Wasim 
Feroz on the flank and the three 
other forwards When the five of 
them moved into the attack, it was 
almost like a tidal wave engulfing 
the opposition goal fast forceful 
and dangerous Yet, ironically it 
was at the vital moment that the i 

Pakistani forwards failed to click , 
the semi finals and the finals 

— _ _ __i 
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People support the host team from the roof of the VIP stand 
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Against Australia and Holland, 
in the semis and the finals 
respectively, the right flank was 
redundant. The over-dependence 
on Shabaz was as obvious as it was 
fatal. But whereas the penalty 
corner conversions came to the 
rescue against the Australians 
(both Pakistan's goals come 
through conversions), the same 
was not to be in the final 

Not too much was expected of 
the Pakistan team before the 
tournament began. Even the most 
fanatical supporter merely gave 
his team an outside chance to 
reach the semi finals, and that too 
primarily because of the inherent 
advantages of playing at home. 
However, with each success 
Lahore brightened. By the semi 
finals it had given way to 
deli rium. So much so that the 
Australian coach Frank Murray, 
without making excuses, 
admitted after his team’s semi 
final loss, "yes, we were a little 
overawed by the crowds.” 

And as the passion grew among 
the spectators, it crossed over the 


The Holland bench celebrates 
the moment of victory against 
the Germans 


wire fencing and spread among 
the players. But the Dutch 
ensured that their dream was 
deprived of a climax. Outplayed in 
the opening minutes of the final 
and down by a Shabaz goal, the 
Dutch fought back to demolish the 
hopes and aspirations of the 
70,000 odd spectators present at 
the National Stadium. 

The atmosphere resembled a 
rowdy football match, so intense 
was the passion. To overcome 
their nerves, th>' Dutch made a 
smart move; arriving at the 
ground an hour before the final to 
soak in the atmosphere. Yet 
manager Jooet Bellart claimed, 
“we were still nervous in the 
opening minutes of the game. But 
once we settled down we were in 
control.” 


T 


HE Australians, who 
finished third by beating 
West Germany in the play 


off, paid the price for their 
inexperience. Cruising through 
the league games with an ail win 
record, they stumbled when it 
came to the crunch. 

Billed as the favourites, the 
defending champions probably 
missed the services of Mark (‘The 
Horrible’) Hagar who has been 
their most consistent scorer over 
the last year. Murray summed up 
his team’s performance saying 
with tears in his eyeB, “we made a 
few errors in judgement and it 
cost us dearly. We had a few 
inexperienced players but we can 
put all this down to a learning 
experience. We will go back and 
rethink a few things. As 1 said, it 
has been a learning experience." 
Surely must have been. After all, 
they had an 85 per cent success 
rate and yet finished third. 

The West Germans cannot look 
at things the same way. They too 
rode roughshod over the 
opposition in the league games, 
conceding a mere two goals in the 
five matches. But the semi final 
saw them allow the Dutch three. 
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which proved one too many. 
Playing true to form. their 
confidence was on a 
high...Perhaps too high. The 
ioes to Holland in the semis came 
as such a shock that many of the 
Germans wept openly after the 
game. With Stefan Blocher not 
exactly at his best, the onus fell on 
Carsten Fischer. And those who 
saw this giant perform were 
convinced that the German wall is 
still standing: in the form of 
this bespectacled 29-year old. 
Apart from his stonewalling 
defence, the Germans also relied 
on Fischer for their penalty 
corner conversions. 

In a tournament dominated by 
indirect penalty corner 
conversions—pushes and scoopc 
were more in fashion —Fischer 
was the odd man out. for he rel es 


Those *ho saw Carsten 
Fiscjwperform were 
coimncedthatthe 
German wall is stilt 
Hmdiie 


solely on his clean and hard 
hitting. Perhaps that was one of 
the reasons the Germans were not 
too successful. Against Holland in 
the semi finals, Fischer leveled the 
score twice through penalty 
corners but was also responsible 
for two of the goals that the Dutch 
scored. A penalty corner hit from 
Bovelander was apparently 
stopped by Fischer with his body 
and a penalty stroke was awarded 
If the FIH claims that none of the 
results were ffected by bad 
umpiring, then they should 
review the slow motion television 
re-runs of this penalty corner hit. 
Fischer had stopped the ball 
cleanly with his stick. All his 
insistence fell on deaf ears. 
Frustrated and desperate he 
moved up front once too often and 
an Erick Parlievliet counter attack 
found Fischer out of position. The 
resultant penalty corner gave 


Fischer: The Berlin Wall still 
stands In the form of this 29- 
year old German 
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Holland the deciding goal 
The importance oi the penalty 
I corner was most evident in this 
match It was as if the game was 
I being played between Fisc her and 
j Bovelander In tact, both 
semifinals went without a single 
field goal being scored 

E ngland who finished 
fifth m the tournament 
could not have done any 
' better The Olympic champions 
had lost most of their team after 
Seoul and it was too much to 
expect their star striker Sean 
Kerly to shoulder the entire 
burden of the rebuilding process 
Unnoticed and without much 
fanfare the Soviets managed to 
finish sixth and qualified for the 
next Champions Trophy to be held 
in Melbourne m November this 
year Compensating what thej 


Fischer moves in to save the 
Germans while Blocher and Mol- 
landian look on 

lack in flair with sheer 
doggedness they conceded a 
point to India in the opening 
game then went down to both 
Holland and Australia But even 
aflei sc or mg a mere six goals 
(with lO goals against) they 
eventually ended up a ci editable 
sixth in the tournament 
France who came fourth in the 
Inter-Continental trophy and 
thereby qualified for this 
tournament, should be proud of 
their seventh place Their s too is 
an example of percentage hockey, 
where the goals and the points 
matter more than the flair 
Scoring a measly five goals (and 
six against them) in the league 
stage, they still finished third in 
group A above USSR Argentina 


and India 

As shocking as it may sound, 
Argentina ought to be somewhat 
disappointed with their ninth 
place finish At one stage vying 
with Holland lor a place m the 
semi finals, two consecutive 
losses to USSR and France put 
paid to these pretensions 

Plenty has been said about India 
to bear repetition here but much 
of India's performance—or lack of 
it—is to do with the number of 
goals they concede In this 
tour nament they let m 18 which 
together with Ireland s tally 
ranks as the highest in the 
tour nament With one win over 
Canada and that too thanks to the 
individual effort of Pat gat Singh 
India had the sec ond lowest 
succ ess percentage m the 
tournament (21 42) 

Pargat s per for mancc was so 
outstanding that he is now 
acclaimed as one of the best 
players in the world Perhaps 
what India needs is three Par gat 
Singhs one in the hall line and 
the other in the frontline Such is 
the all round excellent e of this 
man 

Still one doubts whether India 
can find solace m the fact that 
they actually improved their 
ranking Irom the last World Cup 
tournament If that is the case it 
doesn t speak much for Indian 
hockey 

Canada and Ireland who 
finished elventh and twelfth 
respectively, were not really the 
pushovers they seemed to be In 
their group B matches it was only 
West Germany who beat both 
c on vmcmgly other wise the 
margin was always one goal 

It is said that there is not much 
of a difference between the top 
teams of the world, and this 
tournament proved that once 
ogam The Lahore World Cup will 
be remembered for its out of the 
ordinary spectator turnout 
smooth organisation and as one of 
the most successful and high 
profile hockey tournaments ever 
to be held 

Andy O’Brien, Lahore 








READERS’ QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 


1 Whose 

• autobiography 
is titled ‘Child of 
Change’' 

2 Who was the 
• first woman 
athlete to run the 400 
mts under 48 Sees ' 

3 Who first 
. suggested the 
idea of using the sun’s 
ray s to light the flame 
at Oly nipia and carry 
it to the (James by a 
rcla\ system 1 ' 

4 What is a 
• ‘Cannon in 
billiards 1 ' 

? 


5 Basin Reserve is 
. the 1 est cricket 
I ground in which city 1 ' 

i 

5 Only one person 
. has, to date, 

. been the world 
champion in both 
, motorcar and 
motor-cycle racing 
Who' 

7 Who was Mi ke 
. Tyson’s last 
, challenger to be 
1 defeated on pomtsand 
not by a knockout 1 ' 

8 Of which indoor 
• game is Darryl 
Francis an 


RATING TEST! 


Above 15: Wish you were part of 
our quiz team* 

Between 12 and 15: You are not 

too bad 

Between 8 and 11: There is room 

for improvement 

Below 8: Sportsworld reading 

recommended 


ANSWERS 


1 Garry Kasparov 

2 Jarmila Kratochvilova of Czechoslovakia in 
1983 

3 Dr Theodre Lewald 

4 A stroke in which the cub ball hits both #» reel 
and the opponent $ ball 

b Wellington 

6 John Surtees 

7 Tony Tucker, on 1 Aug 1987 

8 Scrabble 

9 Mikhail Botvmnlk 

10 The Decathlon 

11 Roberto Duran 

12 Motor Cycle racing It refers to a rider 
preventing a fellow rider from overtaking him 

13 Vietnam 

14 SwarupKtshen 

15 Bunny Austen of U K in 1933 

16 KirtiAzad 

17 Seema Bhandarl and Vlmal Kumar 

18 v «.veland Stroud US basketball coach 


THIS WEEK’S QUIZ IS 
CONTRIBUTED BY:- 

Mohd. Ariff, 

Electronics Engg., 

Old Hostel, 

GCE, 

Ramanagaram, 

BANGALORE. 

PIN—571 511. 


acknowledged 
international expert' 

9 Who is the only 
• chess player to 
have regained the 
world championship 
title twice’ 

'l Which event 
JL Vs • is colloquially 
referred to as 
“Suicide m ten 
instalments”’ 

n Which boxer 
• is nicknamed 
“Fists of stone’' 


12 

you 


In which 
sport might 
Shut the Door"' 


*1 3 Jo is the 
JLO. traditional 
martial art of which 
Asian country' 

*1 A Who is the 
11. only umpire 
to be awarded the 
Padma Bhushan' 

1 ^ Who was the 
id, first player to 
wear shorts at 
Wimbledon' 


16 . 


Who was the 
only player 
dismissed for a duck 
in the 1983 World Cup 
final’ 


1 7 Who emerged 
/ • champions of 
the inaugural SAARC 
badminton 
championship’ 

1 O Along with 
JLO. Vijay 
Amntraj, another 
sportsperson 
received the Fair Play 
Trophy at the 
UNESCO H Q Who’ 
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The captain (Gooch) and his 
deputy (Lamb) are not quite 
discussing South Africa. Gooch’s 
cheeks seem to provide the > 
camouflage against the 
Caribbean sun. Not someone who 
appreciates the virtues of the 
good ol* tan, for sure. 


BRITTANIA 


LES! 


Patrick Eagar 
follows England's 
surprise team 
through the 
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triend David Capel a mouthful, 
dbrry Jugful. 


SI 




hing wrong her*? No, m 
only England bowler Chi 
is giving Me MM Ofths 
■Inst Gordon Greenk 
..., ■ Trinidad on s ds y 
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Richie Richardson drives. The 
MRF cap is yet to be replaced by 
the crimson West Indies cap. 
England wicketkeepers, however, 
are more outwardly loyal 
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Spoka too soon! Small irtakM 

•mend*, trlw to do an Edwin 

Moms to fttNncriy«aMmiMN 

Mtum of Vhr rich**. nmc 
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M IKE OATTINO is not at 
the best of times the 
most cheerful, 
effervescent sporting 
personality, but he 
looked positively 
crushed at the sombre press 
conference at the Wanderers club 
in Johannesburg, headquarters of 
the South African Cricket Union 
(SACU). 

He insisted he had no regrets 
about coming to South Africa: he 
had not come primarily for the 
money, but “out of 
disillusionment with our own 
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cricket back home”. 

The man who once infamously 
admitted that he "didn’t know 
very much about apartheid” said. 
“I have seen a lot of South Africa. I 
understand a lot more about 
South Africa now." He added 
somewhat ruefully: “South Africa 
is a very complex situation. 

Unless you are here, you cannot 
know how complex it is.” 

Nevertheless, there was no 
rebuke of SACU for its failure to 
inform him of what he could have 
expected, as Catting added he 
would come back again next yeafr 
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to fulfil the second phase of his 
contract if his employers deemed 
it wise 

Gattmg seems to be a genuinely 
non-political man When asked if 
the release of Nelson Mandela liad 
excited him, he would only reply 
I “I watched a bit of his press 
conference on television 
A shrewder, less honest person 
might have sought to use the 
release as a justification tor the 
tourists’ presence m South Africa 
He was no match foi the 
calculating, ambitious activists 
within the anti-tour National 
Sports Congress who have staked 
their political careers on turning 
the English players time in South 
Africa into a nightmare 
By the time th» team landed in 
Johannesburg too late to see the 
police baton cliarge hundreds of 
demonstrators at the airport 
many people had lost their 
■ appetite for the unofficia 1 senes 
Pnvate-sector sponsors could 
not be induced to put their 
company logos on the playerR 
shirts, fearful of consumer 
boycotts and retaliation by the 
radical internal antiapartheid 
organisations 

But the most bewildering thing 
about the tour was how the 
crowriB stayed away part 1 y out of 
‘sheer fear of the demonstrators 
outside the grounds Butt here 
was another reason Many loyal 
cricket followers believed the tour 
was ill-timed at a moment of great 
political change m South Atnca 
Reports that the players wore 
earning a minimum after tax of 
£100,000 each fa fortune m 
deflated South African rands) lor 
a few weeks' work left a nast} 

^ taste m the mouth 

On the Saturday of the first 
unofficial “test’ in Johannesburg 


the Wanderer e stadium was barely 
a third full a bewildering statistic 
m a country of sports fanatics 
deprived for years of international 
competition Crowds at the other 
games have been embarrassingly 
email 

I’rom the moment the players 
set foot inside South Africa they 
were subjected to almost 
intolerable pressure, from the 
demons! ratoTR outside the 
grounds and from the tabloid 
press pack which followed the 
toui ists ai ound the country 

Mike Gattmg appeared 


From the moment the 
players set foot in 
South Africa they were 
subjected to almost 
intolerable pressure 
from the 
aemonstmors 
outside toe grounds, 
and from the tabloid 
pack which follows 
the tourists around 
toe country 


genuinely shor ked when he and 
his team w ei e branded by 
pi otestors as defenders 
ofapaitheid The impression he 
gave was more of a 
bewildi red and naivf an who 
had failed to understand that 
while ideally sport and politics 
should not mix n South Africa, 
sport ib politics It was a naivete 
that has sustau ed previous 
rebel tours ui c i leket and othei 
sports 

This time however the political 
climate changed dramatically 
between the announcement of the 
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Protestors agsinst the South 
African tour by Mika Getting and 
his rebel team 

tour last April and the start of 
play last month When it was 
arranged, P W Botha was still in 
power, with reform proceeding at 
snail’s pace when the team 
arrived reforming FW DeKleik 
was at the helm granting greater 
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I freedom for protests and, above 
l all, the release of Nelson Mandela 
| The tour provided a focus for 
I unrest at a tune when what 
I Pretoria wanted most ol all was 
l calm 

Unsurprisingly, the players 
performances suffered under the 
pressure The England 1 1 
narrowly scraped to a draw 
i against a South African 
I universities 11 The first Test 
ended m an ignominious seven 
wicket defeat by the Springboks 
within only three of the five 
scheduled days The curtailed Test 
match, and the generally poor 
standard of cricket compounded 
SACU's financial difficulties 

But it was ultimately political 
events which swept the tour away 
Mr All Bacher, the Managing 
Director of the South African 
I Cricket Union (SACU), sought to 
salvage something from the 
wreckage by claiming the decision 
to abort the tour represented a 
victory for negotiation between 
his organisation and the National 
Sports Congress which is closely 
associated with the African 
National Congress He implied 
I this was a substantial 
' breakthrough, although m fact 
i SACU and the NSC have held 
negotiations in the past 

Bacher’s liberal credentials are 
impeccable A former doctor who 
took a moral decision to work 
exclusively in black hospitals, his 
| espousement of the cause ol 
multi-racial sport is fervent Yet, 
m the most telling indication ol 
the tour’s counter-productive 
nature, he has seen SACU’s 
township programme, his 
branchild, disintegrate under the 
weight of political pressure 

That programme, involving 
60,000 schoolchildren and 1,800 
black coaches, is likely to be 
reshaped under the auspioes of 
the National Sports Congress Led 
by Knsh Naidoo, a 
Johannesburg-based human 
rights lawyer with links to the 
Mandela family, the NSC will 
emerge as a key power broker if 
the pace of political change is 
maintained 

Anti-apartheid activists talk 



privately of South Africa being 
readmitted to international sport 
within five years if the NSC—and 
by implication the ANC—signal 
that rehabilitation is convenient 

The international cricket 
community would certainly 
welcome the return of South 
Africa A C Smith, chief executive 
of the Test and County Cricket 
Board, said he “would love to have 
them back” in the International 
Cricket Conference 

However, he added, with a 


Mike Proctor helps out at a multi 
racial cricket clinic 

certain understatement that the 
tour had done nothing to help the 
process It is clear that by taking 
advantage of the plight of English 
cricket to recruit the ill-fated 
tourists, Bacher alienated former 
friends In the months and years 
to come he, and the men he signed 
secretly, will need all th' friends 
they can get 

M i chael Calvin and Stephe n Ro bi nson 
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x- Y ou don't need a better 
example of the ideological 
transition ot a 

tormer-Comrnunist migrant 
into the capitalist 
razzamatazz. Amusingly, 
Miss Liberty's famous 
entreaty reads: ‘Bring me 
your tired, your poor, your 
huddled masses yearning to 
be free, the wretched refuse 
of your teeming shore. 
















10 ! 

lhair-do like Dotty Parton 
ml much aha in common!) 
lus a swish of the skirt like 
ie lata-and-lamanted Miss 
Monroe. Comaneci’s 
rather, interviewed by Ufa 
n Bucharest, said: ‘She is 
fflcutt and sentimental. She 


awt always be told that she 
is beaut i fu l and good.’ 









A picture Elena Ceausescu 
might have tieen proud of. Or 
maybe even Ivana Trump. 













PREVIEW 


NATIONAL EVENTS: 

Cricket : Ranji Trophy final 
from March 23 to 28. 15th 
All India Gauri Dutt Mande- 
lia prize money tournament 
at the Hindalco grounds, 
Renukoot from March 6 on¬ 
wards. 

Basketball : 12th Federa¬ 
tion Cup tournament at 
Tripyar, Kottayam, Kerala 
for men and women from 
March 4—11. Ten men's 
and five women's teams to 
participate. 

Cross Country : National 
cross-country at Pune on 
' March 6. 

| Chess : National 'A' and 
' National Rapid cham- 
! pionships at Calicut, from 
j March 1—28. 

| Golf : Indian Open at the 
, Royal Calcutta Golf Club, 

I from March 8—11 Prize 
■ money worth $ 1,20,000. 

| Meerut Open at Meerut 
j Golf Club. Prize money 


worth Rs. 40,000. 

DCM Open at Delhi Golf 
Club. Prize money worth 
Rs. 60,000. 

Tennis : East Zone Davis 
Cup tie. India vs Japan at 
Chandigarh from March 31 
to April 2. 

Weightlifting : 42nd Senior 
National championships at 
Thanjvur, Tamil Nadu from 
March 25—30. There are 
ten categories for men and 
nine for women. 

Wrestling : 37th Senior 
national championships at 
Jamshedpur, from March 
16—19. 

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS : 

Athletics : Asia Cup 
marathon at Seoul, on 
March 18. 

World Cross-Country J 
championships at Aix-les- i 


Bains, France on March 
24. 

Kodak Classic, Great 
Britain vs USA vs USSR on 
March 18. 

Basketbull : 13th Asian 
Women's championships 
at Singapore, from March 
9—18. India to participate. 

European Cup winners’ 
Cup final at Florence on 
March 13. 

European Korac Cup fin¬ 
al 1st leg on March 22 and 
2nd leg on March 29. 


I March 14 to 17. Dutch Jr. . 

international tournament at j 
! Harlem, Holland from \ 
i March 9—11. j 

Cricket: England's tour of 
West Indies i 

March 7 vs West Indies, j 
4th One-day International I 


at Georgetown, Guyana. 
March 10—15: vs West 
Indies, 2nd Test at George¬ 
town, Guyana. 

March 17—20. vs Presi¬ 
dent's XI at Trinidad. 

March 23—28: vs West In¬ 
dies, 3rd Test at Port-of- 
Spain, Trinidad 
March 30—April 1: vs Bar¬ 
bados at Bridgetown, Bar¬ 
bados. 

Golf : US tournament play¬ 
ers' championship at Ponte 
Vedra, Florida from March 
15—18. 

Honda Classic at Coral 
Springs, Florida from 
March 8—11. Open de 
Balergras, at Mallorca, 
from March 8—11. • 

Motor Racing : US Grand ! 
Prix at Phoenix. On March j 
1 1 . Brazilian Grand Prix at i 
Sao Paulo on March 25. ! 

Karate : World Cham- j 
pionships at Sunderland on j 
March 16 and 17. 

Motor Cycling : Japanese ; 
Grand Prix at Suzuka on i 
March 25. | 

Tennis : Newsweek Cham- i 
pions Cup, at Indian Weils ' 
from March 5—11. < 

Indoor Satellite Ciicuit j 
Masters, at Telford, Eng- j 
land, from March 12—16. ; 

Lipton Players cham- j 
pionships at Key Biscayne, j 
from March 19—25. World j 
Group. Davis Cup quarter; 
finals, Australia vs New ! 
Zealand. Italy vs Australia, j 
USA vs Czechoslovakia j 
Bind West Germany vs i 
Argentina. i 

Football : European Cup ! 
Champions' Cup, Cup Win- : 
ners' Cup and UEFA Cup \ 
quarter finals 1st legs on ; 
March 7 and 2nd legs on | 
March 21. European Cup j 
finals. A.C Milan vs Mech- j 
lin, PSV Eindhoeven vs : 
Bayern Munich, Benefica ! 
vs Dniepre USSR, Marseil- j 
les vs Sredets, Sofia, Bui- i 
garia. 

Compiled by Novy 
(taped la 
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T HE slick black 

low slung Formula 
Monoposto c orrics 
howling around 
the bend crabbing to the 
edge of the track it 
blasts past a group of 
people standing next to 
a Gypsy ar med with stop 
watches and clip boards 
S Kanvaidhan or Kan 
as he is better known is 
perfecting his ar t 
Working his way down 
the gears he pulls to a 
stop and < limbs out to 
saunter over 
Star tmg his career in 
circuit racing in 1974 
Kanvaidhan recalls 
those ear her year s In 
Coimbatore Bomeoneoi 
the other in the family 


EE 


I 


KARIVARDHAN 


The 34-year-old from 
Coimbatore is blazing a trail 
through the racing circuits of 
India, both as a racer, as well as 
a designer of Formula Maruti 
cars... 


attraction was natural 
Right from the start I 
decided to concentrate 
on cars instead of bikes 
because in the 70s the 
motorcycles were not as 
g xxi as they are now In 
far t in those ear lier 
years it was easier to 
convince someone m the 
family to loan me their 
imported car for 
racing 

I drove a Modified 


subsequently driven 
Fiats Indian Formula 
cars imported saloons 
and a Formula Atlantic 
he adds 

The J4 year old 
Managing Dilector of 
one of tht Lakshmi 
group of < ompanies is 
one notch above the 
ordinary c lrcuit r at er 
who just belts up and 
drives a car whic h has 
been prepared by 


mechanical 
engineering Kan 
designs and makes his 
own cars 

He says For the 
sheer pleasur e of 
driving a powerful car 
nothing comes close to 
the Formula Atlantic 
With a 225 

horsepowered engine it 
is one of the fastest cars 
me lr cult racing 
Unfortunately thisveai 
t hey were discoi t inued 
for want of sufficient 
entries 

Going bat k to the car 
he was driving c arlier 
on he explains 1 copied 
the design of the cat 

Karlvardhan seated 


always had a fascination Fiat m my first race at someone else With a Inside hla Formula 

tor cars therefore the Sholavaramandhave masters degree in Monoposto Special 















He is one notch 
above the 
ordinary circuit 
racer who just 
belts up and 
drives a car 
which has been 
prepared by 
someone else. 
With a masters 
degree in 
mechnical 
engineering, 
Kari designs 
and makes his 
own cars... 


Based on the English 
Reynard chassis, I fitted 
a push rod lBOOec Ford 
engine on it This car is 
the equivalent of the 
Formula Renault and 
the Formula Ford 2000 
on the world circuit 
today." 

And its not just on 
mechanical know-how 
that he outscores the 
rest. His driving is 
superior too. Although a 
lot of Indian riders and 
drivers have complained 
about the sharp bends 
and turns on the new 
track at Sriperambadur, 
Karivardhan states. “I 
have no complaints 
about this track. My 
Monoposto is a slow car, 
therefore this circuit has 
not posed any problems 
for me. The Monaco race 
track is much tighter 
and you still have the 
Formula One's racing 
there without any 
problems. So why 
complain.. .one has to 
adapt if one wants to 
compete.” 

“Take for example the 
number of times a driver 
changes his gears at the 
T shaped Sholavaram 
track and compare that 
with the number of 
times he does it at the 







new track. In 
Sholavaram 1 changed 
gears 28 times in one lap 
and only 11 at 
Sreperambadur. ” To 
illustrate his point 
better he draws an 
outline of the new track 
with the gear changes. 
Warming up to his 
favourite topic he 
continues, “This new 
track is definitely a good 
beginning. The Madras 
Motor Sports Clubs have 
plans for four events per 
year. They 
are also 
trying to 
get into the 
Asia-Pacific 
circuit. If 
that comes 
about, then 
we will be 
able to see 


It took a man 
like Karivardhan 
to realise the 
potential of the 
fast Maruti and 
convert it to its 
Formula 
version... 


Formula 3 in India. But 
to counter this foreign 
challenge we will have to 
import the same cars for 
the Indians.” 

Always a consistent 
performer at the races. 
Karivardhan wasn't too 
happy about being 
shunted to second place 
this year by the Belgian 
rallyist, Flory 
Roothaert Not pleased 
with this demotion he 
said. “Flory had a 
powerful Renault 

Godinhi 
engine in 
his car. The 
difference 
between our 
engines 
were 
about 30 
horsepower, 
therefore it 


Vijayshree, 
Karivardhan’s wife, 
ready to take the 
Formula Maruti ear for 
a practice lap 

was difficult to beat him. 
If this 1600 cc push rod 
class remains next year, 

I will definitely come 
back with a new chassis 
and a new engine. But 
then. I believe that you 
lose a few and win a few. 
and put everything 
down to experience. " 
Circuit racing, 
especially of the 
Formula variety, is in its 
infancy in India and 
Karivardhan's role 
i viewed under these 
circumstances is very 
important. Having raced 
all these years in 
modified/stock oars, the 
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introduction of the 
Formula Maruti Class 
cars has added 
excitement and 
entertainment to the 
sport It took a man like 
Kanvardhan to realise 
the potential of the fast 
Maruti and convert it to 
its Formula version 
Had it been anybody 
else he would have 
dominated all 
conversation he got into 
about Ins convertion of 
Marutis into racing 
cars but not so with 
Kan In a very 
unassuming mannet he 
says, "We began 
designing this car m 
March '88 and 
completed 11 1 ars that 
yeai Then over the last 
two yeai s we made 15 
more The ones made by 
me at Coimbatore have 
done well on this track 
These are the iirst 
indigenous cars in 
India Designing it has 
been a satisfying 
experience ' 

Motorsport in India 
has bee n tabled a a 'rich 
man’s sport’ by most 
people Kan disagrees. 
As far as participants 
aie concerned, yes, 
motorsport can he 
expensive* But 
sportsmen playing other 
forms of sport at the 
state level at least also 
spend a lot of money on 
equipment How can you 
say it is a rich man’s 
sport ’ If you can’t afford 
a car you can always 
start off on motorcycles 
The initial cost of either 
the car or the motorcycle 
is high but alter that, if 
one is careful, the cost 
comes down ” 
Motorsport can often 
get very technical and 
hence the average 
follower of the sport is 
ignorant of the finer 
points, but this doesn't 
seem to turn 
Kanvardhan off Ashe 


‘Time 
constraints and 
deadlines 
before racing 
season serve as 
sufficient 
motivation/’ 
says 

Karivardhan 




explains, “Motorsport 
basically has always 
been a part of the 
manufacturer's research 
and development efforts 
Lessons learnt on the 
track are often 
incorporated in their 
commercial vehicles to 
improve performance 
Constant innovation is 
being made m this sport 
and the common man 
may not understand, but 
I try and explain things 


to people who are 
curious and want to 
know about these new 
developments ” 
Managing the 
busmess takes up a lot of 
his time, yet he tries to 
keep m touch with the 
sport which has made 
his name famouB all over 
the country “Time 
constraints and 
deadlines before racing 
season serve as 
sufficient motivation,” 


Karivardhan seated In 
his Maruti Gypay 
taking down timing*. 
Son Arjun looks on 


he says 

if motorsport in India 
is going to develop into a 
big time sport we need 
more people to come 
forward to help push it 
forward Dedicated 
people like Kanvardhan 
have set a trend and now 
it is left to the others to 
follow 

Reported by Rahul 
Chandrewarfcor, written by 
AvNt Lee 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAHUL CHANDAWARKAR 




RULE- 14-3: ARTIFICIAL DEVICES ANP UNUSUAL EQUIPMENT: 

gXCEPT AS PROVI.pEP IN THE RULES, PORING A STIPULATED ROUNJ> 

-rwe PLAYER SHALL NOT USE ANY ARTIFICIAL.DEVICE OR UNU>UAL 
EQUIPMENT....WHICH MICWT ASSIST HIM IN GRIPPING THE CLUB, 

IN MAKING A STROKE- OR IN HlS PLAY 



SECTION 1 . etiquette 




NO ONt 5-UOUU> MOVE -no* OR STWI& CLOU. TO OR 
PRECTIY BEflINp -nifc BALL OR THE HOLE WHEN A PLAYER 
IS THE BAU OR MAKING A 5 .IROYI 











SPOTLIGHT 


A rmwrestling is 

a sport which dales 
back nearly 5,000 
years. 

Since its modern 
revival in the 
United States in 1967, arm 
wrestling’ has spread as an 
organised sport throughout the 
world. This can be attributed to 
the fact that the sport is both for 
young and old, men and women 
and does not require hard work or 
expensive training equipment. No 
large space for competition either. 
Not surprisingly, its popularity 
continues to grow. 

Arm-wrestling as a sport needs 
no formal introduction. However, 

I as an organised sport it does have 
[ its own set of rules and 
regulations. 

An arm-wrestling 
championship may have 
participants divided into two 
categories—seated and standing. 
There can be only two competitors 
per nation in each weight class. 
The world Arm Wrestling 
Federation ,WAWF, may permit 
more representation or less, if it 
wishes The team points for each 
participant finishing in the first, 
second and third positions is as 
follows—first. 10 points; second, 
seven points; and third, four 
points. As far as fouls are 
concerned, the basics in this 
category are: each competitor is 
allowed one foul per match, unless 
he is in a losing position from 
which he can be disqualified. 
Contestants not locking arms 
properly are given two warnings 
(one foul) and if still not 
disciplined then he could be 
disqualified. Elbows slipping off 
the elbow pad or lifting off the pad 
can attract disqualification. 

Participants in a championship 
are divided according to their age 
groups. The classification in this 
category is: l a years and under 
are Sub-juniors: 18 years and 
under became Juniors: 
competitors older are Seniors; 


Giants in the 100kg category 
battle it out 
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those above 50 are Masters. 

The actual rules governing an 
arm-wrestling bout normally see 
the event taking place in a double 
elimination round. There is no 
time-limit during an actual bout. 
All bouts except the finals consist 
of one round, with the finals 
consisting of three rounds. There 
is no break in the contest during 
or between bouts. The bout begins 
with the referee starting the 
match by saying Ready go’. The 
match finishes with the referee 
saying ‘Stop’ and raising the 
winner's hand. The bout in itself 
has three referees The 
head-referee starts and finishes 
the match, while the side-referees 
watch for hip, leg and foot fouls. 

As a sport, organised 
arm-wrestling got itB start in 
Scranton, Pennsylvania in the 
USA. The brain behind this was 
Bob O’Leary who is recognised as 
the father of International 
Arm-Wrestling, Thereafter, tiie 
World Arm-Wrestling Federation 
(WAWF) was born. India was 
quick to join this association. A 
constitutional format was soon 
established and WAWF World 
Championships have been 
held in continents 
throughout, the world 

The sister concern of the World 
Arm-Wrestling Federation is the 
Indian Arm-Wrestling Federation 
(president: L. Ranabir Singh). 

With the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) listing 
arm-wrestling as official and 
imviting applicants for 
membership into the Olympic 
fraternity, the sport has matured 
into a major world discipline. That 
the movement is successful is 
apparent from the fact that 
Yugoslavia, a member of the ‘Iron 
Curtain' competed for the first 
time in 1988 with one participant 
In 1989. they returned with a 
team of 16 

The sport is known as Panja in 
India and is soon coming to grips 
(as panja means) in the quest for 
finding its rightful place in the 
world of sport. 


BarH Baran Dm, 
Chairman WAWF. 
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EFENDING 
champions 
Bengal 
(when the 
Guwahati 
Nationals 
had no age restrictions) 

, emerged the Under-23 
i East Zone winners for 
] the forthcoming 46th 
I Santosh Trophy to be 
; staged at Margao's 
! Nehru Stadium, Goa. 
i Bengal claimed the top 
i slot after having 
i slammed in two goals 
i against Bihar in the 
I finals played at 
! Agartala’s Umakanto 
| Academy ground. But 
| the defeat didn’t deprive 
| Bihar of a ticket to Goa, 
i since they were placed 
| second among the eight 
: participating States, 
except Meghalaya. 

| Meghalaya 
j couldn’t—or 
| didn’t— make the trip to 
j the Tripura capital. The 
sole excuse was that a 
team couldn’t be formed. 
Something difficult to 
believe! Was it due to 
apprehension that 
! Meghalaya 

{ skipped the 'HHj 
i zonal meet? 
j Last November when ^ 

1 they hosted the Junior 
Nationals for the B.C. 
Roy Trophy at Shillong, 


Meghalaya finished 
joint-winners with 
Railways after the finals 
was abandoned in the 
latter half of the match 
due to mob violence 
which was targetted 
largely at the players 
from Bengal. And all 
this occurred in front of 
the orpanisers and 
important dignitaries. 
Was Meghalaya afraid of 
facing the music? 
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The working 
committee of the All 
India Football 
Federation last May 
unanimously decided to 
make the Nationals a 
Under-23 affair to be 
played on a zonal basis 
and the top two teams of 
each zone would qualify 
for the challenge round. 

There is news from 
two other zones too. 
Punjab and Railways 
qualified from the 
North, while last two 
years’ runners-up 
Kerala and Karnataka 
earned a berth each from 
South. The West Zone 
contenders will be 
decided at Jabalpur. 

For Bengal, without 
their regular 
stars who 



performed at Guwahati, 
it was a challenge they 
had to accept. And 
Swarup Das, who made 
his debut, steered the 
teem to a wonderful 
triumph,. .and a morale 
victory for coach 
Gautam Sarkar. 

The 23 time 
champions began their 
campaign on an 
unimpressive note 
against a weak Mizoram 
2-1. Although Bengal 
won, they found the 
going tough 
initially...and lacked 
combination. But 
captain Swarup Das 
made a bad start: his 
miskick allowed Limo to 
score from close. That 
was the only piece of 
good work Mizoram had 
done. 

Bengal improved their 
scoresheet when they 
won comprehensively 
against a much-fancied 
Manipur. RanjitSaha, 
Sudip Chakraborty and 
Subroto Roy netted one 
each. Coach Gautam 
Sarkar made one 
strategic change in this 
match which worked 
well: striker Debashis 
Sarkar was played as 
central midfielder who 
performed superbly. 

Bihar's campaign in 
group A saw them 
pumping 12 goals and 
concede one. They beat 
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Tripura 2-0 Nagaland 
3-0, Sikkim 7 l and drew 
goalless with Assam 
One thought Assam 
would display some 
fireworks because of 
their laudable 
performance at 
Guwahati last year But, 
surprisingly 
underdogs Nagaland 
c lobbered them 3 O to 
win the group s second 
spot 

The semifinal line up 
was drawn Bengal met 
Nagaland and Bihar 
faced Mampui Bengal 
was too formidable for 
the Nagas Ran]it Saha 
found the net twice and 
RubrotoRoy once But 
alas some superb 
ballplay by Atik forced 
Bengal to < oncede a 
goal Stunp by the 
leverses Bengal looked 
menacingly 

dominating But the end 
result was 4 1 

The result of the other 
semis w as predictable as I 
Bihar was super lot to 
Manipur T hey won by a 
brace hut the Manipur is 
had t hernsetves to blame 1 
for the number of ■ 

chances they ! 

squandered 

Bengal met Bihar m 
the Imal Bengal had a 
scoie to settle and the 
Agartala ciowd too 
knew it TheQuilor. 
episode had to be 
avenged Mumoneswere 1 
sf ill fiesh the bi uises j 
still raw’ how Bihar 1 
conceded six goals to 1 
Karnataka to depi ive 
Bengal of a semifinal I 
berth Vengeance was 
wnt large on the Bengal 
boys And right from the 
word go Bengal looked 
dominating but they 
failed to open their 
account because a 
youngster from 
Hazanbagh Nandeswai 
Sahni stood in their way 
confidently A 
superlative 



performance that earned 
him the Man of the 
Match award 
On five occasions at 
least he thwarted a 
one to one situation But 
how long could he 
endure the pressure 
because the defence and 
midfield were so 
disappointing The 
Bihar keeper succumbed 
to the pressure after the 
breatuoi ASudip 
Chakicburty back pass 
saw Ruhr oto Rov find 
the net from a 


goalmouth scramble 
Fume increased the lead 
five minutes from the 
long whistle 
How good wd c 
Bengal 9 Ilyas Pasha and 
Rahamatullah were 
stalwarts in the deep 
defence stopper.Swa' uj 
lias was p s us pec l m *h» 
earlier ties but 


Bengal skipper Swarup 
Dae receiving a prize 
from Tripura Chief 
Minister Sudhir Ranjan 
Mazumdar 



Ranjit Saha Is Injured 
against Manipur 

mustered a lot of 
confidence for the 
special occasion 
How ever the midfield 
was a c onstant sourc e of 
trouble as ArupManna 
and Shankar Sadhu 
seemed out of gear But 
it was Debashis Saikar 
who made up for his 
colleagues SubrotoRoy 
was outstanding in the 
Bengal strike forte His 
speed and thrust were 
lethal WingeT 
Chakraborty delighted 
the c rowd with his ball 
play while Ranjit Saha 
was the dailing lor his 
scor mg ability 
Coach Gaulam Sarkai 
had this to say after the 
final Ther e is no r oom 
tor complacency We 
have to improve oui 
performance if we ait to 
retain flic trophv Goa is 
not going to be 
smooth-sailing Wo have 
to always keep in mind 
that Goa and Kei ala ai e 
out mam opponents 
Howevei aflei playing 
four mate hes here we 
are in a position to 
assess the strengths and 
weaknesses of the team 
And th.it is going to help 
us a lot 

Mans* Chakraborty, Agartala 


TENNIS MARY 


■HHHM JOHN MCENROE ■■■■ 

A DESPERATE 
CLUTCH AT HOPE 




BALDING AND 31, STILL 



TROUBLED BY FINES AND 



POOR FORM, McENROE 



CONTINUES BECAUSE HE 



BEUEVES ‘SOMETHING 


afar *** 

GOOD WILL HAPPEN \ 


- /.3> 

ALTHOUGH MUCH OF IT 



IS SELF INFLICTED IT IS 



TRAGIC THAT THE 


W 

GREA TEST TENNIS 


\ 

GENIUS OF OUR TIMES IS 



NOW FORCED TO HOPE 



TO WIN 


f you ask Brad 
I I Gilbert about 
I I the events of 
■■ January 1986 
he will probably 
be unable to 
respond After 
all. all he had 
done was beat 
John McEnroe at 
the Masters Gilbert, 
like the rest 
J of us, was to have 
absolutely no 
' inkling of how 
that one match 
would change the 
entire face of 
world tennis and disrupt the 
entire career of that man 
McEnroe 

Incensed by his dismal form and 
the loss, McEnroe had stormed 
into the cold New York winter’s 
night with the seemingly unkind 
words, “You can’t lose to the Brad 
1 Gilberts of this world’ For him 
that was an unacceptable level to 
i fall to 

i What followed has been 
I precisely documented and 
extremely well chronicled -in a 


nutshell, McEnroe opted for a sell 
imposed exile and Lendl became 
numero uno in every sense 

Had McEnroe letired completely 
then perhaps he would have been 
happier For till last week, fresh 
evidence was being presented that 
his three and a half year comeback 
since 1986 has been a failure—a 
comeback that coughs, splutters, 
purrs to life only to quickly break 
down 

And McEnroe became an old 
embittered lion unable to fathom 


that this was no 
longer his 
territory 

The troubles with 
behaviour and 
fines and poor form 
continue, and 
it is sad. 

sometimes almost 
embarassmg.to 
watch As much 
as it must be sad 
and embarrassing 
for him 

Take last fortnight 
at> a case in 
point First the 
fines After bis 
default at the Australian Open 
McEnroe appealed against the 
$6,500 f me levied at linn Th< 
appeal, not surpnsingij was 
turned down 
$6,500 for McEnroe is 
financially a juke, but it also poses 
the serious threat of 
disqualification The Grand Slam 
tournament rules now 
unequivocally state that, if a 
player accumulates $7,500 in 
fines in the space of 12 months 
(calendar year) at Grand Slam 
tournaments he would be barred 
from playing in the next Grand 
Slam tournament Which means, 
should McEnroe receive a $1000 
fine at the French Open he would 
be disqualified for Wimbledon 
Any other player would, in such a 
situation, sensibly keep his mouth 
sealed, his racket firmly m grasp 
Yet considering McEnroe’s often 
personal incomprehension over 
his loss of control, he may even 
skip the French as a safety 
measure 

If it weren’t for the damage he 
causes himself more than 
anything else, it would be quite an 


TENNIS NOTES: 


* Young American hopeful Pete Sampras made a significant 
breakthrough, winning his first career title when he beat Andres 
Gomes 76 7598 to win the $1 million US Pro Indoor at 
Philadelphia 

* C sechoelovak Jan godee,winner of the French Open (1970/71) 
and Wimbledon (1973),was Inducted Into tennis* Hall of Fame 

* The All India Tsnnis Association rsoent ranking list based on 
perfeur m a iwe e between September 19$8 and December 1989 has 
Enrico Plpemo as their No. 1. The rest of the Top 10 are as follows: 
8.8. Narandranath 8. Zeeahan All 4. K.G. Bamesh 5. Mark 
Ferreira 8. NandanBal 7. Asif Ismail 8. Pawsn Kapoor 9. 
Surendra Kumar 10. Benuah Venngopal 
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amusing situation. That a man 
must forfeit a tournament 
voluntarily only to play in another 
because he cannot be certain if he 
can control his temper. 
Outrageous really. 

Further problems for McEnroe 
arose last fortnight with a 
needless loss to the quiet Texan 
Richey Reneberg. It was a further 
reminder of the continued 
fluctuations in his 
game... .fluctuations that indicate 
that he is not capable of 
harnessing himself physically 
and mentally, to win seven 
matches in a row (a requirement 
for a Grand Sam tournament 
win). And we are talking Grand 
Slam wins because that is what 
McEnroe is talking: “I have to say 
to myself-.what do you want—and I 
want to win a major 
championship. I’m not going to be 
aNo. 1 or No. 2, but I’d like to win 
the US Open because that's where 
I’m from. Wimbledon and the US 
Open are my best chances". 
Perhaps McEnroe forgot to add 
1990 while on the topic of his ‘best 
chances’—for time too, that 
terrible cliche, that terrible 
reality, is running out. 

So the frustration that nothing, 
absolutely nothing, is going right 
remains. And he admitted this 
when he said, “1 think before I 
stop playing that something 
unbelievably good will happen. 

The unbelievably bad has already 
happened”. 

So McEnroe, once the genius, is 
now left with nearly nothing. 

Only hope. 


SHOCK OF 
THE WEEK 


BORIS BICKER WHIPPED IVAN 
LENDL 6-2.8-2 AT THE STUTTGART 
CLASSIC WHICH AMAZINGLY IS HIS 
FIFTH SUCCESSIVE VICTORY OVER 
THE WORLD NO. 1. OUT IF PEOPLE 
USE THIS DEFEAT AS AN WQICATSR 
OF LENDL'S GROWING 
INCONSISTENCY AND DECKER'S 
ASCENBANCVMEY MUST ALSO 
REMEMBER THAT IVAN LENDL JNA 
BRAND SLAM TOURNAMENT IS AN 
ENTIRELY AFFERENT 
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ALL IN THE GAME 


I TS not just the 
English cricket 
rebels who are 
having problems. 
Problems, in general, 
seem to have an 
affinity for English 
oricket. However, this 
does not exactly hold 
true for the Brits in 
the Windies (when 
reports last oame in, 
they were having a 
ball!). 

A meal in a Chinese 
restaurant was cited 
as the reason for the 
cancellation of the 
England cricket A 
team's match in 


F OUR Hew York 
Mete in extie, 
locked out of 
their training camp 
because of a baseball 
labour dispute, re¬ 
ported for an infor¬ 
mal workout at a Lit¬ 
tle League field in 
Florida, only to find 
themselves looked out 
again. 

The sign at the gate 
said, "Facility dosed. 



English can’t stomach 


Cricketing problems 


Nairobi as nine 
players went down 
with flood poisoning. 
The casualty fist. 


looked after by the 
British High 
Commission’s doctor, 
even induded Keith 


I 


IS IT CRICKET? 


Not for 4 mets 




keep out.” 

"Locked out again,” 
Bob Ojeda said. M We 
get no respect.” 

Ojeda and team¬ 
mates Keith Miller, 
Terry Broes and Aje- 


jandro Fens hopped 
the wire fence and 
started tossing the 
ball around, but a 
park supervisor 
drove up and told 
them to quit it. 

There was nothing 


Fletcher. Captain 
Mark Nicholas was, 
however, unaffected 
and put things in 
their right 
perspective when he 
said. "The players 
have all been terribly 
sick with severe 
stomach pains. Some 
of them have had 
gastric problems 
since their arrival.” 

When things were 
okay, the cricketers 
were dispensing of 
their cricketing 
matters with a 
‘rumble’ 


personal in this look¬ 
out, the supervisor 
said. Just a case of 
crioketing warfare 
“I’m sorry to do it,” he 
said. “But we’ve got to 
keep the field tree. 
We've got chemicals 
on the grass to get rid 
of the crickets and 
we’re trying to fertil¬ 
ise it." 

The Mets woefully 
trudged away. 


C ONTROVERSIES 
and John Me 
Enroe seem to go 
hand in hand. 

For the first time 
since 1984, Mac has 
signed up to play in 
the pre-Wimbledon 
tennis tournament at 
the Queen's Club this 
year To re-phrase it, 
the first time since he 
insulted the wife of 
the club chairman in 
1984. 

McEnroe, who has 
won the title four 
times, was barred 
from the club and 


stripped of his 
honorary 
membership after 


cursing at Sheila 
Boden, whose 
husband was club 



chairman at the time, 
when Mrs Boden 
refused to give him 
practice time on a 
court she had booked 
for a mixed doubles 
match. 

The current 
chairman of the club. 
Grant Meyrioh, said 
Mac was being 
allowed to play after 
he apologised for his 
misdemeanour His 
honorary 
membership is, 

however, being 
withheld. Mac really 
doesn’t give a damn! 





























Congrats 


M Y congratulations to James 
‘Buster’ Douglas for winning 
the world boxing title. By beating 
Tyson, he has proved that a man 
can reach the top if he is strong 
and determined. 

He has sIbo proved that no one is 
invincible, even Mike Tyson. 

The interview with Muhammad 
Ali by Rahul Chandawarkar was 
very good. 

FARHATKHAN, 

Calcutta. 

| Hadlee The Great 

! ‘TZ - 

! UY heartiest congratulations to 
! lURichard Hadlee for getting 
| 400 wickets in Test cricket. And 
! the way that he is going, he can 
| reach 500 Test wickets. He plays 
| his game with utter 
i concentration and dedication, by 
j feeling that ‘every ball is a 
| challenge irrespective of whom I 
am bowling to’. This has resulted 
I in this extraordinary 
j achievement. 

j All praise to him and 1 dearly 
I wish that the next man to break 
j the barrier should be Kapil Dev. 

I RAVI PRASAD. 

: Mangalore. 

i _ 

| Thanhs a million 

j WHANKS a million for 
Jl publishing such a superb 
article on Richard Hadlee. 

C Sportsworld . 14th Feb). I am one 
of those young cricketers who has 
really been inspired by the 
exploits of Richard Hadlee, 
especially the motivation list of 
this great bowler. 

Thanks for this out of this world 
article. 

KAUSHIK MAJUMDAR, 

Calcutta. 


No more Ali _ 

VVtHE 14th Feb issue of 
Jl Sportaworld was very good 
except for the interview with 
Muhammad Ali. It wasn’t that the 
interview was bad but we have 


read too much about Muhammad 
Ali. You have carried articles on 
him quite a few times and thus it 
was quite irrelevant this time. 
Especially stories like him 
throwing the gold medal into the 
river. 

SANJAY GEHLOT. 

Lucknow. 


Interesting 


Thanks 


WHANKS very much for the free 
Jl poster of Steffi Oraf with the 
Australian Open Trophy. Even the 
photo feature of the Australian 
Open was marvellous. The one 
drawback was that an interview 
with Steffi Graf should have been 
published also. Congratulations 
also to Leander Pass for his 
superb performance at the Open. 
SUBRATSAMAL, 

Burla, 

Orissa. 


The Q uern 

M Y congratulations to Steffi 
Graf for winning the 
Australian Open title. She is the 
queen of women's tennis. I wish 
her all the luck in the future The 
free poster of Careca was very 
good. 

ASHISH, 

New Delhi. 


Sportsworld 

Th* following information is published in 
oontpMancs with Rula 6 of the Registration of 
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R OHIT BRUNATH’s report on 
the Australian Open was really 
interesting to read. Especially his 
report on McEnroe’s default. It 
was almost like being there 
myself. Boris Becker’s interview 
was extremely perceptive and 
interesting. But if Becker quits 
now, it will be a foolish act. 

P. THANOA KUBERAN, 
Tuticorin. 

Tamil Nadu. 

BovelanderThe King MNMMI 

T HE World Cup hockey 

championships is over and it 
j marks the rise of Bovelander. 
Singlehanded ly he has taken 
Holland to a superb win. I foresee 
him as another Dhyan Chand. Of 
course, along with his penalty 
corner conversion skills, if he 
develops a dribbling fluency, 
there will be no stopping him. 
H1TENDRA SHARMA. 

Jalandhar. 


Absorbing 


TiHE cover story on Wasim 
* Akram was very interesting 
and absorbing. ( Sportsworld . 10 
Jan). Akram has performed 
magnificently against Australia 
and there is no doubt that he has 
the makings of a great bowler in 
him. | 

M.N.BAIO. 

Azamgarh. j 

O N behalf of scores of cricket 
enthusiasts, I would like to 
congratulate Richard Hadlee for j 

becoming the first bowler to take 
400 Test wickets. For the past one j 

year, I have become a regular j 

reader of Sportaworld because of 
its superb coverage of national 
and international events. 
VARUNVOHRA, ! 

Calcutta. \ 


Corrigendum 

The photo on Page 20 of the issue 
dated 28th Feb is of M.P. Singh 
and not ofPargat Singh as 
mentioned. The error is regretted. 
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before the season's 
first race, FISA the 
sports governing 
body, changed their 
minds and issued him 
with a super-lioence 
Senna had earlier 
been replaced by 
Jonathan Palmer m 
the Honda Marlboro 
team 

Jean Mane Balestre, 
president of FISA also 
lilted the six-months 
suspended driving 
ban hanging on 
Senna Attaboy 
Senna* 


BROAD RANGING PROBLEMS 

C HRIS Broad's problems have already 
begun, even before the opener has come 
back from South Africa 
Leicestershire have decided not to sign 
Broad as a replacement for David Gower, who 
has lelt, because of tears of a public backlash 
Mike Turner, chief executive of 
Leicestershire confirmed this decision of not 
approaching Broad and he also had the 
backing of Bobby Simpson, Leicestershire s 
new team manager 


I* *'' v 


A yrton senna, it 
seems, is as 
stubborn as 
nails The Brazilian 
ace almost sacrificed 
his career on a matter 
of principle but 
Ayrton Senna races 
on despite another 
Formula One fiasoo 
The Tarmac 
Scotcher was banned 
when he refused to 
retract a statement 
that last year’s 
championship was 
manipulated in 
favour of Alain Proet 
Then just 90 minutes 
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DAVIS’ ‘SNOOKER’ EGO 

S teve Davis, one of snooker’s living legends 
is looking terribly mortal He is going 
through problems, problems of regaining 
lost form, as is so clearly apparent with his 
string of successive defeats 
The world champion s iron clad resistance 
seems to have softened and he has beoome 
increasingly open to the sucker punch His 6-2 
mauling at the hands of John Parrott m the 
Benson and Hedges Masters was an example 
What's more Davis has beoome a bad loser, 
tantrums et al 

Like Parrott summed it up, “It was a real 
dent to Davis's snooker ego, he is going to have 
to he just another Joe Soap now and go back to 
the drawing board " 
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T HE English team 
have gone to do 
battle, just like m 
the days of old The 
‘varlets’ in this case 
seem to be the giants 
from the Canbbeans 
Men of awesome 
strength, speed and 
power These are the 
only weapons in their 
armoury The 
English on the other 
hand are not taking 
their battlegear as 
lightly as the West 
Indians 

The warrior m the 
picture is Allan 
Iamb, the English 
vice-captain He too 
presents an awesome 
picture, one that you 
have probably never 
seen before Lamb in 
full battledress And 
hesayB “At my age, I 
don t fancy having 
my good looks 
re-arranged, hence 
the battlegear ” 

It s good to know 
that the English are 
not pretending that 
life here is easy m the 
‘fast'lane As for 
Lamb, he presents a 
pretty picture 




,*? 


* -I; 


V 


(<' 


*uP. 




Lamb's battledress breakdown 


Lilli T —1 kJ 


SWANSONG? 


V|UMOURSare 
■v onoe again doing 
■I fchH lw iinria that. 
the cricketing 
world’s sex 
symbol Pakistani 
cncket captain Imran 
Khan is thinking of 
retiring 
Touring Down 
Under, the otherwise 
eloquent Khan is not 
letting on as to 
whether the Sydney 
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Test will be his last or 
not Onoe already he 
has been persuaded 
out of retirement, 

more or lees by 

presidential decree 
than by anything 
else Whenhemakes 
up hie mind again, 
nothing can change 
it People on the other 
hand, feel he’ll play, 
but refuse to bet an it 


Imran Khan: 
Is It the last 
hurrah? 
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DON KING: * 



Professor of 
Trickeration- 
Only In Boxing 


- VER since 

Don King 
arrived in 
boxing, he 
has wisely 

_projected 

style instead of 
substance Mostly hair 
style and life-style His 
coiffure appears to have 
been designed by a 
blown fuse 

His schedule features 
tuxedos for breakfast, 
limousines for lunch 
and unsuspecting 
negotiators for dinner 
Then there’6 his word 
style He hides behind 
the laughs that his 
vocabulary creates 
“That man,' the 
promoter has said about 
many of his enemies, “is 
a master of 
tnckeration ” 

If others are masters 
of tnckeration. Don 
King is its professor 
Through the years. 


especially since he 
hypnotised Mike Tyson, 
boxing jxjople have 
always whispered about 
the promoter’s 
tnckeration 

In the past we worked 
cleverly and carefully m 
the shadows as Tyson's 
“advisor' But he’s 
suddenly centrestage 
for all the boxing public 
to see 

After both the World 
Boxing Council and the 
World Boxing 
Association had put the 
heavyweight title on 
hold despite James 
(Buster) Douglas's 
lOth-round knockout of 
Tyson in Tokyo. King's 
influence with those 
politicians was put up 
for inspection, if not 
investigation 

Now that the WBC and 
the WBA have upheld 
Douglas’s victory 
despite the referee’s long 


count during Douglas's 
eighth round 
knockdown. King might 
slither back into the 
shadows 
But if both the 
organisations had 
bowed to King's protest 
and declared the Tokyo 
bout' no contest" or, 
worse, overturned it m 
Tyson's favour, the 
public would have 
realised that King 
controls boxing, not the 
alphabet soup chefs of 
the WBC and the WBA 
King himself now 
says he never protested 
the decision, just 
pointed out the 
controversial long count 
and asked for a rematch 
Ever since Can and 
Abel threw boxing's first 
punches, the big money 
m the not-so-8 weet 
science has always been 
quietly controlled by the 
promoters of the most 


popular champions, 
usually the heavyweight 
champion 

In other eras. Tex 
Rickard controlled 
boxing when Jack 
Dempsey was the 
heavyweight champion, 
Mike Jacobs did when 
Joe Louis reigned, Jim 
Norris and the 
International Boxing 
Club did when Rockey 
Marciano held the title 
As soon as 

Muhammad All, tnen 
known as Cassius C’la; 
dethroned Sonny Liston, 
sevei&l promoters 
fought ovei him King 
eventually eme^g'^d as 
All's promoter 

When the torch was 
passed to Lari y Holmes, 
King held it Not long 
after Tyson emerged, 
Kmg waited until the 
death of Tyson s 
co manager, Jimmy 
Jacobs, before 
separating Tyson from 
Jacobs's partner. Bill 
Cayton, now Tyson’s 
estranged manager 
In trumpeting his 
triumphs. King likes to 
say, “Only in America ” 
No, only in boxing No 
other sport is so easy to 
manipulate 
In baseball, pro 
football, basketball, 
hockey and just about 
every other sport, a 
champion is d< termined 
by a strict playoff or 
tournament structure 


No, only in boxing. No oth 








But except for an 
occasional mandatory 
defense against the 
top-ranked challenger, a 
boxing champion’s 
schedule is determined 
by how much the bout 
will earn, not by a 
fighter’s having earned 
a title shot. 

“Boxing is capitalism 
at its best and its worst,” 
Seth Abraham, the 
Home Box Office senior 
vice-president who 
negotiates its boxing 
deals, said. “The golden 
rule of boxing is. he who 
has the gold rules." 

He who has the 
heavyweight champion 
usually has the gold. 
And the influence. To 
protect that influence. 
King is known to insert 
clauses in a title bout 
contract allowing him to 
approve the referee. 

According to Eddie 
Fetch, then Joe Frazier’s 
manager, a referee 
clause was in King s 
contract for the “Tlirilla 
in Manila" with Ali 
before Fu tch had King 
delete it 

Even so. King brought 
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But if both the 
organisations 
had bowed to 
King’s protest 
and declared the 
Tokyo bout ‘no 
contest’ or, 
worse, over¬ 
turned it in 
Tyson’s favour, 
the public would 
have realised 
that King con¬ 
trols boxing, not 
the alphabet 
soup chefs of the 
WBCand the 
WBA 


Larry Holmas take* on 
the might of Mike Tyson 


three referees, two 
Americans and an 
Englishman, to Manila 
In the debate with 
Filipino officials, Futch 
argued for a Filipino 
referee, who turned out 
to be Carlos Padialla. 

In the controversy 
over the Douglas-Tyson 
fight, one question is: 
Did King approve the 
referee.if not select him? 

King’s loud 
complaints over 
Douglas's long count 



quickly persuaded the 
Mexican referee, Octavio 
Meyran Sanchez, to 
acknowledge his 
mistake in not shouting 
the count in sync with 
that of the knockdown 
timekeeper. 

Another question: Did 
King influence the 
selection of the two 
Japanese judges to 
protect Tyson against a 
close decision? One had 
Tyson ahead on points 
after nine rounds, the 


other had scored the 
fight even. 

If King had succeeded 
in swaying the boxing 
bosses into depriving 
Douglas of the title the 
89-year-old 

heavyweight earned, he 
might have inspired a 
public outcry to abolish 
boxing. Not for what 
happens inside the ring, 
but for what happens 
outside it. 

Dove Anderson 

Courtesy New York Times 


iort is so easy to manipulate 
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per brown belt) to gam structmg powers, 1 feel 
the status of being an in it is better that people 

structor, the first year spend at least three 
| getting you the rank of years perfecting their , 
Junior Instructor while own techniques and atti- 
the second is used for ex- tude before they try and | 
penence and the final teach others That way, I 
year for the final in- feel, there is going to be 

structors' examination some standard main¬ 
land promotion to black tamed unlike other 
belt)—there were theory cases where misin 
and practical classes formed and under- { 
which culminated m | qualified people break 
tests for all the 3rd yeai ' away from their class 
participants i and set up a Bchool of 

I Having been their own 

appointed as the In this regard I also 
representative of felt it was important to i 
1 Kyokushinkai kan ka i educate these would-be 


rate in India with the 
, power to award black 
, belts and award m- 


mstructors about the 
basics of first-aid and 
medical science There- 
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Mohammed Ant (De»W)—Stack belt 
6 Jobati Kumar (Kerala)—-Awarded black toett 
CH Abdul Rashid <Kerals)—Awarded Week be* 

B.K Smgh (Kanpur)—Awarded black belt 
K.H. Prtfskumar (Msntpu)—Aiwerded War* belt 
LatifC.U. (Cwmanow)-~A^^ 
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fore, it was very kind of 
Dr Tapan Mukherjee to 
spare some time from 
his busy schedule to 
come and take a medical 
class where all the stu¬ 
dents oould satisfy their 
queneB about injuries 
and other physical prob¬ 
lems 


Jotlsh Kumar 
demonstrates a flying 
kick 

All in all, it was a very 
satisfactory camp with 
all the participants c hip¬ 
ping in with enthusiasm 
and vigour 
By SMvali Ganguly 
Kyokushinkai-karate 
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Arms And 
The Man 

C ARRYING on I position in front of you 
with the arm This exercise works the 
blastin g shoulder joints getting 

techniques we d them Htmng and 


C ARRYING on 
with the arm 
blasting 
techniques we d 
started on last week 
let’s move onto some of 
the more dedicated ones 
now After all, if we re 
going to wow those folks 
out there with rolled-up 
sleeves, then just 
push ups aren’t gonna 
do' 

To start off with let’s 
get all fired up by doing 
some dumbbell flyes 
Stand with a lO-pound 
dumbbell (don’t get too 
ambitious) in each hand, 
stomach sucked in 
Holding both dumbbells 
out in front of you, 
swing them out to the 
side while keeping the 
arms extended fully 
When you’ve reached the 
full extent of your 
shoulder extension, 
bring the dumbbells 
back to the starting 


position in front of you 
This exercise works the 
shoulder joints getting 
them strong and 
muscular to complement 
your arms 

Now let’s hone the 
triceps into peak 
condition Lying on a 
bench with your head 
just off the edge, feet 
firmly planted on either 
side for stability holds 
barbell up above your 
head with arms totally 
extended Keeping your 
elbows in place and close 
together, lower the 
barbell towards the top 
of your head and lift , 

back up till your arms j 
are fully extended 
again If done 
correctly—where only 
the forearms are 
involved in the 
movement -the entire 
pressure is concentrated 
on the tnceps. nuking 









them grow and match 
the biceps which benefit 
from most of the other 
arm blasters 
Bench presses are 
always good for the 
arms too Though they 
are basically total upper 
body builders, bench 
presses also put your 
arms through the 
grinder when they lift 
and lower the barbell Do 
them with the elbows 
flared out foi one set of 
reps and then with the 
elbows tucked in for the 
othei set That way i 

you'll be giving both the 
biceps and t nceps an j 

equal workout 
It s time now to 
concentrate a little on 
the* elbow downwards 
Most oi us get so carried 
away wi th bulging bicep j 
and rippling triceps that j 
snap to attention 
whenever you twist your 
wrist that our iorearms 
tend to get neglected 
And that s a shame 
bee auso powerful 
forearms that radiate 
streng th and power are as 
impressive as the best 
shaped upper arms 
To put pr iwer into I 

your forearms, hold a i 

barbell resting against 
your thighs, arms fully 
extended Then, 
working with the 
muBeles of the foi-earm, 
curl the wrist upwards 
as much as you can 
Clench the arm muscles 
at the top of the curl and 
slowly releaso the wnst 
to the relaxed position 
Repeat at least ten times, 
slowly working your 
way up to 20 reps 
Cmon, try these out 
and watch your arms 
bulge with power Like 
we’d said, if you’re 
going to brave the tough 
turf, you better be armed 
with some muscle 1 



A sthma *° *t°p you from 

or enjoying exercise. 
New studies lnflnoate that exercise is not only 
possible, but beneficial tor many asthmatics. 

The National Jewish Center tor Immunology 
and Respiratory Medicine in Denver conducted 
a study that found many asthmatic children 
were capable of participating in sports. Pre¬ 
viously, many of these children had been 
encouraged by doctors, coaches and parents to 
remain on the sidelines In addition to the 
usual benefits of exercise, many of the asthma¬ 
tics gained an improved self-image and a 
feeling of belonging 

If you have doubts about asthmatics partici¬ 
pating in sports, oonadder these facts. In the 
1084 Olympic Games, asthmatic Nancy Hogs¬ 
head won tour medals in swimming. The 1984 
US Olympic team included 68 athletes who 
suffer from asthma. Heptathlon (seven track 
and field events) gold medal winner Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee was one of 52 asthmatics on the 
1088 U.S Olympic team, of whan 16 won 
medals 

Warm-up exercises are o es ontial for im¬ 
proved performance by asthmatics. Proper 
warm-up leads to greater enduranoe and de¬ 
lays exercise-induced asthma. 

In fact, whether you are asthmatic or not, it 
is best to warm up before exercising You’ll 
want to include movements that are large and 
rhythmical, such as the exercise described 
here. 

—Stand with your tost wide apart, legs Slight¬ 
ly turned out. Kart with both arms out to 
your sides. * * 

—Bend knees slightly into a pile (a movement 
in which the knees are bent outward, with the 
back held straight), while circling your right 
arm overhead. 

—Straighten your knees while your right arm 
oomptotes the circle downward and finishes 
back out to your side 

—Repeat the pile while circling the toft arm. 
—Alternate sets about 15 times and combine 
with other large, gentle movements tor a 
warm-up of about five minutes. 

If you have been refraining from exercise 
because of asthma or other health co nc er n s, 
check with your doctor or with a olinio or 
hospital that spedaliaes in your ailment. You 
may find that new research indicates moderate 
exercise is now recommended. 










MADRAS 


Bulk sports ami 

i .. ■ —. -- . - ..— 

I NTERNATIONAL master V 
Ravik umar won the inaugural 
| Banks Sports Board (Southern re¬ 
gion) chess tournament organised 
1 by Indian Bank in the city recent- 
I ly Ravik umar, representing Un- 
1 ion Bank,finished with six points 
in the seven round contest 
] T S Ravi of Indian Bank also 
| finished with six points but Ravi- 
kumai had a superior progressive 
j score and was adjudged first Ravi 
| was placed second and his Indian 
| Bank colleague K V Shantharam 
I with 5 5 points was third Two 
1 other players. International Mas- 
| ter D V Prasad of Union Bank of 
India and M Sureeh of Reserve 
' Bank who also had 5 5 points 
| were placed fourth and fifth 
' After the earlv rounds were 
i over. International Masters Kavi- 
| kumar and Manuel Aaron along 





V. Ravikumar: the champion 

with K V Shantlmram and P N 
Chellappa of Reserve Bank shared 
the lead midway through Shan¬ 
tharam w'th a victory over Aaron 
(Indian Bank) in the fifth round 
took over the lead which he main 
tamed at the end of the penulti 
mate round But a late surge by 
Ravikumar including lus deleat of 
Shantharam in the final round 
saw him emerge triumphant 
The team championship in 


BOMBAY 


Players Felicitated 


Indian Oil Corporation faticftatod two of their employees who won the 
men’s and women’s titles at the National Table Tennis Championships 
held at Calicut racentty. Picture shows Sujoy Ghorpade and Nlyatl Roy 
with B.K. Bakhshl, Director (Marketing) and Subodh Mlttal.Qeneral 
Manager (Personnel) 
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corpoi a ted within this individual 
competition was won by Indian 
Bank who finished with 16 points 
Union Bank and Reserve Bank 
tied for second place with 15 
points each The team score of a 
bank was arrived at by adding the 
three beet scores of its four play¬ 
ers m the tournament Three In¬ 
ternational Masters and four 
FIDE-rated players were among 
the 24 participants The standard 
then was predictably quite high 
though there were some lop sided 
matches 

The fastest win was recorded by 
M Suresh of Reserve Bank over K 
Manoj Kumar of Dpnd Bank This 
opening round lasted just seven 
moves 


National VoDeytuIl 
for tin Deaf 


T IIE All India Sports Council ol 
the deaf is helping the hand¬ 
icapped to figure in sports even at 
the National Level And the fifth 
National Volleyball Championshu 
of theDeal held undei theauspni s 
of the Tamil Nadu Spoits Council 
for t he Deaf was one sue h event 
Tlu lour day meel held in the 
city last montti (Eebruai \) pro 
vided much interesting tare and 
went a long way to prove that P 

given the opportunities, the deaf 
can rise above their handicap 
Not unexpectedly Kerala cor¬ 
nered most of the glory in the 
meet winning four of the six titles 
up for grabs Tamil Nadu claimed 
the remaining 1 wo titles 
Kerala have been winning the 
men's title ever since its inception 
m 1981 And they made it five m a 
row when they defeated Karnata¬ 
ka 15-12 15-6 15 12m the final 
The scores do not tell the full tale 
of the match for it was an absorb¬ 
ing tussle In the mam it was a 
contest between the all round effi 
ciency of Kerala and the Indi¬ 
vidual brilliance of Karnataka 
skipper T V Manohar who in¬ 
cidentally has played for hts State 
m the regular nationals 
Kerala also retained tilt 
women's title Only four States 
took part in the event as compared 
to ten m the men's section Kerala 
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won all three league games to § 

finish with six points Gujarat 9 

with four points were runners up | 

The other titles claimed by Kara- § 
la were the junior girls and sub 
junior girls They retained the 
former title while the latter event 
was being held for the first time 

Tamil Nadu retained the junior 
boys title and won the sub junior 
boys crown This was also an 
event that was introduced this 
year In the former event, Tamil 
Nadu comprising entirely off boys 
from the champion school for the 
handicapped m the city, the St 
Louis Institute, beat back a strong 
challenge from Kerala 15-7,9-15, 
15-10,15-9 to retain the title 

While Tamil Nadu took third , 

place m the mpn s evpnt beating p 
Maharashtra 15-11 15-7,10-14 j 
Andhra took the third place m the 
jumoi boys section with an easy 
15-8 15-12 15-9 victory over Kar- 1 

nataka 

Ten states Andhra Kerala 
Tamil Nadu Orissa Gujarat 
Assam, Mahaiashtia Uttai 
Pradesh Bihai and Karuataka- 
took part m the championship 

Partab Ram chat id t 



bter-scbooi 

badminton 

S ILIGURI Nil Nahm High School 
stunned quite a few at the Lake 
Club courts when they won the 
boys' title in the first all-Bengal 
Inter-school badminton 
championships In the All-Siligun 
final. Nil Nahm beat Hindi High 
School cy the odd match m three 
Xavier's English School. 
Konnagar defeated Carmel High 
School to clinch the girls' trophy 
named after international 
badminton star Madhumita Bisht 
It was a successful 
championship jointly organised 
by the South Calcutta District 
Association and Lake Club Even 
though players from Calcutta 
formed the bulk of the 
participants in the meet, quite a 
few district schools entered the 
fray 


The champions: Siiiguri Nil Nallnl High School 


In the boys’ final. Tapas Biswas 
gave Nil Nahm a head start 
defeating Parvans Singh 15 3 
15-12 in the opening singles The 
doubles too went Nil Nalim’s way 
but not before Hindi High 
School gave a stiff tight Finally, 
Biswas and Sanjoy Bamk won the 
doubles4 15, IB-17, 15-13 
In the girls' section it was an 
one-sided affair MousumiNandy 
of Xavier's School, defeated 
Gautami Mazumdar of Carmel 
School 11 -0,11-0 Then she paired 
with Sujaya Mukherjee to swamp 
the Carmel duo 15-0,15-1 
MahuaKunduofSt John’s 
Diocesan was named the best 
player oi the tournament The 
Fair Play Award went to Jadavpur 
Vidyapith 


b Athletics 
Meet 


fltHE first inter governmental 
* college athletics meet was held 
at the SAI-Netaji Subhas centre at 
Salt Lake with 16 oolleges from 


all over the State participating in 
the two-day championships 
ABN Seal College of Coocb 
Behar proved to be the champion 
team although they did have to 
share the overall title with 
Durgapur Government College 
Pradip Rarkar of Cooch Behar 
College won the individual title in 
the men's section, while Swapna 
Roy of the same college won the 
women’s title ABN Seal won the 
women's title easily 
Here are some ol the results 
Men 

100m ParthaProtim Ghosh 
200m Dcbabrata Das 
Discuss Throw Pradip Saikar 
Women 

loom Subabrata Dewan 
anom Swapna Roy 


R ANI SONTl clinched the Taj 
Trophy goli championship toi 
women at the Tollygunge Club 
course It was glorious golfing by 
the chubby Ms Sonti who had 
taken a sizeable lead at the end ol 





the first day of the three-day meet. 

The gulf had widened to five - 
strokes at the end of day two. And, 
by the final day, she carded six 
under par to win the title. S. 

Rawla brought in a one under par 
to take the second spot. Asha 
Khurana, a well-known name in 
the city’s ladies golfing’ circles, 
finished third, five shots adrift of 
Rawla. 


Cl .1 AKA I 



VI1HE Gujarat State open tennis 
A championships concluded 
recently at the Ulhas Gymkhana 
in the township of Atul. More than 
hundred players took part 
including Enrico Piperno. 
Narendranath and the brat pack 
of Vishal Nayar, Asif Ismail and 
Benush Venugopal. 

The message at the end of the 
tournament was clear: Experience 
counts; Brilliance without 
consistency does not. And thus, it 
was clearly Enrico Piperno’s 
tournament. 

He won the finals against 
Narendranath, 6-3,6-4. 

In the doubles final, Piperno 
teaming up with Mahesh 
Koregaonkar of Pune easily 
defeated Asif Ismal and Vijay 
Venkatesh of Madras, 6-1,6-2. 

Earlier in the semi-finals, 
Piperno had defeated Benush 
Venugopal 6-2,6-3 while 
Narendranath defeated Vishal 
Nayar, 6-2, 5-7,6-2. 

In the women’s section, in the 
absence of any real competition, 
Falguni Parsuna of Ahmedabad 
beat Sujatha Tasildar of Calcutta, 
6-1,6-3 while in the under 18 
finals, she defeated Saloni Parikh 
of Bombay 4-6,7-6, 7-6. 

Some of the other results were 
as follows: 

Boys Under 18: Altaf Merchant 
defeated Ranjit Salvi 6-3,6-1. 

Boys Under 18 (Doubles): Altaf 
Merchant and Sachin Kirtane 
defeated Apoorva Jog and Ranjit 
Salvi, 6-3, 3-6,6-3. 

Srintvas Vijay 



Enrico Plpomo: victorious once 

again 



B IHAR won the All-India Postal 
team’s trophy for the fifth 
consecutive year beating Tamil 
Nadu 3-0 at the Post & Telegraph 
Recreation Hall. Patna. 

Bihar's Suraj Prakash Sinha 
won the individual men's title for 


the second consecutive year when, ] 
in a keenly contested fi nal, he beat j 
A. Rajendran of Karnataka. ' 

15-10,15-8. 

The women's singles title went 
to T. Parmar of Gujarat when P. 

K. Khaklho oi Madhya Pradesh > 
conceded the match in the second -j 
game after hurting her knee. I 
Parmar had won the first game. 
12 - 10 . 

However, the main even- jf the 
evening turned out to be the men's 
singles final between local hero 
Suraj Prakash and A. Rajendran. 
Both players played fierce and 
competitive badminton, with drop 










shots long rallies and searing 
smashes Suraj won the first game 
at 15 10 However m the second 
game for a while it seemed that 
Rajendran had the measure of 
Prakash who fumbled several 
tunes but it was Suraj who 
ultimately pi evailed The score 
read 15 8 in his favour 
Some ot the other results were 
Men s doubles Malay Chatter jee 
and Vibhuti Mohan Mishra 
(Bihar) 

Women s doubles Mis Biunda 
and Mrs Vagdevi (Kat nataka) 
Mixed doubles A Rajendran and 
Mi s Brunda (Karnataka > 

Veterans singles K P fiupta 
(Uttar Piadesh) 

Vetc rons doubles Anthony 
Muscat nas and S S Raman 
(Karnataka) 

A run Kumar Thakur 


CALCUTTA 


etey-comtTamls 


fllHE second Calcutta 
Jl International School clay-court 
tennis championship was held in 
the South Club undei the 
supervision of the pro tennis 
coach Mr Anwar All recently 
In the senior boy s section Avik 
Sarkar overcame Andre Barbosa 
in a gruelling two-hour slanging 
final 7-6(7 5) 7-5 In the senior 
girl’s finals Nina Paul edged past 
a tiring Vaishali Ganguli 7 5 7-8 
In the beginners group for boys 
Soupama Roy dropped a game to 
Bartek Piecuch while in the gn Is 
the score was ldoutical as 
Sandnne Martin overcame a 
spirited challenge from Christine 
Jarmar 
Shush Kucher 


MADRAS 


gHaagMwt 


fllHE Don Bosco Athletic Club m 
Jl Madras recently held the club s 
annual kiddies meet which is one 
ol the leading events for jumoi & 
This programme has gi own 
steadily over the last two decades 



CALCUTTA 


Awards for Flayers 


ThPftmiCtt<TaMp Turtn'a Association (■NBttatsdtfcs starts Dtsvsrator 
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StancBng; flPfow Mt): A Dp^D^Pradip Paul, Arfun Octfta, Pmth* 


and this year & meet atti acted 
about 1000 entries from 32 
schools 

The 1990 c hampionship was the 
20th of a senes but the format was 
redesigned last yeai to bring in a 
wider age gi oupmg and 
conventional athletic events Thus 
what was once promoted as a 
kiddies meet has now become a 
full fledged jumoi track and field 
event Indeed tiny tots irom this 
meet havesgMApa to achieve 
greater tnMgpeUch as 
representing the State and 
re-writing records at a higher 
level 

The two day meet saw keen 
competition from the age groups 
of* 9 11 and 13 And a more 
encouraging lac tor was that the 
meet was sponsored by MRF The 


Madias based tyre company is one 
ot the leading promoters of sport 
in the countrv but the v have 
generally sponsored international 
events It was gi atifving to note 
that they played beuelac tor s to a 
grass i oots lev el meet 

Tlie It vel ot c ompetition was so 
high that as many as 25 i ecords 
wei e ci cated in their respective 
age groups Boys(13)yeais A 
Ganesh Kumar (21 points) Boys 
( 11 ) V Rakesh (8 points) Boys (9) 
JenkinRuzo (7 points) Boys (7) V 
Arjun (10 points) Girls (13) 
Josephine Ramya (17 points) 

Girls 11 Anjali Ram das < 6 points) 
Girls (9) Giselle Igayami (13 
points) Girls (7) OShalmifS 
points) 

Partab Ramchand 
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QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 What is' Russian pool 7 

2 Who is the first West Indies player 
to score a century in a one-day 
international' 7 

3 What does the abbreviation 
‘I A S M stand for'' 

A “QRP is an abbreviation tor the 
name of a White Pawn in Chess 
Which is it 7 

5 An American professional golfer 
was nicknamed The Haig’ Who’ 7 

6 ‘Pickle Is a spot slang What does 
it mean? 

1 7 With what sport is Serbing Grand 
Prix of Endurance associated? 

1 8 Who was the black American 
boxer to have held the world 
light-heavyweight title for ten 
years? 

9 Which sport is integral to the 
theme of the movie Blood and 

, Sand? 

10 Which game has been described 
as ‘Volleyball played with feet and 
other parts of the body, except the 

I hands ? 

ANSWERS 

1 An off-shoot game of billiards 

, 2 Roy Fredericks at the Oval in 
September 1973 

3 Indian Association of Sport 
Medicine 

4 Queen Rook Pawn 

5 Walter Hagen 

I 6 Baseball rundown 

7 Motor Sport 

1 8 Archie Moore He held the title from 
1952 to 1962 

9 Bullfighting 

10 Sepak 7 akraw or Sepak Raga 


I CHESS 

l«u»kcr Capablanca and 
Alekhine successively held the 
I woi Id title Yet the great Akiba 
| Rubinstein beat all of them in 
I their first encounters The game 
| wit h Lasker is justly famous, 

' while the game with Alekhine is 
| frankly, boring Here is the game 
i with Capablanca 
I White Rubinstein Vs Black 
Capablanca. Tarraseh Defence 
191 1 

1 d4 d5 2 Nf3 c5 3 c-4 e 6 4 cd5 
ed5 5 Nc3 Nc 6 6 g3 Be 6 7 Bg2 Be7 
BOO Ho 9 dc5 Hxrfi 10 Ng5' Nf 6 


11 Nxe 6 fe 6 12 Bh3 Qe7 13 Bg5 
0-0 To delay castling in this man¬ 
ner is risky and now white wins a 
pawn with a very well calculated 
sequence 

14 BxfSQxfB 15 Nxd5' QhB' 
Taking the pieoe would obviously 
lose Less obvious is 15—Bxf2+ 18 
Kg 2 Qh 6 17 Nf4' Black finds the 
best move 18 Kg 2 Rcd 8 (see 
Diagram) It looks like black 
should win but—17 Qcl 11 ed5 This 
move Rubinstein had seen on is 
10th< Black is forced into a lost 
endgame where he still has signi¬ 
ficant counterplay 

18 Qxc5 Qd2 19 Qb5* Nd4 20 
Qd3 Qxd3 21 ed3 RfeB 22 Bg4 
Rd6-23 Rfel Rxel 24 Rxel Rb 6 ' 
Passive defence by 25 b3 Ra 8 or 25 
Rbl will not win now so white 
must activate his pieoes 

25 Re5' Rxb2 26 Rxd5 Nc 0 27 
Bee- 4 - Kf 8 28 RfS-f Ke 8 29 Bf7+ 
Kd7 30 Bc4 a 8 31 Rf7+ Kd 6 32 
Rxg7 b5 33 Bg 8 a5 34 Rxh7 a4 35 
h4 b4 36 RI 18 + Kc5 37 Rh5+ Kb 6 
38 Bd5? This is a hiccup 38 Bc4 
b3 39 Rb5+ Kc7 40 Bxb3' wins 
easily 

38—b3 9 Unbelievably Capa mis 
ses 38 - Rxa2' When 39 Bxa 2 b3 
wins while Bc 4 Rc2 leaves black 
with strong passers 

39 ab3 a3 Bxc 6 Rxb3 Fortu¬ 
nately 40— a 2 41 Rb5 + Ka 8 42 
Rb 8 ' stops the pawn 41 BdS a2 42 
Rh 8 +(l- 0 ) The Cuban resigns 
because white can always station 
his rook behind the passed pawn 
Devangaku Datta 



BRIDGE 

One of the world's leading 
players during the last decade has 
been Michel Perron He has been a 


menibt r of the French team that 
won two world team titles during 
the early Eighties and still is one 
of the strongest forces m the 
bridge world Here he is seen m 
action in a European pairs which 
he won m partnership with his 
equally brilliant country-mate 
Paul Chemla - - 


Both mil 

NORTH (dummy) 

4 3 

A 0 J 8 « 2 

<" 6 3 
4 K J 9 5 

■AST 
• 14 

C 7 3 

<> A Q 10 7 S « 2 

4 A a 

SOUTH 1 

4KQJ 10 962 I 

10 5 
K 

4 10 6 3 | 

The auction was identical at all 1 
tables with Souta buying the hand 
m four spades after East had 
overcalled two diamonds over 
North's ont heart opening The 
play also started identu ally with 
East win nmg the opening i 

diamond lead with the ace, | 

cashing the club ace and j 

continuing with a second club to 
East s queen and dummy s> king j 
Now there came a parting of ways 

Most Souths following the ! 

general principle of trying to j 

remove the outstanding trumps as 
soon as possible when a ruff ! 

threatens, played a trump from | 

dummy at trick four West won 1 
and gave partner a club ruff to set > 
the contract 

In contrast. Pen on apparently 
had not heard of such principles 
and was m no hurry to touch 
trumps' At trick four he ruffed 
bac k a diamond to hand to first 
finesse the hearts, leading the ten 
and passing it A second heart to 
tfce jack followed and then Perron 
tmed to cash the heart ace It 
would not help East not to ruff for 
then declarer can throw away his 
last club before playing trumps, 
so he ruffed South over-mffed in , 
hand and at last playing a high 
trump from hand West a on 
immediately but by now East had 
run out of trumps and could no 
longer get a ruff 
luti wi QHom 


DMlar North 


WIST 

4 A 7 S 
Z K 9 1 
VJII 
4 0 7 4 2 
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South Africa Dese 



Rob Hughes examines how football hM become an 
effective catalyst in the racial chemistry in South Africa 


t is more than coincidental that Nelson Mandela returned to his 
people in a soccer stadium Practically speaking. Soccer City a new $17 
million stadium situated between Soweto and Johannesburg was chosen so 
that 85,000 people could see him 

But it is not merely the size and convenience of the building that made it 
suitable for Mandela's spiritual homecoming By such shallow logic we 
would have to always equate Santiago Stadium with the torture and 
slaughter of Chilean dissidents years ago 
No, soccer, i would suggest, has earned the right to he a catalyst toward a 
greater racial tolerance m South Africa 
The sport long ago befriended apar theid a disenfranchised majority It 
grew from the ground up to embrace integration m measures that wort* until 
now a punishable offense 

Keep sport out of politics 9 You may as well keep blood out of veins' 

This writer detests those who, like the English cm koteis about to be s„nt 
packing from South Africa, sell then conscience toi Kr ugei i ai ds The 
succor they give to sport laid on for racism’s apologists is unforg'vable 
But soccer has its champions of conscience, notably in this instant e Ruud 
Gullit A Dutchman of Surinamese extraction Gullit deliberately chose a 
hairstyle of flowing dreadlocks that dance as he works his magic on the field 
He is proud, not asliamed. of what he is And with equal smeenty he us>ed 
his fame to campaign for the release of Mandela and the end of 
discrimination 

Maybe the time is coming when FIFA, the mtoi national sort er authoi it \ 
should take the initiative to mvite South Africa & i explication into its 
166-nation family 

Soccer there is predominantly black, lest we foi get so is the Deputation 
But the blacks do not exclude anyone 
In the Soccer City stadium some months ago South Afi ita s I< A Cup final 
was played between two Soweto teams Kaiser Chiefs and Moroka Swallows 
And while in normal society it is abhor lent to count the colours of men s 
skins, this time it is pertinent tliat Kaiser fielded eight blai ks and tliree 
whites against Moroka’s seven blacks 
My view is that sports sanctions were humane and cor i ot while South 
Africa uniquely wr oto racial disci limitation into itfe spoi ting constitution 
The day that changes, we should no more isolate South Ainca than many 
other nations whose regimes we dislike 
Integrated soccci m all its beauty has never been bettei exhibited than 
among Brazilians 

The game cannot feed or c lothe or educate the poor but it can it does 
promote equality beneath the skin 

Almost to the day that President de Klerk opened his mouth on freedom m 
South Africa, one of Brazil's adored sons played his final ga me before 
100,000 fans m Rio de Janeiro 

I refer to Zico, the man they called the white Pele It was m no sense a 
derogatory term, indeed it was a millstone never quite lifted from Zico 


A Dutchman of Surinamese extraction, Gullit 
deliberately chose a hairstyle of flowing dreadlocks 
that dance as he works his magic on the fiekl...Ho is 
proud, not ashamed, of what he is 
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TOMMY HINDItV 



es FIFA’s Notice 


There never could be another Pele. There will never be such freedom as he 
exploited an the field. But I confess, I am surprised at Zico's statistical 
excellence: 

Flayed 89 times for Brazil, 66 goals. 

Flayed 1.046 professional games, 729 goals. 

The statistics are second only to you-know-who. 

But a career is not worked out on a calculator. I will always remember 
meeting Zico (real name Artur Antunes Coimbra) 13 years ago on Dedo de 
Deus, the Finger of Qod mountain above Rio where Brazil trained. 

He was so frail, the eyes so wary, the pressure so evident. But as we spoke, 
someone shouted a warning, a ball travelling at great speed threatened to 
decapitate us. 

Zico leapt, his left foot raised above his head, and as he pulled the ball 
down, the sense of joy and of control in him blew away the stiffness. 

What struck me was the almost effortless grace of movement, Zico bettered 
that when, with balletic balance, he outwitted Italy’s Claudio Gentile during a 
World Cup match in 1982. 

A gliding body-swerve, followed by an instinctive back-heel from Zico put 
Socrates through for Brazil’s first goal in a breathtaking 3-3 draw in 
Barcelona. 

In the same afternoon, Gentile tore the shirt of Zico trying to hold back the 
eel. 1 wrote that I hoped Zico had offered the Italian the shredded cloth duri ng 
the sporting exchange of shirts at the final whistle. 

Years later, I learned that he i ndeed did. The shirt is a proud possession of 
Gianni Agnelli, who owns Juventus, the club Gentile played for. 

Also in Spain, Zico spoke for those who understand the true spirit of Sport. 
Reacting to a dreadfully cynical, deliberately goalless game between Austria 
and West Germany, Zico observed: 

“God should punish them for what they did”. 

Punishment comes in mysterious ways. I recall Zico missing a penalty that 
cost Brazil victory against France at the 1986 World Cup. Somehow it was 
Zico’s fate: the nearly man, nearly the white Pele, nearly as good as the talent 
within him. 
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OngWHae. Africa's 
Fboiballer of the Year to 
1964, east ting him He 
(ottgnrtentcaauito 
LMNgr.thiftaadt 
manager who got them 
the 1988 African 
championship 
Nepomniaachi, a 
former student and 
assistant of the Soviet 
manager Valeri 
Lobanoveky, did a grand 
job He found the right 
Hand Soviet speed, 
stamina end 
organisation allied to 
the natural skills and 
animal magnetism of 
the looee-hmbed black 
Africans He got them 
disciplined too, and 
infused tactical 
consciousness It 
worked wanders 
He has baaed this 


■MU*: Valeri NepomniascN 
CaMHt: Green shirts with yeHow collars, 
red shorts, yellow stockings/Yellow shirts, 
red shorts, green stockinas 
tWMlt: Group B (Naptes-Bari-Milan). 
Argentina. Soviet Union, Rumania 
Pl»il—I w*WC*i «—l«fCI»: 1982: 
First round elimination after being 
unbeaten with three draws, including one 
against Italy who finally won the 
tournament 


equation the Foreign 
Legion’of seven 
professionals playing in 
France 

Joseph-Antoine Bell is 
Afnoa’s leading 
goalkeeper A superbly 
efnoient player, and a 
down under the bar, he 
plays for Bordeaux of 
France He has pushed 
the farmer hero, 
Thomas EPKcmo, to 
second place now But at 
the age of 35, this could 
be his last World Cup 

Emmanuel Kunde at 
33, like BeU is an 
outstanding player A 
wonderful (Mender, and 
survivor, like WMLam at 



midfield could see some 
new faces in Andrew 
Kalita Biyik for 
Instance Playing for 
Meta in France, this 
young player is 
regaled as a potential 


1968, Spain He is 
home-baaed, playing for 
rvnfr* VMMiia He 
will be marshalling the 
defenoe, same of whom 
will be Pierre Onana (84) 
also of Canon of 
Yaounde. Jean Claude 
Regal (86), playing for 
la. Roche Sur Yon 
(France), Victor NThp 
Akam (34) also of Cknon, 
reliable and experienced, 
Richard Abana (83) of 
Union Douals, a very 
creative defender And 
Bertha Andrew Ebwelle 
(88), a fearless and hard 
man, recently 
introduced 
An equally efficient 


A brilliant new find is 
the 83 year old Thomas 
Lftrih, of Tonnerre, 
Yaounde, a midfielder 
with a great future And 
at his side will be the 
moet respected Stephen 
Tataw (26) who can 
double up as a right 
back with ease He has 
been rejecting lucrative 
offers from Belgian and 
French clubs Other 
midfie lders could well be 
CyrilleTbewg 
l&feansJsy (84), a 
valuable goalsoorer too, 
now with Ajaccio and 
Lens in France And 
same others 

Louis Paul Mfode (30) 
cf CSnon Yaounde, a 
good scorer and veteran, 
Ernest Etxmgue (66) of 
animates, Portugal, 
fast and dangerous and 
Bona Venture Dgonkep 
(88) of Union Dusla, 
form the crux of the 
strike force Young and 
aktifUl players are 
waiting on the wings So 
the final lineup buqt be 
modified 

Cameroon has a 
reasonable chance of 
reaching the second 
round, by finishing 
second in their group 
Or beoonung one of the 
beet of the four 
third-placed aides. If 
they upeet Argentina in 
the inaugural match of 
the tournament, they 
could Just do something 
big this Urns 

An upset? Quite 
likely But will it create 
anew setup? God 









THE MASTER OF 
ALL HE SURVEYS 



can do without 
watching- Linford 
Christie run It was 
watching him walk 
to the start that I 
cannot bear to 
miss No one does it 
quite like him that 
marvellous, insouciant 
slouch, shoulders loose, 
head carnage high He 
has an air of owning all 
of the earth within a 
half-mile radius 
Viv Richards has 
something of the same 
thing, of course, but 
Richards' 
stock-in-trade is 
confrontation Christie 
does not look like a 
conqueror he looks like 
a man who is master of 
all he surveys through 
right of birth 
“My aim is to be the 
world No 1, and I'm on 
my way there,' he said 
after winning the 
Commonwealth lOOm in 
spectacular time he was 
lOOth of a second 
outside the world record 
for the 100 metres, the 
world record set by Carl 
Lewis when Lewis 
finished second to Ben 
Johnson Johnson's 
track-burning effort no 
longer counts, of course 
Nor does Christie’s 
time of9 93 sec because 
he was pushed on a bit 
by a sprightly wind 
That does not stop it 
being a remarkable run 
a famous victory The 
Great Athletics 


Rumours Factory is 
producing huge 
numbers of stones about 
the Lewis-Johnson 
rematch for the right to 
be called the fastest man 
m the world something 
that can take place when 
Johnson’s ban is 
completed on September 


25 this year It does not 
seem two years since 
that ext raordinary 
sporting day, but there 
it is 

On the evidence of 
Seoul 1988, when 
Christie was third and 
again on the 
Commonwealth run any 


LIMFORD CHRISTIE 





fastest- human-being 
race that starts without 
Chnstie is a waste of 
time 

Chnstie is also 
probably the most 
sensational-looking 
athlete of these Games 
That slinking 
panther-hke stroll 
helps, but the head is 
truly amazing Seenin 
repose, he looks like a 
carving, rather an 
idealised one, and his 
features seem to be in 
repose a fair amount of 
time And he had them 
stone dead nght fi om 
ius impassive walk to 
the start 

The race itself was 
something else The 
head on camera ui a 
spnnt ib perhaps the 
most revealing shot m 
sport Just from Seoul, l 
gave us three 
unforgettable images 
Flo-Jo's brilliant smile 
when she knew she had 
won, even though she 
was still 30 metres from 
the tape, Johnson’B 
blazing, red-eyed fury it 
victory, and Lewis’s 
panicky, slithery 
sideways glances at 
Johnson throughout 
that amazing race 

The head-on told 
another story with 
Chnstie The man had 
gone so far beyond 
tunnel-vision that he 
seemed to have set aside 
the sense of sight 
altogether I swear he 



did not blink cmoe m 
those nine and a bit 
seconds of absolute 
commitment And t ha t 
expression of fierce 
delight as he broke the 
tape that gave us 
something of a clue about 
the emotional life of 
Linford Christie 
He is not one of those 
rather objectionable 
fellows who feel they 
have to put on a show of 
oool After the race, his 
smiling pleasure in his 
own performance gave 
M pleasure to everyone 
* within range He doesn't 
seem to try and play oool 
stall perhaps he is one 
of those rare individuals 
who really is oool 
He slouched into his 
postraue press 
conference, the very 
image of the Successful 
Athlete He wore two of 
the diagnostic signs of 
this species around his 
neck a gold medal and a 
pair of headphones from 
his walkperson 
I wonder why it is that 
so many black people 
who are talented in sport 
■ ^ 'urn to track and field 
There is the important 
fact that it is a pretty 
cheap sport But more, I 
think, it is a case of 
well, people like 
Christie Sebastian Coe 
was asked at a press 
conference in Sydney 
why track and held was 
not a major sport m 
Australia 
He said that if the 
country produces one 
very great track and 
field athlete, more will 
follow It was a question 
of "raising the 
consciousness of 
athletics as a sport * 

That is what Coe has 
^done m middle distance 
and what people like 
Christie and Daley 
Thompson, and the 
other black athletes of 
that (excuse me, lads. 



Linford Christ** with T**«a t*nd*rson 
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but fact is fact ) older 
generation have done 
They have made track 
and field a natural 
avenue of excellence for 
black people 

They have also become 
national (rather than 
merely racial) sporting 


heroes Now one must not be too glib here 
Christie was happy to talk about his great 
friend, Colin Jackson who won another track 
and field gold medal tor Britain Jackson won 
his for Wales It no longer seems bizarre to 
see a black athlete complete a lap of honour 
with a red dragon flag and receive a medal 
The black athletes of Britain create a very jolly 
atmosphere for each other much banter, teasing 
and i lvalry They share an enviable sense ol 

brotherhood, of 
solidarity Part of that, 
whmhmm however, springs from 

an altogether 

itionai looking athlete unenviable shared sense 

of these Games. That slinking panther-like of oppression that they 

he looks like a carving, rattier an hn medal to Land at 

idealised one; and his features seem to be in nope and aiory the 

repose a Mr amount of time. And he had victory anthem, -as 

them stone dead right from Ins impassive th «f d ' tUes “ 

walk to me start England 

.. " . * However unsubtle an 

irony do you want 9 

Wider still and wider Shall they bounds be stretched 
God who made thee mighty Make thee mightier vet• 
1 wonder if the wnter of these objectionable 
words had in mind the imago of a stunning 
looking black man receiving a splendid prize tor 
England beneath the flag of St George It is 
the best use of the song I have heard of yet 


Simon Barnes 









I T was Imran Khan’s 
editorial in Cricket 
Life that triggered off a 
debate in our office. It 
read: “The Sri Lankans' 
anger about racist re¬ 
marks is something I 
fail to understand. Un¬ 
less one has an inferior¬ 
ity complex about 
one’s race, why 
should it worry anyone 
if he’s called black or 
brown? If someone cal¬ 
led me a brown man or a 
Paki, I would accept it as 
something that is an in¬ 
disputable fact. Howev¬ 
er, if someone calls me a 
Paki ’so and so', it is 
the 'so and so' that 
might upset me.” 

The Sportaworld desk 
was divided; Imran is 
plain right said some; 
it's superficial to take a 
detached view because 
you first have to be 
abused in a racist man¬ 
ner to understand how it 
feels, insisted others. 

The practical side of 
the argument is that Im¬ 
ran has probably never 
been called a 'brown 
Paki’. One, becaus e he 
does not look "brown' (as 
the Asian Paints colour 
chart shows it), and two, 
sledgers are careful 
enough to intimidate 
only the ‘jelly’ competi¬ 
tors. Only a masochist 
will hiss 'You black Anti¬ 
guan!’ within whisper¬ 
ing distance of a certain 
I.V.A. Richards and ex¬ 
pect to sit back and re¬ 
lish the fallout. 

Imran is right when 
he says that only a Sri 
Lankan who feels in¬ 
ferior, because his skin 
is brown and not white 
or yellow, complains. 
The proud Sri Lankan 
would probably glare 
and say: ‘Bu^z off, 
whitey!' or work up an 
artificial smile and 
embarrass the other fel¬ 
low with: "Wonder what 
took you so long to 



guess!” While an abra¬ 
sive reply can possibly 
lead to increased verbal 
pressure, an attempt to 
defuse the attrition with 
humour can, however, 
even make the perpetra¬ 
tor feel a bit ashamed of 
himself. 

There is one argument 
which Imran probably 
missed. No cricketer in 
my view wields a precise 
command of the English 
language to refer only to 


a statement of fact; in 
the heat of the moment, 
most blurt: ‘You Mack 
bastard!' (Bob Willis to 
Viv Richards) or You 
black cheat!’ (Ian Smith 
to Mobinder Amamath). 
I have yet to hear of a 
cricketer calling 
another You brown In¬ 
dian:’ or You white En¬ 
glishman!’ The abuse 
one generally hears 
these days links colour 
with references to incest 



, *lfindbsingblackadi«advantags...whenlam 


and the legality of the 
marital status of one’s 
parents. 

It is an interesting 
theory , but cricketers 
seldom seem to object to 
being called ‘bastard ’ or 
the like. Perhaps be¬ 
cause these terms have 
come to be aooepted as 
part of modern sport. 
Besides, it has also be-, 
come mutual. If I can 
call you that when you 
are batting and get away 
with it, I shouldn’t cry 
wolf when it’s your turn 
to stand at silly point 
and do the same. 

But it is the other half 
of the abuse—-the refer¬ 
ence to colour—that is 
found to be derogatory. 
Maybe because it is quite 
a new phenomenon and 
not really part of cricket 
lore. Or maybe because 
South Africa and apar¬ 
theid and Nelson Mande¬ 
la have become such ev¬ 
eryday terms that any 
reference to colour, fac¬ 
tual or otherwise, is con¬ 
sidered to be poor in 
taste. 

However some cricke¬ 
ters are surprisingly 
willing to give this the 
go-by. Greenidge wrote 
of an instance when Bor¬ 
der called Garner a 
‘black bastard’ and how, 
to the surprise of all his 
fiercely proud West Indi¬ 
an colleagues, the tower¬ 
ing giant didn’t respond 
at all. No raised eyeb¬ 
rows, no verbal retalia¬ 
tion, no whizzing boun¬ 
cer, no toe-crushing yor- 
ker. Garner just didn’t 
react. 

Maybe he oould have 
used a little humour like 
Prank Worrell. “Don’t 
you find being black a 
disadvantage?" he was 
once asked'by an over- 
zealous interviewer. “Of 
course I do," replied 
Worrell, deadpan,"... 
when I am shaving.” 
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Hold up this roll and observe its extraordinary 
effect on the people you play cards with. 


They shift their attention from their hands to yours 


And while putting down their next card they li reach )ut 
quite absent-mindedly foryoui roll of MINI 0 

f-orthe pearly white nothing centred peppermint 
rings with the irresistible flavour 

So cool so refreshing You immediately feel like 
reaching for another MINT 0 yourself 

Give in to the feeling before the next hand comes 
along 



New Bakeman's Mint-O. 

Chaar eaftMnfma nimn .«• 
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Kinetic Honda becomes 
the first scooter to conquer 
the highest motorable road 
in the world — The top of 
Khardungla Pass at Ladakh 
— 18,380 feet above sea- 
levei' 

MR & MRS YOGANAND 
achieved this commendable 
feat becoming the first 
couple to do so on 
7th June, 1989 on their 
Kinetic Honda* 

The total |ourney of 
11,000 km from Pune to 
Ladakh and back took 31 
days of scootering — 
passing through 200 km of 


swamps of the Kutch in 
Gu|arat, 600 km of the 
Thar desert in Ra|asthan, 

250 km of deep dense 
Amar-Kantak forest in 
Madhya Pradesh and 3,700 
km in the Himalayan region 
across the treacherous Zojila 
pass 



Kinetic Honda has once 
again proven its mettle in 
extreme climatic conditions 
ranging from 49°C to 
- 23°C, on tough and rocky 
terrain, dry desert, marshy 
land and slithering ice — by 
coming through the ordeal 
unscathed, WITHOUT A 
SINGLE BREAKDOWN OR 
PART REPLACED ON 
THE WAY 

Another feather in the 
cap for Kinetic Honda 


| KUVi 1 1C HONDA 
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MAMS 13ft 89 






World Tennis: The Umpire Strikes Back 
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Buy Fresh. 

Freeze. 
Serve Fresh. 


A. 


Discover the joys of deep freezing at home 

Eat better. Shop less. Save more. 


Kelvinator Domestic 
Deep Freezer offers you 
numerous advantages. 

In every way. 

Preserves perishables longer 
and better 

Maintains very low temperatures 
constantly 

You buy m bulk and you buy in 
season which means lots ot 


Also available. 

425 litre deep freezer 
fot shops and establishments 


savings and fewer shopping trips 
Gives you ample space to make 
larger quantities of ice and ice 
cream and to chill drinks at 
abort notice 

You freeze the choicest variety 
of almost all food items at your 
convenience 

Surprise your family and friends 
with out-of-season delicacies - 
fresh 



Write to u» for 
a FREE lull | 
colour booklet, 
on the 


Frozen Food J 


OCU.UV 





275 litre 


AmmJta 


*L 


Domestic Deep Freezers 


Sold and serviced by ExpcMachinery Limited Pragati Tower, 26 Rajindra Race, New 
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YOU COULD HAVE THES^BOOKS ^ 

FREE 



THE SPORTSWORLD-MARINE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 



Subscribe to Sportaworid for a 


choice from M 

322 

Sports, Bombay 




Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 

Rs. 310 a year (52 issues); Rs. 610 for two years (104 issues). An annual saving of Rs. 54 per year on the newsstahd 

price, plus a book delivered to you. 


foiiowttg srt the books you con tiwas* from 
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Rumours doing the rounds ot the cricketing 
circuit are retiring the Khan from cricket. The 
Khan may be down, but not out. He can't afford 
to retire, at least not when his batting has hit a 
purple patch. But there may be times when he 
may want to put his head down on the cricketing 
green and smile wistfully at the heavens. See 
page 40 
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"titell. The Aussie Open tennis 
■■lltournamant is remembered 
not for Ivan Lendl’s victory but for 
John MolBnroe*s dramatic exit by 
default. Recently, in the Stuttgart 
Claasio, Boris Beaker oame within 
one point to being thrown out. The 
attitude of the umpire Is 
suffocating the ‘characters' of the 
game. At least, that’s what Rohit 
Brljnath feels as he argues his 


All. The cricketing world is 
"tUbussing with the latest news. 
Is Imran Khan retiring? Tea, say 
some experts. No, say the others 
On the other hand, the debonair 
Khan, in what might perhaps be 
his last Interview speaks to Mudar 
Patherya on matters ranging 
from girls, marriage, religion, 
colonialism right down to his 
receding hairline and more! 


II. The soooer World Cup this 
s Qyear may not have the same 
charm as It promised earlier. 
There are shock waves 
reverberating through the ‘soccer 
circuit’ that the top stare—namely 
Gullit, Miohailiohenko and Vialli 
may not take part due to injuries. 
Without the p re se n ce of the three 
of them, will all roads lead to 
Rome? Plus profile of the 
Uruguayan soooer team. 
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THE INSPIRATION 
FOR PUMA’S MOST ADVANCED 



Bare feet Because running barefoot is the 
healthiest and most natural way With your feet 

stabilizing you, absorbing shock and preventing 


# injury So Puma s top-of-the-line Tm> Hon aZ^bs ^ lum Whose ‘honeycomb 1 structure is based upon nature's 




millions of dollars over the years in research Resulting 
naturally, in a stnng of pioneenng innovations 
Take the fastest example Tnnomic' soles 


'Natural Running’ shoes are designed to 
recreate the care and comfort 
of running barefoot At the 
same time giving yo ur fee t all the protection they need 

To build shoes like these, Puma have invested hundreds of 

i 


most efficient shock absorber the tissue of human bones 
But, more important, is the 
effect of this investment on every shoe 
m Puma's range of more than 1,000 

k 

high performance shoes Where every ^SomS^MimgiSlrSSS 9 
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feature is a product of research and development 
It is things like this which have built Puma into an 
empire worth $ 720 million in 65 countries 

And have made Puma shoes command so much 
respect in the world of international sport at every 

level From schoolboy cncket to 
Test Matches, village athletics 
to the Olympics, weekend 

i 

Spwtfw s sfxkas la better grip . _ 

md •<&(<? spud tennis to the Wimbledon 

lUMCMONA SHOES ARE AWMBIEM Mi CMOMOUTIEIS ALSO AT OT>£RUM)MGfOOnWiAH OUTLETS 




With champions in every arena having worn Puma 
Diego Maradona for one most of the current 
Australian cricket team and the British Dutch and 

% 

West German hockey teams to name afew So 
when you next need a pair o< high performance 
shoes, and not just any old keds, get 
yourself a pair of Pumas 
They could be just the 

inspiration you need CARONA. 
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AFTAB QUL 


THE CRICKETER WHO DARED 


GENERAL ZIA! 


T HE bare sketch 
of AftabGul, 
cricketer for 
Lahore and 
Pakistan, in the 
'Complete Who's Who of 
Test Cricketers' by 
Christopher 
Martin-Jenkins is 
enough to tempt me into 
tracking him down one 
December afternoon m 
Lahore 

1 have a xeroxed 
biographical copy in 
front of me. "A stocky, 
right-handed opener,” it 
says. 'AftabGul, 
although 

over-impetuous on 
occasions, was often a 
reliable and effective 
batsman. He toured 
England in 1971. 
coming second in the 
batting with 1154 runs 
(46.16). sharing in some 
splendid attacking 
opening partnerships 
with Sadiq Mohammed, 
but his highest score in 
the Test was only 03. At 
home he played against 
England in 1968-69 and 
New Zealand in 1969-70 
without, much success. 
In 1968-69, while a law 
student at Punjab 
University, he became 
the first player to appear 
in first class cricket 
while on bail for alleged 
political activities. Such 
was his following, 
indeed, as a student 
leader that it was said 
that Pakistan officials 
did not dare to play the 
Lahore Test without 
him.” 

I am asked to go to 51 
Mozang Road in central 



A man with sentences for 84 
years of rigorous imprisonment 
on his head. A man who had the 
guts to file a habeas corpus 
against General Zia. A political 
fugitive who spent 
half-a-decade in exile. Besides, 
he also played Test cricket for 
Pakistan! Mudar Patherya 
tracked him down one 
December afternoon in Lahore. 


Lahore. Signboards in 
Urdu indicate the offices 
of a few lawyers in the 
building. A brief 
low-key announcement 
reads. AFTAB GUL, 
Advocate ’But at 4 p.m., 
he is not in. When 1 call 
him a couple of hours 
later, Gul agrees to 
lunch the following day 
“I'll come and pick you 
up at 1.30.” says the 
voice at the oth end 
before hanging up 

A Honda pulls up 
outside 20 minutes 
beyond the appointed 
hour the next afternoon 
Memories of pictures. ;f 
the 1971 tour tally with 
the slightly 
mctamorphosised, 
plumpish and the 
early-fortyish man 
walking up to the lobby 
It is him, I tell myself. 
This is my fifth tour of 
Pakistan in 7 years—but 
our first meeting. The 
reason is not difficult to 
guess. Gul fled Pakistan 
in 1983 and returned 
only in early 1989. In 
the interim, he went 
through life 
incognito. 

He digs into his fiery 
bio-data immediately. “1 
used to be a student 
leader in college," he 
says, “It was a great 
time to be young and 
alive. We were never 
short on 

inspiration—there were 
leaders iikeBobby 
Kennedy, Martin Luther 
King Jr and Z. A. Bhutto 
around. Besides, we 
were a product of the 
changing environment. 




The Beatles and the 
Prague Spring had their 
effect As I say it was a 
great time to be alive ’ 


STILL ON BAIL! 

I nudge him about the 
reference to his clout as 
a student leader and 
how he manipulated 
that to elbow his way 
into the Pakistan team 
“Sadly that s not true 
he confesses "but Ill tell 
you the story behind 


that impression I had 
scored some useful runs 
against the MCC in 
1968-69 in a game 
before the Lahore Test 
There was no question ol 
my not being included 
for that matoh 
Coincidentally John 
Woodcock of The Times 
met me before the game 
and asked whether I 
would beplaymg ‘Id 
bettei be 1 replied 
jokingly, otherwise 
there won t be a Test in 
Lahore But Woodcock 


took me literally—and 
the image stayed I tell 
him that he is the only 
man to play first-class 
cricket while out on bail 
Gul smiles and 
interrupts ‘I am still on 
bail m iact * 


RAIDED! 

And here he reveals an 
interesting story 
‘ General Zia threw 
Zulfiqar All Bhutto into 
protective custody in 


June 1977 I 
immediately dashed off 
a habeas corpus 
challenging Zia's 
decision I argued that 
protective custody only 
be imposed on minors 
people of unsound mind , 
and crucial witnesses m 
an important trial— not | 
on the | 

democratically-elected , 
PM of a country' 

* I suppose I paid for 
that Zia's regime | 

identified me as a 
potential troublemaker I 


Aftab Gul to seek asylum 

in India 


By Ashis Ray 

Somewhere in Britain, Aug 4. 
Aftab Gul, 37 year old former Ten 
cricketer and up and coming 
lawyer m Lahore, is planning to 
apply for political asylum in India 
Accused for being involved with 
the pro Bhutto AJL Zulfilcar orga 
msation and also of harbouring 
two portable versions of die SAM 
missiles in his house, he feels there 
is no way he can go back to 
Pakistan 

While the British government is 
expected to be sympathetic to any 
request made by him for rest 
dentship here, Mr Gul is inclined 
to settle down in India at least on a 
semi-permanent basis because he 
would feel more at home with Indi¬ 
ans then with the British 


In e c la nde s tine 


with 


tstme meeting 1 

the Telegraph MrGul! who is part¬ 
ly in hiding from British author¬ 
ities last they accede to e request 
by the Pakistan Embassy here to 
depart him, said, ‘'The entire 
dkarge (of sedition) is a frame-up, 
and an attempt to liak the People's 
Party (MPate an) with the AJZul* 
flkar group, which Begum Bhutto 
has publicly disowned-* Re ex¬ 
plained this assertion tar saying 
(hat the Zia government has beqn 
trying very hard to implicate tote 


People’s Party with terrorist activ 
lty and, thus, create an alibi for 
comi ng down more heavily on the 
PPP, and discrediting it at a time 
when there is talk of local elec¬ 
tions in Palawan 
Mr Gul is known to be very dote 
to the Bhutto family and while 
admitting that hens member of 
tbe Pakistan People's Party, he 
pleads that he is not an activist Be 
has not been one since the death of 
Zulfikar All Bhutto, hanged by the 
present rulers after being con 
victed for murder in April, 1979, 
because he believes time there is 
no hope for a leturn to democracy 
m Pakistan and any effort 
directed towards that is futile 
After levelling the charges 
against him, hn aged parents and 
two brothers (one of them a col 
otiel in the Army and the other a 
foreign service man) have been 
arrested, and the whereabouts of 
his 14-month old daughter are un 
known to him “Fortunately,” he 
remarks, “my wife end my elder 
son and daughter were with me, so 
they have escaped detention ” Re 
adds, “But they (the government) 
have seised my house and car, sea¬ 
led my bank account end impound* 
ed my wife's 'safe' as well us all 
movable and immovable assess.” 
Though bis first chum to fame was 
as an opening batsman for Pakis¬ 
tan b e twe en 1988 and 1971, he 


catapulted into prominence as a 
students' leader during the unrest 
that led to the disruption of the 
MCC tour of Pakistan m 1969 Two 
years later at Lord’s be refused to 
initial a bat because the proceeds 
of its auction was for the benefit of 
East Pakistani refugees in West 
Bengal He explained he “couldn’t 
help a group of people who were 
trying to dismember” his country 
Three years later he retired 
from first class cricket and re 
turned into tbe limelight aftei the 
military toup m Pakistan in 1978 
when he moved a petition seeking 
Bhutto's lelease from prison, 
which was gi anted before the 
hearing look place Interestingly, 
when the murder charge against 
the former Prune Munster came 
up Mr Gul opposed it on the 
grounds that it was tantamount to 
admitting die criminal .status of 
the case, whereas, in his opinion, 
the battle should have been fought 
at a political level 
His close association with Bhut¬ 
to, as well as, perhaps, his fireb¬ 
rand antagonism towards the nulit 
ary government, deprived him of 
Ms pasapOrt for five -roars, and it 
was only In June that he was per¬ 
mitted to notion fresh travel pap¬ 
ers. The authorities ware, seeming 
ly, satirised with his conduct 
though he was known to advise 
Begum Bhutto 
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instant energy. 
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• It provides one-third of the day s requirement of 
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teeth bones and body tissue 

• It is easy to make Just mix 
four heaped teaspoons of 

Glucon-C in ice cold water to l Si***r^ 
make a refreshing orange- 
flavoured drink 
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and made Me hell I was 
perpetually shadowed 
My passport was 
confiscated Finally, I 
used my connections in 
Islamabad, managed to 
get it back and 
immediately left to see 
the World Cup in 1983 1 
must have been m 
England for about 3-4 
days when I came across 
flashes in most 
newspapers that m a 
military raid on my 
residence m Lahore 
SAM ?8, surface-to-an 
missiles, anti-rocket 
launchers, kalashmkovs 
and bombs had been 
recovered And do you 
know where exactly 
they said these things 
I had been found 9 Under 
my bed 1 As if 1 wan a fool 
to have stored them 
there 

HARRASSED! 

i 

In Oul s absence 
Pakistan’s military 
I searched his family out 
lot special attention 
Gul's wile and children 
were repeatedly 
I interrogated, his 
personal 

possessions- -the car 
airconditioner 
correspondence, and 
files, among other 
things- -confiscated, his 
lather was whisked off 
to an unknown jail, until 
months later, someone 
conveyed a message to 
his mother that her 
husband had been 
shifted to a hospital and 
• was, perhaps, dying, 

| Gul’s brother who 
worked for the Foreign 
service, was picked up 
by the police and not 
seen for a 
year-and-a-half 

Meanwhile, Gul 
himself stayed plonked 
in London “1 couldn't 
work m the UK I 
couldn't be given 
political asylum because 

ia- 


Aftab Gul stands third 
from right as Imran is 
introduced to the Queen 
on the 1971 tour 



i of the dangerous 
i charges levelled against 
i mem Pakistan, and I 
I couldn’t be extradited 
either because there was 
danger to my life m mv 
I own country Sol 
vegetated m England, 

I alive and well but 
i without a work permit 
It was miserable " 
i An air crash in 
Pakistan, August 1988, 
i decisively changed the 
course of Aftab Gul’s 
career once again An 
Air Force aircraft 
perished neat 
Bahawalpur taking 
with it the lives of eleven 
' senior ranking 
armymen and President 
Zia 

Suddenly things were 
happening Elections m 
Pakistan m November 
1988 ended the role of 
the army and restored 
democracy “This 
definitely meant that 1 
could have returned 
right away, but I was 


not wanting to take 
chances I had separate 
sentences of 28 years 
each —84 m 
all - imposed on my 
head It was only after 
Benazir Bhutto 
announced an amnesty 
that I could return home 
a ft ee man for the first 
time m5‘. years I am 
still a member ol tin PP 
but am more sci icusly 
pursuing my legal 
career and making up 
foi the lost time 
1 Aftab Gul toured 

England in 1971 under 
IntikhabAlam Away 
from the Tests he had a 
successful senes 
emerging second m the 
| side s tour averages 
One of the members of 
I that team ot nearl v 20 
years ago was a certain 
1 Khan Niazi 

Gul s eyes light up at 
the very mention ‘ Do 
you know I was his first 
captain—1 mean, I was 
captain of Lahore when 
he made it to the team 1 
still remember how 1 
mentioned to the Lahore 
selectors that the boy 
had it in him to go 
far—and he has ’’ 

Sounds contradictory. 


and I tell him What 
about one line m Imran’s 
All-Round View where 
he says that on that first 
tour after his disastrous 
opening Test at 
Edgbaston, he 
overheard Asif Iqbal and 
Aftab Gul wonder what 
the hell Imran was 
doing in the team 
But Gul denies the 
comment 1 never made 
it 1 don’t know where 
Imran got that in from 1 
even told him this on the 
' phone m London and he 
shrugged it off by 
saying chhor doyaa.f' i 
A lunch later while 
driving back I ask him 
how he looks ba„L on his 
20 turbulent years m 
cricket and politics 
‘ Fortunate,” he answers 
And that’s what 1 tell 
my children today They > 
belong to a cheated 
generation No leaders, 
l no heroes ” 
i 

WAR! 

1 ask him my last 
I question Now that there 
is a new government in 
Delhi do you visualise 
an improvement m 
relations between India 
and Pakistan ‘On the 
contrary, I see it going 
worse India has too 
many internal problems 
It needs an external 
excuse to direct the i 
attention of her people I 
won’t be too surprised if 
the two countries go to 
war m 6-—8 weeks tune ” 
In later January 1990, 
the armies on both sides 
of the border had been 
alerted to emergency 
preparedness as the 
possibility of a fourth 
war between India and 
Pakistan became a 
distinct possibility 
From the idyll of 
December 1989, the 
subcontinent had moved 
into its most serious 
crisis m nearly 20 years. 


couWn’t be given political asylum in 
pit bpcauw the dangerous charges 
teveUedsgaiast me in Pakistan, and I 
<1 bp-extradited because there 
Mwar tbfrty life in ray own 
t country’ 









Armchair viewers were treated to a 
Vicketkeeper's-eye view’ during the third 
AuBtralla-PakiBtan Teat at Sydney, thanks to a 
miniature camera fixed inside the middle 
stump Australian umpires, however, have 
given a lukewarm response to the latest idea 
from Channel 9, a proposal to house another 
mini-camera in the umpire’s hat 

A new 95-camera surveillance system costing 
$A 800,000, has been unveiled at the Sydney 
Cjficket Ground, where hooliganism has been a 
problem m recent seasons 

Australia have declined an invitation to take 
part in a lunited-overs tournament in Pakistan 
this year, saying that the 
competition—planned to run along similar 
knee to last year’s Nehru Cup in India—might 
devalue the official Woild Cup, due to be held 
m Australia and New Zealand early in 1992 
Meanwhile the Indian Board has turned down 
a request from West Indies to toui India next 
winter 


Cncket-wnter Paul Weaver, of the Tbday 
newspaper, was expelled ft om South Africa 
after the authorities there objected to his 
account of a demonstration against Mike 
Gattmg’s English XI tourists 

John Arlott, for only 
the second time in 11 
years, has been unable 
to write for Wisden 
Cricket Monthly He 
was injured m a fall 
in his oellar, and 
entered hospital in 
Alderney, thenoe 
Guernsey, with cuts 
to the head and 
damage to neck 
and spme 

John Ariott: injured 
In a fal) in Ms cellar 











Richard Hadlee’s feat in taking hie 4O0th Test 
wicket is to be celebrated by the release of a 
strictly limited edition of the bronze portrait 
sculpted by former England wicketkeeper 
Keith Andrew’s son Neale. 


Ian Botham, who reoently signed a new 
three-year contract with Worcestershire, 
scored 62 (six sixes and two fours) for his own 
XI agai n st Alderney CC in a 10-overs match. 
Botham, who has a holiday home on the ininr.ri 
of Alderney, has signed for local soccer team 
Aurigny Nomads, who play in the Guernsey 
Railway League. 


Six former Test players—five of them former 
captains—have been elected honorary life 
members of MCC. They are Dennis Amis and 
Keith Fletcher (England), Deryck Murray 
(New Zealand), Gundappa Vishwanath(India) 
and Zaheer Abbas (Pakistan). 

E n gl an d wic k etkeeper Jack Russell's training 
for the West Indies tour was interrupted when 
he was bitten by a dog while running in 
Bristol. One of Russell’s predecessors, Bruce 
French, suffered a similar injury in the early 
stages of England's 1985-86 tour of the 
Caribbean. 
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Sir Gsoras ‘Gubby' Alton: paid 
Kslly’t fse himself attar MCC 
ctocllnad to authorlaa tha aacrat 
filming 


I: 


THE ‘THIRD MAH' 



CRICKET’S 




AGENT 


Thirty years ago, illegal bowhng actions posed the biggest 
threat to cricket’s well-being Sir George ‘Gubby’ Allen 
bravely took the initiative by seeking firm evidence of the 
problem. But he needed technical assistance. His approach 
to an administrator is public knowledge. His choice, in turn, 
of a ‘photographic secret agent’ is now revealed for the first 
time. JACK BANNISTER reports 


O T might be 30 years under 
the Official Secrets Act, but 
m cnoket it can be as little as 
30 minutes before special 
secrets are leaked Which 
makes it all the more 
surprising that the identity of the 
Third Man in the I960 throwing 
row involving the South African fast 
bowlei, Geoff Griffin, has only just 
come to light—four months short of 
any supposed 30-year curfew 


The recent deaths of‘Gubby’ Allen 
and Leslie Dsakins leave the third 
man finally willing to reveal the 
crucial part he played in providing 
the photographic evidence which 
helped lanoe the festering boil of 
throwing which was threatening to 
poison cricket at the end of the 
1950s 

Ken Kelly, now 69, was the 
pioneer of many of the photographic 
techniques now used so effectively 







South African Gooff Griffin’s 
action during the I960 Lord’s 

Tact 



unsurprising that it was to him that 
respected Warwickshire secretary 
Deakms turned when asked by 


Allen to commission a photographer 
in May 1960 
The idea was that the 
photographer acting ‘in camera' so 
to speak would film the suspect’ 
bowlers and to this end Allen paid 
the C 22 necessary to lure a 16mm 
cinecamera which Kellv borrowed 
from John Turnbull who featured 
prominently m Midlands televisual 
at the time Turnbull agreed to 
prooess the film the first shots of 
which were so revealing that Allen 
^ immediately asked for moiv 


Fred Trueman: no doubts about 
his classical bowling action 



In the book GuMiy AUeit—Man of 
Cncket (Hutchinson, 1985), £ W 
Swanton wrote In his capacity as 
chairman of the MCC cncket 
sub-committee, Gubby was very 
much on the warpath against illegal 
actions, and if ever there was a 
blatant case it was that of Griffin, 
who had twice been noballed m 
South Africa In the MCC-8outh 
Africans match at Lord’s in May. 
Gubby and Wilf Woollier went 

It would be no surprise If a film 
of Tony Lock’s action was 
among those In the ‘Rogues 
Gallery’ at Lord’s. Lock was 
called for throwing In four 
different matches, one of them a 
Test In West Indies in 1953-54. 



around Lord s looking at him from 
every angle 

The bowlers I filmed in the first 
Test at Edgbaston’, says Kelly, 'were 
Griffin, Adcock and Goddard from 
South Africa. and Statham 
Trueman and Dexter from England 

How did Kelly manage to 
maintain secrecy while he was 
filming 0 

‘I remember always wearing a 
raincoat in the middle of summer to 
hide the cinecamera, and I did many 
of the sequences from inside the 
scoreboards at Edgbaston working 
through various noles, and I also 
did work at Worcester. Old TratTord 
Headingley and The Oval, where 1 
went ostensibly as a stills 
cameraman 

'I shot thousands of feet of film 


including some fair actions for 
comparison purposes such as Fred 
Trueman and Bnan Statham, and 1 
found it immensely satisfying that 
the results were so successful Many 
officials had previously not had the 
courage of their convictions, but my 
films and the splendid use Gubby 
made of them at IOC level backed up 
the man at the sharp end, the 
umpire ” 

Swanton wrote ‘By the time of the 
Lord's Test Gubby had his evidence, 
which amply supported the six 
umpires who, between them, had 
already no-balled Gnffin 1 7 times ui 
the throe matches At Lord s he was 
no-balled 11 times whereupon it 
was announced he would not bowl ' 

again on the tour j 

After Geoff Chubb and Dudley i 

Nourse, the president of the So ith J 
African Cricket Association am the . 
manager respectively declin'd UJ j 

see the film, Guhby presented il to 
Lord’s, where it now reposes with a i 
number of subsequent shots r f J 

supnet actions ui what he called The I 
Rogues’ Gallery 

‘By mid- July Swanton wrote 
‘England with victories in t he first I 
three Tests had the rubbei well and | 
truly won, and the chairman could i 
devote himself to the throwing I 

dispute which was due to make this 
the most momentous of all ICC 
meetings before the intervention in 
cncket affairs of Kerry 1 ■'acker 

Kelly later filmed oilier suspected 
throwers, and although he is still 
reluctant to name othei subjects it 
would be surpnsmg if they did not 
include Surrey bowlers, Tony Lock 
and Peter Luadei 

Ken Kelly's complete uitegnly 
and dogged adherence to principles 
stem from the game he lias loved all 
lus life Is it cncket 0 is the short 
question he asks himself about any 
difficult matter 

It is typical of the man, now m the 
twilight of a wonderful professional 
career as a photographer, tliat he 
should have revealed his part in 
such an histone operation so long 
after the event, when an earlier 
revelation would surely haw 
brought financial reward 

This man is a well enough known 
position in cncket But now Harry 
Lime, Sir Anthony Blunt. and Ken 
Kelly 
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READERS' QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 . “When you win 
the toss, decide to 
bat. If in doubt, think 
hard and elect to bat”. 
Who said this? 

O. Which is the only 
men’s double pair 
to achieve the Grand 
Slam in Tennis? 

3 . Which winner of 
the women’s 
javelin event was so 
humiliated at 
finishing only fifth in 
the next Olympics 
that she shaved off all 
her hair and refused 
to wear a scarf to hide 
her shame? 

A • Which famous 
“Olympic gold 
decathlete married a 
former girl-friend of 
Elvis Presley? 

5 . Which New 
Zealand Test 
cricketer died of 
wounds sustained in 
WWII? 

Which Australian 
(J Cricket captain 
was seen reading a 
newspaper while 
fielding in the long 
field in a Test match 
against England? 

/. Which Olympic 
/ sprint champion 
was coached by his 
wife? 

8 . Yuri Gagarin, the 
world’s first 
space-man, was fond 
of a particular game. 
In his school days, he 
was the captain of his 
school team in 
respect of that game. 
What was it? 

Q. Who is the only 
-7 batsman to score 
double centuries 


against all the 
countries against 
whom he played in 
Tests? 


*1 /Y Who is the only 
X (J Olympic 
medallist to have won 
the Noble Prize? 
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U . Which great 
Indian 

statesman used to 
remark: “why don’t 
they (India) play their 
second innings first? 
If they do it, they will 
win”? 

T O. Which is the 
X 4m greatest free 
show in sport 7 

1 Q. A former 
X %J Indian Test 
cricketer demanded 
in 1979 that a 
commemorative 
stamp be brought out 
in honour of one 
whom he regarded as 
“the greatest among 
Indian cricketers”. 
Identifv the two. 

M . Who are the 
only players to 
have scored in two 
World Cup soccer 
finals? 

1 C\ Who said the 
X %J following and 
when? — “what is one 
million US dollars 
compared to the love 
of eight million 
Cubans?” 

1 4Z. Which former 
X (JUS President 
was in his youth a 
college football 
player? 

1 "7. The late 
X / heavyweight 
world boxing 
champion was so fond 
of enjoying TV shows 
that nis wire kept TV 
sets in eight rooms 
out of their ten? Who 
was he? 

*1 O. Which national 
X O record-holder 
of India turned bandit 
and was shot dead by 
police in a gun battle? 
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TENNIS CONTROVERSY 


The Umpire 
Strikes Back 



T here was 

minimal outrage 
over John 
McEnroe’s 
default from the 
Australian Open, 
in fact, whatever there 
was came from a 
partisan public. The 
media and a host of 
players justified the 



In January, McEnroe was 
defaulted from the Australian 
Open. In February, Becker 
was nearly defaulted from the 
Stuttgart Classic. Question is: 
are the umpires beginning to 
suffocate the sport? 


default almost gleefully, 
insisting that McBrat 
had gone too far just 
once too often. The role 
of the umpire in this 
ugly, historic event was 
scarcely debated either, 
the reasoning here 
being that McEnroe had 
left him no option. That 
was not perfectly 
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true—Gerry Armstrong 
bad indicted McEnroe 
for ‘unsportmanbke 
conduct’ for staring at a 
lineswoman which 
arguably was an 
overreaction A pool 
interpretation of the 
rules 

McEnroe’s belief that 
he was a victim of sorts 
anti Pat Cash's 
subsequent outburst 
concerning the eroding 
of characters from the 
sport went largely 
unn oticed And then, 
just as the issue looked 
dead and gone. Boris 
Becker opened the coffin 
and revived the corpse 
For Becker’s 
confrontation with 
umpire Richard Ings at 
the Stuttgart Classic 
provided further 
evidenoe that the umpire 
is beooming more of a 
participant rather than 
an observer He is 
forcing the players to 
work within extremely 
tight guidelines, where 
any display of 
emotion—anger to 
despair—oalls for 
censure and 
admonishment 

Becker, who came 
within one violation of 
being defaulted, was 
funous and accused 
Ings as not having the 
guts to disqualify him 
Becker's rage 
notwithstanding, Ings' 
rulings were 
mystifying 

Playing Brod Dyke, 
whom he eventually beat 
7-6,6-4, Becker began 
badly After five 
abeymal games, he 
chipped a ball over the 
netting surrounding the 
oourt only for Ings to 
pounce and warn him 
for *ball abuse’ Becker 
was stupifled and cried, 
"But it wasn’t in anger 
(probably frustration) 1 
didn’t hurt anybody 

w -- 


The role of the 
umpire in the 
McEnroe default 
was scarcely 
debated, the 
reasoning being 
that McEnroe had 
left him no option. 
That was not 
perfectly true... 


What are you doing this 
forc¬ 
ings, unfazed and 
unimpressed, continued 
now by docking Becker 
a penalty point for 
‘unsportsmanlike 
behaviour’ 

Although doubtful, if 
there was suitable 
explanation for Ings’ 
ruling, in the light of his 
earlier decisions there 
was certainly none for 
his subsequent inaction 
Down 0 40 m the first 
game of the second set, 
Becker smashed his 
racket on to the surface 
but Ings, the great bear 
m the chair, this time 
did not even a bat an 
eyelid Had he, Becker 
would have been 
defaulted Inexplicable, 
and the reason why 
Becker labelled him 
'gutless' 

(Obtuse though it may 
sound, McEnroe may be 
livid that Becker wasn’t 
defaulted Not that he 
doesn’t like the German, 
but Inga's refusal to 


Barring skill, 
tannis's 
excitament lies 
with Its variety of 
competitors. To 
snuff out the 
characters' as 
Cash accused 
would render the 
game impoten! 
















Becker, who came 
within one 
violation of being 
defaulted, was 
furious and 
accused Ings of not 
having the guts to 
disqualify him. 
Becker's rage 
notwithstanding, 
Ings’ rulings were 
mystifying 


punish Becker for 
racket abusecould 
strengthen Mac’s belief 
that he is being 
victimised.) 

Becker and his 
manager Ion Tiriac were 
displeased really with 
the first code violation. 
Said Becker: “I asked the 
umpire what he’d given 
it for and then he gives 
me a point penalty. I 
didn’t mind then if I’d 
been defaulted, I didn't 
care. Then he didn't 
have the guts to defatilt 
me". Tiriac put it in 
better perspective when 
he said, "It was uncalled 
for and generated all the 
problems that came 
after”. 

One of the tenets of 
umpiring is not getting 
into arguments with 
players—this, however, 
is often unavoidable. But 
if umpires are intent on 
imposing themselves on 
the match, and too quick 
to assert their authority, 
situations can go out of 
control very fast. 

Ings is a respected, 
competent and highly 
experienced 
umpire—factors which 
make his actions all the 
more astonishing. He 
knows only too well that 
in a competitively 
' charged atmosphere, 
frustration, rage, 
disgust are natural 
by-products of the sport. 









Playeif. have their own 
levels of control, then 
own range ot exhibited 
emotions—lugs just 
cannot judge an 
impassive I^endl, a 
moody Beckei and a 
tempeatous McEnroe by 
the same standards 
Allowances to a certain 
extent, for the human 
variable have to be made 
Furthermore the 
umpire must not 
construct an 
envuonment where the 
player feels threatened 
where each gesture or 
movement, however 
miniscule it may be, is 
pontificated on and 
judged ponderously If 
the game jls bigger than 
the players, it is even 
bigger than the umpire 
Barring skill, tennis’ 
excitement has with its 
variety of competitors 


calls, no MR, 
placaMMiMMs 
responsibility on 
mo umpire 


To snuf 1 out ‘the 
characters’ as Cash 
accused, would render 
the game impotent and 
robotic Certainly the 
players must respect the 
rules and the fact that 
there are limitations on 
their freedoms to 
express themselves But 
the umpire must realise 
the player is entitled to 
some freedoms of 
exprassion too 
Pe -haps the rules 
themselves require a 
honest review 
The reduction of the 
four step rule (warning, 


point penalty, game 
penalty .default) to the 
three step rule 
(warning, point penalty, 
default) that was 
approved by the ATP for 
their new 1990 tour 
made little sense, and 
serves as a warning a 
threat, to players and 
nothing else Barring 
McEnroe really, no one 
else had stretched the 
rules to the utmost 
“Unsportsmanlike 
behaviour" is a matter of 
judgement—there are 
no fixed parameters for 
this “Racket abuse, ball 
abuse (any other) 
equipment abuse" is also 
a judgement call (But 
there is a catch here If X 
hurls his racket to the 
ground, the umpire can 
ignore it If Y hurls his 
racket to the 
ground—and it 


cracks—he gets an 
automatic point penalty 
So, had Becker’s racket 
cracked, he would have 
been defaulted Wooden 
rackets will crack faster 
than metal rackets, and 
metal perhaps faster 
than graphite The same 
with old and new 
rackets So 
hypothetically, racket 
material and racket age 
in a sense oould decide a 
delaut A wild charge 9 
Perhaps not) 

The judgement calls, 
no doubt, place an 
enormous responsibility 
on the umpire’s 
shoulders—but if six 
umpires have *nx 
different inter pi etations 
for the rules, tney must 
realise that six players 
will have six different 
reactions to a fine call, a 
bad shot, poor form If 
umpires continue to nit 
pick and be ae trigger 
happy as Ings, 
subsequent 
confrontations will 
reduce the game to 
farcical levels 
The Becker incident 
will strike a stronger 
chord worldwide 
because, as opposed to 
McEnroe who was the 
‘exception’ (always 
poorly behaved), the 
West German is a 
'normal' guy, very 
rarely unruly If he can 
be hassled and hauled 
up for nearly nothing, 
the rest will fear that 
too And if so, then the 
umpire is creating a 
dreadful atmosphere for 
honest competition 
In treating Boris 
Becker almost as if he 
were a churlish 
schoolboy, Richard Ings 
took on the role of an 
authoritarian 
schoolmaster But he 
isn’t No he is at brat 
supposed to be an 
invigilator of sorts 
RoMtMiMMl 
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ENGLAND-WEST INDIES, FIRST TEST, KINGSTON 


A motley crew 


of Englishmen 


take on a 


full-strength 


West Indian 


outfit...and 


winners! 


T hings sure 
have come a 
long way since 
Sonny 

Ramadhin and 
Alf Valentine 
ensnared England in a 
web of spin one 
afternoon in June 1950 
at Lord’s. Routed in the 
first Test of the 
series—at Old Trafford, 
by 202 runs—the West 
Indies had come into the 
Lord's Test with plenty 
to prove. Clyde Walcott 
smashed a 
swashbuckling 
unbeaten 168, but it was 
the two slightly-built 
spinners, Ramadhin and 
Valentine, who wreaked 
havoc among the 
English batsmen and 
sent them crashing to a 
humiliating 326-run 
defeat. The two spinners 
took 18 of the 20 
English wickets to 
fall. ..and, in the process, 
gave their country its 
first-ever Test win in 
England. 

Much has changed 
since then. The West 
Indies gradually shifted 
their focus to sheer pace 
and subsequently 
dominated international 
cricket. England on the 
other hand, have 


Angus Fraser did the 
Initial dsmsjje with ths 


come out 





















undergone a gradual 
metamorphosis from the 
all-conquering side to a 
motley crew of 
also-rans. Test victories 
for the West Indies, at 
home and elsewhere in 
the cricket-playing 
world, became 
commonplace while 
England struggled to 
retain some vestige of 
pride whenever visitors 
came calling. 

When England took 
on West Indies at Sabina 
Park, Kingston, 

Jamaica in the opening 
Test of their 1990 tour of 
the Caribbean, hardly 
anyone expected much 
of a change in the script 
that has dominated 
England-West Indies 
contests of late. After 
all, this was the same 
England that had just 
one win to show from 
their last 25 Tests; and 
had lost 14 of their last 
15 Tests played against 
West Indies. 

This was an England 
rocked by a large-scale 
exodus to South Africa; 
now desperate for 
remedies and 
rehabilitation. In fact, 
nine of the Englishmen 
together could put 
together less than 50 
Test caps. On the other 
hand, nine of the West 
Indian (and the two 
being left out are none 
less than Viv Richards 
and Gordon Greenidge) 
can boast well over 300 
Test caps. This was an 
England whose pace 
quartet had just 46 
scalps tucked under 
their belts from 21 
Tests. And their 
counterparts in the West 
Indian team had 523 
victims from their 121 
Tests. One, obviously, 
couldn’t be blamed if 
much was not expected 
from England. Even the 
£ 160 , 000 offered by 
Yorkshire Breweries if 


England won the series 
seemed safe. 

But it was not to be. 
England, spearheaded 
by a five-wicket haul by 
paceman Angus Fraser, 
bundled out the West 
Indies for a mere 1 64 in 
their first innings, their 
lowest total against 
England since 
Headingley 1969 when 
they managed just 161. 
Then, with Allan Lamb 
showing the way with a 
stellar 132, they scored 
364 for a commanding 


uncharacteristic Sabina 
Park pitch. 

The primary reason 
for this defeat was 
surely the arrogance 
and over-confidence that 
the West Indians went 
into the match with. 
Having dominated Test 
cricket against England 
in the recent past—the 
last time they lost a Test 
to England was way 
back in 1974 at 
Trinidad—the West 
Indian players must 


and literally threw away 
their wickets. Even the 
feared West Indian paoe 
attack wilted on an 
unresponsive pitch and 
settled into a defensive 
groove that helped 
England break free of 
their psychological 
shackles. That a bowler 
like Malcolm Marshall 
could operate with just 
two slips from the very 
start exhibits the levels 
of defensiveness they 
resorted to. 

England, on the other 
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200-run first innings 
lead, and shot the West 
Indies out again for 240 
and rounded off a 
well-deserved 
nine-wicket win. Their 
first Test victory at 
Sabina Park since the 
one in 1954. 

Looking back at this 
highly improbable 
English win, one can 
outline three factors 
that contributed; the 
West Indian arrogance, 
the English ‘nothing to 
lose’ attitude, and the 


Qooch isdbriifisntty, 

opposition svsry step of 
thsway 


have been under the 
impression that they 
were simply too good for 
the opposition. Indeed, 
they were.. .but only on 
paper. Most of their 
leading batsmen. 
skipper Viv Richards 
being the prime culprit, 
played highly 
irresponsible innings 


hand, came into this 
Test with nothing to 
lose. They had lost half 
their team to the South 
African Rand. And, on 
recent form, were not 
expected to go around 
upsetting any 
apple-carts. Least of all, 
the West Indian one. 

But the pace bowlers 
threw themselves into 
the fitty with gusto. 
Probably determined to 
show their more 
illustrious counterparts 
a thing or two. 
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Gladstone Small, Angus 
Fraser, Devon Malcolm 
and David Capel 
compensated for 
whatever they lacked by 
way of blinding- pace 
with nagging accuracy 
and came out winners. 
Of course, a oouple of 
overambitious 
pulls—from outside the 
off stump—by Viv 
Richards and Carl 
Hooper oertainly helped. 
Then Lamb showed that 
the West Indian 
paoemen could be tamed 
as he took full 
advantage of a Dujon 
let-off to score a oentury. 
Due for a big score at the 
highest level of the 
game, Lamb's knock 
just reinforced the law 
of averages. If you are 


truly talented, and Lamb 
surely is, it’s only a 
matter of time before the 
ball starts roiling your 
way. 

However, one 
shouldn't take away 
from the professional 
approach displayed by 
the Englishmen. All of 
them played well within 
their own 

limitations.. .and to a 
well-thought out plan. 
Images of a fully kitted 
out Jack Russell, 
ducking and weaving 
like a boxer as a 
teammate lobbed balls, 
underarm, at his head 
and shoulders told of a 
well-planned strategy to 
combat the West Indian 
pace attack. The 
bowlers, realising that 
their West Indian 
opponents were prone to 
indiscretion, 
concentrated on keeping 
the ball on the stumps 


and allowed the West 
Indian batsmen to do the 
rest. And the man in 
charge, Graham Gooch, 
marshalled his farces 
oommendably. As the 
West Indian manager 
GUve Lloyd put it: M We 
have batted badly, 
getting out to some 
injudicious shots. But 
England forced the 
errors by bowling such a 
good line. I was also 
very impressed by 
Gooch and his tactics. 

He had done his 
homework on each of 
our batsmen and knew 
what fields to set. It was 
a highly professional 
effort.” 

And finally the pitch. 
Known as a kicker of a 
pitch—it was here that 
Mike Getting had his 
facial features 
rearranged by Marshall 
in 1987—the 1990's 
Sabina Park preferred a 
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■trip of hardly any 
bounce. Even though 
the odd one did rear 
up—Ian Bishop', lifter 
that eventually carried 
to Best had Alec Stewart 
thanking hie stars that 
it thudded into his glove 
and not his faoe—the 
majority of the balls 
tended to keep low. If 
anything, the batsmen 
were in trouble digging 
out the shooters. 

Not surprisingly, the 
West Indian pace 
quartet last heart aa 
they saw the best of their 
efforts harmlessly 
skidding past the 
batsman at knee height. 
Claiming the pitch to be 
inadequately prepared, 
they tucked their tails 
between their legs and 
reeorted to defensive 
manoeuvres. But this 
act didn't fool Lamb who 
remarked “when they 
get a wicket they can 


suddenly double the 
pace—we've seen it so 
often. But when you get 
on top of them, their 
heads go down quite 
quickly." 

Whatever be the 
reason for this 
turnabout in English 
fortunes, it had oome at 
a time when it is sorely 
required. Handing Viv 
Richards his first defeat 
as captain at home will 
give English cricket the 
shot in the arm it so 
desperately requires. 
Moreover it will enliven 
the series. The mighty 
West Indies, one down, 
at home. Maybe that 
Yorkshire Breweries 
money isn't so safe after 
all! 
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WEST INDIES DOMESTIC SEASON 




RED STRIPE CUPHHHi 

■■■■■ 


Going Leewards! 


A round-up of the first class Caribbean domestic season 


I N winning the 
1990 Red Stripe 
Cup, the Leewards 
dominated from the 
very start of the 
West Indies season, 
and unlike the 1989 
season, when three 
countries had a chance 
of winning as the last 
round started, the 
Leewards were almost 
certain of victory at the 
end of the third round. 

In their opening 
match against Barbados 
at Kensington Oval they 


lost their captain, Viv 
Richards, with a broken 
finger on the first day, 
and he only returned to 
the side for their last 
match against Jamaica, 
after Richardson had 
done an excellent job as 
substitute. 

Despite a fighting, 
undefeated 77 by 
Franklyn Stephenson, 
Barbados were all out 
for 185, and good 
allround batting saw 
Leewards to a useful 
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first-innings score of 
325. Barbados did 
marginally better in 
their second innings, 
scoring 262, with 
Ambrose taking 4 for 
55. Leewards, needing 
112 for victory, won by 
seven wickets. 

In their next game, 
against Guyana in St 
Kitts on a pitch which 


RED STRIPE CUP 


nr o 


Leeward Island’s 
promising 18-year-old 
allrounder Hamesh 
Anthony: tipped for Test 
stardom In the future 

fell short of first-class 
quality, the Leewards, 
won in a low-scoring 
contest. Richardson 
carved out 125 not out 
as the Leewards fell for 
245, but Guyana could, 
make only 129 in reply 
as Kenneth Benjamin 
took 3 for 33 and new 
cap Hamesh Anthony 3 
for 19. Runs were scarce 
when the Leewards built 
on their useful lead, and 
they made only 212, 


















with Lynden Joseph, 
fresh from success in 
Zimbabwe, picking up 4 
for 87. Leewards, with 
only 82 left for victory, 
won by eight wickets. 

The new champions 
found the wicket no 
better at Guaracara 
Park, in South Trinidad, 
but were lucky to bowl 
first, and dismissed 
Trinidad for 88 as 
Kenneth Benjamin took 
3 for 22. Leewards 
replied with 145 
thanks to a superb 77 
not out by their 
wicketkeeper 
Livingston Harris. 
Offspinner Noel 
Guishard then spun out 
the home country, 
taking 5 for 24, and the 
Leewards, in chasing a 
target of 134, won by 
eight wickets. 

In familiar conditions 
in Antigua, the 
Leewards dismissed the 
Windwards for 257 and 
then recorded the 
highest score of the 
competition (526) 
through centuries by 
Richardson. Arthurton 
and new cap Stuart 
Williams. Despite a 
brave innings of 66 by 
Middlesex's Neil 
Williams, who was 
forced to retire hurt 
with a broken hand, the 
Windwards mustered 
only 254 and lost by an 
innings. 

Defending champions 
Jamaica had no luck 
with the weather in the 
Eastern Caribbean after 
gaining early points in 
their two home matches. 
In their opening game 
they were led by 
Trinidad & Tobago on 
first innings after they 
had recorded 203. 
Trinidad & Tobago 
replied with 205, but an 
excellent 108 by West 
Indies B team batsman 
Jimmy Adams saw 
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SOVIET 

SUCCESS 


ft Y NELSON l*£NA 


E VERY four years when the Soviets leave 
the Olympics with their baggage full of 
medals about 29 per cent more than 
Americans at last count—you hear the 
sa me exi uses They're really pros, they're 
trained from birth they’re on steroids 
Maybe there s some truth to those arguments, 
but they also serve to obscure the tact that when it 
comes to athletic training the Russians have 
sprinted ahead ol t he rest of the world Soviet 
judo competitors sharpen their skill by 
practising against remote-control robots 
Endurance at hletes renew their strength with 
hypnotic naps And Soviet scientists are 
perlectmg weight machines that can duplicate 
the exact motions required m specific sports 
“Considering their training advantage, I m 
surprised we even do as well as we do “ says Ed 
Burke. Pli 1) former director of the U S Cycling 
Federation s Center for Science. Medicine, and 
Technology 'Wo conduct a lot of research in this 
country, but they re far ahead of us when it 
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comes to applying the information.” 

Many of the Soviets' training techniques, 
according to some American experts, were 
"borrowed" from research that originated in 
other countries But even if the ideas cnee 
belonged to others, the Russians plucked them 
out of obscurity and refined them to the point 
where they can be put to use, systematically, on 
all their athletes We live in a country founded on 
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individuality, we’re not about to enforce such 
uniform, systematic training 1 methods on our 
Olympic contenders So the Soviets get the gold 
and the credit for the concepts 
But as details of Soviet sports training emerge 

theUS is beginning to take notice While 

American experts dismiss a few of the Soviet 
approaches as the sports equivalent of voodoo, 
many elite coaches and athletes are adopting 


Some athletes reach their peak only when 
they are angry. Some need to be scared. 
Others exhibit subtle physical symptoms 
that signal their peak. Vasily Alexeyev, the 
former Soviet Olympic champion 
weightlifter, always felt a tingling in his 
jaw when he was inspired. Eventually, he 
was able to initiate the tingling using 
mental techinques 
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modified vet sions of others Michael Yessis, 

Ph D ed itor of the American journal Soviet 
Sports Review and a frequent visitoi to Russia 
points out five training c oncepts from the 
Olympic superpowex that he thinks may be 
valuable 

1) CONTROLLED EXPLOSIONS * MW* 

Nowhei e is the Soviet edge more obvious than 
in the area of strength training ‘ It took years foi 
Americans to realise that you have to hit weights 


'*7 it 



Danis Kula USSR’s 1980 Olympic 
javelin champion 


to get stronger Yessis says When we do catch 
on we go overboard There are linemen who can 
bench press 500 or 600 pounds but who move like 
tortoises ” 

Since most strength training techniques tend 
to undermine an athlete’s quickness, Soviet 
researchers developed a technique called 














so each stage can stretch from a few weeks before 
a competition to years. 

In the preparation stage, a Soviet cyclist, for 
example, might spend a week playing soccer, 
another playing basketball, cross-training in 
ways that complement his main sport. In the 
specialized stage, he focuses exclusively on his 
own sport and schedules more rest days than in 
earlier stages, cutting down on taxing workouts 
so he can be at his best for competition. In the 
competitive stage, he concentrates on strategy 
and turns his attention to refining his technique 
Game day comes during this stage. In the 
transitional stage after the competition, the 
athlete takes it easy. He doesn't become 
sedentary, but he doesn’t keep a specific training 
schedule, either. This is the period that keeps 
Soviet athletes from burning out. 

Soviet coaches take periodization to its extreme 
in planning a youngster's career, For instance, 
they believe it takes 9 to 12 years to develop an 
Olympic volleyball player. So. according to 
Yessis, when a player is between the ages of 10 
and 15, the coach maps out his entire athletic 
career using the four stages—only in this case 


Soviet judo competitors sharpen their skill 
by training against remote-control robots. 
Endurance athletes renew their strength 
with hypnotic naps. And Soviet scientists 
are perfecting weight machines that can 
duplicate the exact motions required in 
specific sports 



the stages are extended from weeks to years. In 
many cases, the young Olympian peaks while the 
world watches. 



Americans call it being “in a groove." In the 
USSR it’s known by a more formal name: “The 
State of Optimal Functioning. ” Either way, it 
means the same thi ng, and finding it is what 
athletic training is all about. 

Not surprisingly, the Soviet approach is 
scientific and systematic. Its intricacies were 
revealed by Grigori Raiport, M.D.. Ph D.. a 
former motivational psychologist for the Soviet 
Olympic team who defected to the US in 1977. 

Apparently, Soviet athletes attend a 
sports-psychology program for six months, 
then practise what they’ve learned for 10 to 15 
minutes a day for the rest of their careers. The 
> goal: to call up that athletic groove on demand. 
The how: knowing exactly what it feels like to be 
at one’s best and using mental techniques to 
replicate this feeling for the next competition. 

Some athletes reach their peak only when 
they’re angry. Some need to be scared. Others 


exhibit subtle physical symptoms that signal 
their peak. Vasily Alexeyev. the former Soviet 
Olympic champion weight lifter, always felt a 
tingling in his jaw when he was inspired. 
Eventually, he was able to initiate the tingling 
using mental techniques. 

In any event, the Soviets say success comes to 
people who can consciously select what to absorb 
into their minds and what to ignore. To develop 
that power, their athletes practise by doing 
things like turning on two radios set to different 



stations, each with a person talking at the same 
volume. The athlete focuses on listening to one of 
the voices and tries to remain oblivious to the 
other. He then switches his attention to the other 
voice, then back again. By doing this just five 
minutes a day for a week, he may enhance his 
ability to screen out distractions, and in time, he 

. 
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may even be able to switch trom one to the other 
at the snap of a finger 
But even superior mind control can be 
compromised by stress Soviet research indicates 
that one-third of all athletes perform below their 
potential due to stress So Soviet jocks perform 
mental exercises at the beginning and end of each 
day to enhance performance and reduce anxiety 
The most common form is visualization, m 
which the athlete visualizes himself performing 
an activity perfectly again and again The Soviets 
know that just thinking about a movement fires 
the same neural connections as actually 
performing the motion 
Of course, visualization is becoming a fairly 
widespread sports-training technique m the U S 
too But interestingly, Americans—forever 
influenced by television often make a crucial 
mistake when adopting this concept We t?nd to 
visualize m slow motion rather than full speed 




Unlike the United States, where much of an 
athlete's time is spent on general fitness training 
the Soviets try to make all their workouts apply 
directly to their sport cross training mainly to 
avoid burnout 

“The whole concept of spocificity has yet to hit 
the United States on a broad scale," Yessis says 
"But it's an absolutely basic part of the Soviet 
system ” 

The Soviets have learned a lot about 
sport-specific motion by perfecting the art of 
biomechanical analysis, studying how an 
athlete s body moves without actually interfering 
■with the movements They have developed the 
most advanced electronic measurement 
techniques in the world These devices have 
enabled them to construct a number of intriguing 
training aids, like robotic traming partners for 
fencers judoists and wrestlers These 
leather covered radio-controlled robots with 
computer innards can be programmed to spar 
with an athlete m training, the perfect opponent, 
programmed by a coach to provoke all the right 
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Yessis points out that when American athletes 
train with weights for sport-specific movement, 
they often do so in unproductive ways For 
example, quarterbacks in the U S usually do 
cable-pull exercises with the arm in an “L" shape 
upper arm in line with the shoulder and the lower 
arm at a right angle to the ground, pointing 
toward the ceiling But the Soviets have analysed 
the biomechanics of throwing and fount} that the 
power required for passing is actually needed 
earlier m the motion, when the arm is cocked all 
the way back, almost parallel to the gi ound By 
starting the exercise when the arm position is 
already midway through the throwing motion, 
Americans concentrate almost exclusively on 
strengthening the follow-through rather than 


the actual throw itself 

Many American teams tend to build endurance 
by the more general method of simply running 
laps, reserving court moves for the game itself 
Soviet basketball players build endurance with 
drills that require them to run down the court 
performing moves they use in actual play—cuts, 
slides, bursts and jumps The Soviets brand of 
specific training is a simple concept, but it 
probably helped them win the basketball gold in 
1988 


When the workout's over, Soviet athletes don't 
head to a local watering hole to relax. Instead, 




they work on recovering their strength 
One method the Soviets commonly us* is 
electrical stimulation Small devices at e uM»d to 
send a mild electrical current through must les 
stimulating a prolonged contraction 

The Soviets are also experimenting with the 
recuperative power s of hypnotically ind uced 
sleep After a workout an athlete enters a tent 
where a doctor induces a hypnotic sleep for two 
4 . or three minutes The relaxation is so complete 
that one study showed that swimmers could train 
between 50 and 100 per cent longer when they 
knew they could recuperate immediately after the 
workout 


integral part of the 
training Like almost ever ything else m the 
Soviet Union, they require a specific procedure 
An athlete doesn't just wander into the sauna | 

•ifter practice, he has to wait an hour or two In 
the interim, ho showers and wipes his skin di y to 1 
lower his body temperature The Russians believe 
this cooldown stimulates greater release of 
wastes from the body through sweating w ben the 1 
athlete enters the sauna Some American expeits 
may scoff at this, citing research that shows few 
toxins are leased this way, but the Soviets claim 
that the athlete is more likely to return strong the 
following day It's another example of their 
systematic—and successful— Soviet sports 
philosophy • 
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WORLD SOCCER 


PLAY IT 
AGAIN. REF? 

The Tyson knock out has put boxing referees under the microscope. But 
the pressure to make instant—and correct—judgements is the same for 
arbiters in any sport. In a look at foul play in football, BRIAN GLANVILLE 
examines whether video playbacks should be used by referees. 
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impeded as he went tot hallcnge 
for a cornel and the seorecoulil 
have tieen ruled out 
Hut whether the Roal was It gal 
or not it once again poses t he 
question Should theie be action 
replays for 1 pierces' 

KIP A think not Campanati 
president of the Italian i eft i oes 
association is m favour but got 
nowhere when he drscussed the 
idea recently with KIP A sr11 i»tar\ 
Sepp Blatter 

‘Football said Blatter is a 


IKHV splnuiicl it would be If it were 
possible to eliminate error from soccer, 
especially from Us most important 
gsftos. But cap it bo done? 


umveisal sport whose last qiulitv 
is its mime chat v lonnki it tew 
te < hint al would be 
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bac k when the \ will mevdahh 
i oil in and swamp him 
The ae tion re'plav is -.oine thing 
terribly new end te e e lit in i spot t 
which is now some 1 JO \e us old 
It certainly putsexti t pressure on 
referees whose clt i isions c onu 
under intense str utinv from the 
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television cameras soon after a 
major game is over 
Yet to err is human and the 
perfect refexee, the impeccable 
linesman, have yet to be born 
Did a foul take place inside or 
outside the penalty areas 9 How 
often has that been a bone of 
contention and how often have 
television cameras proved the 
releree to be wrong 9 

T HE notorious 1985 

European Cup Final at 
Heyeel Stadium, Brussels, 
was- once the carnage was over 
and the football started won by a 
penalty of dubious origin 
Gillespie, the Liverpool 
centre-back, tripped his man, a 
cynical ‘ professional foul’, just 
outside the peanlty box but the 
referee awarded a penalty. from 
which Michel Platini shot the only 
goal of the game 
In the European Championship 
Final m Rome five years earlier, 
Uli Stiehke. the German sweeper, 
brought down the Belgian Van 
derElstjuat outside the area The 
referee in this case too, awarded a 
penalty, which was converted 
although the West Germans went 
on to win 

On each of these occasions it 
was hard to have much sympathy 
with the perpetiators Had the 
‘ professional ioul” rule, briefly 


employed m the English League, 
and now seemingly to be 
resurrected been in force, both of 
them would have been 
automatically sent off 

Yet, had a television monitor 
been available, on the side of the 
pitch, it would have told the 
referee at a mere glance that the 
fouls had been committed outside 
the area 

Let us take some other, 
notorious, incidents, above all tht 
“Hand of God” goal scored against 
England by Diego Maradona m 
the Aztec Stadium in the 1986 
World Cup 

Steve Hodge hooked the ball, 
somewhat rashly, over his head 
Maradona leaped with England 
goalkeeper Peter Shilton Up went 
his hand to divert the ball into 
goal The mexpenenoed African 
referee, getting no advice from his 
linesman, awarded the goal A 
shocked and demoralised England 
team quickly gave away another, 
and were beaten 

“It was like a man who had just 
had his wallet stolen,” said an 
Italian journalist to me after the 
game "The English defence was 
still m a state of shock ” 

Some years earlier, I remember 
watching a vital World Cup 
qualifying game between Wales 
and Sootland, played on the 
Liverpool ground The ball came 


high into the Welsh penalty box A 
hand went up and diverted it The 
French referee assumed the hand 
was Welsh, and gave a penalty, 
which was converted 
But the hand belonged to the 
Scotland centre-foward Joe 
Jordan TV would show it plainly 
Wales would lose, and be 
eliminated 

HERE is nothing new about 
such injustices and they do 
not solely involve foul play 
Indeed, they are as old as football 
itself Take the infamous Over the 
Lme goal of 1933 which virtually 
decided the FA Cup Final Arsenal 
were a goal ahead against 
Newcastle United when a long ball 
was booted towards then 
goal line Richardson the 
Newcastle mside-nght tore aftei 
it He reached it—but was it before 
or after it went over the line 9 
Richardson crossed it, anyway 
The Ai senal defenders stopped 
convinced the ball was out of play 
Allen the Newcastle United 
centre-forward headed it into the 
net A goal was given 
Arsenal took it like sportsmen 
(it was another era then) 

Newcastle got anothei goal 
through Allen and went on to win 
the Cup 

There wasn’t of course any 
television then but newsxeel 
cameras would show beyond a 
doubt that the ball was over the 
hne before Richardson reached it 
So Arsenal had been cheated 

OW splendid it would be if 
it were possible to eliminate 
error from soccer 
especially from its most important 
games 

But can it be done 9 Do we know 
even now whether the goal Geoff 
Hurst scored to put England back 
m the lead, 3-3, m the World Cup 
Final of 1966 was valid or not 9 
Had the ball crossed the line 9 As 
one who worked on the official him 
GOAL' and looked endlessly at the 
moviola, I still don't know 
The camera may not he, but it 
does not always give you the 
whole truth 

Yet given the technological 
advances of the age, oouid referees 
not do with some help—even if it 
were available only at the higher 
levels of the game 9 # 
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KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


T HIS week we’re 
dealing with yet 
another three-step 
movement: two 
straight punches and 
one uchi-mawashi-giri 
(the roundhouse kick 
performed from inside 
to outside) from kumite- 
dachi. 

Standing in kumite- 
daohi, hands held up to 
guard face, throw a 
straight punch with the 
left hand. Flicking the 
hand back, throw a 
straight punch with the 
right hand Using the 


forward momentum cre¬ 
ated by the punch, 
swing the hips slightly 
inward and deliver a 
uchi-mawashi-giri with 
the right leg, ankle 




flexed to form a knife- 
edge with the edge of the 
foot. 

This combination is 
especially effective when 
your opponent has drop¬ 
ped his right hand, pro¬ 
viding the opening for 
your kick. It is also a 
good defense against an 
attack by a sword wield¬ 
ing assailant. 

By Shivaii Ganguly 
Kyokushinkai-kan karate 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHALLA 


■ • -m 


Throw a straight punch 
with the left hand 




Follow it up with another straight 
punch with the right hand 


Complete the sequence 
with a uchi-mawashi-giri 
with the right leg 
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INTERVIEW BY MUDAR PATKERYA 


IMRAN 

KHAN 

ON 

RETIRE MF.K 


HIS DUKES A MUSLIM. 
HIS PRIVATE LIFE. 

HiS TEMPER. 



HIS FAN-MAIL 
HIS BALDNESS. 
HIS SHYNESS. 
HIS MAGAZINE. 
HIS WARDROBE. 

DIVORCE. 

AND MOTIVATION. 







SPORTSWORLD: Are you 
intending to retire after the 
Australian tour? 

IMRAN KHAN: I am not 
taking any decision with 
regard to my future 
now. Having done so 
once, 1 think it is 
pointless pre-empting 
the future when one has 
no control over it. 

'No control’? What do you 
mean? 

One doesn't, because 
circumstances change. 
What I am thinking now 
may not be the case in 
March or October. There 
is no point in taking a 
decision now. 

Is it going to be a 
snap-decision? 

Rather, it is going to be 
a carefully-considered 
one. 

Do you ever realise how 
fortunate you have been? 
You have derived more 
'izzat' in your career than 
most cricketers do in a 
lifetime? 


As a Muslim I 
believe that 
‘izzat’ and ‘zillat'* 
are both in the 
hands of the 
Almighty 


Definitely. Every day I 
thank the Almighty for 
this. As a Muslim I 
believe that ‘izzat’ (fame) 
and ‘zillat’ (disgrace) are 
both in the hands of the 
Almighty, and I think 
him for all the ‘izzat’ that 
he has given me. 

I have seen the reception 
you get from the crowds in 
Pakistan. There are crowds 
waiting to merely have a 
look at you—outside the 
pounds, hotels etc. It's 
quite amazing that you've 
got adulation coming from 
all sides without you trying 
for it consciously. 

Here you are wrong. I 
have tried consciously 
for it, harder than any 
cricketer you know 
internationally. I never 


considered it hard work 
though. Prom the age of 
18 onwards, it was my 
greatest desire to fulfil 
the potential Ood had 
given me. I did not want 
to waste my talent. 

As an 18-year-old did you 
realise that you were 
talented? 

Yes, because I was better 
than the boys in my 
school. 1 was a good 
sportsman and that was 
saying much because we 
had a fairly high 
standard in Aitchison 
College, Lahore. But I 
was different from the 
other boys of-my age in 
that I was ambitious. My 
aims were always 
higher than that of the 
others. I cannot forget 
that even in my first 
Test in 1971, whereas 
most cricketers my age 
would have hoped for 
two or three wickets and 
a place in the following 
game, I was aiming for 
nothing less than 10 
wickets in the Test plus 
a century. Don’t forget, I 
was 18, it was my Test 
debut and I hardly knew 
anything of cricket, and 
yet.. .this made me strive 
all the time. Even when I 
was nominated the Best 
All Rounder in England 
at the age of 23 in 1976, 
most cricketers would 
have been satisfied. But I 
was not...I was 
dissatisfied. I wanted to 
do better. Even in the 
game against 
Lancashire when I took 
13 wickets and scored a 
hundred, I wanted to do 
more. When I look at 
what I was in those days 
and compare that with 
the talent and the 
motivation that some of 
the current Pakistan 
players have, I am 
disappointed. They are 
not ambitious enough 
which means they are 
not driven enough. I 
used to come back from 
a long season in 
England and be at the 








nets the following: day at 
the Lahore Gym. I doubt 
if that happens with 
most of the boys today. 
And yet, I never found it 
hard work. It was a sort 
of therapy for me. 
Mental relaxation. 

You say you work harder 
than most cricketers I know 
of. How hard would that be? 
Since 1 am an 
all-rounder, I have had 
to work on two aspects. 1 
would have been a better 
batsman in the record 
books had I 

concentrated only on it. 
At one stage, Pakistan 


needed my fast bowling 
badly. In the Sydney 
Test, 1976-77, Pakistan 
went into the Test with 
just two fast bowlers on 
a green top. Sarfraz and 
I bowled all day. I was 
just 23 but the pressure 
was building on me to 
succeed as a fast bowler 
at the cost of my batting 
And I rarely ever broke 
down (compare this to 
with the number of 
young fast bowlers who 
are missing Test 
matches due to fitness 
problems) apart from 
the stress fracture and a 



ALONE IS NONSENSE!' 

Why Imran prefers to stay single. 

One of your quotes has been that a bachelor lives the 
life of a king when 25 and that of a dog when 60. 
Hasn’t it bothered you that you are not married and 
time may be running out? 

Who knows of the future? Everyone needs 
companionship, whether young or old. You 
can get it from a female friend or a male friend. 
Companionship is important, but to Bay that 
one can get it only firom a marriage is non 
sense. You can have the loneliest time in a 
marriage. I strongly believe that I will not get 
married until I can do justice to it. Another 
human being's life depends on me. Marriage is 
a very serious thing, especially bringing kids 
into this world. I don’t think people should 
take this step unless they are sure they nn.n do 
justice to it. Look at the number of 
divorces...look at the number of kids who 
grow up stunted because of unhappy 
marriages...look at the number of women 
ruined because of broken marriages. In our 
part of the world, women face a difficult time 
once divorced. And here I confess that I have 
never felt that I would be up to it—six months 
in one place, four months in another would not 
be fair to a wife. 

Why haven’t most cricketers thought this way then? 
People are different. Maybe it suited them 
anyway. But I do know a lot of cricketers who 
put pressure on thir marriages. 


‘Marriage is a very serious ihiny;. 
especially brinyiny kids into this 
world' 



couple of other muscle 
pulls I used to spend an 
hour each day 
exclusively to improve 
my fitness as a fast 
bowler. Intensive 
training nearly 36S 
days a year. Unlike 
Daley Thomson’s six 
hours-a-day rotuine, I 
never found mine 
laborious. 

You mentioned that you 


myself, relaxing and 
shooting and not at the 
Bagh-i-Jinnah ground 
as the rumour goes. 
Two, I hate public places 
while training. I hate 
interruptions because 
hangers-on generally 
stop to watch me or ask 
me questions or engage 
me in conversation. 
Earlier on, I used to 
train at the 


out. 

Dou you find all these gins 
screaming your name from 
the stands, or even 
grown-ups running for your 
autograph, and the overall 
attention you get 
comforting to your ego? 

It mattered a lot when I 
was young. I was 
surprised that people 
were actually chanting 
my name the first time I 



thank the Almighty for all 
the ‘izzat’ that you have got. 
Does it mean that you say 
the’namaaz'? 

Yes, it is ’namaaz’ 
morning and night. I try 
not to miss it. 

There is a story doing the 
rounds that you went 
through a crisis after the 
Reliance Cup. You weren’t 
recognised when you went 
out for jogs and you found it 
hard to adjust to this 
sudden absence of 
adulation. 

It is biggest load of 
nonsense I have heard. 
For two reasons—one, 
after the Reliance Cup 1 
was in the mountains by 


Bagh-i-Jinnah but ended 
up sweating it out at 
Zaman Park, which is 
where I live. Physical 
training has a lot to do 
with mental therapy , 
unwinding and sorting 
one’s mind out. It has 
never worked for me to 
train at public parka. So 
the rumour that people 
failed to acknowledge 
me at the Bagh-i-Jinnah 
after the Reliance Cup is 
not true. 

What is this ‘sorting one’s 
mind out’? 

Any problem basically, 
cricket or personal. I 
find that they dissolve 
while one is working 


MOMUOON NUMBS 


was noticed. It started in 
Australia in 1970-77.1 
was bewildered at the 
attention I got in India 
in 1979. So surprised 
that I would often tell 
myself that it must be 
someone else in the team 
and not me that these 
people were after. I felt 
like an impostor. But 
then as you grow older 
you tend to become 
philosophical. You 
realise that all the 
attention is mainly 
transitory and this 
adulation is fickle. 
People love you only 
until you do badly. This, 
in turn, puts pressure 


on an individual as the 
general expectation 
becomes high after you 
do well, and should you 
then fail these very 
people can become quite 
nasty. This is what I 
hate most; if you asked 
me of my preferences, 
not getting rudeness 
would be on top. 

Are people rude to you? 
Every now and then 
there are instances. But 
I insist, I would rather 
not get the adulation 
and attention if at the 
same time I were not to 
get the rudeness as well. 
1 detest it. Even as a 
child, I hated any form 


‘I say the 
‘namaaz’ morning 
and night. I lay 
net to miss it’ 


of rudeness in friends 
and others. 

Did your family upbringing 
have anything to do with 
this? Was not being rude 
stressed at home? 

I was born with it I 
suppose. Or maybe the 
family environment also 
helped. People of my 
family have been known 
to kill if insulted. It’s 
very much a Pat han 
thing. 

Coming back to your 
high-profile image, does the 
exposure put your private 
life under the microscope? 
That is to be expected. I 
am not one of the public 
figures who is shocked 
when someone tries to 
expose my private life. If 
you have something to 
hide, you should expect 
it. I have been fortunate 
though. In my case 
there hasn’t been much 
to hide. 

Do you also have problems 
like the majority of the 
commo n people? For 
example, not being able to 








afford something? Or even 
bored with life? 

It depends on what one's 
needB are Mine are not 
many and the few that I 
have are quite 
straightforward And 
yes, boredom I have a 
low threshold ol 
boredom Contrasts 
stimulate me lhate 
stereotypes m people 
and places 1 relish 
originals 

Do you lose your temper 
often? 

Yes, but again, mainly 
from people being rude 
Apart from that 1 lose 
my temper on the 
pricket field 
I have seen you for years 
now. Your image appears to 
be a carefully-cultivated 
one. You won’t endorse just 
any product, you won't be 
photographed without your 
shirt. I mean, you won't 
consciously do certain 
things because you are 
Imran Khan. 

Sadly 1 posed without a 
ehirt in my younger 
days w hen I was raw 
and nevei understood 
the full implications 1 
saw the results and felt 
silly Why did 1 need to 
do it, I asked myself 9 
Why pose like a model 9 1 
didn’t want myself to be 
associated with a pretty 
face Besides, I wouldn't 
want to endorse more 
products than I already 
have I did a commercial 
for a friend in India a 
few years ago, but made 
sure that I didn't make 
an ass of myself I made 
sure T didn’t have to put 
soap on my face and say 
'I use Cuithol’ Maybe 
the fear probably steins 
from a certain fear of 
how my mother and 
sisters would reset to 
what 1 would do. The 
prime consideration was 
not to project a oertaln 
kind of Image. It was 
basically not to make a 
fool of myself Which is 


‘As a Muslim I am 
a fatalist’ 


why I haven't acted in 
films I would look so 
foolish 

Have you ever wished you 
lived the life of a common 
man, happily married, 
taking the family out for a 
picnic or the wife to films? I 
asked this because a 
sportsman like Boris Becker 
wishes he was an 
anonymous young man, 
able to walk the streets 
without being bothered. 
Never (laughs) I have 
no regrets about my life, 
maybe one or I don't 
remember I try to learn 
from bad experiences 
But if you say 'married 
with kids’ then no 
regrets' 

There is this book by 
Frances Edmonds whore 
she writes that she 
encountered you in one of 
your depressed moods, and 
you rued that a palmist had 
piedicted that what was 
happening to you was 
inevitable. You and a 
fatalist?! 

As a Muslim I am Islam 
clearly states that fate 
and destiny is in God’s 
hands and one can 
change it only through 
prayer or working hard 
You appear to be quite 
sentimental. The efhtr day 
you were wearing a WSC 
shirt that must have 
survived 10 years. 
Thirteen in foot' 1 didn’t 
know where all my 
shirts had disappeared, 
so I pulled one out and it 
turned out to be this one 
It was lying in a corner 
of the cupboard lam 
surprised it survived so 



‘WHY I AM 
ANTI-COLONIALF 


Imran Khan on the pride of being a 
Pakistani. 


You am known for your staunch anti-colonial stance. 
People like Haaeeb Ahsan have also come 
through as anti-oolonial Barber we had 
managers to England who dressed like 
Englishmen and insisted on the team members 
turning out immaculately as British 
schoolboys. Speaking man English accent and 
all that. Haseeb was different; he made it clear 
on that 1987 tour that be wasn’t going to take 
rubbish from the English press When they 
jumped on him, he stood up and fought it out 
He said he wasn't interested in a life 
membership of the MCC, wasn’t interested m 
sitting m the Long Room at Lord’s years later 
tossy ‘Old boy, I brought that Pakistan team 
herein 1987!’ 

I don’t know whether you are aware of t hie, 
but the Pakistan team in Australia will not 
wear blazers and ties for official function? rut 
s&lwar-kameez and a sherwam This is a 
popular move by our boys They strongly feel 
that blazers is not their culture What would 
they be trying to prove if they togged 
themselves out as Englishmen 9 The 
resurgence in one’s own values is there. I saw 
It rise in Pakistan in the Seventies when we 
started moving away from colonialism. It was 
no longer trendy m Lahore to talk English 
with an accent. We started going back to our 
roots. Since we were liberated not too long 
back, the complex has taken time to go When I 
came into the game in 1971 we were told to 
forget about heating England; they said the 
English system wae too good for us 1 
remember that Majid was my hero, but Majid’s 
hero was a batsman called Parfltt Things have 
changed now Boys look up at the batsmen of 
their own countries as heroes these days And 
yes, Viv Richards is also strongly 
anti-oolonial. People like him are coming 
through now. 

You mentioned ‘liberated’. Do you feel that this 
Hbaration has not coma about in our minds? 
Exactly. The worst of colonialism was not that 
they took out of the country and enriched 
themselves. Not even exploitation. The worst 
of ookmlallsm was the mental domination The 
lack of self-respeat and pride. The greatest 
disaster of ooionlalism has been our inferiority 
complex. 


"The worst of colonialism was the 
mental domination. The lack of 
self-respect and pride. The greatest 
disaster of colonialism has been our 
inferior complex' 


u 







‘As a Muslim it is my duty to give 
l/40th of my income to charity’ 


long | 

You are also editor of a 
high-profile cricket 
magazine. What was the 
reason for starting it 7 
Straight lurward One 
there was not one really 1 
international cricket 
magazine Two, the 
Third Woi Id opinion 
was not being reflected 
in any of the existing 1 


international 
magazines The West 
has a strong press and 
all we were coming 
across were views like 


‘Pakis ai e c heat b 1 hate 
playing sport not m a 
fairway Winning 
unless fair is 
meaningless Therefore 


it affected me when I 
found that the odd 
English cricketei was 
not straight or that 
there has been the odd 
. English umpire who has 
I been crooked And yet 
they got away with it 
| Our umpir es were 
labelled cheats when 
they made mistakes Or 
when one of our players 


‘I AM SHY, WOT THE PARTY ! WO TYPE!’ 

Imran Khan on himself 


Someday you will have to transit loan anonymous 
Imran Khan, How will you be able to taka the 
change? Any w i t hdr awa l symptoms that you 
envisage? 

It is a hypothetical question and 1 don't know 
what might happen I guess I will adjust easier 
than other* In the public eye beOause I am 
essentially a private person I don’t geo to public 
places and am not the partying type either I 
move within a small circle of friends that 
hasn’t changed since my school days I am not 
the type who finds new sopial groups from 
time to time I am not a big entertainer My 
greatest enjoyment is a shjpot in the wilderness 
or trekking 1 think I am shy, not an extrovert 
If I happen to enter a room full of people, I will 
not be the assert ive one I would be the one to 
keep quiet So perhaps eomeone like me xnay 
not have that much of a problem adjusting to 
anonymity as would probably someone who 


does the social circuit from Ascot to Monte 
Carlo Or from Lahore parties to Karachi's 
New Year parties to Bombay I am not that 
type 

Yotif public Image is just the opposite—that of an 
arrogant, jetset, hot-shot five-star mover. 

That’s not me I am a man with simple tastes I 
am not extravagant I do my shopping fbr 
clothes once a year I have never been a 
clothes-man I don’t have a huge wardrobe-sort 
of thing X just love my salwar-kameea and 
jeans 

i noticed, lor exampta, Hud you hate been wearing 
your ten boots for«tong time. 

(Laughs) i am not ifctodressing 
love food, bathers again the ewttplar th*> v i 
better Just last sight syilijig* jf 

outside Sialkot to see someone and had my unit ” 
fbpd in a long timslhwfe! " i>\ „ 
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‘I HAVE PEOPLE COMING TO MY HOUSE 
EVERY PAY FOR HELP 

Imran Khan on charity and the cancer hospital 


Hew concerned ere you about the needy and the 

POO ft 

Very, though it would be wrong to 
that I was born with this Experiences ohange 
you and here I will confess that my mother’s 
death changed me It brought me Uaoe to tact 
with the reality of the Pakistan Health Servioe. 
I realised that even people with money can't do 
much besides suffering, I actually saw an old 
man suffer not because he had cancer, but 
beoause his brother did He couldn’t do a thing. 
He didn’t have the money to pay for his 
brother’s treatment. I was touched; it made me 
wake up to the fleet that in my country the 
medicines are expensive, the people poor and 
the facilities negligible Besides, oanoer re¬ 
quires the most expensive treatment and if you 
have a dose relative who is suffering from it, 
you may not be able to do much more than just 
watching the person die in pain My mother 
was the person closest to me Her death 
changed me My ambitions also changed. 
From someone who would have gone into in¬ 
dustry, made a lot of money and lived comfort¬ 
ably. my attitude now changed to 1 have got 
enought money for my needs, am living com¬ 
fortably, and there is no limit to the amount of 
money one can keep desiring’ I concluded that 
I would derive more satisfaction from doing 
something for the needy and the suffering. 

Something like Abdus Sattar Edtti in your country? 

I can’t 


Hying to Hko him et lead? 
that man has done ao much, that to compare 
myself to him would be silly He has devoted 
his entire life to tide poor and suffering of 
P a ki sta n . I am going to try my best to do 
something like that. If 1 can set up a cancer 
hospital in Pak i st a n I would oonstder that a 
great achievement 

I’ve heard a story that an old lady from Hyderabad 
wrote a iottor to you in blood asking for Ri 15,000— 
and you had it delivered. 

It’s not generosity, but a duty As a Muslim I 
have to give ’sakaat*.. 

Do you give ‘zakaat’? 

Of oouree, I do It is my duty as a Muslim to 
give 1/4 Oth of my income to chanty 

Do you ever sit twek and think of the problems of the 
poor? How the avenge man mokes his ends meet, for 
example? 

It might surprise you but this goes through 
my mind every day I have people coming to 
my house every day for help Sadly 1 can’t help 
everyone with money Just the other day, 
someone asked me for Rs 60,000 Every day I 
get letters asking me for monetary assistance 
There are people outside my house asking for 
jobs. How oan I give all of them jobs or money 9 
I have to use my discretion and help only those 
who are really needy 


tried something not 
entirely legal the whole 
team was branded But it 
went on in England too 
and nothing happened 
to them I resented this 
Ijnok at how they havt 
discriminated against 
the West Indians ovei 
the years The English 


kept pi oc laiming that 
fast bowling was a 
spectacle as long as they 
had the fast bowlers 
Once the West Indiunb 
c amn along with then 
battery the English 
began complaining that 
fast bowling was boring 
They have used all sorts 


of excuses to prntts-t 
their own I couldn t 
believe it when I saw the 
way the West Indians 
gut bad press in 
Australia last season 
What sort of fan mail do you 
get? 

Sixty to 70 letters a 
week It is not possible to 
i eply to moot but sini e 
these people take the 
trouble of writing to me, 
I make it a point to read 
every letter Strangely 
60 per cent of my fan 
mail comes from India 
Most letters from males 
m Pakistan are usually 
requests for money jobs 
or advice related to 


cricket 

One hears you are writing a 
book 

It b a pictorial book on a 
journey along the rivei 
Indus and hei 
tributaries 
You are balding! 

1 have had team 
members pulling mv leg 
ovei theieceding 
hairline for ages I 
suppose one has to 
gracefully accept that 
one is going old Being 
37 is net the same as 
being 27 

Note, TNe Interview wee 
taken in SWkqt, 

December 1989 


‘Every day I get letters asking for 
monetary assistance. There are people 
outside my house asking for jobs. How 
can I give all of them jobs or money* 
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“No-one call 


The SACU's driving 
force, All Bacher, 

gives his views why 
the English rebel tour 
had to be cut short 


T is perhaps a measure of the man 
that Dr All Bac hei ttie 
controlling hand behind the 
controversial Mike Gatting 
English XI tour lemams 
respected bv many ot those who 
were vehemently opposed to his tour 
Dr Bacher was in the frontline of 
meetings with protestors m 
Bloemfontein, Kimberley and 
Pietermar itzbui g negotiating to ensure 
that the demonstrations were allowed by 
the authorities and that they remained 
peaceful 

'Touch wood hesays, but 1 have 
always been treated with the greatest 
courtesy by the protestors They shake 
my hand and certainly no-one has abused 
me oi called me a racist 
Di Bac hei i effecting on the 
pebble-throwing incident involving 
Gatting at the Jan Smuts Stadium in 
Pietermaritzbui g, emphasised that he 
was not looking for confrontation with 
the protestors We hold strong views on 
apartheid and we have expressed them 
often enough, but this was a cricket tour 
for thoso who wanted to play and watch 
cricket But as a soft target, we have 
been caught in the crossfire Political 
events m South Africa have overtaken 
the tour * 

The SA Cricket Union managing 
director was not concerned at having to 
walk a 100-metre gauntlet of protestors 
and marshals with Mike Gatting to reach 
the podium at the Jan Smuts Stadium 
'Maybe I’m thick,’ he adds with a 
laugh, ’but no, I wasn’t worried ’ 

He did not expect that President F W de 
Klerk’s speech on Feb 2 would take any 
heat off the tour It was a political issue 







me a racist 


for those opposed to the tour There 
might have been fewer contentious 
issues 

Dr Bacher said that the strategy of 
those opposing such tours had changed 
At the time oi Kim Hughes Australian 
tout s the AKC wei e threatening violence 
Now we have had sanctions and mass 
defiance 

He was full oi praise for the role played 
by Gatting ‘He went out to meet his 
detractors walked through the mass of 
chanting protestor s and then had a few 
1 hings thi own at him When he got back 
to the changing loom one of his players 
told him to stay oft the field for another 
20 minutes hut he just stood up, led the 
playei s bac k onto the field and earned on 
bowling He r not short of courage, that 
man 


“Touch wood,” he mg*, “but! 
have always been treated with 
the greatest courtesy bp the 
protestors. They shake mg 
hand and certainly ntbone has 
abused me or called me a 
racist.” 


Di Bacher said that he hoped Gatting's 
approach would reverse some of the 
negativity of the tour ‘Everything has 
been negative from Day 1 In the country 
were more than 50 British professional 
golfers, but there was no fuss made about 
them The pressure on the English 
players has been huge, relentless, 
unyielding But the captain and the 
manager (David Graveney) have been 
phenomenal ’ 

‘When we called the tour off we had 
already sold over 100 . 000 tickets, and 
twice that number would have watched 
the games Millions of others of all race 
groups woulc have watched the games 
on television Their rights ought also to 
have been protected ’ 

The tourists all have two-tour 
contracts witf the 8ACU, but Dr Bacher 
would not be drawn on what would 
happen next season ‘We’ll have to see 
what happens What I can say is that we 


will honour our contracts with the 
English players We won’t let them 
down' 

The most disappointing feature ot the 
tour as far as Dr Bacher is concerned was 
the approach of some of the English 
Press party travelling with the side *The 
SACU bent over backwards to help them 
get out here, arranging their visas and 
providing them with facilities They were 
free to move around as they pleased, 
speak to whoever they wanted to and 
form their own opuuons If they then 
went home and criticised theSA Cncuet 
Union, then wo would have regardt d that 
as constructive' 

All we asked tax was balanced, 
objective i etxn ting and 1 m afraid we 
have not had that Gatting has been 
vilified with statements and even 
photogi upliH taken out of context and 
doctored 

Dr Bacher said that many of the 
overseas articles cuttings have 
regularly been sent back to the SACU 
offices—have been orchestrated to add 
credibility to the reports The same 
phrases keep cropping up m different 
newspapers,’ he says 

Had the overseas Press incited any 
incidents 9 

‘Well every tune there was a possible 
confrontation they were there The 
classic was in Bloemfontein, where they 
apparently all spent the day around t he 
hotel pool while the cricket was on, but 
then went to the ground together with 
the delegation of protestors at three m 
the afternoon ’ 

Dr Bacher said that one of the major 
purposes of the unofficial tours was to 
encourage the younger players ‘It 
looked bleak four or five years ago but 
just look at the youngsters coming 
through now Rushmere Cullman 
Snell.Donald.de Villiers Bundle and 
McGlashan, to name iust a few 

1 think from that point oi view, 
anyway, the tours have been successful 
They have not been arranged either to 
break down or support apartheid At the 
end of the day they are cricket tours ‘ 
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Strong Arm 
Tactics 
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H OW’RE youi arms 
doing' 7 Consider¬ 
ing we ve been con 
centrating on 
them for the last two 
weeks it’s high time 
you're rolling your 
sleeves one fold higher 
Aftei all you dont see 
Bruce Springsteen and 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
m long sleeve shirts too 
often, do you 9 Those 
guys have spent some 
heavy-duty 'mu in the* 
gym. beefing up the 
arms and they aren't 
too keen on covering it 
all up 

Well-developed arms 





don’t just mean bulging 
biceps that rip your 
shirt sleeves every time 
you bend your elbow. 
They are a means of 
embodying a man’s 
strength in a special 
way. Of sending a quiet 
but direct message. Get 
the drift? 

Okay, this week we're 
going into the nitty- 
gritty of arm-building. 
Where the triceps and 
forearm muscles are 
given a workout equal to 
the one we normally 
give the biceps. Con¬ 
trary to popular belief, 
the triceps are actually a 
bigger muscle than the 
biceps. And therefore 
contributes more than 
most of us realise when 
we talk arm size or 
strength. As for the 
forearm, there are 
small, specialised mus¬ 
cles there which pri¬ 
marily work the wrist. 
While it’s not worth 
spending too much time 
on them—since power in 
sports like tennis and 
racketball depends more 
on speed and coordina¬ 
tion—it is vital that they 
pack enough power to 
get your message 
across. 

The first exercise de¬ 
tailed this week is for 
the triceps. Using a lat 
pull-down machine 
(where a straight bar is 
suspended from a pulley 
which connects it to the 
weights) stand upright, 
feet about shoulder 
width apart. Grip the 
bar with an overhanded 
grip, hands about 4-6 
inches apart. Pull the 
bar down so that your 
upper arms are by your 
sides, keeping your 
arms bent completely at 
the elbows, so the bar is 
about chin level. Keep 
your elbows close to 
your body and slowly 
straighten your arms 


while keeping the upper 
arm still and return to 
the starting position. 

The next exercise is 
done with dumbbells. 
Standing comfortably, 
feet shoulder-width 
apart, hold a dumbbell 
in each arm as you let 
them hang by your 
sides. Raise the weights 
in front of your shoul¬ 
ders by completely bend¬ 
ing your arms and lift 
your elbows as high as 
you can, making your 
upper arms almost ver¬ 
tical while the weights 
hang behind your shoul¬ 
der Now. keeping the 
upper arm stationary, 
slowly straighten your 
arm and lift the weights 
till they are directly 
above your shoulders. 
Slowly lower them till 
they are back in the 
starting position. 

And the last one for 
the triceps, placing your 
left hand and left knee 
on a bench, keep the 
right leg close to the 
bench with the knee 
slightly bent as you grip 
a dumbbell with the 


right hand. Lean over 
the bench till your back 
iB parallel to it and raise 
the right elbow out be¬ 
hind you as high as you 
can. Slowly extend the 
right arm fully, lifting 
the dumbbell as the arm 
is straightened and 
bring back to the start- 
ing position. Qnce 
you've done your set of 
reps with the right 
hand, repeat the entire 
procedure with the left 
hand. 

Now to move on to the 
forearms. Sitting on a 
bench, hold a dumbbell 
in each hand as you rest 
the forearms on your 
thighs, wrists just 
beyond kneecaps. Let¬ 
ting the weight of the 
dumbbells pull the wrist 
down, drop your hands 
against your knees, j 
Now, getting a firm grip j 
on the dumbbells, raise 
the weight by using the 
wrist as the fulcrum so 
that your palms face you 
at the end of the upward 
curl When you can lift 
no more, slowly lower to 
the starting position. 


The other exercise for 
the forearms is very 
similar. The only differ¬ 
ence is that you use a 
overhanded grip on the 
dumbbells so that your 
palms are facing down¬ 
ward. Prom the wrist 
bent position, dumbbells 
resting off your knees, 
flex the wrist and lift the 
weights till the back of 
your palms are facing 
you. Once you've 
reached the top of your 
reverse curl, slowly re¬ 
turn to the starting posi¬ 
tion. I 

As with all muscles in 
our body, don't work on 
them too often Very 
often we overdo it in the 
belief that more means 
better. But that's not so. 
You've got to give the 
muscles a chance to re¬ 
cuperate after you really 
blast them out. 

And, of course, while j 
working biceps and 
triceps, try to use the 
same poundage on your 
dumbbells Otherwise 
you're going to end up 
with highly haphazard 
upper arms! 



TRY AEROBICS FOR SIZEF 


T RY this aerobic exercise after your warm 
up. Put on some lively music and begin. 
Lift your right foot from the floor while 
hopping on your left foot, arms swinging 
downward. 

Kick your tight foot forward while hopping on 
your left foot again. Let your arms swing 
forward naturally. 

Reserve the movements by hopping on your 
right foot while your left foot lifts. Complete 
thisaequenceby kicking your left leg forward 
while hopping on your right foot again. 

Do the sequence About 30 times. 

Whether you workout with a trainer or by 
yourself, be sure you include warm-up and 
cool-down exercises Also, stretching is an 
excellent idea, after your workout. ‘ 
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ALESSANDRO NANNINI 


1 980 saw the 

Formula one circuit 
reverting- to 
non-turbo cars 
again, It was also in 
this season that 
after many years the 
Ferrari team looked 
competitive enough to 
challenge the McLaren 
Honda supremacy It 
was also the first time 
Alain Pros! lost his cool, 
the first season which 
saw the cool Belgian 
Thierry Boutsen win his 
first OP race And it 
was also the year 
Boutsen's eaxlier 
team-mate Alessandro 
Nanmni notched up the 
first ever OP win of his 
career 

It took the oriental 
environment of Suzuka 
in Japan to bring out the 
best in this 29-year-old 
driving casanova 
Behind the wheel of the 
electric green 
Benetton-Ford, Nanmni 
proved that he was a 
true world beater as he 
set a hot paoe which led 
to McLaren-Hondas 
piloted by Prost and 
Senna, go out as they 
sparred with each other 
Nannini, with his 
superlative drive 


THE ITAUAI 
STALLION 


In the high-octane world of Formula One racing, 
Alessandro Nannini is like a breath of fresh air 
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eventually inherited the 
win from 1986 world 
champion Ayrton Senna 
who was subsequently 
disqualified An 
unusual win but then 
Alessandro Nannini is 
not your usual F-l 
driver prototype 
In the mad, mad world 
of Formula One racing 
where the cars normally 
overshadow the drivers, 
Alessandro Nannini is 
the odd man out 
Unconventional is the 
word that describes him 
the best Bypassing the 
usual Kart and Formula 
3000 route, Nannini 
entered the world of F l 
racing as a rank 


outsider Born July 8, 
1959 at Siena, Italy, he 
started on two wheels 
and graduated to 
rallying at the age of 18 
The switch to circuit 
racing brought him 
instant results his third 
ever Formula Fiat race 
at V arano getting him 
his first wm while the 
following year saw him 
win the Italian title 
Having tasted success at 
the lower rung of the 
formula racing 
hierarchy, he decided to 
make a s vitch to 
Formula 2 when he 
accepted an offer from 
Giancerlo Minardi 
Short on results the 









Minerdi team gambled 
on Nannmi’s daredevil 
driving to pull them out 
of the seemingly 
unending tailspm 

The following two 
years saw Nannuu's 
career in limbo as team 
Minardi struggled with 
a low budget and 
unreliable engines The 
only ray of hope for the 
team was the second 
place wm in 1983 at the 
West German circuit of 
Nurburgnng 

Meanwhile, Nannini 
had made it to Lancia's 
Group C sports car team 
and the stage was set for 
Nannini to move over to 
F-l racing and soon an 
opportunity was offered 
to him by Giancarlo 
Minardi who was setting 
up a new team for the 
1985 season But fate 
struck a cruel blow as 
FISA decreed that his 
F-2 results wore not 
enough and rejected his 
application lor a 
superhcence necessary 
for F-l racing 

Undaunted, Nannini 
kept on working hard, 
and soon after his fourth 
season with Lancia 
Racing, earned his 
licence In 1986 he was 
ready to join the Minardi 
team 

But the unreliable 
engine again was a 
major problem 
However, despite tho 
constant engine 
problems it was obvious 
that the handsome 
Italian was a world class 
driver 

l>i 1988, he moved 
over to Benetton-Ford 
and ever since then his 
career has been on an 
upswing A whole lot of 
hard work awaited him 
at the Benetton as he 
had to test drive for 
hours together And 
much of this has been a 
lonely business for 
Nannini 


Added to this was 
some physical problems 
as the new oar was faster 
than his previous 
vehicle At the and of the 

1988 season he had 
remarked ‘I ve had 
some problems with 
neck mum les this year 
because I’m subjected to 
more downforce than I 
was with Minardi " 

But that was two years 
ago The start of the 

1989 season saw 
Nannini perfectly fit and 
he said, “Now that I’m 
the number one driver 
on the team 1 have more 
responsibility I'm sure 
that this year we will 
prove that 

Benetton-Ford is a world 
beater ” His staten eut 
proved to be prophetv as 
he finished sixth on the 
driver g rankings r 
icmarkable 
improvement in just 
three years of F-1 "acing 
But is that all for this 
very talented driver 
who if nothing else, 
deserves at least one 
world championship 9 
Says Nannini, All 
drivers aren’t destined 
to be Alam 1 ■ ost, but I'm 
surely going to go all 
out for it this season' 
With good reason too, 
since he has been a 
victim of fate once again 
as the Benetton bosses 
have hired the services 
of ex world champion 
Nelson Piquet 
relegating Nanmrn to 
the status of numbei Iwu 
driver once again “It is 
nothing because we will 
be competing for the 
same team and no driver 
is bigger thanaU'Si.i 
But what future does 
he forsee foi himself 9 
“Maybe a drive for 
Ferrari’ lie says almost 
instantly But then, that 
is every Italian boy’s 
dream' 

O.P. MaNk 
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international acclaim 
At London she is being 
granted "elite” 
status—free 
accommodation 
hospitality and 
entertainment which 
include visits to a 
theatre ot her choice 
Her achievements 
should have been lauded 
m India 

But in India it does not 
pay to ‘do it my way 
She candidly said that 
the restrictions m 
national camps and 
their rigid coaching 
schedules do not suit her 
and therelore she cannot 
improve m such stifling 
conditions So with a 
training programme 
chalked out with the 
help of her husband she 


trains in the hills of 
Shimla or in the Lodi 
Gardens and Nehru 
Stadium at Delhi 
All she desires is 
suitable encouragement 
from the Amateur 
Athletic Federation of 
India (AAFI) But ui this 
country it does not pay 
to have the image of a 
loner or a rebel Sunita’s 
dreams of an Asiad 
marathon medal is 
receiving Bcant official 
help as she has an 
image of being a loner 
Significantly the 
London invitation came 
to Sumta due to her 
meritorious 
performances last year 
and expectedly were not 
routed through the 
federation The athletics 



W OMEN b 
marathon 
has come of 
age m India 
People too 
aie talking 
about them abroad 
Quite encouraging' Slim 
and trim SumanRawat 
and Sumta Godaia are 
recognised names and 
both have been 
personally invited foi 
prestigious 
international 
marathons The 
30-year-old Sumta a 


Sunlta training with her 
husband Capt. Godara 

self-taught athlete has 
been invited to 
participate in the 
renowned London 
marathon on April 22 
Sumta was also invited 
for the Penang 
international marathon 
and road races 
competition on March 9, 
with full hospitality and 
air fare paid That’s 
terrific news' 

For Sumta it has been 
a long winding road to 







Of An Indian Long 
Runner 


establishment in India 
.regards Sunita as queer 
as she trains on her 
own. with a scientific 
training programme 
chalked out by her 
husband. Captain Dalbir 
Godara. who is m the 
armoured corps is doing 
a doctorate in marathon 
from Pune University. 
So he is fully entitled to 
train his wife. Sebastian 
Coe was trained by his 
father. Grete Waitz and 
Ingrid Kristiansen, 
world famous women 
marathoners, were 
trained by their 
husbands but the A AF1 
frown upon an Indian 

Sunita on the victory 

podium at the Phuket 
marathon 




husband-wife team. 

Why is the AAFI being 
so bureaucratic, rigid 
and rule-bound? The 
reason is obvious and 
typical of the petty, 
myopic vision of many 
of our sports 
administrators. As 
Sunita does not 
participate in the 
endless training camps 
they cannot claim her as 
their own product. How 
petty can we get. Instead 
of helping this 
enterprising couple, the 
AAFI have always been a 
great hindrance. 

Before she left for the 
Penang marathon (at 
Malaysia) the AAFI 
bluntly rejected her 
request to send her as 
India's representative 
and the entire expenses 
paid for. Sunita went on 
her own and luckily won 
the first prize of 5,000 



which I refb^^ Afteralt, I 

hive my nrgde^f*mi» M.A.in - 
^blk Administrate 


dollars (about Rs. 
30,000) which paid for 
her expenses. When 
questioned about this 
unhelpful attitude 
federation secretary 
Lalit Bhanot replied; 


"The Penang marathon 
was not on our list of 
international events.” 

Now that Sunita 
Godara is a trail blazer 
in Indian athletics and a 
do-it-yourself success 


Training run In Patiala 
with security guard 


story, she expected 
better treatment from 
the AAFI. However, the 
federation officials like 
the proverbial leopard 
never change its stripes. 
They remained adamant 
about her request for 
financial aid for the 
London marathon. The 
reply, quite puerile; 
"The marathon has not 
been identified, as a 
medal-winning 
discipline for the 1990 
Beijing Asiad.” 



















Yet ironically, the 
AAFI are sending 
Suman Rawat for the 
Asia Cup marathon to 
Seoul on March 18. The 
Seoul organisers had 
asked India to send a 
team. It was hoped that 
Sunita and Suman, by 
far the best in India at 
present, would be 
automatic choices. But 
the axe fell on Sunita. 
Strange. Their 
contention was that 
Sunita did not run in a 
qualifying marathon in 
Allahabad in February. 

Sunita counters by 
saying that she had a 
stress fracture then and 
could not run. Her past 
performance, two silver 
medals at Phuket 
(Thailand) international 
marathon and Mobil 
international marathon 
at Singapore and the 
recent gold medal at 
Penang could have been 
considered. Sunita was 
willing to sacrifice the 
London marathon, if 
sent to Seoul. But the 
AAFI have been 
oblivious to her pleas. 
Glasnost and 
Perestroika have not yet 
reached Indian athletics. 
The Iron Curtain has 
fallen in many 
countries, but not in 
Indian sports. 

Being an iconoclast is 
expensive in India. 

There is little financial 
help. World class 
marathon is not just 
lonely and hard work 
but also very expensive. 
Sunita's training 
expenses for 1990 are as 
follows: 

■ Rs. 10,000 for 5 pairs 
of marathon shoes, each 
of which cost about Rs. 

1,800and have to be 
changed after every 
1.000 km of running. 
Sunita runs about 
100/150 km per week, so 
the shoes last about two 
months only. 


Sunita (centre) at the 
Penang meet in whicf 
she came first 


Purchase of one Gortex, 
one rain and one winter 
tracksuit and other 
running wear comes to 
about Rs. 5,000. 

Rs. 10,000 on diet at the 
rate of Rs. 33 per day. 
Sunita does not get free 
diet at the Nehru 
Stadium, even though 
she is an Asian Games 
medal prospect. 

■ Rs. 10,000 as 
accommodation, either 
in Nehru Stadium or at 
Shimla. At least the SAI 
oan let her stay free at 
the Nehru Stadium 

■ Rs. 10,000 for travel. 
Rs. 5,000 for 
physiotherapy and 
medicine and Rs. 10,000 
as other expenses. Total 
cost is a grand Rs. 
55,000. As Sunita says, 
as long as she wins, she 
can meet her expenses 
but it is a strain. 

Being an iconoclast is 
disadvantageous in 
conservative India. 
Sunita epitomises the 
travails of the marathon 
woman treading her 
own path while the 


All she (Sunita) 
desires is suitable 
encouragement from 
the AAFI. But in this 
country it does not 
pay to have the 
image of a loner or a 
rebel 


establishment holds 
back the purse strings. 

Her immediate 
requirement is Rs. 
25,000, as air fare and 
expenses for massage 
for the London 
marathon. The 
organisers are looking 
after her board and 
lodging, from April 
18—23. Sunita cannot 
foot her own bill as she 
is unemployed. Asked 
why, she candidly said: 
“I am a full-time 
marathon runner. I have 
tried for jobs but never 
got anything 
satisfactory. The 
Railways offered me a 
job as a Head Clerk, 
which I refused to 
accept. After all, I have 


my pride, I am an M. A. 
in Public 

Administration, with 
diplomas in yoga and 
athletics from the NIS 
and I have written a 
“Keep Fit ” book. Later I 
applied to the Haryana 
Govt, for the poet of a 
Sports Officer but I'm 
yet to get a reply. Such 
refusals are very 
frustrating and hamper 
my preparations for 
international marathons 
as I have to search for 
sponsors and run from 
pillar to post, getting 
clearances and money." 

For the London 
marathon, Sunita and 
her husband have 
approached DCM and 
Thums Up/Limcafor 
financial aid. On her 
return from Penang, she 
hoped to get money for 
the London trip. Sunita 
is using the Penang trip, 
as a build up for the 
London marathon and 
will take part in the 
25/30 km event there. In 
Malaysia, she is very 
popular as on Oct. 8, 
1989, she won the 
Penang International 
marathon, beating 
England's renowned 
Leslie Watson to second 
place. 

At London, Sunita 
hopes to better Asha 
Agarwal’s national 
mark of 2 hrs. 43.47 
mins. Last year, she 
improved her timings by 
an awesome 40 minutes. 
This year, she has 
shown the 

ever-improving trend 
and hopes to reach 
under 2 hrs. 40 mins, 
which should maks her 
Asia class and win lots 
of prize money. If she 
does achieve it.it will be 
truly after a long and 
winding grind, aptly 
epitomising the 
“loneliness of a 
long-distance runner.” 









TOMMY SIDE OF OOLF 


RULE n-l:MU- IN MOTION DEFLECTED OR STOPPED 

IF A BAU IN MOTION AFTER A STROKE COMIS TO REST IN 
OR ON ANV M 0 WN 6 OR ANIMATE OUTSIDE AUNCY.TMO 
REAVER SUAU PROF THfc BAU- AS NEAR AS- PDSSIBU- 
» TIIE SW X MCRE THE OVTSIPE AACNCV WAS WHEN 
THE BAU- CAME TD REST IN OR ON IT 




SPORTS HAUL OF SHAME 


BY NASH A ZULLO 






m 


DURING A GOLD MEDAL BOOT ATTWF 1952 
OLYMPUS, FUTURE HEAWVE16WT£HAMPiaJ0F 
THE WORlfc, IM6EMAR JOHANSSON, WAS DIS¬ 
QUALIFIED FOR NCTTWRCWlNG A P JNCH' 
AFTER SPENDING THE ENTIRE FIRST ROUND 
B^K-PECAUMfc FROM TVlE U.S BOXER, H. 
EOWftRD SANDERS, INGEMAR WAS DQ ED 
M ROUND TWO FOR * NOTGIVING OF WtS 



in 1985 M/rfHLMv’Xm 
BALTIMORE % V W1A J 1 
ORIOLES MANA&ERn* %rl 

earl 

WEAVER \ IIJ^ 

WAS EUfcCTED \ r*v 
TWICE IN ONE XVAV 
DAY AFTER hr 1 
ARGUING WITH ' 

TWE UMR5 FDR 
THE THIRD TIME \ ■ 

IN THE OPENER V 
OFADOUBLE- V #/▼ 
V-IEADER, WEAVER V7*J l 
WAS GIV^N THE £>/ > 
THUMB TV/ B 

HEAVE-HO NUMBER \f|/ 1 

TWO CAME BEFORE /WfcL 1 
THE START OF TWE 
NIGHTCAP WHEN 
HE WAS TOSSED (2/ < 

OUT BY AN UMPIRE- WHILE , 
DELIVERING TWE LINEUP CARD/ 
























aware of the secrete of Chang’s 


Poor 

Performance 

I N the reoently-concluded 

World Cup hockey tournament 
in Lahore, the Indian team 
performed poorly And there 
are really no excuses for the poor 
performance. 

To think that we won eight 
Olympic gold medals in a row and 
were world champions once, we 
have really declined to an 
alarming extent.Now we are not 
eligible to take part in the 
Champions Trophy in Melbourne 
later this year. 

Poor ooaohing is one of the 
reasons. Lack of stamina and an 
inability to score from penalty 
ooraers are some of the other 
reasons. 

Frankly, 1 am. ashamed to think 
that a national game like hockey 
has declined so much. 

S. BACHANJEET SINGH, 
Hyderabad. 

Tte Indian Dope Trick ■■■ 

T OUR cover story on the dope 
scandal (February 14) was a bit 
too late. However, on reading it, 
many of the truths of modern-day 
Indian athletics came to light 
It seems that many of our 
athletes have not realised that 
competitions are held for normal 
humans, those who have been 
training with no help from 
‘boosters'. 

The Subrata Paul issue was 
really quite an embarrassing 
incident for the Indian team in 
Auckland. All along, we had 
condemned drugtaking by other 
athletes of other countries, little 
realising that the same thing was 
occurring in our own country. 

Our image as a ‘clean’ nation 
has gone down the drain. 
ROHITMENON, 

Trivandrum 


JZlILlvT 


fITHANKS for the marvellous 
A interview with Joe Chang ana 
Jeremy Coney. (Sportaworld, as 
Feb.) For tbs first time, we got an 
exclusive interview with the 
Chang family and we became 


The interview with Jeremy 
Coney was also very interesting. 
He-said some truthful things 
about the Indian team. And he wae 
indeed shocked and surprised, 
like we all were, at the dropping ol 
Krish Srikkanth, Ayub and 
Shastri. The picture of Steffi Graf 
was also very beautiful. Thanks 
for it. 

NEEUMA GUPTA, 

Rourkela. 


Fir? I Vi!;! 


I N the 31 Jan issue, an article 
under the heading, ‘Brain 
Damage’ has questioned Gabriels 
Sabatini’s intelligence. 



Gabriels Sabatlnf 

Well, I am an avid fan of hers 
and a tennis player at the same 
time and I take this as a personal 
insult.You had some audacity to 
print something so libellous on 
one of the finest women tennis 
players of our time. 
SIDDHABTHA GOEL. 

Lucknow. 


[IvTTTiri 


WEARTIEST congratulations to 
UMohd. Azharuddin for his 
impressive knock in the Auckland 
Test. Although I do have a certain 
sympathy for him because he 
could not score hie double 
oentury. 

It is after a long time that an 
Indian captain has been leading 
from the front with an impressive 
performance. 

MONOJ KUMAR GHOSH 
Jorhat, 

Assam. 


1 WAS surprised to see the 
decision given by the umpire to 
grant four rune to Hadlee in the 
final cricket Test at Auckland. 
The umpires had previously 
declared leg-byes. At the end of 
the day, Hadlee went to the 
umpire and told them that he had 
actually snicked the ball to hie 
pads and then it had gone behind 
the stumps for four 
However, I wonder whether, if 
More had held the catch, Hadlee 
would have walked Or is it that 
then he would have said that it 
was a leg-bye. 

UMANOLUTHRA. 

Ranchi 


Mixed Fan 

niHE best four teams in the 
A World Cup with diffei (nt styles 
clashed in the semifinals Despite 
the odd threat, their standings m 
the pools were justified But the 
semi-finals provided a mixed fare 

The capable Auesies 
surprisingly played a rather 
mdifferent and erratic game 
against the Pakistanis While 
West Germany succumbed to the 
tactically brilliant Holland team 

In the finals, Holland refused to 
be swayed by the massive support 
for the Pakistani team and 
through sheer tactics and brilliant 
penalty conversions won the 
World Cup 

Congratulations to Holland! 

B.S. VISWANATH 
Bangalore 




I T is (dis) heartening to read 
about Ganesh’s ego clash with 
R.P. Singh on account of the 
latter’s long hair. R.P. Singh is a 
brilliant player and he would have 
tom through the best defence in 
the world. 

What does it matter that he has 
long hair? The important thing is 
that he is a good player. Tell me, if 
V.P. Singh tells Ganesb to shave 
off his moustache, would he do it 9 
So, the point is irrelevant and it is 
time that one thought of the 
interests of the country first. 
SURESHANAND, 

New Delhi. 








QUIZ/ CHESS / BRIDGE 


I 


QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 Which country was the Indian 
cricket team touring when Mrs 
Indira Gandhi was assassinated’’ 

2 India's tour referred to above came 
to an abrupt end when the news of 
Mrs Gandhi's tragic death reached 
the venue of the second One-day 
international match between India 
and the host country In that 

I abandoned match an Indian player 
reached his then highest score in a 
limited-over international Who 
was the player and what was his 
score 7 

f i 3 Who were the first British football 
club to win the European Cup and 
when? Whom did they beat 7 

4 What does the word 'Sepak in 
1 ‘Sepak takraw mean 7 
I 

ANSWERS 

1 Pakistan 

2 D B Vengsarkar 94 n o 

1 3 Celtic 1967 They beat Inter Milan 
2 1 

4 Kick 


CHESS 

I Ratael' Rafik” Vaganyan, the 
» ' talented GM from Yerevan 
I Armenia won the 56th Soviet 
Championship at Odessa m 
December Even in the absence of 
thesupei K”s and Yuaupov 
Salov and Ivanchuk it was a very 
strong: event He overtook 
Belyavsky and Dolmatov in the 
last round with this lovely ending 
White Balashov Vs Black 
Vaganyan, Nimzo Indian Odessa 

1 1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nc3 Bb4 4 e3 

C5 & Bd3 Nc6 6 Nf3 Bxc 31-7 bc3 
d6 8 0-0 65 9 Nd2 0-0 10 d5 Ne7 11 
e4 h8* This is an improvement on 
the normal 11—ng6 Black 
I quickly prepares nb7 and (5 
12 Rel nh7 13 Nfl f5 14 ef5 
Bxf5 15 Ng3 Bxd3 16 Qxd3 Qd7 
17a4Rf7 18a5Raf8 19f3Nf5 20 
Nxf5 Rxf5 21 Rbl R8f7 22 Rb2 7 
T This is a mistake 22 Be3 followed 
• by doubling rooks on the b-file 
I would avoid the ensumg attar k 
I 28—Qd8*23Rxb7Rxf3'24gf3 

Rxb7 25 f4l Qh4'White hoped to 


activate his bishop by 25—ef4 26 
Bxf4 Rf7 

26 Qg3 Qxg3 4 27 hg3 e4 28 f5< 

If white takes by 28 Rxe4 then 
28- rbl 29 Rel Nf6 30 f5 Ng4 is 
winning 28—Rbl 29 Kf 1 Kf7 30 
g4 Nf6 31 Bf4 (see diagram) Here 
Vaganyan spent 40 minutes in a 
position that is impossible to lose 
but difficult to win 

31 Rxel + 32 Kxel Nxg4 3 
2—Ke7 33 g5 hg5 34 Bxg5 Kd7 35 
Ke2 Kt 7 36 BxfB gf6 37 Ke3 Kb7 
38 Kxe4 Kae 39 Kd3 Ka5 40 Kc 2 
Ka4 41 Kb2 a5 42 Ka2 draws by 
stalemate Also Black cannot win 
by 31- Rb3 32 Bxd8 Rxc3 Bc£> 33 
a6 34 Bd4 Rxc4 35 Bxf6 Kxf6 36 
Rd 1 • So he goes for the minor 
piece ending 

33 Bxd6 a6 34 Bxc5 7 Here 34 

Ke2* KfB 35 Bxc5 Kxf5 36 Bf8 
activates the white pawns and j 

should draw This natural move is 
an error 

34 Ne5 35 Bxd4 Nxc4 30 Kf2 
g6' 3 7 tg6+ Kxg6 38 Bb6 Kf6 39 
Bc7 h5 40 Kg3 Kf5 41 Kf 2 h4 
(0-1) Neither 42 Bd8 h3 43 Be7 

e3 4 44 Kf3 Ne5 + nor 42 Bh2 I 

Nxa5 43 d6 Nc6 44 d7 a5 45 Be 7 1 
a4 hold any prospects ; 

Davansshu Datta 



BRIDGE 


Foi the last two yeai 
Hindustan Club has been inviting 
all the leading players of Calcutta 
for a bridge tournament at the end 
of the year Thu winners m the 
tr augural year, fittingly 
considering the club’s 
contribution to Indian bridge, was 
Bhowampore Card Club but this 
year Eastern Railway won the 
event Today’s hand was from this 
year’s event — 


OMlar North Bothvul 

NORTH (dummy) 

♦ A J 
10 T J 
v 10 7 2 
4 A Q J 9 4 


WEST 

EAST 

4 J S 

*1017 4 

A K Q 6 4 2 

J 8 5 

8 6 9 

K Q J 

4 8 3 

4 7 6 2 


SOUTH 

♦ K Q 9 8 2 , 

9 I 

A 9 4 3 

4- K 10 4 | 

Five c lube would have made for . 
there were ten tricks on top with ' 
the aid of t he fifth spade and if the 
defence started with a heart, a 
heart ruff would nave provided 
the eleventh The best defence 
would be to Wd a diamond, 
ducked, and s second diamond 
However South < an win, cash two 
top spades and ruff a spade lugh, 
draw exactly two rounds of 
I rumps ending m the South 
hand cash the spade queen to 
shake off North s last diamond, ( 
ruff a diamond m the North hand 
and < l nter South with the last 
ti ump to enjoy the fifth spade and 
the fourth diamond However, m 
that case there would have been no j 
story to tell 

The contract at both tables was 
four spades after West had 
overcalled m hearts Both Wests 
led two rounds of hearts and I 

South could see that to ruff might 
rum his ability to run the club suit l 
if the trumps were 4 2 So both 
Souths let the second heart hold, 
throwing a diamond The game 
could have been beaten with a 
diamond shift at this stage but 
both Wests woodenly continued 
with a third heart Now the 
Souths were in thai ge—ruffing 
this they drew three rounds of | 

trumps and gave up a fourth 
leaving themselveB with no more | 
trumps The layout was exactly 
what the dec lai i rs> had 
hoped for - East was out of hearts 
and had to return a diamond Now 
the Souths won and ran the clubs 
to make their contracts I take 
special pnde m presenting this 
hand for the two declarers were 
my frequent partners, 
mte rnationals Gobinda Smgha 
and Debashis Ray 



61 
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A Rover cfitr and the Bejsaon 
& Hedges CMcks^ oi 'ihe 
Year title are the catalysts 
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Did Dean Jones actually 
deserve it more? 
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Vhen Pakistan 
V captain Imran 
HalHJR Khan walked on 
Hb to the 

of the MCO for the 
first of the Benson 
and Hedges finals 
against Australia, 
^S he was greeted 

V V by the alien sound of 
booing. The 56.000 strong crowd, fuelled 
by an ill-timed outburst from a 
Melbourne newspaper, was giving vent 
to parochialism in rare vituperative 
fashion. 

Earlier that week, during the last 
match of the preliminary series. Imran 
had bowled Pakistan to a last-over, 
one-run victory over the Australians in a 
day-night match at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground. It was one-day cricket at its best. 
Earlier games had been washed out in 
Sydney, but the match was in perfect 
summer weather and the crowds were 
out in force for what promised—and 
turned out to be—a thrilling match, 
Australia, needing lust six nuts for 
victory, looked set to wrap up the matchv. 
but Imran had other ideas. Despite the 
fact that Australia had Simon O'Donnell 
(who had made an effective 38 so far) at 
the crease, Imran delivered the coup de 
grace in resounding fashion. 

Marshalling his field carefully for that 
crucial last over, he dismissed the 
dangerous O'Donnell.took another. 
wicket and prevented last man Terry' 
Alderman from sooring the winning 
runs off the remaining deliveries. 

- That waa where the trouble.begap, The 
next morning, 
a report by Rod 
Nicholson, the vete 
ran cricket writer for . 

‘The Sun'a Rupert 
Murdoch-owned 
tabloid not known tar 
ite tact, voiced hie; 7 
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“Australians have 1 
play twice as well 
any touring team t 
win this award ant 
when we go 
overseas, we get 
noihmtf 
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opinion th a t Dean Janes. deapitA TTn rer. ’g 
tuwoio last over should have been given 
the Benson and Hedge* award for the 
International Cricketer of the year 
Although the award for the cnoketer for 
the year bad not yet been announced, 
Nloholaon had learnt that the Pakistani 
captain was the winner 
The atary made the back page of the 
paper, with a prominent headline that no 
one oauld have miaeed “Star batsman 
Dean Jones has been pipped for the 
International Cnoketer of the Year 

award,” he wrote, “and the Aussie team is 

outraged The award will go instead to 


“Imran has brought 
to cricket the 
qualities fervent 
royalists wish 
Prince Charies had 
been able to bring 
to the British 


Pakistan oaptain Imran Khan, whose 
final four deliveries snared the $78,000 
Rover oar that goes with the award ” 

“We have had a gutful’, said one senior 
player last night, the report oontinued 
Nicholson then quoted the player as 
saying, “A us t r alians have to play twioe 
as well as any touring team to win this 
award and whan we go overseas, we set 

nothing ” 

Nicholson also quoted anoth er 
Australian player as having said “Rib 

Would thaPaWetan teem of ISSS-SO have 
been the a sms wit h out Imran Khan? 

momuoom hummed 
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“When Imran went 
out to tots with 
Allan Bonier, the 
Pakistani captain 
wore a T-shirt that 
bore the legend. 
“I'm sorry I won the 
car* 
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. iSMtom*: '. 
■itittidm. wrote the .; 
■pu r U h frrt ter; PetoMt^ftarUna,' 
m^aibd4o be aatt^thaMm that it ' 


crowds. Yet. after 53,000 v . 
Itooedtarim.aMrtaa^ 
w$ttidr»wji. 


‘'When Imran was 
booed a good many 
people threw away 

AHA AB AaSaVAWII maaa 

one or cncKors rare 
nrivfleges...touy 
mank you, goodbye 
and good luck to 
one of the finest 
spawn of this sporT 
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ITHOUT A LITTLE PASSION 


>) X 




Some men will always break 
free. Enjoying a passion that 
drives them beyond the ordinary. 

For such a man. Hero Honda 
presents Sleek. 

A bike born of Honda 
technology, designed with flair, 
and true to its worth in 
efficiency. 

A bike that’s fit to be your 
new passion. 


A 


me PASSION OVSKTAKS YOU. 
































CLASSIC INVITATION WEEKEND RACING 


OF ‘BRAVE WARRIORS 

‘STYLISH GIRLS’ 
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It was Calcutta’s turn to host the ultimate 
weekend of Indian racing. The RCTC was 
the place to be on March 5th and 6th as 
Desert Warrior, Brave Dancer and Star Style 
Girl cornered all the glamour and the prize 

money 


tt wm only around «w tend and Into ttw horn* straight Kwt 
O—rt W f rtor m tfbkl to twmttwCi—te Turf IwttHon. 
(In««t) Jockay PmI Shroff after Oaaart Warrior 1 * victory 

mmtmmmmmmmmmm mntnmMt mmm.aH*rrtbvm* mmmmammmmmmmm 
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T HE first weekend of 

March ushers in the two 
most important days of 
the Indian racing 
calendar and is called the 
Invitation Weekend. A 
veritable festival of racing, it 
rotates every year from one racing 
centre to another so that each of 
the five major race courses in the 
country can play host. Ever since 
I.T.C. entered the fray as 
corporate sponsors of the 
country's most talked about race it 
has assumed an added dimension 
with a truly ‘Classic’ blend. 

The Classic Indian Turf 
Invitation is the piece de 
resistance of the weekend. It's the 
ultimate test for champions of 
their vintage, with the winner 
emerging as the greatest of the 
year. Run over a distance of 2400 
metres only the very best 
4-year-old race horses are invited 
to participate. Almost every one of 
the contenders has his own claim 
to fame having earlier won laurels 
in each of the five racing centres. 

As a back up to this Classic 
event are two more races namely 
the ‘Sprinters’ Classic and the 
■Stayers' Classic, which as the 


names themselves suggest decide 
the fastest of the equine breed and 
the best stayer over that gruelling 
distance of3000 metres. 

It was therefore, only fitting 
that Calcutta in its tercentenary 
year play host to the first 
Invitational Weekend of the ‘90s. 
Under the supervision of the 
Royal Calcutta Turf Club, the 
picturesque Calcutta Race course 
with the imposing backdrop of the 
Victoria Memorial was choc- a- 
block full, invaded by a sea of 
humanity made up of racing buffs 
from all over the country. 

On Saturday, under a dull 
overoast sky punctuated at 
intervals by a nagging drizzle, 
turfites witnessed the making of a 
legend. Brave Dancer, a 


six-year-old chestnut roan horse 
and the pride and joy of Calcutta 
was making his last appearance 
on a race track before being 
retired to stud. He was taking on 
the best stayers in the land in the 
Stayers Classic and if he could 
win, he would become India’s 
leading stake money earner. On a 
soggy and rain soaked track it 
took the Dancer 3 minutes and 22 
sec. to rewrite the record books 
and have his name inscribed in 
letters of gold having earned 
rupees 2.9 million for his 
exuberant and effervescent 
owner, Mr. Babi Nobis. 

Then along came Star Style Girl, 
a chestnut filly from Bangalore, 
trained by Rashid Byramji and 
owned by Mr. Suresh Mahindra. 
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public fancy with a reputation to 
defend after winning the Indiun 
Derby in Bombay He was top seed 
in the Masters Championship 
Could he prove he was still number 
one’ 

It took the Warrior just mm 
and 40 sec as he went about Ins 
task with clinical precision and 
despatched the opposition with a 
truly magnificent and inspired 
performance 

WithPesi Shroff undeterred by 
the activity around him hi 
allowed Deseit Warrior to lop 
along at an easy pace until heads 
were turned for home 

Then Shroff asked the Warrior 
to change gears Thcwarnoi 
slipped into overdrive so smoothly 
it would have made the owner of 
the latest Rolls-Royce green with 
envy With Shroft just riding him 
hands and heels he glided away 
from them to win ever so 
comfortably from the Bangalore 
based Bizzanntu who was second 
while Sikander-E-Aaazam from 
Hyderabad just held on to third 
place a short head m front of 
Calcutta’s Aspirant 

It was the performance of a true 
champion by a horse who has now 
crossed the two million rupee 
mark with this bloodless wcfcoi v 
m the Classic Indian Turf 
Invitation Cup 

Cyrus i. Madan 














ALL IN THE GAME 


‘Buster’ busts 


Another myth 


J AMES 'Butter' Douglaa is savouring tfcui 
fruits of bia eucoees, This time we Bure not 
rafivrrlnsr to tli« x«ulUoa« tse BOa^eMMiy 
toearn This time *11007 of ironies’, Buster Was 
called in as referee to officiate one of the World 
Wretthfcg Federation title bout* in Detroit w- 
csntly 

Douglas, as referee, counted out a victory far 
enormous Hulk Hogan, «nd then himself gdt 
into the act and floored *Madho Ki ng .Bandy 
Savage after the challenger slopped Douglas In 
protest 

Did you start to count late Janies? 




Western fans 


Tan’ Eastern egos 


I T iB by now well known that apart star* in 
the Soviet bloo are just idelogtoal pawn* who 
by their prowess on the track and field 
promote the supremacy of Communism 
against Western democracy 
But, the tones they are a ‘changin’ The 
athletes are now realising how little they were 
trusted only now, do they receive fan mail, 
many of them years old, Ute Richter, fourth in 
the Javelin <1980 Olympics) got two letters, 
> ssnt tnm West Qermsny in 198 S end 1968 
asking fat tm autograph AftsryeoaMaglet* 
tees dated 1984 , weight-lifter Freak Mavius 
•aid. *1 heard, this *m happening, hut, 
tlidUght ft was impossible. 1 , 
it clearly ui Female rov/wra reoeived fan-mail 
in bundle* < dated mail). Tbs mail would be 
monitored by the Steal, a secret polioe group 
How, the joys of Wsatwn eport are opening 
qa>, ^ith the Bast getting rol s»T giort ala like John 
McEnroe, Mike Getting, Vinny Jones, Don 
King,. Ob' Happy days 


A GLORIOUS REVIVAL 


Of Argentine cricket 


|S|KB 0 E are happy days for Argentine oriok* 
I et An MCC cricket team led by Paul Par- 
JL ker of Sussex has left fbr the Falkland 
shores fbr the first time since the war, eight 
years ago 

Also in the summer, an Argentine team 
leaves fear Holland to oompete for a plaoe in the 
World Cup Although cricket was first played 
in Argentina in 1808 . it is not ae many may 
imagine, a crowd puller This leaves the 
Argentine Cricket Association, high and dry 
and mutdtokbart of moolah 

Barney Miller, the aeeociation’a London rep* 
raawttative is raising money for the trip to 
Holland by exploiting and bowing hie 
with the guitar Miller, an Argentine folklore 
guitarist also draws on all his experience and 
speaks at Cricket dinners Motivation, as 
many say, is the key word. 
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Junto? 

C^ttooMrtfos 

I N the recently-concluded junior 
national gymnastics 
championships, Haryana 
emerged the champions m the 
boys section Spearheaded by 
Balbir Singh, who won the 
compulsory and optional 
exercises programme, as well as 
Sunil Kumar who won the 
vaulting while AjayKumar took 
the compulsory vaulting horse, 

| this was the first time thoy have 
j won the trophy 

In the girls section, Punjab wore 
easy winners With two 
internationals in their 
toam -Parveen and Paramjot both 
of DVA School and members of t he 
Indian team which toured GRD 
under the cultural exchange 
programme last yeai -they 
encountered minimal resistance 
Paramjot excelled on the uneven 
bars, the beam and the vaulting 
horse as the Punjab team got 
281 74 points Bengal were 
runners-up with 272 69 points 
In the all-round competition for 
men, Balbir Singh took the overall 
best gymnast title while ui the 
girls section, an injured Poonam 
Chabra of Bhartiya Public School. 
Ambala was good enough for the 
all-round best gymnast title 
P ar v een Ksahyap 


TRIVANDRUM 


Southern Battmy 
Athletics 


P ALOHAT District claimed the 
team's championship In the 
men's and women's section of the 
32nd Southern Railway Inter 
Divisional Athletic Championship 
which concluded here reoently 
Six new meet records were 
created during the championship 
In the women's section, Dolly K 
Joseph of Palghat division (PGT) 
won a record gold in the400m 


The victorious Punjab toam In 
tho girls section 

hurdles clocking 62 7 sec Molly 
Chacko (PGT) bettered hpr own 
record in the 3000M, with u time 
of 10 15 2 sec Sheny Mathew 
and Bindhu (both representing 
PGT) set new marks m the 200m 
sprint (25 4 sec) and high jump 
(J 61 mts) respectively 

In the men's section, Rakesh 
Kumar (Bangalore) threw the 
javelin to a new distance of 
64 18m Record holder C Rai had 
to be satisfied with the second 
spot Eldo (Trivandrum) jumped a 
new height of4 50 m in the pole 
vault 

N AnnaviofTnchy won a gold 
(high jump 2 mts), and silver (110 
m hurdles, 15 3 sec > and became 
the men's individual champion 
Geetha (Bangalore) bagged two 
golds (100 m hurdles 15 1 sec , 
3000 m, lO 24 2 sec; to emerge the 
best women athlete 
Sajasv Kumar T.K. 


MADRAS 


Sob Junior Gan&m 
diampteishlps 


M aharashtra, not 

unexpectedly, dominated the 
proceedings at the sixteenth 
National and Inter-State aub 


junior car i om championships 
held in the c if y during the last 
four days ot February 
Traditionally Maharashtra 
along with Tamil Nadu, have been 
the strongest states m this ‘ great 
little game’ This time they 
claimed four of the six titles up lor 
grabs Tamil Nadu and Hyderabad 
shaied tho remaining two titles 
Maharashtra claimed both the 
boys and girls toam titles In the 
boys final they defeated Tamil 
Nadu 2 1 after a keen tussle for 
supi emat y Ashok Gurav defeated 
Dominic Raj but Shakthive) 
levelled matters for the hosts by 
beating Praveen Madyalkar The 
result then hinged on the all 
important doubles and m this 
Prashanl More and Sekhar 
Bansode defeated Kubendra Babu 
and Kubendran to < lmch the issue 
for Maharashtra 
In the girls team championship, 
Maharashtra won all their three 
matches m the four-team round 
robin They scored 2 1 victories 
over Tamil Nadu, Hyderabad and 
Assam Hyderabad who were the 
holders finished second, defeating 
Assam 3-0 in a play off 
When the individual events 
commenced, Maharashtra 
maintained their supremacy by 
winning two of the four titles and 
finishing runners up m a thir i 
Ashok Gurav, a 13-year-old 
Bombay student claimed the boy’s 
title after an engrossing duel with 








Kubendra Babu of Tamil Nadu. 

Gurav won the first game 85-5 
but Kubendra Babu, the 
14-year-old son of former national 
champion S. Dilli claimed the 
second 85-17. Babu seemed well 
on his way to victory when he led 
81-5 in the decider, needing only 
four points for the title. But Gurav, 
striking a purple patch, reeled off 
80 points to take the game 85-18 
and with it the match. B. Jyothi, 
a slip of a lass from Hyderabad 
reigned supreme in the girl's 
singles event. A ninth standard 
schoolgirl, 14-year-old Jyothi was 
i in fine form throughout the 
| competition. In the final, she 
! proved too strong for Tamil 
I Nadu's G. Revathi whom she 
! defeated 85-8,85-9. 
j Jyothi, in fact, was in line for a 
| double. But she and C. Alpa lost in 
the girls doubles final to the 
I Maharashtra pair of Manisha 
Nagaonkar and Manasi Paradkar 
13-85, 1-85. 

Much was expected from Tamil 
Nadu who were holders in all 
| three events for boys. But the 
i hosts finished with only one title, 
j the boys doubles, which was won 
i by Shakthivel and Dominic Raj. 

| They beat Prashant More and 
! Lakshman Avadutta of 
Maharashtra in a three-game 
thriller, 83-85, 85-10 and 25-84. 

Ten State Units Assam, Andhra 
Pradesh, Bihar, Hyderabad, 

Kerala, Manipur, Goa, Rajasthan, 
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu 
took part in the four-day meet. 
Totally, about 120 boys and girls 
in the age group of 14 and below 
participated. 

Incidentally, for the first time in 
a national championship, the new 
laws of carrom as adopted by the 
International Carrom Federation 
in July last year were followed. 
Partabltamchand 



! tenth Inter-District 
, basketball championships was 
held at Nehru Stadium. About 80 



The Maharashtra boys receiving 
the trophy from Test cricketer K. 
Srikkanth 

teams took part in the men’s and 
junior events. 

In the men’s final. North 
Eastern Railway beat Nagaon 
75-59. In the junior boys section, 
Nagaon beat Guwahati 59-45. In 
the women’s group. Nagaon beat 
Guwahati 48-44. 

IMukut Medhi 

The Junior Boys champion: 
Nagaon 


TRIVANDRUM 


A New Project 


I N KEEPING with the motto 
‘Catch them young' the Kerala 
Sports Council chalked out a 
project ‘Operation Olympia'—a 
long-term coaching programme 
to nurse young talent and produce 
sportsmen of international 
calibre. 

According to Mr. K. 













% wmmmmm 

Unmknshnan Nair Assistant 
Protocol Officer in the 
Government Secretariat, who 
prepared the report for the sports 
council the project aims 
at making sports an integral 
part of the curriculam in the 
educational centres, creating an 
awareness m society about the 
usefulness of sport and fitness 
There are 1000 panchayats 48 
municipalities and three 
corporations in Kerala The 
project proposes one sports centre 
m each panchayat two in each 
municipality and three m each 
corporation One hundred 



Unnlkrishnan: brain behind the 
protect 

children (of the seventh standard) 
will be admitted m each oentre 
which will bring the total trainees 
to 1 10.400 

They will undergo continuous 
training for four years In the 
fifth year, 100 trainees from these 
will be selected to each of the 14 
district oentres At the district 
centres, the trainees will be 
provided with board and lodging 
and all their expenses will be met 
The training will continue for a 
period of two years 
From 1400 trainees at district 
centres, 100 of the most talented 
will be taken to the state-level 
training centre, by which time 


ra 


they will be about 18 years old 
They will be at the State Centre for 
lour years and will be given 
training m athletics, aquatics, 
football volleyball, basketball etc 

Unmknshnan pointed out that 
even in a well-to-do family not 
even 80% of the total income is 
spent for food This affects the 
growth of the younger 
generation Hence it is envisaged 
that all the trainees be provided 
supplementary food at the cost of 
Rs 5 per day 

A major hurdle is the cost (Rs 
107 crores) for the project But 
Unmknshnan was of the view 
that private agencies may be 
approached lor sponsorship 
UNESCO has also shown interest 
m the implementation The Sports 
Council Authonties had released a 
press note six months ago that as 
a pilot project this scheme would 
be introduced m three 
panchayats Since then nothing 
has been heard o f the matter 
l>) wv Kumar T.K. 


BOMBAY 



N ATIONAL champion and 
top-seed Zeeshan All 
expectedly dominated the Four 
Square National hard court tennis 
championship held at the 
Maharashtra State Lawn Tennib 
Association courts at the 
Cooperage Bombay recently 
He defeated Ennco Piperno 6-2 
7 8 (7-6) m the men's finals In the 
women's section, third seeded 
Aradhana Reddy defeated 
Krishnamurthy Janaki, 6-1 6 1 
to lift the title 

Zeeshan Ah also completed a 
double when, in partnership with 
Piperno, they defeated 
Naredranath and K G Rarnesh 
6-8,7-6 (7-2) All took the top 
prise of Rs 16,000 and pioked up 
another Ra 3,000 for hie doubles 
triumph Aradhana Reddy earned 
Ra 7,600 for her efforts 
Mr VirencheeSagar, the 
MSLTA President gave away the 
prises 
NLPSurosh 



Zeeshan All a creditable win 


PSCB Badminton 


R AJEEV BAGGA of HPCL and 
Indian Oil s Deepti Thanekar 
produced scintillating badminton 
to regain singles titles at the 
Petroleum Sports Control Board 
meet held at the Juhu Gymkhana 
Club Court Bagga, who had a stiff 
time m the semis against Miimd 
Ghate, won m straight games, 
defeating Bhushan Akut of BPCL 
16-11 16-8 
Deepti Thanekar the 
Commonwealth semi-finalist had 
a tough time against Sudha 
Padmanabhan Both the players 
from Indian Oil played thei** 
hearts out m the three-set duel 
Sudha looked an improved 
player but Deepti seemed to have 
the upper hand most ol the time 
Error prone in the first game 
Sudha came back inthe second 











and produced di ope and half 
smashes to pick up vital points 

In the clincher Sudha was 
leading s-2 but enors on her part 
in the later stages of the game cost 
her the set and the mate h 
Levelling at 7 7 Deepti wore 
Sudha down with hei 
down the-lme smashes and 
perfectly executed drops to wi ap 
up the tie 

The men s doubles was won by 
Piadeep Iyengar and Miling 
Ghata of BPCL while the veteran 
doubles was won by formei 
international Nandu Natekar and 
A Sapreof HPCL 



O NE of the popular c nc ket 
toui naments of Guiai at was 
won by Rajkot Railway i pc ently 
In a one sided final Rajkot Colts 
were defeated by Rajkot Railway 
by five wickots m the prestigious 
Amai smh |i Ci lcket Tournament 
at the Municipal Cot poration 
Ground 

Deepti Thsnekar champion once 
again 



betting a tai get Rajkot Colts 
managed only amoderate 151 for 
9 in then allotted 40 ovei s Rajkot 
Railway got thi mselves on the 
winning ti ack with i idle ulous 
ease making the i equired runs to 
win the match in % 5 oveis 
Y Jadejaann Bn? Datta scored 30 
runs each 
H.P. 


Tajawala Memorial 
Cricket 


J AMN AuAR Uisti ii t XI won the 
Tajawala Mt rnoi i u Inti r distr u l 
One day C r c k t Tour nament in a 
(on vim mg f if lnon when the v 
rtf fr ate d Jim if! -dli District X 1 ' y 
toui wickftsinttf filial plav**d 
recently atthr Municipal 
Oorpoi ition'ir unu 

C hr -a f. a mod* st t irprt of 142 
ml* J mrs Jairinagat Xi 
ioiiipf d through vuth ioui 
wic kf is in hand Intc lhgent 
ba’ting by Bhdvm Me hla mrt 
Adejiya made thf triumph tairly 
easv for tlinr Hde Tin former 
made a br ac i l w hoc th< latte r a 
bree/v 31 > r Junagadh District 
XI Prafu 1 K»vth itha c lai mt d two 
wic kets 

Earlm lumgadhDiitnct XI 
was sin it out for a mt a pi i 142 
iuiis with the wret kei in i hief 
Ik mg Shdh i Bhogayta bagging 
as main as tour wicket* The State 
Ranji pl«n cis Rapi Badiyam and 
Nilesh Ortedi i offered sonit 
lesistai 11 with an individual 
contribution of 40and 11 
itsoec five ly but could not stave 
off thf f \ entf ul collapse 

Sudhir Bhogayta of Jamnagar 
Distric t XI was named Man of the 
Match for las devastating 
bowling Mrs Piafullaben 
idjawald widow of the late 
H&nbhai Tajawala (who war the 
president of the Saux ashtra 
Cricket Association when he 
passed away not long back) gave 
away the Tajawala 7rophy to the 
winning team 

Harmhkuifiar Pardya 
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world cup star wATCHmmmmmmm&mmm 




Marco Van Hasten: 

The Artiste 



At his best he 
almost 

nnmlatoknhly 
transcends the 
physicality of 
his sport, 
striving and 
often 

succeeding to 
raise his craft to 
an unbelievable 
level of pure 
visual delight, 
bordering on 
the aesthetic... 


t his best he almost unmistakably transcends the physicality of his sport, 
striving and often succeeding to raise his craft to an unbelievable level of 
pure visual delight bordering on the aesthetic Marco Ven Hasten is 
his name 

Even when he was young, a teenager rather when his talents still awaited 
the requisite honing that breaks the path to celebrityhood thei e was no 
mistaking that he was headed for greatness They- the press the public and 
the connoisseurs—hailed his advent as one of those inevitable phenomena 
that happens to soccer from time to time— to provide it with a fresh spell of 
magic ThoSe who saw the raw, young Van B as ten were immediately instilled 
with a sense of confidence, so much so that Ajax Amsterdam did not even 
mind selling their star Wim Kieft, the 1082 Golden Foot winner, a year aftei 
he was crowned Europe's top marksman—on the obvious assumption that 
their new 17-year-old recruit would provide even greatei momentum to the 
club's unstoppabihty 

The trust in the futuie- -in Van Basten—proved right Van Hasten 
blossomed and continued to grow in stature till the wor Id saw in him the 
hallmarks of an immortal Van Basten scored 128 league goals tor Ajax at a 
rate of almost one a game before being sold for £1 5 million iabt summer to 
AC Milan 

During that phase of his growing careei Van Basten ran into a most 
fruitful spell at the start of the 1983—4 season when he at ored 12 goals in th« 

| first seven league games, including a liattnc k m an 8 2 win over 
i Feyenoord 

I He forged further ahead to notch up a total of 28 goals that season and 
finished as Golden Boot runner up to lan Hush 
The following season Van Basten scored 12 league goals and hit five m a 
single European cup match against Red Boys of Luxeniboui g 
In 1985-86, the Dutchman tasted something he had been hankering after 
ever since big time football became part of hie life The Golden Boot, the 
undisputed recognition of a high class striker m European football- -on the 
strength of 37 goals m 26 league games 
The following season Van Basten collected anothei 31 and not only 
skippered Ajax to victory in the Cup Winners' Cup, but scored their winner m 
] the final against Lokomotive Leipzig 

Van Basten replaced Mark Hateley in Milan, missed most of the first season 
due of injury, but returned to score several vital goals as substitute 
To top it all. Van Basten stole the show at the European Championship 
finals with the top scorers’ award, his five goals, including a hattrick against 
England! and a most memorable winner m the Final against the Soviet 
Union) as well as the top player’s crown 
As his talent matured, his repertoire enriched And 
the difference between Marco Van Basten and his 

contemporaries began to emerge He is of a special breed, and he knows it 
Inspired by his genius and its unparalleled force Van Basten gradually came 
to look upon himself as an artiste, almost a creator 
And the attitude found more and more explicit expression in the delicate 
grace of hie movement, his style, his ballplay, his whole athletic response to 
football The beauty that resulted became so palpably aesthetic that one TV 
producer superimposed the images of the Van Basten movements on those of 
Holland’s leading ballet stars. 

It was a revelation And Italia ’90 too is likely to be a revelation, with the 
world rediscovering the inherent graces of the game they love 0 
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WORLD SOCCER 


INJURY 

TIME! 


__ Thre e hig h-profile 
foo tballers Ruud Gullit, 
Alexie Mikhailichenko^ 
and Gianluca ViaHi 
are down with serious 
injuries. Will they^ 
recover in time for the 
World Cup in June? 


OOCER’s battle of 

S the wounded knee 
takes a Ravage 
twist 

In Milan, Ruud 
Gullit works 
through a solitary, 
excruciating 
routine bent on 
defying 

predictions that he will not make 
the World Cup and may never 
oompeU) again 

| While doubts remain, and while 
his new $1 4 million a year 
contract until 1993 is put on ice, 
Gullit's club, AC Milan, has 
supposedly taken an option on a 
potential replacement, Alexei 
Mikhailichenko 
But after practising with Soviet 
comrades m ltlay, Mikhailichenko 
is suddenly closer to Gullit in 
spirit than anyone expected His 
knee became shot through with 
pain, his mind riddled with tear 
How cruel this twist of fate 
Through swelling that makes 
injuries difficult to diagnose, 

| doctors suspected a broken 
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E l LONELY man. 
J Gullit 
M mistrusts 
journalists after the 
Italians luridly 
reported his divorce 
last year. He has two 
young daughters for 
company... 



kneecap Mikhaihchenko’s World 
Cup looked as much a race against 
time as Gullit’s 

I hope the doomsayers are 
wrong I hope the Dutch right 
knee and the Soviet left are m 
good shape by June 

Gullit has already needed nine 
month’s convalescence His 
damage was a knot of tangled 
cartilage and fragmented bone 
exacerbated by risking his future 
so that Milan could win the 
European Champions’ Cup last 
May Mikhailichenko, by 
contrast, was told a busted 
kneecap requires straightforward 
surgery 

Prom bitter experience—a 
“simple” kneecap fracture ended 
my prospects years ago —I break 
out in a sweat on the Soviet’s 
behalf No surgery can be taken 
for granted No two injuries heal 
alike No joint obeys a specific 
time schedule to heal 

Indeed, we should no more 
compare Gullit and 
Mikhailichenko as patients than 
as performers Mikhailichenko 
powerfully athletic, generates 
geat depths of lung power beyond 
most contemporaries He shoots 


Gullit and Marco Van Beaten 
after the European cham¬ 
pionship triumph. Will Van Bea¬ 
ten be left alone In Italy? 

well, he backs up teammates The 
very model of consistency But he 
is no Gullit 

Gullit in full motion ih genius 
whose huge stride can move him 
into areas few know exist When 
his mind trusts his body there is 
no more natural team leader Yet 
inside his head as much as inside 
the right knee there is now 
confusion 

A lonely man he mistrusts 
journalists after the Italians 
luridly reported his divorce last 
year He has two young daughters 
for company By morning he 
cycles and by evening he attends 
physiotherapy and positive 
thinking sessions Conflicting 
voices fill his head 

"Don't do anything stupid don t 
nsk the rest of your playing dayB 
by coming back too soon,’ Johan 
Cruyff a former coach has 
counseled 

“Think of me,” teammate Marco 
van Basten might say “Think 
how bad my two ankles were 
before the 1988 European 
Championship and how quickly I 
was able to come off the 
substitutes’ bench to score goals 
for Holland ’ 

Unfortunately, Italy is soccer’s 
pot of gold, but no mecca for 
medicine 

Gullit retreated to Belgium, to 
an orthopaedist, Marc Martens 
for a third operation aftei wildly 
fluctuating Italian medical 
efforts 

Likewise, Gianluca Vialh, the 
darling of Italian soccer, has 







C OME the World 
Cup. I fear Vialli 
will be pumped 
full of pain killer 
and sent out to 
perform., .your guess 
is equal to mine as 
to what will be left of 
the most coveted 
Italian of his time 




ventured abroad to be told 
something quite new about his 
persistent foot injury. 

When Vialli played without 
inspiration much of last year, the 
media castigated him. Too rich, 
too spoilt, too disinterested, they 
said. He didn’t dare cry aloud 
about the ache that filled his right 
boot whenever he set foot on the 
turf. 

When a bone in the foot •** 

splintered last December, 
Sompdoria’s specialist encased the 
leg in plaster and suggested that 
six to eight weeks would cure all. 
i The pain is still with Vialli. 
Sampdoria sent him to Barcelona, 
whose experts diagnosed a 
permanent fault caused by the 
way he runs, bearing the weight 
on the outside of the foot. 

Now what? Build up his shoe 
and his boot? Teach him a new 
gait? 

Come the World Cup, I fear 
Vialli will be pumped full of pain 
killer and sent out to perform. He, 
after all, is the only current 
Italian his nation trusts to score 
goals (he has a record 11 in 42 
matches for the national team). 

Your guess is equal to mine as 
to what will then be left of the 
most coveted Italian of his time, 

„ for whom Sampdoria turned down 
$9.6 million from Naples two 
years ago, for wham it has refused 
to name a price to Juventus. 










WORLD CUP TEAMS 



; THER 

i count¬ 

ries 

i have 

their 

! history 

1 Uruguay has its 
football,” said Ondmo 
Viera of Uruguay, to 
i noted scribe Mr Brian 
1 Glanville during the 
1966 World Cup 
Whatever be the 
romantic truth about 
this observation, 
Uruguay has been 
i regarded as a tiny 
| nation but a footballing 
giant 

I Forty years have 
| flown since Uruguay’s 
I last triumph m 1950 
Twenty since its 
semifinal entry in 1970, 
Mexico If it has to 
maintain its c redibility 
of a forgotten giant this 
1 tiny South American 
I state must finish in the 
last four m Italy Or else 
| its triumph in the Copa 
* America and the Copa 
I Libertadores de 
I America, will not 
i compensate, however 
. mi press i ve it may be in 
I South American soccer 
i Forming a valuable 
part of the South 
American "Big Three” 
Uruguayan players have 
always been regarded 
in terms of pure skills, 
mar ginully inferior to 
the Argent ines and 
Brazilians But the 
Uruguayans score over 
their rivals as far as 
eoui age and guts are 
concerned A 
combination, which is 
immediately 
disconcerting to their 
rivals 

Not surprisingly, 
some of the most skilful 
players of the world 
have been products of 
this “Purple Land” 
Players like Pedro Cea, 
Hector Scarone, the two 
Andrades (uncle and 

7 « 


newphew), the two 
Varelas (also uncle and 
nophew'), Juan Alberto 
Schiaffino (who could 
easily find a permanent 
place m an all time tirst 
22 list), Ladislav 
Mazurkiewicz 
(goalkeeper), Pedro 
Rocha, Fernando 
Morena, and now the 
two heroes in Enzo 
Francescoli and Ruben 
Sosa 

Their clubs too 
Naeional and Penarol 
have more than matched 
the national squad s 
ac luevements by 
consistently winning 
the highest laurels 

Italia 1990 will be 
Uruguay’s ninth World 
Cup With Washington 
Tabarez as the new 
manager, and the 
foreign based players 
deciding the team 
strength, it is 
intriguing to see whei e 
they stand in Italy 

The 1989 Copa 
Ainer lea tournament 
provided a elue 

As champions of the 
1983 and 1987 
tournaments, Uruguay 
had its best squad 
available m 1989 but 
finished second to 
Brazil having lost a 

total of three matches 
Two in the first round, 
to Ecuador and fierce 
rivals Argentina and 
one in the final to hosts, 
Brazil Pitted against 
Argentina, Ecuador, 
Chile and Bolivia in 
Group II, they finished 
second, with 4 points, to 
Argentina, who finished 
first with 6 pomts 


Progressing to the 
final round, they 
finished the South 
American runners-up, 
with four points in thiee 
games Wing striker 
Ruben Sosa was the best 
player on view, scoring 
four goals Enzo 

Francescoli and Rubens 
Paz (the hero o* the 1981 
Copa Oro won by 
Uruguay), were flashy 


Goalkeeper Zeoli and 
right wing back, De 
Leon, formed a 
formidable defence, 
saving several 
dangerous situations 
As a whole, they were 
surprisingly 
inconsistent And belied 
their expectations 

Succeeding Mr Omar 
Borras.Mi Tabarez now 
admits that you cannot 





makes saints out or 
rowdies Instead of 
purifying' their 
conscience, change their 
technique 

Consequently, he has 
retained only four of the 
1986 squad They will 
defend all the way Then 
score on the breakaway 
But will be capable of a 
sustained onslaught on 
the opponent’s goal, 
once the chips are down 

The 1-4-4-2 formation 
used in the 1989 Copa 
America championship 
is being retained From 
the 1987 squad three 
players are being 
retained 


Muiaitr: Washington Tabarez 
CalOHfS: Light blue shirts. Black shorts. 
Black stockings 

OffMMtS: Group E (Verona & Udine): 
South Korea. Spain. Belgium. 

Previous World Cm appMrancK: 1930. 
Champions. 1950: Champions 1954 
Fourth after losing third place match to 
Austria. 1962: First round elimination. 
1966: Quarterfinaiists 1970" Fourth after 
losing third-pice match to W Germany 
1974. First round elimination. 1986- 
second round elimination. 


Midftelder-stnker Enzo 
Francescoli (Olympique 
Marseille), is getting a 
second chance to redeem 
himself, having been 
misused by Borras in 
Mundial 1986. Mexico 


m 

V** 



If he flows, with good 
support from Antonio 
Alssamendi (lxigrones, 
Spain) m midfield and 
Ruben Sosa m attack he 
could become the hero m 
Italy Partirulaily if tin 

1985 wonderboy Carlos 
Aguilera also sf rikes 
form 

At his beef 
Francescoli is 
devastating I jean and oi 
medium height he u- 
quick to spot openings 
and is quick and 
explosive on the ball lie 
is also a splendid 
dribbler, when 
demanded 

He is Tabarez's ideal 
attacker 1 rom deep 
positions, hke Pele was 
for Brazil And at 2Y 
years, he has time on hib 
side for a third World 
Cup appearance 

Rubens Paz, at 30 
years who has changed 
clubs very frequently, is 
now with Genoa, Italy 
He is to be the other 
creator in midfield 
using his stylishly 
exquisite left foot to 
advantage 

Antonio Alzamendi at 
33 years is virtually m 
his second and last 
World Cup Vo fri d the 

1986 ‘Player of the Year' 
for South America, lie 
may strike a good 
rapport with Sosa, the 
other short, strong and 
fast winger 

The final squad could 
have Zeoli at goal. 


stylish and acrobatic 
The defenders are most 
likely Herrera, De Leon, 
Gutierrez and 
Dominguez with Pablo 
Bengoeehea as a 
substitute The 
formidable midfield will 
perhaps see Correa, 
Ostulaza. Paz, 
Francescoli, Perdomo 
and Aguilera, in action, 
with changes according 
to whatever strategy is 
adopted 

The strikers will 
nat urally be Sosa and 
Alzamendi as first 
choices Apuilera, if he 
does not pi iy midfielder 
could 1« an all out 
sti ik< i, if Sosa or 
Alzamendi are unabi< o 
play for any reason 
Ruben da Silva 
Martinez and Peiena are 
t hi tv other strikers 
waiting on the wings 

Onpapoi this lb a 
very strong squad And 
Mr Tabarez is seeking a 
blend Surely if soccer 
is an mtui national 
game one has to seek'a 
blend Not be insular 
Tabarez s blend is, the 
disc lphnp and tactical 
sophistication of 
Europe' played in South 
American style with 
natural ball skills and 
inventiveness 

Mr Tabarez is satisfied 
with his group 
opponents Group K is 
going to be fiercely 
contested With the 
South Koreans now 
confident of defeating 
the Uruguayans, it is 
unlikely that the latter 
will not turn bitter and 
rowdy when the chips 
are down Belgium, the 
second raters of world 
soccer, and Spam will 
add a lot of suspense 

It is very mlerestrag 
to see who goes through 
to the next round 
Saints 9 Or sinners 9 


By PaUab Muhury 
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NADIA THE 
ENIGMA 

S HE was doing 
okay when she 
■tanned the 
world with all those 
perfect scores In 
Montreal. Not that 
■he does not stun the 
world now—for her 
achievements as far 
as her private life is 
concerned should 
also get her a score 
of 10. 

Yes, Nadia Comaneci stunned the press 
when she announced her forthcoming 
marriage. Not to the man she lives with in 
Los Angeles, but to her *best friend'in 
Bucharest, computer programmer Mihai 
Vasilescu. 

Till her recent announcement, Nadia’s 
friends in the US thought she was crazy 
about rugged freelance roofer Constantin 
Panalt, a 36-year-old, married, father of four. 
Together they shared a one-bedroom 
apartment in Los Angeles since he helped 
her flee from communist Rumania. But 
Nadia appeared on Tokyo television saying 
Mihai was the real love of her life. 

She finished by saying, “We will get 
married when he arrives. He is quite tall and 
handsome." But then someone quipped, “I’ll 
believe it when I see it. I’ve never heard his 
name before.” 


Tyson’* cup runn#th 
over 



SUPER Cl EVE Ballesteros 

ec .._ apart from being a 

atVt K/ class golfer is now 

being hailed as a‘savi 

our’ of sorts.This rare titlewas conferred upon him 
after a fishing trip almost turned to disaster (not 
for him). 

The Spanish superstar golfer saved a man who 
had fallen into the sea. The incident occurred 
when Ballesteros was returning to the harbour 
near his luxury hotel, near Dubai after an 
angling expedition. In almost total darkness the 
man, a deck hand, fell from a nearby quay 
and Ballesteros, who 
was in Dubai for the 
Emirates Airline 
Desert Classic, was on 
the spot to pick him up 
from the wafer. A 
second man also fell in 
and later got four 
stitches for a gash in 
the leg. 

Seve later said, “I 
was glad I was there. I 
was concerned about 
their welfare and did 
not hesitate in 
jumping in.” Typical 
Spanish What say? 




MIKE’S HASSLES 


HUE Tyson's 


AVJLtobeatan 
all-time high. After 
ths tenth round KO 


Mike came home only 
fobs shattered by the 
news of Ms sister’s 
dea th. Tyson's sister. 


Tyson Is estranged 
from Ms brother end 
neverspeaksto his 
tether. His mother, 
who was divorced, 
died when he was 16. 
His sister's death was 
not the only problem 
troubling Tyson—24 


m ysteri o usly at her 
home in New York. 
Donice was the ex 
champ's cl o s e st 
relative, the only one 
ho ever chose to visit. 

Tyson got the news 
whan he was at his 
home In Alisny 


a ccus ed of being the 
father of a dancer’s 
baby boy. The mother 
Trane Archie, 
claimed In a paternity 
suit that he was the 
father. “I don’t love 


want him to 


rest of humanity. 










Honeyghan fighting 
for Mandela 


CHARITABLE LLOYD 


W ELTERWEIGHT chomp Lloyd Honeyghan 
has developed a charitable outlook just 
before hie forthcoming fight. The 
Jamaican bom Londoner was in a position to 
make known his views against racism when the 
WBA ordered him to defend his title against a 
South African and Lloyd responded 
dramatically. He stressed his views against 
racism by holding Us WBA belt over a rubbish 
bin. Now he's gone and dedicated Us next fight 
against Mark Breland, to Nelson Mandela. 

Honeyghan in this fight will try to regain the 
WBA title that he threw away in 1986. But Us 
problems with the WBA continue (courtesy: the 
dustbin episode). Elias Cordova, championship 
committee chairman of the WBA said that 
Honeyghan would box over Us dead body and 
to make matters worse. Honeyghan was not 
qualified because the WBA refused to give him 
a rating. He did get it later but only through 
diplomatic approaches. Honeyghan has put on 
the war paint now: he's shaved half Us head, 
emulating an African tribe. Let's hope Breland 
d oesn't shave the other half. 


ADULTROUS TESSA 

H ARDLY had Tessa Sanderson finished 
lambasting Fatima Whitbread in print, 
accusing her of coaching the Auasies, 
than fate caught up with her and now she’s on 
the other side of the firing line. 

The Olympics Golden Girl was accused of 
having an affair with a married body-builder. 
An accusation which Tessa vehemently denies. 
Add to that charges of her having had sex with 
this so-called fitness instructor and you have a 
real daddy of a gossip on your hands. Tessa off 
course denies charges that she even had sex 
with this man, even though she had spent the 
night with him on a double bed. This defies all 
pathological argument. Attorney George 
Carmen said, “At the very least you would 
raise your eyebrows at the credibility of the 
suggestion. It strains belief that a virile 
young man and an attractive young woman 
like Tessa Sanderson share a double bed and 
have no sexual contact.” Heh, heh, how. bout it 
Tessa? 



T HE Yanks do not 
believe in cheap 
talk. So if you 
want the big wigs to 
talk, you gotta pay, 
and pay through your 
nose. Wanna know the 
rates the big ‘uns 
charge just for 
delivering a speech? 
Check this list out. 
This is the 
approximate per 
speech asking (and 
usually fetching) 
price for some of 
Yanklands most 
popular 
speech-makers: 


WHO 

Ronald Reagan 
Arnold Palmer 
Oliver North 
Chuck Yeager 
Hr«n Blanchard 

George Will 
MikeDitka 
Leslaoooca 

AlHaig 

Danny Sullivan 
Robert Ballard 


TALK MONEY! 

WHAT 

Former President 
Golf legend 
Iran-Contra stooge 
Teat pilot 

Author: One-Minute 
Manager 

Syndicated columnist 
Chicago Bears coach 
Chrysler Motors 
honcho 

Former Secretary of 
State 

Race car driver 
Titanic finder 


... . 

-tMAWO ■ • 
$18,000 












A nother cover 
story on Imran 9 Is 
Sportaworld going over 
board 9 

The confession is that 
i we wanted to do this one 
I for a long time—even be¬ 
fore the senes in Pakis¬ 
tan last year Essentially 
to analyse Imran's con¬ 
tribution to Pakistan 
cricket and, why, rack¬ 
et itself What eventual¬ 
ly transpired was a dilu¬ 
tion m attempt -only a 
90-minute interview in 
Sialkot last year We 
consigned the transcript 
to temporary cold stor¬ 
age and sniffed for an 
opportunity 

Trust Imran to bail us 
out again Pakistan lost 
the Test series in Au¬ 
stralia and capsized in 
the finals of the three- 
nation limited overs 
senes but Imran 9 He 
walked off with the In¬ 
ternational Cricketer of 
the Year award within 
four weeks of being 
nominated Man of the 
Senes in the Nehru Cup 
Amazing twist of a 
career that was presum 
ably retired’ at the Gad 
dafi Stadium on 4 
November 1987 
Posterity remembers 
only what historians tell 
it We have always been 
told that if the Bodyluie 
controversy was re¬ 
solved wittun a year, we 
have the MCC to con¬ 
gratulate that if the 
’throwing' problem of 
the early Sixties was 
weeded out effectively, 
the men behind it were 
Gubby Allen and Don 
Bradman, that if cricke¬ 
ters today are receiving 
fatter paychecks than 
ever before, they ought 
to at least send Kerry 
Packer a ‘Thank you’ 
card, that if the West 
Indies emerged as an 
unbeatable world power 
from 1976 to 1985, the 
man responsible was not 
only Clive Lloyd but also 
a certain Sir F M M 
Worrell 

Wonder if the historians 
of 2010 A D will be able 
to take as objective a 
stance when it comes to 



third-country Test 
umpires Wonder if they 
will be able to credit the 
histone implementation 
of such umpires to Im¬ 
ran Khan Will they be 
able to chronicle that it 
wasn’t an Englishman 
who dared to break the 
status-quo but a Pakista¬ 
ni 9 Or will they while 
doing a resume of Im¬ 
ran, sum him up as ‘Sex 
symbol All-rounder 
Captain’ 9 

It was Imran who made 
the biggest contribution 
to Pakistan's nse as a 
world-power - from the 
win in Sydney, 1976-77, 
to the winning of the 
Nehru Cup m 1989 Now 
m his 38th year he not 
only is the international 
captain with the longest 
tenure among the cur 
rent lot, but also has a 
Test series won in Eng¬ 
land and India to his 


credit, the Austral-Asia 
Cup and the Nehru Cup 
as well, apart from an 
honourably drawn 
senes m the Caribbean 
But having done so 
much for Pakistan 
cricket and its image 
has also prompted the 
theory that Imran has 
added to his stature at 
the expense of the in¬ 
stitution he represents 
He is so powerful within 
Pakistan cricket today 
that if the team is 
selected without his 
approval, he threatens 
to resign So in effect, he 
selects he shuffles, he 
calls or sends back play¬ 
ers midway through a 
senes, he chooses, he 
drops, he decides, he 
advises, he negotiates 
he presides Not even 
Gavaskar at his most 
powerful could get away 
with as much Imran did 
Sony, does 


The danger with such 
monopolies start when 
such monopolies end 
Pakistan cricket without 
Imran is going to be a 
painful hangover The 
team may fragment, its 
effectiveness may taper 
and its image may revert 
to the Dark Ages when 
their racket mandarins 
manipulated results via 
the puppets Messrs 
Rana and Hayat Worse 
still, people may lose m 
terest m their cricket 
We got a preview of what 
may be m store for them 
m their late 1987 senes 
against England Inter¬ 
nationally, that senes 
provoked no interest 
and had it not been for 
Shakoor Rana’s famous 
conversation with Mike 
Gatting in the middle of 
the Faisalabad Test, the 
series might ha’ o been 
consigned to an anony¬ 
mous end 

Genuine appreciation is 
very much a post 
humous thing we are 
never able to iully evaln | 
ate the goodness of 
things until they are 
long past It takes repe¬ 
ated Indian batting fai 
lures now for us to 
appreciate how good ' 
Gavaskar was, it has 
t aken an meffectu e l 
Kapil Dev of 1990 for us | 
to appraise his wicket 
taking ability of 1980 
And so with Imran 
Savour him while he is 
still around If not the 
Imran running in to 
bowl, then the Imran 
raising his bat to ack¬ 
nowledge yet another 
lOO Or the Imran stand¬ 
ing at mid-on, impas¬ 
sively signalling some¬ 
one closer, motioning 
another further and de¬ 
vising some scheme for 
annihilation Or the 
visionary who has the 
honesty of using third- 
country umpires when a 
Rana or a Hayat will 
make winnmg so much 
easier 

So savour him m his last 
years, maybe months | 
He will not be around for ' 
long j 


How will history judge Imran 20 years from 
now? 
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PEPPFRMIN TS 


Unpack this roll and observe its extraordinary 
effect on the people you go trekking with. 





THE SPORTSWORLD-MARINE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 



Sportsworld ts available by (inland) post 

Rs 310 a year (52 issues) Rs 610 for two years (104 issues) An annual saving of Rs 54 per year on the newsstand 

pnce plus a book delivered to you 



Tick off the one/two titles vou war t and send your order mentio itng your address and the two/one book you want to 
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HOLY MOSES* 
HE’S BACK! 


T hough sporting 

comebacks are as 
common as the 
change of seasons, 
few of them are ever. 
truly successful. 

So why should any sane/think¬ 
ing sports lover hope that Edwin 
Moses, will hold off the challenge 
of his young opponents at the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics? Mainly 
because sporting idols are scarce¬ 
ly viewed with any semblance of 
sanity. It is the sort of sentimental 
attachment. 

In fact ever since the brash 
37-year-old U.S. athlete was laid 
low at the Seoul Olympics in 1988 
to settle for a bronze, he had 
virtually hung up his hurdling 
boots and was devoting most of 


EDWIN MOSES has 
come out of 
retirement to train 
for the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics 
where he will try 
and win his third 
gold in the 
400m hurdles 
at the age of 39. 


his time to fighting drugs in 
sports. 

But then came the surprise 
news that Moses was back on the 


track training hard for the 1992 
Olympics. The hurdler is fine- 
tuning himself to get in medal 
shape after a 13-month break dur¬ 
ing which he chaired the United 
States Olympic Committee's fight 
against drugs in sport. 

Moses who will be 39 by the time 
of the 1992 Games, will join 
another American comeback star, 
Mark Spitz, who too is training to 
try and win his record tenth gold 
medal at a near-grandfatherly age 
of 42. 

Moses says he has started slow¬ 
ly and is finding that the time off 
is no real hurdle. "A lot of the old 
nagging injuries that had been 
bothering me are gone", he says. 
Moses is following an initially 
moderate plan "to preserve myself 





























far getting into aftOr mV lOS 

the '92 Games. At i> _■ *_ 

my age, I’m not ® 00S8I88 
going to run (in SUCC0SS 
meets) when I ^ 

don’t want to .I'm 

playing a completely different 
game than the younger guys". 

Winner of two* gold medals in 
the 1976 and 1984 Olympic and a 
bronze in the Seoul Oames, Moses 
is out to defy time and perhaps for 
the last time prove that he is the 
greatest hurdling champ ever in 
the history of athletics—a status 
he enjoyed before the Seoul 
Oames. 

“I’m now once again in great 
nick”, he says. In his 13-year 
streak before the Seoul Olympics 
he had lost just seven races and 
only two since he won the Gold 
Medal at the 1976 Olympic—once 
in 1987 to Harald Schmid of West 
Germany in Berlin and again the 
same year to American Danny 
Harris in Madrid when his glasses 
fogged and he failed to finish the 
race. But later in Rome he beat 
both of them flat, breasting the 
tape ahead of Harris with Schmid 
coming in third. 

‘I’ve still got a lot of energy”, 
says the bespectaled and bearded 
Mosea, “and I've still got the will to 
win And after my loss at Seoul I'm 
obsessed with success”. 

Age, Moses knows, is not on his 
side and he is also aware that the 
opposition from the young preten¬ 
ders would be formidable. “But”, 
he says, “I'm hungry to show 
these guys who is the best. 1 still 
love the sport, so there's no reason 
to stop. 1 know I can compete at 
my best still in Barcelona. I still 
feel hungry and 1 can go out and 
win ” 

A forlorn Moses, with the wind 
taken out of him at Seoul had 
returned sheepishly to America 
and began crusading against 
drugs. He became chairman of the 
US Olympic Committee's substance 
abuse panel and called for an 
independent investigator “to look 
into the drug problem”. He said 
the investigator should be “given 
the authority to offer limited 
amnesty to athletes and coaches 
when necessary to encourage in¬ 
dividuals to cooperate with the 
investigation”. The probe in ques¬ 


Tve *till |rta lot* 
energy, and I've still get 
the will to win... and 
after my loss at Seoul. 
I'm obsessed with 
success” 
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tion was into the allegations made 
against prominent US athletes in¬ 
cluding Florence Griffith-Joyner 
and Carl Lewis by a US 400 metre 
runner, Darrel Robinson. 

“We are tired of hearing all the 
accusations that have clouded the 
sport for a number of years,” said 
Moses. “It is about time we did 
something”. Now, that the US 
Olympic Committee has endorsed 
his plan to combat drugs. Moses 
says he can get in shape to com- 


”At Barcelona I will 
prove that age is not 
really a factor in 
competing. I wish I 
were like a musician or 
an artiste and could 
compete all my life. But 
if s a young man's 
game..” 
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pete at a meet by May or June and 
then start training for the Olym¬ 
pics and “be my old self again. I 
may be vulnerable but my time 
hasn’t come yet.” 

At Barcelona, Moses says, “I will 
prove that age is not really a 
factor In competing”. But on a 
more frank note be adds, “I wish 1 
were like a musician or an artiste 
and could compete all my life. But 
it’B a young man’s game, a high- 
performance sport. You may be as 
young sjs you feel, but when 
you’re 50-years-old you can't do it 
any more”. 

But Edwin Moses hopes to do it 
in Barcelona by the time he is 
pushing 40. And as he trains all 
alone running on sand or grass 
near his Newport Beach home in 
California, only one thought 
flashes through his mind—will he 
actually be able to do it? 

By C. Marcus Roeo 
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TYSON TAMER’, JAMES 
IGNORED AND LAUGHED 



After kto victory he 
revealed* hint of 

remtmSemmetor 
hi*m*£her. Butjmgt 
atquUMy, 
couiaerpumcked gurf 
study “Asfpumw, he 

(3MfMiArf«iK 

Idem*" 



'BUSTER’ DOUGLAS HAS TRAVELLED A LONG WAY. 
AT. AT ONE TIME, PEOPLE NOW SAY... 

CHAMP! 


NSE3E the fight arena, the 
cameras zero in on two 
men who make their way 
towards the nng Men of 
various contrasts, not just 
by stature or character but 
by the way they treat life or 
rather, how life treats them 
Gradually, they lumber through 
the crowds slip through the taut 
ropes, into the nng The shorter 


of the two—no socks, no robes, 
just a towel, black shorts and 
black boots—takes the red corner 
and begins pacing up and down 
like an impatient assasm He is 
the undisputed heavyweight 
champion in the world And 
moreover, with the craftiest 
promoter in the business This 
fighter is truly an assassin—he 
does not believe in torturing his 


opponents or elongating his 
contests He is quick, cruel and 
strong So much so, that his 
fights have almost been redu led to 
no-contests He, however, nas one 
major problem Winning has been 
so easy, such a formality, that he 
refuses to anticipate a loss He 
believes for sure he cannot lose 
this fight in fact he has already 
booked his flight home A flight 











Flatonth* floor, a hs lpl sts 
Tyson lossahis gumshisM 
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...Tyson got what ho usually 
dishes out A four-punch 
combination followed by a 
left hook from Douglas 

that leaves three hours after his 
fight. Three hours) 

The challenger has to be, and is, 
different. He walks almost 
gingerly into the ring as if it were 
an alien place. He ie after ail 
supposed to be the victim—no 
ohanoe of him surviving, they had 
said.A minute maybe, give or take 
a few seoonds .clad in a while 
gown, his faoe is oovered by a 
hood no one oould eee that face. If 
only they can. So many things are 
going through hie mind during 
that short walk to the ring. His 
whole life was going in a fast 
rewind... 

He watched his younger brother 
Artie dying from a gunshot 
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wound. Seven years ago, while he 
watched helplessly. Three years 
ago, his father gave up on him. 
Last summer, his wife walked out 
leaving him with only two dogs as' 
a memory. Just when he thought 
he found Qod, his mother, the 
'centrepiece'of his life, left him 
too. She died of a stroke. The 
mother of his 11-year-old son was 
in and out of hospital, suffering 
from leaukamia. He had beoome 
an alcoholic and drank his way to 
a DWI (Drunk While Introrioated) 
charge last fall. Through all this, 
there was the terrifying prospect' 
of meeting, and fighting the man 
who waited for him. Hs smilsd 
wistfully, life oouldn't be better, or 

Douglas Is the master of all 
ha surveys...and world 
heavyweight champ! 












could it? 

The bell rang: and they began 
The challenger fought like a man 
possessed, as if desperate to 
exorcise some demon within him 
He was taller, always, and now 
smarter—his jab hissing through 
the air like an angry cobra—all 
the while using the champion's 
£aoe as a punching bag. Then he 
was down But he found an 
unusual strength to get up and 
then he found magic—a hard four 
punch combination rattled the 
champion and a curving left hook 
put an end to his reign The toil, 
the agony, the heartache did a 
very quick fast forward It was all 
gone, all gone! It all seemed so 
easy The joy like a soothing balm 
oovered the mental scars. The 
worst was over, the best was yet to 
come 'It'B party time' he shouted 
to his son Lamar, as they made 
their way towards each other, 
towards an emotional embrace 
The camera narrowed on them 
and one almost waited for the 
credits 

Where's Sylvester Stallone? This 
sounds like a couple of chapters 
from yet another Bocky sequel A 
perfect preface fox Stallone to 
make qnother couple of million 
bucks Except that whatever 
happened, acutally happened 
This was no movie This was real 
life The challenger was James 
'Buster' Douglas, a man who 
fought against the proverbial 
odds to win And the man he 
knocked out was ‘Iron’ Mike 
Tyson, once the boy champion, 
now the spoi It bad guy Boxing 
had a new hero 

And they used to think Douglas 


When he went back 
to training at the 
Fitnees Trend health 
club, a tan told him 
that now he was only 
al$*l underdog to 
beat Tyson. Said 
Pony fas, Wi up 
ftomlOtbL* i 


WHAT THE BIG WIGS SAY 


T yson's shocking defeat at 
the hands of'Buster' 
Douglas has dimmed the 
chances of other fighters 
having a go at him. Two 
aspirants in this raoe for the 
heavyweight title are British 
heavies Gary Mason and Frank 
Bruno. 

dispute and the eventual 
rematch will force both fighters 
to stay in the queue while 
Tyson seeks revenge However, 
Mason haw no doubts about 
accepting the presence of the 
new champion. "Tyson was 
beaten fair and squarehe 
said. "It's scandalous that they 
tried to take hie crown away. 

He fought the fght of his life to 
get it." 

Manager Terry Lawless also 
went with the referee, "Tyson 
looked lethargic and got a good 
whacking,’’ he said. "Douglas 
was definitely down a long time 
but we’ve always lived by the 
rule that a referee's decision is 
final." 

Jim Watt, a one-time world 
lightweight champ, said 
"There’s no doubt that Douglas 


is the champ. It’s disgraceful 
and all Douglas has to do is sue 
for potential loss of earnings as 
the rightful champion. It was 
the greatest thing to see Mike 
Tyson being reduced to a 
human being with flaws * 

Henry Cooper, a survivor from 
the All days said'"The fight is 
won or lost in the ring and 
Douglas is the champ as far as 
I’m concerned ” 

Secretary John Morris of the 
British Board of Control Bays' 
"Any tmkermg with the 
refbree's decision can only 
damage the credibility of world 
boxing ” 

Trainer Angelo Dundee who 
guided All to three 
heavyweight crowns said, “The 
guy (Tyson ) got knocked out 
and the fight was over You 
want to make a rematch 9 Fine, 
but Douglas is still the 
champion ” 

WBC chief Jose Suleiman 
finally agreed when he 
commented "In my eyes 
Douglas is the champion 'So 
what now, Mike 9 


was a coward 1 At least his father 
thought so Billy'Dynamite' 
Douglas one-time welterweight 
champ, and father of James 
Douglas, seemingly disowned his 
son when 'Buster walked away in 
the tenth round of lus fight with 
Tony Tucker a fight, he appeared 
to be winning 

But before the Tyson fight they 
exchanged a few words that 
mattered ‘He did exactly what we 
talked about, ‘said his father “1 
just wanted him to be aggressive 
and beat Tyson to the punch I was 
confident that if he hit him, Tyson 
would clock out” The old man was 
right 

Douglas J r is not the archetypal 
heavyweight boxer—he's actually 
a “natural nice guy’ This was 
evident in Tokyo before the fight 
when he impressed the impressive 
Japanese with his politeness and 


devout behaviour A stark 
contrast to Tyson’s surliness He's 
going to beat Tyson 9 No way, he’s 
too nice Boxing pundits of 
course, had nbbed Douglas not 
giving him, even a ghost ol a 
chance Except Tim May that is, 
the boxing writer from the 
Columbus Despatch, Douglas’ 
hometown paper May in his 
observation, predicted victory for 
Douglas, because, (1) Douglas 
loved his mother and (2) he hated 
Tyson and his bullying tactics 
“Who knows where these 
combined emotions will take 
Tyson” he observed “To the 
boxing upset of all time, a win 
over undisputed heavyweight 
champ, Mike Tyson 9 ' 

Douglas owes May one and 
when he broke down in the 
post-fight interview while talking 
about his mother to HBO's Larry 
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WHAT DON 
KINO HAD 
TO SAY 
-FINALLY 



W reren USTER Douglas is 
BZ the champ," 

JUP admitted Dcm King. 
‘I never asked anybody to 
change the decision. It waa all 
part of the hype to get a 
rematch.” The governing 
bodies who treated Douglae ao 
shabbily will, however, insist 
that his first title defence be 
against Tyson. 

The return match is now 
scheduled to be held at Donald 
Trump's new showpiece—the 
Taj Mahal—in Atlantic City on 
June 18. Billed as the Fight of 
the Century, it will easily 
replace the previously planned 
multi-million pound 
showdown between Tyson and 
No. l challenger Evander 
Holyfield. As fbr Holyfiald, he’s 
reporte d ly going to get 88 
million just to sit it out! All this 
tsmsshs lnapite of trying to 
deny Douglas his crown’ 


Merchant, he revealed a hint of 
emotion, tears of rememberance. 
But just as quickly like a true 
champ he oounterpunohed and 
said, "As you saw, he (Tyson) was 
flat on his ass ” 

Six years ago, in 1984, Douglas 


stood at the corner of a street in 
hometown Columbus, Ohio 
watching tbs homeooming of 
light welterweight Jerry Page 
who won an Olympic gold medal. 
Columbus had organised a parade 
in Page’s honour, while Douglas 
was issuing tickets to promote his 
own fight against Dave Jaoo. 
Ringside tickets going for 910. 
The fight never even came off, it 
was cancelled. Douglas went on to 
fight again, but hie career record 
(99 wins—4-losses-1 knockout) 
was just decent Anri then came 
payday 

For Douglas, hie own 
homeooming was simple, just like 
the people in Columbus A parade 
was Organised and in a few 
seoondB 95,000 people had lined 
the streets showering him with 
pink carnations. The champ had a 
Mack jacket on and on hie cap was 
written, "Only my beet, James 
Douglas," Words which m a way 
summed up the fight 


With fame comes a 
few obligations 
towards the public, 
his fans* He is also 
getting hip, you see 
nehashisown 
private phone 
number into which 
he can put taped 
messages 


The town of Columbus which 
had almost always neglected him, 
received him in the beet way they 
could—he belonged! He is the 
champ now, but there is no 
change in his behaviour Hedoes 
not gloat over what he has done or 
maybe it is because he does not 
realise what he has done. Even 
though he faces the possibility of 
immense financial gains he has 
few plans for extravagance. A 
boat, perhaps a suit and maybe a 
Mercedes Benz? 

But with fame there are always 
a few obligations towards the 
public, his fans. He is also getting 
hip—he has his own private phone 
number into which he can now 


put taped messages. The world of 
boxing is stunned by hie 
innooenoe and naivete. Douglas 
himself is stunned by the 
enormous to sudden changes in 
hie life Nothing is, nor will be, 
the same again. 

However, inspite of all the new 
additions to his life, nothing is 
easy, for the image of Mike Tyson 
looms large everywhere The 
position Douglas holds, that of 
heavyweight champion of the 
world, is considered only 
temporary People predict a 
victory for Tyson in their 


WHAT MIKE 
TYSON HAD 
TO SAY 



A black-eyed and 

tho roughly chastened 
Mike Tyson flew into 
America to face another 
pounding, this time from his 
lane. 

The fan* reportedly are 
enraged at the fact that Tyson 
actually pulled strings to try 
aadretain hia title. The former 
champ, however, insisted be 
thought that Douglas wae Out 
when he 'tagged him’. Tve got 
to fight him again aamtmjMl 
can and beat him real bbcl.'w 
said, Douglas retorted: 
instst on a rematch, ftt dadtre# 
Mm." 

























Even though he faces 
images of immense 
financial prospects 
he has few plans for 
extravagance . A 
boat, perhaps a suit 
and maybe a 
Mercedes Benz? 


rematch, and also a return of 
boxing to its previous 
non-com petitivo status 

Douglas, now 29, intends to put 
m two more fights into his boxing 
diary before calling it a day Two 
more fights one against Evander 
Holyfield and the other against 
Tyson Stilt, experts feel that he 
may not be able to achieve this 
ami Not even his fans when he 
went bac k t< > training at the 
Fit i toss Ti end health club a fan 
told him that he was a 10-1 
underdog to beat Tyson Sad 
Douglas ‘That & up from 10O-1 ’ 
Douglas was booked at 42-1 before 
the tight 

The affection tor him is still 
very evident though Sometimes 
it is worth stopping and looking 
at At New York's La Guardia 
airport when he was surrounded 
by businessmen who took out 
pads m oi dor to get his 
autograph, a woman pushed her 
way thi ough the c rowd just to 
touch him People are analysing 
this affection as a sort of backlash 
lor the Tyson Circus As far as his 
personal plans cure concerned, a 
biography is m the off mg. he has 
already done two network 
morning shows and a number of 
radio shows The Coeby Show has 
sent feelero of interest and Diet 
Coke want him for their new ad 
campaign 

But though Douglas wants to 
spend most of his time with son 
I<amar, his fixation for a Tyson 
rematch is intense He was once 
discovered during a party in his 
house, alone m the basement. 




Mike Tyson hides from reality behind his dark glasses. He Is no mors 
heavyweight champion 

--atanng at a picture of Tyson. He 

now feels that Lamar is growing 
beyond his reach, but immediately 
with a mixture of fatherly pride 
and mock anger narrated, “I 
Thouah he feels his looked at his school journal once 

s&n is arnwina 8111111 was only girl8> firirl8 ’ 

mm ta growing As the camera pulled hook and 

beyond Ms reach , he as be walked out of the ring with 

ndAa with hitherto hie arms around his eon and the 

belt firmly strapped around ins 

prate OZWL tnOCK waist, Douglas' training song 

anger, **f looked at must have done a re-run in Jus 

l.v i— - 1 mind "You’re on the rosd to 

MS acnom journal glory/You’ve found the street of 

Once and it was only dreams all your pom and 

flirts airL ttirla sscnfice/Is worth it now, it seems 

« 9 W *9 Ths images grew smaller as they 

walked away it was only the 
beginning 

Robin Chatter)## 
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Keep the fragrance- 
not the prickly heat. 


Fights prickly heat with the fragrance of 
Lavender and Cologne. 


(0 

nycil 

Lavender 


It’s a wonderful 
new feeling. 

Nycil Lavender. 
With the fresh 
fragrance of 
Lavender and 
Cologne that feels 
so beautiful, 
so pampering. 

Try it today. 
You’ll love it. 
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SILLYPOINT BY TRISHANKU 


“TEST TbeNe 

mk UuiMMriitt mb 

■it. -Whit ashoddy w'AflA 

display! Is this what one Allilll 

gats for getting up si 

tjsomf r. . . 

The second one-day 

International between , 

mj Australis h,u ll \ 

just ended resulting in v \ 

yet another defeat for \ 

India. “What a miserable 
display,” I exclaimed. 

“It's high time we -— 

stopped playing oriaket. 

And if thie is the team of 
the 1890's, a Ug ‘boo’ to 
that prinoe of downs. 

Raj Singh Dungarpur.” 

1 had been watching 
the direct telecast with & 

Mend of mine, a 
wellknown producer of 
Hindi films. He 
appeared lost in 
thought. And then 
rubbing lus chin, he said 
reflectively, “Who 
knowsTThere could be a 
silver lining amidst this 
darkness ” ^ 

“Look, I know more 

about cricket than you,” L .. . . . ■ . 

I snapped. “If there had been a silver lining, I would 
have spotted it ” 

“You are mistaken.’* he went op. “You Bee. I have 
been watching these telecasts carefully and I feel 
that something oould be made out of him.*' 

“Who?" I wanted to know. 

“Manoj Prabhakar ” replied my friend. “With 
some training and a bit of luck, he could go far. At 
least, that is the impression I got from the telecasts, 
particularly the action replays.” 

“What pan one do with Prabhakar?” I asked. “At 
last, he is well settled in the side. He would be 
grateful for that, considering the treatment he had 
received from the selectors In the past." 

“You talk of nothing but cricket,” said my 
film-producer friend. “I can think of a different 
future for Manoj. He could be our next Angry 
YbtitifMan.” 

"What is that?" I asked. 

“A natural successor to Amitobh Bachchan,” said 
the friend with a distant look ip his eyes. “We want 
someone young, fresh, and looking really angry*. 
Prabhakar fits the bill.” 

“Oh, rot," I raid."That's your imagination 
running riot. This bloks cricketer. Not a 
OUbtum . dish urn hero.” 

"Btrtweoah®«dtohiSitetooru»,"*TsUdthe 
producer "Amitabh, as you saw in Tbolkn', ‘Main 


The New Angry 

Young Man 


H 



_ » --. A sm d ti oa n? m& 

IT AllllTV efm ‘Ag»s•peth’hss 

V lUlUJ «ons stele, flsMv and 

^ w hee lost his fire. Hut this 
P MOn fallow Prabhakar 

*aminded<*tfee , 
oaoe-great Baohofoan of 
fjbp Tk nJimr ^ yt * 

“Is that eoT tasked. 
‘Tbaftnswstome.” 

"PartknilarlywfeBnhe 
appeals tor Ibw or 
caught behind after 
every bail,” explained 
ttefUmproduaer friend. 
“Did you notice the 
intensity of the appeals, 
the energetic jump, 
turnabout, the glare... 
these have the entire 
gamut tf emotions.” 

“Now that you ,, 
m ent ion it, I see .yon® 
paint,” Isold. 

“We are trained to look 
for theae,” said the 
producer friend. “I was 
really taken shook fay 
the looks Manq) gives 
the umpires whenever 
they torn down his 
appeals. Gives me the 
gnosepimptes. Same 
kind of looks Amitabh 
used to give Raxtfeet. 
Jeevan and other vtllains in his earlier films.” 

“Gosh, how Man<^ seethes with rage.” eadsimsd 
my friend. “And the dialogue! The invectives he 
mutters, I mean, the four, five, six end seven tetter 
words. They are more colourful than any dialogue. 
written by Kader Khan. Hotter than the normal, 

K title, Khmesne variety.” 

I nodded. “That's essential for the Angry Young 
iutan image,” I said. 

“Did you see how Manq) hurled the beamer at 
Martin Crows,” asked the producer friend. “In 
exactly the manner as Amttafah hurled the spear at 
Amrish Puri In TVxtfim kmjadugiri*. The ferocious 
expreaticmcmMancj'sfaceoouldaendaohill 
through the spines of millions of viewers.” 

“That’s right,” I said. “My only fear is that 
Prabhakar is a hit too short to handle the Angry 
YoungMan role, particularly after the tall 
Amitabh.” \ 

“You are mistaken there,” said ilmaroduosr. 
“Contrasts always warkwetitofUmAYou have a tall 
A.Y.M., and then y<mooa have a version to 

succeed him. Suoha|tfmmkfc«Jwsys works." 

“What dpyou propose to 4o pbw?" I asked him. 

’iSBgn him up ofoourse,” said the producer. “At 
Issst, we have an Angry YoungMta of the 1880's in 
Maim} PrabhJdcaT “ 


is 





Jones the magician 
conjured up 
Australia's winning trick 


_ USTRALIAN cricket 

^^B has a resident 
^^B magician, and they 
1 call him Dean Jones 

^ In the first fortnight 

of March, the 
Australian cncket 
team marched 
triumphantly through the 
Rothmans senes of one-day 
Internationals involving India 
and New Zealand too and Jones 
began casting his spell Against 
New Zealand he smashed a 
vicious 107 Against India, he 
was the second best Australian 
with 32 in a team total of 187 
(He was rested for the second 
match against India) When 
Australia played New Zealand a 
second tune in the league, he was 
caught and bowled by Richard 
Hadlee for 59 And in the final, 
he was not out on 108 He was 
dominating, arrogant. 



Magic Jones 


Conjures 


Up Aussie 


Victory 


Thsre was a rumour though 
that Jones would be wonted by 


From Ashok Kamatfi, New Zealand 



























the Hadlee phenomenon. When 
they last met in the Trane 
Tasman Teet series in Australia 
la late 1987, Jones was evicted 
by Hadlee for scores of 2,0 and 4 
in the first innings each time. 
Jones, like many talented 
Ausaiee, can be very brash and 
Hadlee had a special reason to go 
after him. Jones had, after all, 
once claimed that he had 
Hadlee’s measure. 

So, on landing in New Zealand 
for the Rothmans Series that 
preceded the one Test match 
tour, Jones was predictably 
provoked by Kiwi press men 
about what he thought about 
being Hadlee's bunny. The cocky 
Australian agreed that Hadlee 
had dismissed him a few times 
but added disdainfully that so 
had his own sister on their back 
lawn. 

Although Hadlee did in fact 
get Jones twioe in their last three 
one-day International meetings, 
he did not in their last. And that 
was when it mattered most, 
because New Zealand were 
playing Australia in the final of 
the three-national Rothmans 


Cup in Auckland on March 11. 


B L3HAN SINGH BEDI thinks 
Allan Border’s Australians 
are the best cricketing side at the 
moment. Allan Border himself 
begs to differ. This, despite his 
team having won the World Cup 
in the Indian subcontinent in 
1987, and, much more recently, 
the triangular Benson and 
Hedges championship at home 
and the Rothmans series (again, 
three-way) in New Zealand. It 
was thunder Down Under but 
Border believes his team has first 
to comprehensively beat Vivian 
Richards' West Indies before 
laying claim to being the very 
best in the world. 

Border and his merry band of 
highly motivated, finely timed 
professionals were emphatically 
the very best of the three teams 
that contested the Rothmans 
Series in New Zealand. India, 
ex-World Cup champions and an 
outfit that is fashioned to last 
through the 1990s (at least 
according to one Shri Raj Singh 
Dungarpur), fell by the wayside 
very early. New Zealand, who 


challenged Australia in the final, 
were only marginally better than 
India. 

• The quirks of the draw meant 
that New Zealand and Australia 
met on two successive days, first 
for the last preliminary match 
and then for the final. On the 
first of those occasions Australia 
won with a dash of good luck. On 
the second of those occasions 
Australia won with a dash of 
pure class. 

it took three matches for the 
Indians to grasp the very basic 
tenet that in one-day cricket you 
have to first try and bat out your 
quota of overs before you can 
give yourself a chance of beating 
the opposition. In Carisbrook 
(Dunedin) against New Zealand 
and in Lancaster Park 
(Christchurch) against 
Australia, Mohammed 
Azharuddin and his men were in 
a tearing h urry and required to 
be reminded they were not 
firefighters on the beat. 

Vet, midway through the 
triangular series the Indians had 
pulled themselves together with a 
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one-run, penultimate ball victory 
over Mew Zealand at Wellington, 
in the process throwing open the 
oontest which till then had 
threatened to become a two-horse 
race between Australia and New 
Zealand. 

At both Cansbrook and 
Lancaster Park it was the batting 
that failed India The bowlers had 
done reasonably well in the first 
match though this was not 
necessarily reflected in the target 
that the New Zealanders 
eventually set India (247 to get a 
5 25 runs per over) Yet, India lost 
by 108 runs and the margin of 
defeat speaks for itself 

With the generosity one usually 
associates with winning captains, 
John Wright said it was one of 
those days when everything his 
team did just turned out to be 
right and everything that the 
opposition did turned out to be 
wrong. It was a rather simplistic 
way of looking at things because 
the Indian batsmen were intent on 
self-destruction. Not one of the 
fTontliners showed the will to stay 
at the wicket. Agreed, there were 
a couple of out of thiB world 
catches: one, which Wnght 
himself latched on to on his 
unnatural right side to send back 
Woorkeri Raman (top-scorer with 


Prabhakar's efforts weren’t enough 
to spark the Indian challenge 
Did Hadlee play his final one-day 
game ever? 


30) and the other which Mark 
Greatbatch took to evict 
Azharuddin But the way the 
Indians approached their target 
indicated they intended to get 
there in 15 overs rather than m 
the 47 overs they had 
In sharp contrast, the New 
Zealanders paced themselves 
marvellously in their first game 
Martin Crowe was superlative en 
route to his second century in 
one-day Internationals. He 
fulfilled a recently-acquired desire 
to open the batting and succeeded 
m his first try New Zealand had 
lost Wright, Andrew Jones and 
Mark Greatbatch relatively early 
and Crowe and Ken Rutherford 
displayed that there 1 b a lot more 
to batting in limited-overs cricket 
than slam-bang. The duo worked 
the ball away for sharp singles 
and two’s and chose the really 
poor ball to punish. By the 30th 
over the duo could slip into 
overdrive because there were no 
further breaches. Crowe had 
taken 13 overs to get to double 
figures, yet, tellingly, was 104 
(with six fours and a six) before he 


was out Rutherford touched his 
first 50 runs after 83 balls but 
then cut loose brilliantly With ten 
scoring strokes off 12 balls he 
jumped to 78 where he remained 
unconquered when the innings 
had to be terminated 
The Indian bowling in the first 
match, which was efficient but 
little else till the half way mark, 
wilted conspicuously in the slog 
overs And so did the fielding 
Said Bishan Bedi, the Indian 
team’s cricket manager, after the 
Dunedin debacle. “Our fielding 
was bloody untidy And, yes, we 
did not bowl too well in the last 
few overs. As for our batting, 
some of us have to ask ourselves 
whether we are really 
international class batsmen You 
cannot reach 150 runs by hitting 
the cover of the bail In the first 15 
overs, can you? We have to put our 
heads together tonight and bang a 
few of them together, if need be.” 


Exactly 48 hours later Bedi was 
tearing his hair apart watching 
his team destroy itself without 
much provocation from the 
Australian medium pace of Terry 
Alderman and his colleagues. 
There are few performances by an 
Indian batting line-up to match 
that day at Lancaster Park 
against the Australians. • 
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[READERS’QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 



X cricketer died 
after a fall from a 
cliff at theend of tala 
garden In Sydney. 
Who was he ? 

2 . From 1973 to 1979 
Chris Evert won 
125 successive 
matches on Clay. Who 
ended this run and 
where ? 

3 . A tennis player’s 
free training was 
withdrawn when he 
was 13 by his country. 
Who was he ? 

4 . Name the first 
wicket-keeper to 
score 4000 Test runs. 

5 . John McEnroe 
has only one mixed 
doubles title in Grand 
Slam events. Who was 
his partner ? 

5 . What is unique 
about Maureen 
Connoly’s 'Grand 
Slam*, which she won 
in 1953 ? 

7 . In 1975-76 at 
Perth, Jeff 
Thomson’s delivery 
was timed at 160 km. 
per hour. How much 
time would the 
batsman have to 
decide on his stroke? 

8 . Who is the only 
wicket-keeper to 
have scored a 100 on 
debut ? 

9 . “If he is as quick 
as Lillee, then 
Lillee must have been 
bowling at half pace” 
— was sir Garfield 
Sobers’ comment on a 
bowler in 1977. Who 
was he talking about ? 



BY_ 

R. Varadarglm, 

28, Third Straat, 
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Colony, 

Colmbatoro-641026 


*1 A. Name the 
i V/bowler who 
holds the record for 
his country of being 
the highest aggregate 
wicket taker against 
all opponent 
countries. 

n . Only two 
bowlers in the 
‘300 wicket dub' 
have a strike rate of 
less than 50 balls per 
wicket. Name them. 

■fl A. Desmond 
X 4L Haynes holds 
the record for the 
most number of 
centuries in one-day 
internationals. What 
is the other record he 
holds? 


1 O. How were the 
X O tennis courts 
shaped in the olden 


days? 

I A. What is the 
X “record for the 
maximum Test runs 
scored by one 
individual against a 
particular country? 

1 C. In last year’s 
X OBenson and 
Hedges one-day 
series in Australia, 
two fielders collided 
and one of them 
recovered and still 
completed what has 
been called “The 
catch of the century”. 
Name the persons 
involved. 


1 A' Which bowler 
X Uwas nicknamed 
‘England’s 
Umbrella’ ? 

1 “7. “Poetry in 
X / motion till the 
ball gets you.”—M.J. 
Procter. “Given a 
choice, 1 would rather 
sit at home and watch 
him run in and bowl, 
run in and bowl, run 
in and bowl...”—D.K. 
Lillee. Who are they 
talking about ? 

*1 Q. Whom does 
X ODon Bradman 
rate as the greatest of 
left handeastylists? 


Above 15: Wish you were part of 
our quiz team I 

B e t wee n 12 and 15 : You are not 
too bad. 

Between 8 and 11 : There is room 
for improvement. 

Below 8 : Sportsworld reading 
recommended. 

























INDIA-NEW ZEALAND 





3 4 1 378 128.00 IBS 2 1 1 

3 4 2 248 122.50 170* 1 1 3 

3 2 — 182 91.00 173 1 — 11 

1 2 1 86 86.00 43* — — 1 

3 2 — 116 67.60 67 — 1 — 

3 3 — 181 83.86 113 1 — 1 

i 3 3 — 97 32.33 09 — 1 1 

k 3 3 — 93 31.00 46 — — — 

3 4 — 78 19.00 60 — 1 2 

3 3 1 28 13.00 22 — — 1 

333 -2 Inf 1 * — — — 

2 1 — ^0 0.00 0 — — 1 

34 8 1613 ailO 186 5 6 22 

(I): 185 and 113* by Wright (In Christchurch and N«pier), 173 by Smith, 170* by Jonaw 
and 113 by Craw* (in Auckland) 


(7): 1« aM — 149—Wright and Frank*! (in Napfcr); tad 
afel—108 On ChrMohurch) and 148 (In Auckland) 
both botwoon Wright And Jo not; 401 vfcf —12fr— 

UUW F WFWFVWV ■ WWW If *1IW wvf ra *$ a* i a* 

VMghtandOraalbaich(kiChiMehureh)and189— 
Jonaw and Crew* (In Auckland): Hkakt—103— 
Hadlaaand 8mNh (In AuoMamft Matt—8m8h and 
Snaddan (In Auckland). 



9 Danny Morrison wm 
thsehlsfwrackar 
of th* Indian batting 
Mwup In tha first Taat 
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(1) : IIS Azharuddln (in Auckland) 


(I)' lii Ml — Raman and Prabhakar (in AuUdand) 41k Ml 
— Vangaarkar and Azharuddln ('n Auckland) 71k Ml 
— Tandulkar and Morn (In Napiar) 


Sklppar Azharuddln wu 8 
tha Ion* cruaadar 
onbahalfof th# Indiana. 


Thar* waa no atopplng John Wright throughout tha aarlaa. 
Tha Kiwi captain'# hunt for runa clinchad tha iaaua for New 
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"Mr. Prasad resigned from the chairmanship of Indian Airlines whan the 
Airbua orashsd at Bangalore and broke the hearts of 90 families. Why didnrt 
be resign owning moral responsibility for the heartbreak of800 million 
'Indiana ..." 

Aalam Sher Khan does not minoe words on matters. An irresistible 
penchant for airing his views with uninhibited, full-throated clarity is one of 
his almost unmistakable hallmarks. His hookey was the other. And his 
experiences in life has been suoh that somehow these two traits of his 
personality were destined to oombine and make him a most controversial 
figure. Aslam Sher Khan is genuine livewlre fireworks. 

When he played hookey, he domineered. His oountry ruled the world. 
Aslam Sher Khan enjoyed his hookey, savoured his country’s triumphs and 
dreamed to spend his life in the warmth of those treasured memories. 

But then as the slide began, India's grip on world supremacy started to 
loosen, Aslam Sher Khan painfully and helplessly watched how the nation's 
hookey godfathers nonchalantly presided over the liquidation of a glorious 

‘Alienating the 
minorities 


mm 


hockey....’ 

Aslam Sher Khan_ 

heritage. 

A bitter man Aslam Sher Khan could not swallow the gall that welled up in 
him as the injustice, the corruption the malevolence of the hockey authorities 
continued to hurt. Aslam Sher Khan wrote his autobiography To Hell With 
Hockey*. All hell broke loose, thereafter. 

And now that India has once again touched the rock bottom, and even the 
last bit of hope for its rejuvenation is shattered. Aslam Sher Khan reacts with 
his characteristic forthrightness, laying bare, in an exclusive interview with 
Suprakash Ohoehal, several hitherto unknown factors that contributed to 
hockey’s steady downfall. 

You’ve seen the glorious times of Indian hockey. Now you are seeing a different picture 
eltogther. How do you think it ail happened? How does the contrast affect you? 

Indian hockey ie paying for the accumulated ajns of its ‘guardian angels*. 
That is how I look at the present discomfiture of this onoe great hockey 
nation. Today, when people try to dissect the reasons far India's continuing 
failure, try to blame one another—the oooch blames players, the players 
blame the coaches, the IHF—I feel sad at the me a ning! n s On nee of the entire 
affair. The reasons for the downfall of Indian hookey is muoh more deep 
rooted than the strategic knowledge of our ooaohee, the ability of our players. 







the astro turf and so on... 

But these certainly have been the most important factors bringing about the downfall of 
the fame, dent you agree? 

Only to a certain extent. The real reckons behind the decline, which actually 
started in the seventies, are to be found elsewhere. The downfall of Indian 
hookey started ever sinoe they began alienating the minorities of the 
country, who represented the very oore of Hindustan’s hookey might. This 
has been done deliberately, caloulatlngly for a long period of time. They 
thought they would get away with it, but we knew it would bear its bitter 
fruit some day or other. Now it is doing just that. 

But what do you mean by the minorities? Why don’t you look upon the Indian hockey 
players at Indians? 

Well, technically they were Indians. But the minorities in this country have 
always retained a kind of identity whioh has to be taken into account to 
understand hookey in this oountry. Why do you think the minorities took to 
the game so passionately? Beoauae belonging to a minority community has 



‘The 

downfall 
of Indian 
hoekeif 
started 
ever since 
they began 
alienating 
the 

minorities ' 


always given them a kind of complex whioh in turn has generated a fierce 
fighting spirit, whioh no one else could muster in our times. It’s a kind of 
inbred urge to surface above the overwhelming presence of the majority 
people. This found an excellent outlet in the game of hockey That's why 
hookey was so largely dominated by the muslime and later on the Sikhs 
Somehow, it just so happened that they choee hockey for the fulfilment of 
their pent up feelings Luckily, it did India a lot of good, making her 
invincible in the world. But Hindustan did not pay them back, but rather 
denied them their due, and initiated a process of slow elimination which bred 
a sense of despondency among the muslime 

Does that mean the muslims who provided such a rich source of talent drifted away 
from the mainstream of the game, and the fountainhead of talent died down slowly. 
Exactly. I know personally, how it happened, to a large extent by virtue of 
belonging to this oommunlty. I have Been and experienced the agony that has 
gradually gripped the minority communities, the more they realised that the 
authorities were out to eliminate them in a calculated manner I've seen how 
despondency has slowly and agonisingly gripped the muslime and strangled 
their enthusiasm for the game. Therein began the talent famine that is now 




b e long ing to a 
minority 
community has 
always glvon thorn 
a kind off complex 
which In turn 
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fitting spirit... 


having its presence felt. 

So, in your opinion it Is mainly a talent crisis which has brought ths game to this sorry 
paw? 

I would be more specific. A deliberately created talent famine has been the 
undoing of Indian hookey- And this process reached its peak during the 
reign of Aswini Kumar. Indian hockey committed suicide by alienating its 
minorities. 

But so far you’ve been talking mainly about the muslims; what about the Sikhs? 

That happened much later. On the political and social fronts, the ill-effects of 
the discrimination has now exploded in the form of terrorism. But in hockey, 
the bitterness spread silently, sealing off yet another goldmine of hockey 
talent in the country. 

And this suicidal policy was pursued in other areas of the game too, not 
merely in alienating the minorities from the mainstream of the game. 

Would you explain that? 

In Hindus than, defeat always creates a sense of self-condemnation (Hum 
haar jatey to apne uppar earn man kho bhethtey ham. aur soch mein par jaata 
hoon ki hum jo bhi karey o galat hai) Here if we lose, we immediately lose our 
selfesteem and start thinking that whatever we do is wrong. So. when India 
had the first jolt of defeat the immediate reaction among our IHF experts was 
to condemn the Indian style of hockey. This was the beginning of the 
demoralising of Indian hockey. 

But then the same experience befell Pakistan too. How come they still manage to 
survive and in fact are still doing well? 

It’s a wrong impression that Pakistan condemned their style of hockey when 
the European onslaught hit them. Pakistan never really mado a departure 
from their original style of play; retaining confidence in themselves they 
altered and adjusted it to the new requirements But Indians are still 
clamouring that our original style of hockey should have long been 
discarded. It's nonsense. And you know why there is this difference m the 
attitudes of India and Pakistan. The reason is m Pakistan the authorities 
always owned up to their failure, which is one of the best things that 
happened to them. In contrast, the Indian authorities, the IHF, never held 
themselves responsible for the failure. They always found someone to blame, 
sometimes the players, sometimes the astro truf and sometimes our style of 
play. Only ths IHF is apparently sacrosanct. They can never make any 
mistake. That’s why Indian players are so badly condemned after defeat, 
while in Pakistan failure immediately sets off a process of soul searching 
among the bosses. 

So, you don’t think our failure to adjust to the swiftly changing gams was to blame for 
the decline? 

No, you cannot blame that aspect totally; you can Bay that the style has to be 
permuted and altered here and there. A nation cannot change its style just 
like that. It depends a lot on its physiological and psychological make-up. 
You cannot just switch off one style and switch on another. When you advise 
aomeone to do that you’re actually bypassing the real issues And now that 
the IHF is condemning Indian coaches and talking about bringing in foreign 
coaches, it’s once again bypassing the real problems, and distracting the 
public’s attention from its own failure. Mr. Prasad resigned from the 
chairmanship of Indian Airlines when the Airbus crash at Bangalore broke 
the hearts of 00 families. But he did not own up to the moral responsibility 
when the Lahore debacle broke the hearts of800 million Indians? Does not 
this prove that these people have got some vested interest? 

But you uid then has been s talent famine in this country. Now, If that is true then 
that’s very unfortunate. Ths IHF cannot possibly crests talented hockey players. 

No, they oaa’t but it Is their policies which have hindered mass participation 
in hockey, bsoauae of the gradual alienation and disillusionment of those 
communities who could give their lives for hookey. That’s why the talent 
oriels. And also look at the way they have wasted talent, brilliant rare talent 
For example? 

One glaring example is Mohammed Shahid. If there had been two Bhahlds in 
ths team I oould hays got India a few international tournaments. But look at 
the way they treated him. Why should a genius like Shahid have to say that 
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‘Give me two Shahids and I will win tournaments for 
India. And think off the way they treated Shahid’(in 
picture) 



he will not play for his own oountry again That shows the hurt, that shows 
how deeply they have felt the humiliation 

So you don’t think the lack of tactical knowledge among our coaches Is the main reason 
for the debacles? 

I Well, before getting into that we must ask suppose coach Oanesh had the 
tactioal knowledge, our boys be able to execute that knowledge? Are they the 
best hockey boys in the oountry? 

And the second important thing is that the IHF should have known from 
before how much knowledge Oanesh has about the tactics of modern hockey 
One would not make you the boss of his oompany without knowing your 
capabilities So how oome the IHF suddenly woke up to the incompetence of 
Oanesh They should have known th_s from before, and the fact that they did 
not know this shows their incompetence and justifies one's demands for their 
Immediate resignation If one does not own up his responsibilities, one never 
changes • 
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‘Aafftr as 
hotkey is 


still nurture a 
telse sense of 
pride, self 
importance 
sad nostalgia. 
We still believe 
that we should 
always be at 
the top. That 
certainly is not 
an attitude 
which has 
anything to do 
with reality 


PORTSWORLD: Indian hockey 
hat touched rock-bottom, perhaps 
the morale of tha country has 
never been so low as It is now. As 
the chief of the Hockey 
Federation, hoar do you react to 
this crumbling chaos. Aren't you 
feeling guilty? 

R PRASAD If you remember, 
in the World Cup at Londo n , 
India was 12 th The debacle 
sent shockwaves throughout 
the country, everyone started 
screaming and crying that 
the doomsday for Indian 
hookey has arrived Yet, 
afterwards we fought our way 
back to some sort of 
respectability And now once 
again people are screaming 
and abusing that Indian 
hockey has been done for So, 
these are parallel situations 
and henoe the subsequent 
developments may be similar 
We c&me back a long way 
since the London disaster and 
from Lahore too we can 
return There is no reason to 
be so emotionally upeet about 
the whole affair 
Do you mean we ere overreacting 
to die situation; the fact that India 
has been relegated so low down in 
the world rankings. There is 
nothing to fall back on m a source 
of consolation, neither is there 
any room for optimism for the 
future? Can you blame anyone for 
being despondent? 

Oh yes, oertainly, 1 oan 
blame people for being 
despondent Even though I 
agree with you that there is 
no achievement in the reoent 


past to flail back on as a aouroe 
of ooneolation, and we don’t 
have any reason to be 
optimistic about the future 
either, yet I must say that we 
are overreacting to the 
debacle almost to the paint of 
irrationality 

Why do you think the nation is 
reacting so strongly? aftsrell, vre 
should have Isamt to live with 
failure In almost every field of 
sport? 

Well, as far as hookay is 
oonoemed we still nurture a 
false sense of pride, 
eelf-importanoe and 
nostalgia We still believe that 
we should always be at the 
top, right at the top just 
because onoe we were at tbs 
top That certainly is not an 
attitude which has anything 
to do with reality Hookey is a 
changed game today With 
the rise of the Europeans, 
hockey has become an 
absolutely competitive game 
where India is juBt one of the 
contenders or rather 
participants with equal 
ohanoes of winning or losing 
as the others 

Given the present situation, do 
you think India still enjoy equal 
chances of winning or losing as 
the others? Don’t you think India 
has long been relegated to the 
status of permanent underdogs? 
Well, I don't look at the 
situation that way Your 
question again stems from the 
same attitude I was talking 
about This false sense of 
self importance Ido 


not look at India as a kind of 
permanent underdogs, just 
beoause we are no longer the 
permanent favourites 
Then toll ms how do you rats India 
as a hockey nation given Its 
performances now, keeping all the 
nostalgia, tha false sense of pride’ 
etc. out of our minds. 
t tViiriir ttmIUti hook*y hat 
seen such hod days before and 
it might see even worse times 
a he ad And at the same time, I 
strongly believe that in 
between we will re-emerge 
depending on circumstances 
and the relative strengths and 
weaknesses of our rival 
nations 

So, right now, we're down, 
yes very badly down, but that 
does not necessarily give one 
any reason to soream his head 
off and start a witchhunt 
laying all the Mams on the 
doorsteps of the Indian 
Hockey Federation Winning 
and losing is all part of a 
competitive game 
Unfortunately at the moment 
India is on the losing side 
We’ve been on the losing tide for a 
longtime, at least long enough tor 
one to get used to It or get totally 
frustrated with It. Can the IHF or 
tor that matter you personally 
deny your moral responsibility for 
the continuing debacles. I heard 
something quite interesting. 
Someone told me, "Mr. ft. Prasad 
reslgied from the chairmanship of 
the Indian Airlines whent he 
ill-fated Airbus 320 brake the 
hearts of 90 families. Then why 
dklnt the resign when the Indian 


why is India perform 





been lacking then 


dlsastw at Lahore broke tlw 
hurts of 80 million Indians?” 

I can very well guess who said 
this 1 can even tell you where 
you heard this Must be from 
one of thorn disgruntled 
fellows, happy to do their 
little scandal mongenng in 
and around Delhi To them it 
is more important and 
satisfying to see me quit 
rather than what purpose it 
will serve the interest of the 
game Tell me how will it help 
if 1 quit Someone else will 
oome and rule and then India 
will fail again, and once again 
there will bn demands for his 
removal It will be a 
'musical-chairs' situation, 
which 1 am sure will be even 
more detrimental to the 
growth of hockey And be 
sure it is not the incompetence 
of the 1HF or its officials 
which is causing all the 
problems, it is the 
mcompetence, of a very vital 


set of people which is 
hindering its progress, and 
India is still failing to match 
the latest developments m the 
technique of modern hockey 
Who do you mean tqr Vitsl set of 
people? 


Tfiy (the players) 
have found a very 
convenient way of 

shrnggingnff the 

nqxmsflTlllty. Blame 
the DBF right, left and 
centre, and yon realise 
the public attention is 
diverted tom tin main 
Issues and their 
shortcomings’ 


Well, it is very difficult to 
spell out what I really mean I 
do not want to get into any 
controversy Controversies in 
Indian hookey trigger too 
much mud-slinging But the 
fact is, in modem hockey 
strategy and tactics have 
assumed tremendous 
importance So much so that 
hockey has almost become a 
thinking game, requiring 
almost essentially a brain, a 
sharp' understanding and 
innovative brain, to guide a 
world beating team While the 
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‘Indian players do have a distinct lack of initiativ 


West and others have had the 
fortune of having such people 
as managers and coaches, 
India unfortunately have run 
short at such talent. And that 
is why we’re checking out the 
feasibility of bringing a 
foreign coach, 1 mean from 
one of those nations who have 
forged ahead of us in terms of 
strategy and tactics. 

That clearly indicates that Indian 
coaches are lacking in those areas 
of strategy and tactics. 

Well, I wouldn't like to 
comment on this, but if our 
coaches had not been lacking 
then why is India performing 
so poorly? Why is India 
failing over and over again to 
grasp the game the 
Europeans are playing? why 
do 11 of India’s best hockey 
players look all at sea on the 
field whenever they face the 
Europeans? 

But that maybe because of our 
lack of skill and general fitness 
and nothing to do with the coach! 




have a distinct lack of 
initiative...they don't 
have any flgbnng 


Coach Ganash: axed 



No, there’s no ’maybe’ in 
this case. If we lacked in skill 
or fitness we would have been 
found lacking in certain areas 
of the game like scoring or 
penetrating. We certainly 
would not have looked so 
confused, so much in 
disarray. Such things do not 
happen because of lack of skill 
or fitness but because of 
failure to understand the 
pattern of the game your 
opponents are playing. And if 
our players are to 
understand that, then we 
need coaches conversant with 
these modern and 
continuously charging 
aspects of the game. 

Is it because all our veterans our 
past masters, belonged to another 
era and style of hockey that you 
think they would not be able to 
give the players the necessary 
understanding of the strategic 
aspects of hockey? 

I would not like to make any 
further comments on this. I’ve 
already said enough to 
inf u riate a lot of people and I 
don’t want to elaborate 
anymore. I will have to work 
with these people and I cannot 
afford too many enemies, 
although 1 must say that none 
of these people who are 
criticising me have the 
courage and expertise to step 
forward and say ’okay. I’ll 
take this challenge. Give me 
the responsibility of coaching 
the Indian team. By rectifying 
the errors, I will show you the 
errors you have been making. 
No one has the guts... 

Today, to be honest, we’re 
actually facing a coaching 
orisis in the country. 
Nowadays when we sit down 
to think of some likely 
candidates for the job we come 
across people who are either 
too old or too young. And then 
there is a third group—the 
most dangerous and useless 
group. These people are good, 
much more knowledgeable 
than others. But cowards. 
Their sole delight in life is to 
sit back idle and abuse the 







ey don t have any fighting spirit ' 


Hockey Federation in all sorts 
of ways. They will never step 
lorward and say ‘ok. I'll show 
you how to do it! ."Why did 
not R. Prasad resign when the 
hearts of 80 million people 
broke?' they would instead 
say and then be quiet. What 
purpose is my resignation 
going to serve anyway? 

So, were you not aware of these 
strategic and tactical 
shortcomings of Indian coaching 
before? 

Yes, we were, most certainly. 

! Then your choice of Ganesh as 
•. | coach should either means you 
i thought he did not have those 
! limitations, or you chose him 
despite those limitations, 
j Well, as 1 said before, 
j currently we are going 
; through a phase of coaching 
1 crisis. So we didn’t have much 
! choice anyway. There is no 
j point in arguing what kind of 
j limitations he had, but at a 
j given point of time he was the 
i best man available Whether 
| his best eou Id match world 
I standards is a different 
| question altogether. 

But isn’t it rather odd that alt of a 
sudden all the blame is being laid 
on the coaches. Indian coaches 
r i seldom faced such scathing 
> attack before, as if it is the 
coaches who matter the most not 
the players. It seems now you 
have found a convenient new 
scapegoat? 

No, no certainly not. Players 
do have a lot of responsibility 
In fact, I would say they are 
lacking in some vital areas, 

- which I find almost 
unpardonable. There 
i certainly is a distinct lack of 
1 initiative and sincerity in 
| their effort. They don't have 
any fighting spirit at all, and 
on the other hand they are 
still talking about lack of 
facilities, incentives, all those 
standard excuses of a losing, 
non-performing Indian 
% sporting side. They have 
found it a very convenient 
way of shrugging off the 
responsibility. Blame the 
Hockey Federation, right left 


and centre, and immediately everyone’s satisfaction but 
you realise that the public then to run a big organisation 

attention has been diverted like this, you got to make 
from the main issues and the certain mistakes somewhere, 
shortcomings. But most of the time wo have 

i But most people in the hockey been wrongly blamed. Take 
| circles believe that the present thecaseofShahid, his 
: situation is the outcome of the dropping. Everyone behaved 
l accumulated ‘sins’ of the I HP, the as if he was the messiah of 
| discrimination, the politics, the Indian hockey. This man. i 
; meanness, the selection bungling tell you, was so unfit you 

j and so on... won’t believe. And he went 

i Accumulated sins? Nonsense. around saying he was 
; Yes, there have been mistakes wronged. Nonsense. 

■ here a nd there. selections But believe it or not, Aslam Sher 

have not always been to Khan told me he would win 



tournaments for India, if there 
had been a Shahid in the squad. 
And he also described Shahid’s 
case as one of the most 
unpardonable and scandalous 
wastes in the history of Indian 
hockey. 

Will he come forward to take 
up the coaching’ 7 And prove 
himself? Otherwise I would 
say people like him are doing 
no good to Indian hockey but 
instead exposing how 
irresponsible they arc. They.' 
guys certainly are not the 
friends of the game They 
think IHF is the enemy of the 
game. I think they are the real 
enemies. £ 


'Take flie ease of 
Shahid, his dropping. 
Everyone behaved as if 
he was the messiah of 
Indian hockey. This 
man, I teO yen was so 
unlit, you won’t believe 
It And he went turound 
saying he was 
wronged. Nonsense...’ 



I S cricket becoming 
increasingly racist ? 

It was a Freewheeling in 
this magazine a few 
weeks ago that 
discussed Imran’s 
editorial on why the Sri 
Lankans had no reason 
to feel insulted when 
they were called ‘Brown 
Sri Lankans' in 
Australia. 

This time it is Viv 
Richards being nailed to 
the cross after his 
comments about the 
composition of the 
current West Indies 
team were viewed as 
distinctly racist. 
Richards was speaking 
to newsmen about the 
racial make-up of the 
Guyanese team, one of 
whom, Carl Hooper, is in 
the international squad. 
He described it as an 
Afro-based team, which 
in a country where half 
the population has 
Asian origins, caused 
considerable 
resentment. 

The Daily Express, 
London, quoted a 
member of the Everest 
Cricket Club, 
Georgetown: “Richard’s 
remarks have insulted 
us. He has never liked 
coming to Guyana and 
many of the crowd will 
be hoping that England 
win. He has insulted 
that man up there." he 
said. pointing to a 
photograph of Kanhai. 


peoples of Asian and 
African origin was real 
enough to even spill 
onto the 
cricket field. 

I remember one instance 
clearly. A Guyanese 
magistrate of U.P. 
origin was driving me 
around Georgetown one 
afternoon, “I hope our 
boys do well,” he said. 
“You don’t need to 
worry," I replied, “your 
boys will thrash us 
anyway.” He shook his 
head; “You don’t 


BROWN VERSUS 
BLACK ! 


From this articulate, 
literate intellectual to ' 
the general Asian-origin 
junta it was the same. 
They went out of their 
way to get their point of 
view across; how they 
had celebrated 
Pakistan’s win over the 
West Indies in 1988; 
how the blacks had 
monopolised the power 
structure and isolated 


nroir 

RACIST 
_PIG!_ 


RACISM IN THE WEST INDIES ? 
MUDAR PATHERYA WAS IN FOR A 
SHOCK ON HIS 50-DAY TOUR LAST 
YEAR 


understand," he 
continued, “1 mean, 


the Asians in a 
bureaucratic vacuum; 


Guyana it was setting 
the Asian cause back by 
years. 

Some of the touring 
Indians gloated. 
Hypocrisy, I told myself. 
We take a certain 
satisfaction when the 
Asians in the Caribbean 
support the Indian team, 
but are provoked to riot 
when a certain 
community in India 
tends to support 
Pakistan during a 
cricket match ! 

The composition of the 
West Indies team has 
always been a 
controversial subject in 
the islands. Critics have 
accused West Indian 
captains of selecting 
heavily from their own 
island; if he was a 
Jamaican he tended to 
favour Jamaicans at the 
expense of the 
Barbadians, Guyanese 
and Trinidadians. Take 
a current instance: with 
Viv Richards as captai n, 
four other Antiguans 
have played for the West 
Indies— Richardson, 
Ambrose, Baptiste and 
Benjamin. Amazing for 
an island smaller than 
the municipal area of 
Calcutta! 


7% OF WEST 
INDIES 

PLAYERS ASIAN 


And then there is the 


RACISM IN THE 
WEST INDIES 


The word ’racial’ is 
generally used to denote 
a bias between black and 
white; only that in the 
West Indies one finds it 
being used increasingly 
to highlight the ethnic 
prejudice between black 
and brown. It surprised 
a first-time visitor to the 
Caribbean; here, the 
antagonism between the 


boys.. .the Indians, the 
Indians.” 

For a man whose 
forefathers had sailed 
out to South America as 
indentured labourers 
150 years ago and made 
Guyana their home; for 
a man who had never 
seen India; for a man 
whose passport said 
’Guyanese’ it was 
surprising that he was 
supporting not his 
oountry of birth, but the 
land of his origin. 


how we tourists were 
only exposed to a certain 
facade that all was well, 
whereas the racial divide 
often took an ugly turn 
otherwise; how taxi 
drivers abused the 
blacks in the most 
colourful language 
imaginable and said 
what a contribution we 
would be making to 
them if Vengsarkar’s 
Indians beat the West 
Indies; and how each 
time India lost in 


racial bias. For 
countries where the 
Asian slice of the 
population is nearly 
45%, Guyana and 
Trinidad have always 
had a disproportionate 
representation in the 
West Indian team. Till 
1970, of the 173 
cricketers who had 
played for the West 
Indies, only 19 had been 
of Indian origin—a mere 
7 per cent. Whether one 
can write this imbalance 












oif a b an instance of 
deliberate 

discrimination or Asian 
inability is beyond 
someone having spent 
only a month and a half 
in the Caribbean 
In Trinidad it was no 
diffeient The ground in 
1989 was full of Asians 
on the fir st day of the 
Test m the hope that the 
Indians would manage 
to put some spine into 
then hatting 
Veng&arkar s side 
disappointed and the 
galleries were deserted 
thereaftei II only 
maan you guys had 
won this lest said one 
we would have given 
you a party 1 1 
lemembor 


REASONS FOR 
THE BIAS 


In Barbados where the 
Indian population is a 
mix ot Smdhis and 
OujjTatiH th« basis of 
tht prejudice was 
monetary Being an 
! mdustnouslot the 
Indians virtual lv 
swamped the blacks and 
expatr late whitt s out oi 
big business So from a 
state of immigiant 
nt rvousness ai d 
naive U, the Indians 
have emerged an 
I aggiessivt rvtu 
ruthless tradmgforte 
Most establishments in 
I the main shopping 
I centre of this oapitalirt 
surfeit. paiadiseare 
1 Indian And the blacks 
ait not amused 
It was an artic le in a 
local Bai bad os daily that 
I highlighted why 1 he 
i Indian lmmigi ants are 
I unwelcome They keep 
to themselves they 
boi row and lend 
amongst themselves 
I they maintain their own 
| customs they ruthlessly 
undercut they have no 
I mt* rest of the island at 

In-— 



Demonstrators In 
Port-of-Spain protesting 
the dropping of Derryck 
Murray—another case of 
Caribbean favouritism 9 

heart and once they 
have exploited whatever 
the island has to offer 
they will take their 
profits out and move on 
to another trading 
centre 


RACISM IN 
SCHOOLS? 


During the last Test in 
Jamaica a newspaper 
clipping revealed how 
racism had 

subconsciously filteied 
to schools A 15 year old 
wrote an angry lettei to 
a lex al paper Sometime 
ago I wrote a lettei to 
the class magazine 
commending its lovely 
centrespre id stoi y on 
Natasha Manley only to 
be met by much 
criticism by my friends 
who all liked it but 
added that I should not 
have written sue h a 
lettei commending and 
encouraging her They 
said Natasha is a snob 
Most of them I have 
discovered were just 
plain jealous of her 
being the Prune 


Minister s daughter and 
that she is a 
dark skinned person 
gaming a reasonable 
amount of attention 
Luckily Natasha was 
blessed with good hair 
so she ib not all m the 
dumpster 1 thought if 
Natasha was our typical 
white skinned Prime 
Minister b daughter she 
would have been moi t 
easily accepted 
In an article done by Mr 
Michael Bourke on 2,*> 
March 1989 (Jamaica 
Recoi d) entitled 
Racism Revisited in 
which he spoke of a 
brown-skmned lady 
saying that she would 
never like any of her 
daughters to speak to 
anyone *blacker than 
hersell is definitely a 
reality 

"My mother is guilty of 
it just like most other 

Till 1979, of the 
178 cricketers 
who had played 
for the West 
Indies, only 12 
had been of 
Indian origin—a 
mere 7 per cent. 


mothers who tell 
teenagers to go after the 
boy or girl with the 
lighter complexion (So 
they could have Tjrown, 
brown' babies with 
‘pretty’haar) Very sad 
to say, our schools are 
filled with most 
teenagers grouping by 
the colour of their skin 
The near white group 
the‘dark brown group 
and the black skin in 
another group of its 
own 

“When there is a mixed 
group the darker ones 
are made to know 
directly or indirectly 
that they ai e inferior to 
the others who are of a 
lighter skin 
‘ Just recently 1 was 
walking with a gu 1 
hugging her and one of 
my male f nendb 
approat hed up and said 
with sau asm So wait 
what im have that me 
don t have 9 he asked 
with a grin on hib face 
The complexion she 
replied laughing 
Immediately I could see 
that he was a bit 
embairassed but 
having dealt with this 
pei haps dozens of time 
he did not look ashamed 
he tried to laugh 
At that moment I was 
pensive I asked myself 
who has the right to 
dec ide that a person 
with a darker skin is 
inferior (or should act 
inferior) 9 Who has the 
right to decide that a big 
nose (like the one my 
critical fnends pointed 
out about Natasha) is 
not as beautiful as a 
pointed nose 9 
“I will support Michael 
Bourke when he said 
When we have oome td 
the realization that a big 
nose and a dark akin is 
beautiful we will have 
made a positive step 
along the road to black 
liberation’ ’ 


l H t 







1 w oulri likt to sell one 
Donna.v tennis i acquit 
(Belgium) The 
specifications 
are —Model Donnay 
Bjorn Bing, all wood 
light i I would be 
happy with Hs 500 for 
it 

VARUN VOHRA 
11B Sunny Park 
Calcutta 700019 
Phone 75764? 

I hacetwosticJ 
international model 
bad mint on i at cjuet s 
(King Rex) mad* in 
Indonesia Hie 
specification of the 
l acquets 

aic —Into national 
model IMS 1 )—King Rt \ 
120 n 100gm String 
pattern 20mam 25 
CIOS', with original 
King Rex guts 1 would 
be happy with Ks 450 
cac h 

JAGODISH BANERJEE 
(GARA) 

PO Chakdaha 
Lalpur Nadia 
741222 

I w ant to sell a 
se eond hand Bullwoikei 
1 Power*!* It x’) in 
excellent condition It is 
only two months old 1 
am also interested in 
buying fitness relate d 
books 

ANGSHUMAN 
CHAKRABORTY 
119 South Bharatnagar 
Siliguri 734404 


I want to sell a pail ol 
used badminton 
laeejuets along with a 
shuttheoek Aeanom 
bom d vc it h ac c essoi re s 
in gooel condition is 
also available 
MD SAYEED 
C OMood 
Photographer 
28 B Elliot Road 
Calcutta 700016 


I hav e some geiod 
critke t books foi sale 

KT TONY 
Kuttikadan House 
Kunnath Kuriachiia 
Trichur 680006 

Haw you got a sporting 
Horn at homo that you 
would want to got rid of? Or 
something that you would 
want to buy, but don’t know 
whom to look? 

IIHk. -* . J,. . ,al. - Bm tUo 

wm Jf IS®!. oOVHfllNN PI HNS 

column? Writs to ‘Auction 
Hocim*. iuftsworl d . 6 

• 0 mww aooy wo 

PratuBa Sarhar Stroot, 
Calcutta 700001. The 
service la absolutely few. 


Km'j.rr-m 


I)ear lb mi la ( hhetry 
1 ani a tan of yours and 
hop*' ymi go on to win i 
gold medal in the 
Olympic* Jam bony 
that 1 will not )x abU to 
organise any finant iP 
h* lp lor you You rn iy 
not believe it taut I w t* 
moved to tc a i s to r * ul 
how you had be ( n 
treated by *poits 
officials 1 hojrr you will 
be careful whil* training 
m your vill i* i (xmd f 
hope you go in (01 s* me 
immunisation v ice me 
A JACOB PAUL RAJ, 
Madras 

Want to tei your favourite 
sportsman something? 
Why don’t you roach out for 
a about of paper and write? 
Wtfl carry your letter In 
our cohimna, which ta at 
food a way of catting the 
text to them. 

Write to The Fan Chib', 

MOmWOVlQi © rrliURI 

Saricar Street, Calcutta 
700001. 



T UI tee him d 
stand-nd of the 
Inein N* w Zetland 
se i if s hrghhgtits on 
television wa high 
IIowcvci ♦heedltlllg 
appe uedtf lx- ebit 
eonfustri Ionxinpli 
on the 're ond d iv of til* 
Napiei J i st they 
showed 1 rateh tk u 
hitt ng a f >ui ii d 
following it up with a 
two yet ttie you 1 * ul 
4 1 As flu prof-i n >i i 
eoi turn*rt it b*can 
e virtui 1 it ttu 
Ik ui rtiiy * is Jut the 
latf ' stage «■ nt 
J’rahli tkai s tuurit *■ 
Ania/mg 

SANJAY KR JAIN, 

New Delhi 

W 1U1 I tuning hi to 
ABt for th* 
bioadcast of tilt third 
Its! be twee n Austr ilia 
ind Pakisl in Irhmced 
t tiear anmte km t g 
< onve i <■ it i >n It we nt 
Comment a tor Auslraha 
t) to Hr re is Wasim 
Akiarn tome-, m and 
bowls1 1 Mark 
I ay lot hits in the an 
but saf* be twren thud 
slipand gully for foui 
J xpe 1 1 1 hat w as a f ini y 
shot by Taylor but rt 
was lx lw« {n Ranu t / at 
thu d slip md Aqib at 
gully I toulfi set a sigh 
of re hef on both iatt* 
bee ause hart the ball 
Ronr toe itber one ol 
the m it would probably 
li ive b< tn put dow n 
cousidet ing tlie 
standard of the Pakistan 


fie Idiiig 

( onirnentator Maybe 
you an light Heie is 
Wwm com* j and bowl-, 
the next eleliv* 1 v to 
Taylor edged and 
dr opp* u by Kami r r at 
third slip' Akr mi glares 
at Rairn c / 

UMANG LUTHRA 
Ranchi 

0 N1 must 

compliment Dr 
Naiottam Pun foi hi*- 
sen.i of humour 
Am unath wa«- facing ' 

Mali olm Mn shall After | 
humg played a ball 
elc f < nsivi 1. Amaru it Ii | 

bent t >pick the bal' up ' 
Suddenly he leal sfd 1 

a,h it he vas itioii todo j 
wrthdit w and sr keel 
Am u u ith sierre d the 
n* xt bill t >i two lhr 
ee tinn tliiow proved to 1 
Ik mace urate and Dii|on I 
h id to pimp lull stre t< h 
To ivoul lx uig hit | 

Amamatheioue h*d 
Du|on did not tealise 
that hi wusst Hiding 
lust in front of 
Am n nitti md in the 
[hikisi tumbled over 
tl e Indian batsman 
tvuy tiling happens to I 
Mohmd* r Amamath 1 

t omme nte ri Di Put l It 
h id all of us in the Altab 
II ill common loom ol 
tin Aliguli Muslim 
Unm rsity in spirts 
mst tntly 

QAISER MOHD ALI, 
Aligarh 

T H1* New /a a land 
c ommentatoi s went 
into sue h an ecstacy 
rk sc rilling W V 
Himm sstiokeplav on 
the I ist day of the Test 
sc t les that one of them 
even we-nt tuthe extent 
oi riidwmgd 
comparison vithliank 
Woollc y Tint sum ly 
must be the lugf point 
of Raman *■ careen 
PREETI DIXIT 
Ahmedabad 





















ALL IN THE GAME 



IS ICE HOCKEY 


E vas 
known 
fgr is 


E verybody 

know* ice hook* 
sy is one of the 
xnuw xiuoxeyr ffcateet and roughest 

' qxvti in the world. 

Any normal game la bound to provide at 
least one casualty—-the extent of injury oau 
sad differing Stem bad to worse 
But a match between the Los Angeles Kings 
and the Edmonton Oilers set new landmarks 
in rough play. Rattling In a National Hodkqy 
League game, they aat a record of 86 penalties 
m what amounted to a three and a half hour 
brawl The Kings eventually won 4-2 
This record, however dubious, broke the 
previous record of 84 set by the Minnesota 
North Stars and Boston Bruins in 1961 And 
it saw a total of seven players ejected A 
free-for-all with 41 seconds left included both 
the goalkeepers while fans booed and sho¬ 
wered the ice with trash 
And they say that sport is the ultimate 
winner? 


T HIS oolunrn takes time off (oooa 
aianally) to smg the praises 
of unsung sporting heroes 
People who overcome their defi 
ciencies and inadequacies and A dr* 

make life worth living for them .... 

selves 

Bill Flink is one such sportsman He is 
America’s one-legged schoolboy westler who 
just goes from strength to strength winning 
98 fights without a single defeat and is hoping 
to become a High School champ soon A title he 


Wrestling 
with... 


A drawback 


Brian 

becomes... 


B rian clough, 

that great mana¬ 
ger of Nottmg 
ham Forest, has final- 
a ly had hie leadership 

A lecturer acknowledged, if only 

academically 

He has been awarded an honorary de¬ 
gree by Nottingham University Members of 
the Senate announced this award in recogni¬ 
tion of Clough’s outstanding contribution* to 
Nottingham life What he has done tor society, 
one is still ignorant about, but hie services to 
football will be chensed by hie club 
Said a spokesman “When we are interview¬ 
ing foreign students we realise how much he 
has put Nottingham on the world map, far 
more positively than anyone sinoe Robin Hood 
We feel it is fitting that we reoogmse his 


wants to win tor, “my mum and 
dad ” Flint fights on his knees and 
exploits every advantage this style 
can give him Opponents reach arou 
nd to grab hie leg and “it isn t there," 
aaysbis coach. Cal Tackee 


Losing his leg five years ago m a farming 
accident, Flink wears an artificial limb, but 
removes it while wrestling “I want to win bad, 
I like the feeling," he says So what’s stopping 
you, Bill? 


contribution as an ambassador tor this city ’’ 
Clough will be required to wear academic 
dress, including a gown, to receive his honor¬ 
ary Master of Arte degree on July 13 What’s 
more, this will make him an official lecturer 
Not too bad, considering he has been lecturing 
the team tor years' 
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Perhaps 


because it dictates change. As in the ether 


spheres of life, sport too has not been allowed to 


remain untouched by change. The next 


seventeen pages are a pictorial essap on the 


recent curious trends in sport i Of course 


new m 






























Channel 9, constantly inventive when it 
comes to cricket, strikes again. This season 
they experimented with a miniature camera in 
the middle stump in an effort to get even 
closer to the action. And boy did they! When 
Greg Campbell broke Aamir Malik's middle 
stump in two television watchers jumped. If it 
was in 3-D they would have probably fallen. 
Oh, and now Channel 9 is thinking of a 
camera in the umpire’s cap. C’mon Aussie, 
c’mon! 


left: What's this mate? American style 
cheerleaders on the cricket field? Yup, the 
Australians are at it again. This sexy 
pom-pom brigade dished out ‘dinner-break 
entertainment’ for spectators at the recent 
Bensoni & Hedges World Series Final. With a 
couple of impromptu streakers thrown in. Is 
thegame stHl the main attracts 





♦ 








Whats new 

WITH TENNIS 



Flawed shoes, a sticky surface, fragile 
bodies?—who knows, but 1990 began by 
epitomising the concept of ‘voluntary default' 
during January’s Australian Open. Sensuous 
Miss Sabatini chased a drop shot all the 


i 


i 





way to a wheelchair—she slipped, her ankle 
went but she did not cry alone. Aussie Mark 
Woodforde, (below) wasstretcheredtothe 
same hospital, his ankle and dreams in tatters. 



Stefan Edberg (left) was the Final victim (pun 
intended) when neither ice nor painkilluig sprays 
could heal his strained stomach muscle. The 
tough guys at the Open sneered outwardly at 
questions of possible injury—but no-one hit the 
court without taped ankles. 




The‘jogging for 
fitness’craze was at 
its peak in the late 
Seventies. This 
evolved into the 
marathon era in which 
every jogger worth his 
morning run ran 
marathons. And aimed 
to complete it. Today 

Hia fiaanal 


ultimate ambition is no 
longer merely to cover 
the distance. But to do 
so with some amount 
of glamour and 
flamboyance Our 
marathon man on the 
left carries royalty on 
his back in the form of 
a Prince Charles 









effigy. The man on the 
Right is not out of the 
circus but just another 
competitor in the 
London Marathon. 

. Why, last year one 
) competitor pulled a 
Calcutta rickshaw 
through the streets of 
London, covering the 
entire distance of the 
city's famous 
marathon run. 

Of course there are 
the more serious 
runners too. (middle) 
Legendary marathon 
lady Ingrid Kristiansen. 


It has 

become customary 
fashion for 
marathoners to wear 
eitheroneorapairof 
» gloves. Why? Maybe 
~ to absorb the sweat 
that trickles down the 
arms or to wipe the 
sweat off the brow. 
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VWHAT’S NEW 
WITH GOLF 


No, notairconditioned 
golf carts, but walkie 
talkies! Tony Jacklin, 
captain of the European 
Ryder Cup-winning 
team, prefers to lie back 
and monitor his team’s 
progress via his handset 
rather than footsiog it 
over the course with eact 
of his players. “Hey, 
Seve, I told you to stay 
out of the bunker! Over 
and out" 
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HAT’S 


0 ^ 


Metal knee-pads, 
that’s what. With all 
top riders using their 
knee as a third wheel 
through fast corners, 
leather just wasn’t 
tough enough. Metal 
came in and still gets 
worn out by race-end! 
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VI HAT’S 
NEW WITH 
ADVERTISING 

Total sporting hype If 
you’re going to sell 
sporting goods, sell it 
through a major 
sporting event. Like 
Nike and Barcelona 
1992 
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It seems they are at last realising that it's a 




Connors knows which band he belongs to (top). 
Here he hints that soon he too will be joining Htie 
Nastase, Vitas Geruiaitis and the rest of the 'Old 
Masters . But there are some who still don't 
know when to call it Quits. 




HAT’S NEW WITH EQUIPMENT 


fleebok hit the shoe market withlThe Pump. 
Using the tongue to pump air jnto carefully 
located air pockets, the shoe provides a perfect 
fit and prevents injuries. And once you're done 
with ft? Just cress the release value at ttut nur 
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The many faces of today's sports fan Violent, 
boisterous and fanatical 

The threesome on top display the West 
German colours and their teeth to the camera 
Below: Swedish fans support their Davis Cup team 
in their usual sober and decent manner But the 
in the middle are the ones to watch out for, 
they are the Deadly Brit fans. Notorious for their 
hey nave affected world sport more 
than their national teams have done. 
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GANDHI 
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HOCKEY 



Glimmer 
Of Hope 

Alter the World Cup fiasco, India’s dou ' 

new-look, second-string, national team did wil J 
very well to finally win a tournament but 

MMMMMMMHMMnMMMIMHWIlHIHnHMMHMHMMMMMHMMHHH GaD 

indi 

W youj 

HAT a over a week. But the mere fact that faitl 

transformation it came soon after the World Cup surt 
Indian hockey went drubbing is a face-saving factor. It resu 
through in less than provides a glimmer of hope for the of lr 
four days. Prom a survival of the game. ski F 



W HAT a 

transformation 
Indian hockey went 
through in less than 
four days. Prom a 
complete washout at 
Lahore to an unbeaten track 
record at Lucknow! The annexing 
of the coveted Indira Gandhi Gold 
Cup—for the first time since its 
inception—is inspirationally 
laudable, even though it came 
from a lacklustre contest spread 


over a week. But the mere fact that 
it came soon after the World Cup 
drubbing is a face-saving factor. It 
provides a glimmer of hope for the 
survival of the game. 

Even though the tournament 
was robbed of all glamour with 
holders for two years Pakistan, 
World Champions Holland, Soviet 
Union and Spain staying out, the 
performance of the Indian ‘new 
look’ team, under junior 
international Jagdev Singh. is no 


doubt creditable. 

“We didn't go anywhere near 
winning the World Cup, 
but winning the Indira 
Gandhi Gold Cup, is a boon 
in disguise for Indian hockey. We 
youngsters have not let down the 
faith reposed on us. This victory is 
surely a step towards 
resurrecting the shambles 
of Indian hockey.” said the Indian 
skipper and left back Jagdev 
Singh. 

Holding Asian Games 
champions South Korea to a 1 -1 

Success at lastl The jubilant Indian 
team holds the trophy aloft (top 
toft) while the South Korean 
skipper consoled himself with the 
runner-up trophy (above) 














draw in the last of the round robin 
league matches of the six-nation 
tournament at Dhyan Chand 
Astroturf Stadium in Lucknow, 
the Indian victory may be seen in 
favourable light. However, the 
team never combined to put up a 
resounding performance: their 
best coming in patches with 
individual form fluctuating. The 
most convincing victory came in 
the initial encounter against 
underdogs Kenya: 6-0. 

Helped by a good display from 
the entire forward line and deep 
defender cum penalty comer 
expert Jagdev Singh, India 
maintained a hundred per cent 
penalty corner conversion. This 
victory perhaps gave the much 
needed boost to the young team. 

“These youngsters, if groomed 
well and given all the facilities 
which we lacked, may come up 
very well to our expectations and 
can do wonders in the 
International arena”, says 
international and recently retired 
left half Sujit Kumar, who 
otherwise is vehement against the 
hockey system in India which 
made him resign from 
international hockey in disgust. 

His retirement is certainly a loss 
because his replacements—Ajit 
Lakra and Shakeel Ahmed—are 
not enough mature to step into hie 
shoes. Of the two, Shakeel 
displayed more promise, 
strengthening his quest for a 
berth in the national side. 

The Indian performance kept 
deteriorating as the tournament 
progressed. But sheer luck and 
good play in patches helped them 
sail through the tournament 
conceding just one goal, in the 
last of the league matches to Asian 
Gold medallists South Korea, 
while scoring 13 goals. 

But had Korea won their 
encounter against Malaysia, 
which they ultimately drew 1-1, 
India would have loet the 
glittering Cup to the Koreans who 
had a better goal average, having 

1 scored 17 and conceding two, one 

! each versus Malaysia and India. 
And it would have been no 
wonder; the Asian champions 
gave a better tactical display and 
used better combinations 
throughout. 

15 



The Indian team packs up after a job well done 



Joyous celebration marked the busrlde back to the hotel 








In retrospect, their victories 
were more authoritative and 
authentic Against Japan, who 
gave India a run for their money 
they won O 7 In the next match 
against India, they took no ' 

chances and tought valiantly 

They were, of course aided by 
India r poorest display it, the 
tournament the biggest i 

disappointment being Dhanruj i 
Pillay who preferred to play an 
individual game spoiling the { 

, completeeohosion in attack ‘Ho j 
, lb still our best bet amongst the lot l 
I and I found no reason to have lum | 
| replaced in those moments ‘ 1 

I justifies Manager-on-promotion | 
M K Kaushik (also the demoted | 
Video-Carrier anian of Indian team 
at Lahore') 

Even coach Cha uhan resorted to 
similar views India s poor display 
m the encounter can be vouched 
by t he fact t hat we failed 1 1 
con vert even one of the seven 
penalty corners earned In < 

comparison to this zero per cent | 
’•ecord, India had registered a , 
hundred per cent conversion I 
record m the opening tie against | 
Kenya 

“I fail to understand the tactics 
evolved by our coach and 
manager*', says R P Singh, one of 
India's finest right wingers today 
and an ardent spectator from the 
gallery He further added about a 
similar latter experience in the 
recent past “Even in the Asia Cup 


The Indian skipper Jag dev Singh 
accepts his medal from Lokpathi 
Tripathi 

fmals against Pakistan 1 was very 1 
disa ppointed despite being ni j 

good ruck and fully fit, Pillay was ' 
preferred over me even though he | 
was limping with a twisted 
ankle”, said the long-haired 
winger who has been a regular in 1 
• he national sido since 1986 
lndo-Malaysia Test series 
If India had a cool clean victory 
over unfaneied Kenya, another 
came from their second encounter 
against Poland whom they 
crushed 3-0 despite a better 
European style display from the 
tall Polish team After these 
commanding victories India 
appeared more confident, yet did 
not impress against Malaysia 
India won 2-0. creating a record ol 
sorts by scoring one of the 
quickest goal (within half a 
minute) in hockey history 
After a disappointing display 
against Japan, the final league 
match of the tournament as 
expected was a tough encounter 
The Koreans, having noticed 
India's weaknesses against the 
Japanese, were aggressive from 
the beginning giving India little 
opportunity to dominate The only 
unfortunate incident came when 
the Koreans threatened to 
walk-out over a penally stroke 
awarded by Umpire A Scharserof 


Australia 

In retrospect, the tournament 
proved to be a grooming ground 
and provided .< mple exposure to 
our-voungsters Captain Jagdev 
Singh did well, as also did Shakell 
Ahmed, goalkeeper A B 
Subbaiah, Darryl 1 fSouza and Atif 
Idris 

“This team could be a better 
replacement if we bring in a few 
experienced players and biend it 
with the new blood and make a 
winning combination out of it A»1 
we need is to have a few victories 
continuously to keep us on our 
toes Arid once the winning trend 
sets m, we can do wonders and 
that provided IHF willing, because 
unless we receive good facibties at 
par with other international 
teams, it will certainly effect our 
performances and we should also 
do out with those long training 
camps which is of no use,” says a 
player who wants to remain 
unidentified 

“And despite all this, we have 
proved to the hockey afficiando m 
the country and the IHF that we 
can wm and if given added 
encouragement and boost with 
right facilities, we can certainly 
regam our lost glory,” chipped m 
another 

So perhaps, in a small sense, 
Indian hockey scored a point at 
last at the Indira Gandhi Gold 
Cup 

P. R sm s s h Menon, Lucknow 
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Ms Indian Open Golf Championship 1990 

OGAREfU SMOKING IS INJtlRIOIIS TO HEALIH 


Pebiisk 
Basics lit 
The Suit 


Stewart Ginn takes • 
short nap on the 
18 th...waltlng for the 
other players 


HE Old Course of the 
Royal Calcutta Golf 
Club has always been a 
challenging one Very 
demanding One which 
requires precision play 
A top professional who 
can mastei his own 
temperament and fo. d 
olf anxiety oanexpect to 
triumph on this com sc 
which plays long and 
has tricky gxeens 

Quite simply you 11 
make it only by playing 
youi noi mal game and 
keeping a constant 
check on your blood 
prossui < That was how 
Lu Hsi Cheun of Chinese 
Taipei won the last Open 
at the Royal m 1988 
Playing brilliant golf 


Championship and there 
were unusuall} high 
scoi es Ir urn a foreign 
field which had a record 
ent / y of 182 1 me luding 
19amateurs horn 19 
fount lies In fa t the 
winner himself was not 
identified till the 13th 
hole < in the final da\ An 
indie itionofthe 
appalling scores was 
that the cut wasapplieel 
at a high l r > t (The 
foreignei s weic mostly 
'greenhorns who want 
to make it to the 
American and ruropean 
PGA) And remcmti* r in 
1984 when the c ut was 
applied at 148 2 over pai 
we said that was poor 
Australian Stewai t 



Cheun increased his lead 
each day when golf was 
slow due to the 
murderously hot 
weather 

Not surprisingly then 
the course played havoc 
at the recent Wills 
Indian Open 


Gum, a veteran of the 
Indian leg is a name the 
golfing fraternity still 
remembers for his feat 
at Delhi where he 
probably cr eated a world 
record with an albatross 
on the 17th on the first 
day of the 1973 Open 


and followed it up with 
an < agle the next 
day and yet he didn t 
win the title because his 
compatriot Or iharn 
Mirsli beat turn b> thief 
shots 

(*mn c inn to ( air utta 
afttr quitf an tbscnce 
1 ht < ouibt was in 
pcilectconditHv but it 
pltyeiilong He 
predicted that th< 
scores'll) lid b» brtttr 

that the «arl» r veats 
Inc winrn r slio ild 1 h a f 
If a t 12 c ndt r or 
should get be low 280 

His spccul it ion 
piovf d n cone r Ih 
scores w» reatro ions 
fait s *ake a glimpse of 
the scores J he 79 who 
survived the cut plaved 
31b round*- which saw 
only 33 sub par car ds 
And the wuiner drdn t 
reac h Ginn b expected 
total Ihe 24 year-old 
Texan Andrew Debusk 
the ultimate champion 
scored 288 

However the per feet 
course condition saw the 
ageing Stewar t Ginn 
c burn the 3th spot with a 
lour round aggregate of 
296 along with Lan 
Keng Chi and Amenoan 
Homie Johnson who 
perhaps had the longest 
drive It seems 
Johnson’s dumbell 
workout before bedtime 
has helped m tb 
phenomenal dr 1 ves 

Since the Chmese 
Taipei golfers looked 
























rather depleted the 
pendulum swung in 
favour of the Americans. 
The frontline Americans 
for the $1,80,000 prize 
money were Mark Aebli, 
Lee Porter and Robert 
Martin. Mexican Carlos 
Espinosa who lost to 
Canadian Remi 
Bouchard at Delhi last 
year. Jean-Louis 
Lamar re (Canada) and 
Stewart Ginn were 
formidable threats. But 


golf had played the 
unpredictable pattern. 
Espinosa and Ginn only 
put up some laudable 
performance: Espinosa 
came second-six strokes 
more than the champion 
and Ginn consistently 
remained fifth from the 
second round onwards. 

N OT a big name on 
the Asian Circuit 
American Gery Webb 
fired a 69 to lead the 


Held on the first day and 
hit the sports page 
headlines. But this 
enterprising golfer's 
challenge faded as he 
slipped down to 19th 
place from round two to 
the final day. His bad 
drives and pathetic 
putting lapses did him 
great harm. 

And when Anthony 
Gilligan carded a 
3-under at the cut, 
memories of former 





Australian Indian open 
champions Peter 
Thompson, Brian Jones 
and Ted flashed by. 
Inspired by his wife 
Jenny. Gilligan led the 
field, but was constantly 
threatened by two 
others—Basad Ali, 
India’s main aspirant 
who performed 
creditably at the last 
Open here, and 
Lamarre, who trailed by 
a shot each. But little 


Andrew Debusk with the 
Indian Open Trophy 


further back was 
Houston resident 
Andrew Debusk, quietly 
sharpening himself up 
for the final kill. The 
Taipei players, 
unfortunately were 
languishing in the 
wilderness, only Lin 
Keng-Chi producing 
brilliant form to card a 
69 and make his 
presence felt. His 
countrymen Yu 
Chin-Han and Hsleh 
Yu-San did pretty well 
for themselves till 
midway but thereafter 
inconsistency engulfed 
them and the descent 
began fast. 

On the third day 
Debusk made hie move. 
He strode the course 
confidently, unaffected 
by the nervous tension 
which eventually 
devoured Gilligan. 
Undoubtedly, it was a 
day of wayward play but 
Debusk had prepared 
himself well to fight the 
odds and his cumulative 
of 818 took care of 
Gilligan’s lead. 

The Aussie was steady 
initially but his troubles 
began from the short 
13th hols: his tee shot 
landed below a tree off 
and to a side of the 
green. He succeeded in 








pitohing the ball well 
onto the green but a bad 
putt cost him a stroke. 
He birdied the 15th but 
dropped two shots on 
the final hole. When his 
drive landed on the 
undulating ground 
behind a tree his wife 
Jenny looked 
uncomfortable and at 


times bit her lips 
nervously. Gilligan was 
then in a terrible mess. 
He tried to lift his seoond 
over the tree but the ball 
hit the tree. However, 
from there he appeared 
to make a brilliant 
reoovery yet double 
bogeyed. At 219, he then 
tied with Lin Keng-Chi. 


Lamarre was still in 
contention. Basad Ali 
looked as though he has 
busted his chances when 
he lost six valuable shots 
thus enabling Firoze Ali 
to join him at 222 for the 
9th place. As things 
stood the issue was wide 
open. The winner could 
be anyone among the 


first ten. 

Debusk had the edge. 
But could he win 
it—he’d only been a pro 
for 13 months and as an 
amateur record was not 
inspiring. His 
performance at the 
Thailand Open was 
mediocre. Yet on the 
final day he was 
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marvelous, especially in 
the seoond nine. He 
birdied the first, the ball 
went into the cup and 
bounced out on the 
second; his close putt 
lipped the oup on the 
third and then the 
Sunday crowd saw his 
perfect slice on the 4th 
(when he was—3) when 


his shot landed 
ominously behind a 
clump of trees on the 
left. But he recovered 
brilliantly. By the 5th 
Gilligan was par, Lin 
Keng-Chi was -1 and 
Debusk --2. News flowed 
in that a birdie on the 
7th by Firoze Ali had 
equalled Basad’s +3. 


A mishap on the 7th 
cost Debusk two strokes. 
,His second shot went over 
the boundary which he 
said later "was my 
mistake and shouldn’t I 
have used the extra 
swing . But on the 12th 
the American looked 
tensed. The pressure 
was rising as Keng Chi 


on the 17th made 
Debusk a clear winner, 
his first major triumph 
and a pay packet of 
$19,902. Carlos 
Espinosa, who was 
placed 24th in the third 
round came second and 
Basad Ali and Aaron 
Meeks finished joint 
third. Basad needed the 




was catching up. Then 
the sudden 

transformation came on 
the 13th. The 
ascendancy of Debusk 
was fantastic, while 
Gilligan and Chi began 
slipping away. 

Gilligan’s fall began on 
the 9th when his drive 
landed into the thick 
bush and was made to 
take his third shot from 
the tee... +3 and by the 
14th he was +6(.he 
recovered one shot 
later). While Debusk 
obtained a birdie on the 
13th, Chi double 
bogeyed it. 

Two more birdies on 
the 14th and 15th and 


Vivek Bhandarl 
outclassed Lakstiman 
Singh to win the amateur 
title. Behind him is Ashok 
Malik 


money badly. Perhaps to 
buy another golf set. 

The amateur title fight 
was keenly contested. 
Lakshman ‘Bunny’ 
Singh who was playing 
rather well had’ to make 
way for talented Vivek 
Bhandari, son of former 
Test cricketer Praksh 
Bhandari, who 
outclassed the senior 
golfer by five strokes. 

SuMmsIi Sarcar 




INDIAN 


DAVIS CUP 


TEAM 


A SLOPPY 


SEQUENCE OF 
-SELECTION-. 



hen Neale Fraser speaks on 
Davis Cup matters people are 
inclined to stop and listen— 
they appear to 
recognise the great sense of 
purpose in the way he talks. 
Perhaps having both played in, 
and captained, a Davis Cup 
winning team allows for this. 

On a hot summers day at the 
1990 Australian Open, Fraser, 


strode into a well attended press 
conference to announce the 
Aussie Cup team for their 

February tie against France.he 

named Wally Masur, Darren 
Cahill, Mark Kratzmann, and 
John Fitzgerald, with Pat Cash as 
reserve and waterboy. Fraser’s 
team was not his final choice—as 
per Davis Cup rulings he knew 
that this was merely a mandatory. 


S. Vasudevan and 
Rohit Raj pal are 
selected to join 
Ramesh Krishnan 
and Zeeshan Ali in 
the Indian Davis 
Cup team for their 
tie against Japan. 
Leander Paes, the 
other contender is 
the reserve. While 
the selections them¬ 
selves may be 
slightly disputed, it 
is the process and 
method of selection 
which requires to be 
updated 













formal exercise and that ho 
retained the prerogative of 
changing hie team even 48 hours 
prior to the tie He stressed this, 
explaning that his players would 
be required to play tough, serious 
matches against each other m the 
five days preceding the tie, on 
which basis he would pick his 
final four This ensured a high 
degree of oompetiti venesa within 
his team, his players aware that 
form, and not necessarily 
reputation, guaranteed selection 
As it transpired Cash replaced 
Kratzm&nn for the doubles 
Fraser’s style is notorginal—it 
was a method used even by his 
captain Harry Hopman in the 
1980s—but it remains a highly 
pertinent and workable system 
especially when a bunch of 
players are nearly equally gifted 
It is also a system that the 
Indians are conveniently 
ignoring, at a juncture where it 
might have enhanced a more 
oomplete and lees disputed 
selection 
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Leander maybe 
miffed on being 

made reserve 




4 Rajpel juet 
edged out Pass 
for No, 4 
^^ot In die teem 


S Vasudevan, Rohit Rajpal and 
Leander Pass were the obvious 
nominees for the two empty places 
in the Davis Cup team (with Asif 
Ismail and Gaurav Natekar on the 
fringes) 

Despite his lack of proficiency 
on grass, and his age (ZB), 
Vasudev&n’s Cup experience, 
highly combative attitude and 
zinger first serve, none of which 
are arguable, was his plus factor 

Rohit Raj pal's credentials of a 
semi final showing at the 
Nationals and one of the satellite 
legs (a doubles win inoluded) were 
then considered enough to edge 
out Australian Open junior 
finalist Leander Pace This, was 
ATTA secretary R K Khanna’s 
explanation 

Now, although the ATTA 
executive oommittee formally 
announced the team as their 
decision, it appears dear that 
ATTA put great emphasis on the 
recommendation letters from 
present non-playing captain 
Naresh Kumar and Ramanathan 
Krishnan in these decisions If 
that is true, although both men 
have impeccable credentials, 
would it be impertinent to ask 
whether either actually watched 
Vasudevan and Raj pal during the 
satellite sense (or if the ATTA 
cares if they did) 1 doubt it 

If that is not true, then did the 
deciding executive committee 
members (or selection committee) 
watch the satellite senes 9 (None 
were at Australia for Pass for 
sure') 

If none are true, then it is truly 
a strange process of selection 

For me to suggest Leander 
instead of Vasudevan, or 
especially Raj pal, could be 
construed as nit-picking, for in all 
probability neither will play the 
tie No, that is not issue the 
style of selection is 

If, hypothetically, Pass (the 
reserve) easily consistently 
outplays Raj pal during practice 
matches at Chandigarh, will the 
team be ohanged does that 
flexibility exist 9 It does m 
Australia, where Fraser possesses 
the authority to do so Yet Naresh 
Kumar, moomprehensively, has 
not been given that prerogative, 
and would need to oonault the 
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executive committee before 
altering hie team. 

If the ATTA want* absolute 
commitment from Kumar, where 
he would willingly travel to watch 
his potential team players at 
various tournaments, they must 
grant him suoh powers. Most 
team captains all over the world 
have it. 

By next year, barring Rameah 
Krishnan, no single player will be 
able to take hie plaoe in the team 


for granted. Under these 
drcumstanoes, the AITA could 
easily announoe a provisional 
team, inserting a clause 
emphasising practice matches 
would eventuidly decide the 
playing four. How wonderful it 
would have been to see two young 
men. Pass and Raj pal, literally 
battling for a coveted Cup blazer. 
How the adrenalin would flow. 

But then the entire selection 
sequence this year has been awry. 


JAPAN WILL BE I 


H| VITAL lesson learnt from 
MM India's misadventure 
J^Uareu* the South Koreans 
in Bharuoh last year, ms that 
t h e A s l a n countries are no 
Mooches in tennis anymore. 

This year at least Raraesh 
Krishnan will definitely be 
present and obtain Nareeh 
Kumar is surely expecting two 
singles wins and* hMping 
1w«i< In th« ilrmtllm ft ww Mm 
As also a leas nervous, mors 
oompoasd performance from 
young Zaeshan All. 

mimilrt fjamnsh he 
dlsinollned from doubles play. 
All will be probably Joined by 8. 
Vasudevaa with whom ha had a 
reasonably productive 
partnership during the satellite 
aeries. 

While the Japanese too had 
lost to South Korea last year it 
should be no i n dica t ion of their 
ability—simply because they 
too were without their class 
performer, 

Matsuoka, a fit, rangy six 
footer h*s had the benefit of 
astute poaching. Trained at 
Harry Hopman's Tennis 
Aca dem y, he was later coached 
by another Hopman protege 
Bob Brett (now in ohargeof 


First, the AITA selected only two 
players, Ramesh Krishnan and 
Zeeshan All. Half a team made no 
sense, especially sinoe the 
selection committee was not 
consulted, resulting in its 
chairman Jaideep Mukheijea 
resigning. Moreover, the AITA 
had then directed that only 
juniors would be considered for 
the remaining two slots (untrue it 
transpired). Matters became 
further farcical when three 
ooaohes (unheard of In Davis Cup 
history) Akhtar All, Balram Singh 
and Beant Singh were selected for 
the tie. And then to select the final 
two players, neither of whom will 
probably play, the AITA required 
its executive committee, what 
remained of the selection 
committee and recommendations 
from two former players. 
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Boris Becker). HU height and 
athleticism almost 
sutomstloslly meant a 
preference for serve and volley, 
all of which he put to good use 
tn 1968*80. A spectacular win 
over Miloslav Meoir, a close 7-6, 
7*6 loss to John McBnroe and a 
career first final appearanoe at 
Wellington, New Zealand was 
enough to send tale ranking to 
an all-time high of no. 60. His 
ranking has since fallen, but 
since the Japanese play very 
few tournaments it is not a 
oorrect indication of hie 
standard. In addition Matsuoka 
is no mean doubles player, 
making him India's biggest 
threat. 

Matsuoka will be aoompanjed 
by oapt&in Hitoehi Hirose, 
Hidehiko Tanisawa, Haruo 
N&kano and Shigeru Ota. Two 
other Japanese players, 
presumably juniors, Kentaro 
Manuda and Toehihlra 
Tsuohihashi will also be 
present. 

Grass, yet again, will be our 
greatest advantage, and if 
India doesn’t win this one, 
(which we Should) well truly be 
in an almighty mese. 

R.B. 


Since the selection committee 
per se has been reduced to near 
irrelevance they might as well 
disband it Ramanathan Knshnan 
and non-playing captain Naresb 
Kumar (both intelligent and wise) 
should be inducted into a core 
group, with a maximum of three 
other members, whose decision is 
final and binding The more 
streamlined the system the less 
problems 

India ia fortunate that it has a 
large group of aggressive juniors 
working hard and desperate to 
don a Davis Cup jacket—the least 
the AITA can do is ensure a 
system where the ones who will 
never wear it will realise they 
were not worth it, and not the 
other way around 
RoMt Brljnath 



THE SPORTSWORLD 

April5,6 Finals April / atbpm 
Venue Oalhousie Institute 42 Jliowtdla Road Calcutta -1*1 

ROUND TABLE QUIZ 

Quizmasters Tiger' Pataudi Neil O Brien and others 

FOR THE DUNLOP 

No entrance fee or admit cards required 
Organ s»d by Calcutta Central Round Table 38 

S P E C T R A-W IDE TROPHY 















WHAT’S BENGAL DOIN 
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§$$ Nj^Hcteni, this’s V N i f f 


VP N 8 IDB the Bengal 
fgf drseaiigroom, 

■ Arun Lai oalled out 
A toSaurabh 
Ganguly “Sit here and 
watch!" he instructed 
the youngster "Watch 
Ashok Malhotra, eee 
how to play spinners cm 
a turning track You 
wont get a hatter 
opportunity." 

Not Juet Ganguly, but 
Malhotra's 858 not out 
in the Rahil semi-final 
againet Hyderabad 
oaught everyone's 
imagination. The track 
was by no meana helpful 
tor atrakeplay aa the odd 
hall stepped and turned 
But Malhotra 
encountered the three 
Hyderabad spinners 
with ease Ez-crioketers 
con f e s sed that this 
innings would've done a 
Viswanath proud 
They say that.’What’a 
brad in the bone oomes 
out in aa innings 'Arun 
Lai's innings oertamly 
reflected this. He 
followed the unbeaten 
188 in the quarter finals 
with a somewhat sedate 
93 Bengal was under 
pressure PranabRoy, 
whohadoo-starredin 
the quarter final win 
along with Lai, had 
fallen cheaply 
Indubhuahan Roy got 
40 and went shortly 
before lunch And when 

^thMl 1 C««giil y maria 

an early salt it almost 
looked a replay of last 
year’s Raq]i final when 
the Bengal batsmen had 
surrendered meekly 
Only this time 
Arun Lai made the 
dlftorenoe. Hyderabad 
let klip an opportunity 


when it failed to run him 
out by yards. Lai was 
then on 37. Ha went on 
toaooresa 

In the aheenoe of 
Venkatapathy Raju, 
Hyderabad resorted to a 
three-pronged off-spin 
attack. As it turned out, 
they missed Raju more 
than they missed Asher. 
KanwaJJit Singh bowled 
a deceptive loop, but sent 
down 13 no-balls. To 
make matters worse, 
Ayuband Yadav, tor 
most of the innings 
bowled the wrong line 

This mistake was 
repeatedly pointed out to 
Bengal's debutant 
BararUndu Mukherjee 
during team meetings 
The seniors asked him to 
pitoh just on or outside 
the off stump. Which he 
religiously did. 
Immediate suooesa. He 
beoame the first 
Bengali and fifth 
Indian to get a battriok 
in the Ranji Trophy On 
the final day, Hyderabad 
needed 318 runs in 86 
overs but oollapeed 

That Bengal 
eventually made it to the 
Raxjji final was no fluke 
Five years ago even 
Jagmohan Dalmiya at 
his most optimistic 
wouldn't have imagined 
a successive entry into 
the Ranji finals But 
truth, they say, is 
stranger than fiction 


His first Ranji 

-Mrtrh anri ■ hmttrlntoB 

iiMUsii miu i nonncKi 
Saracttndu MuMimIw 
trigginKjiHydmM 
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MPlHE Spring Polo 
* ® "season inDelhi 
■ comprising three 
■■ tournaments— 
Norther Cup, President’s i 
Cup and Sir Partab 
Singh Cup—oame to an 
end in the eeoond week 
of March The most I 

competitive tournament 
among the three being 
the Sir Partab Singh Cup 
which had a total often 
fixtures with all the 
leading polo players in | 
the oountry 
participating 
The tournament, 
sponsored by Dalmla 
Resorts International 
Pvt Ltd, witnessed high 
quality polo And a 
notioeable feature of the 
spring polo season was 
the upsurge of civilian 
participation 
The outstanding team 
of the season was 
Mewar Sponsored by 
the Maharaja of 

WHiiam Lucas (toft) 
keeps Or. Tony Singh 
of Ptnslncnsck 
during the final 


Udaipur -in keeping 
with Rajasthan's rich 
legacy of polo, the 
Maharaja of Udaipur is 
striving to make Mewar 
the best team m India, 
he even sponsored the 


tnp of the three 
Englishmen James and 
William Lucas (both five 
handicap) and William 
Robert (four 
handicap)—the Mewar 
team had the highest 
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Action from the saml 
ffr ttl mst ch betwee n 
Mewar and Port 
WflHsm. M e w a r beat 
Fort William 6V4-1 

total handicap of 11 
amongst the teams that 
participated But that 
didn’t stop them from 
winningtwo 
tournaments 
By their superior 
all-round display, 
Mewar broke the Indian 
Army's hegemony on 
polo In the final they 
trounced Fine 8-3 at the 
Jaipur Grounds, even 
though an injury 
sustained in the quarter 
final round kept James 
Lucas out His brother 
William Lucas, also with 
an ankle injury, 
however kept Brig VP 
Singh in aheck Pine, 
with a two-goal 
advantage an handicap 
with the versatile Brig 
VP Singh(4handicap), 
just could not match the 
marksmanship of their 
opponents 
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RULE 19-2: BAIL IN MOTION DEftfCTTD OR STOPPER; 

IF A PURR'S BAIL 1$ ACaptNTAU-> VtFUCTiP OR 

stomp at uiAseif, his partner or eiiii&r of -tmeir 

CACHES OR EOWPASNT, UE $UAU- UOJC mil MOLE 


SECTION 1 : ETIQUETTE: 

IN -ne INTEREST OT AU», FWWRS- *JOUl?> PLAY 
WITHOUT PEUY 
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IN 1907. WE NEW ->CRK6IANre R3RFEIT- 
EP A6AMET0THE PWllAPEUPMlA PWIUES- 
THANKS 10AYJHJD SNOMJBALL F16MT/ 

SCIWN& SNCWJ OFT TWElR SEAT5 FROM 
slEARUER STORM, NEW YORK FANS 
SNCM1BAUS AT THE. PODfetNS T AY 
MADESNOMJStbRM 




BTIIMHAltlUP 



KANSAS CTTY RDYAUS, 

S. fin PIVUL&EP A BARK SECRET 
1 KNOM1NTDONLYA 
Ulf UANPPUL OF TEAMMATE5. 

i ill A OTIS ANNOUNCED 
|.JIL THAT HE WAP USED AN 
n ^IHr ILLB6AU, CORKEP SAT 
’ PURIN& THE LAST \AYEA^5 . 
OF His 17-YEAR MAJ0RUEA6UE CAREER! 
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W E’RE getting to 
the end of the 
two-punch, one- 
kick combine 
tiona now This week 
we’ll discuss two 
straight punches fol¬ 
lowed by a ahoto- 
mawashi-gin (a round¬ 
house kick that goes 
from outside to inside) 
Very similar to the one 
discussed last week— 
where the roundhouse 
kick went horn inside to 
outside to utilise the 
opening created by (he 
dropping of your oppo¬ 
nent’s right hand—this 
one makes use of the 
opening created oy the 
dropping of your oppo¬ 
nent’s left hand 
Use the two straight 
punches to push your 
opponent back, and if 
his left hand is slightly 
towered thereby leaving 
his head open, launch 
into the kick Make con¬ 
tact with your 
instep to his 
side of face 
| or temple 


By SMvaP flM^slj 


PHOTOGRAPHS HAMM BHALLA 


♦ Follow It up 
with a straight 
punch with the 
right hand 


0 Throws 
straight punch 
with the left hand 


4 Complete the 
sequence with a 
sh oto - ms wssht-giri 
with the right log 


•7 
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B URRAB AZAR Yuw&k Sabha 
(BBYS) extended their hold 
over the state basketball title by 
defeating Eastern Railway men 
79-67 in an engroesing final at 
their courts recently. 

Eastern Railway, however, did 
not go away absolutely 
disappointed as their women's 
team successfully defended their 
title for the eighth successive 
year. The Railway women crushed 
Calcutta Parsees 74-30 in an 
one-sided affair. 

It was BBY8’s sixth title in a row 
and no one argued that they were 
the best outfit in the state on the 
final day. Sanjay Goel yet again 
proved to be his side’s pivot as the 
six-foot plus, lanky hoopeter 
soored 36 points to extinguish 
Eastern Railway's hopes of a 
fightback. 

But it wasn’t till the 18th 
minute of the match that the 
BBYS men really stepped on the 
gas. Ooel played true to form as he 
soored at will. 

Eastern Railway were troubled 
briefly when their chief man 
upfront Ajit Kumar Bramha failed 
to come good and he broke his 
rhythm by indulging in too much 
foul play. By the seventh minute, 
Bramha was already booked for 
four fouls and was thereafter 
effectively blunted. 

The Railway’s Paul M&mpillay, 
too, was a disappointment as he 
had to be sidelined in the 14th 
minute of the second half due to 
indifferent form. 

Only Dhirendra Kumar waged a 
lone battle for the Railway men. 
Kumar got 27 points for his side 
and that was Ids team's beet effort 
that day. 

The Benaraai Devi Changoiwala 
Trophy was wrapped up 
convincingly by Eastern Railway’s 
women's outfit as Parsees 
just oould not put up a semblance 
of a fight. Strengthened by the 
presence of Valsa Joseph and 
Smita Pal, both of whom failed to 
make it to the national side for the 
Asian Basketball Championship 


mm 
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The woman’s champions: 

Eastern Railway 

by a whisker. Eastern Railway 
had the game sewn up already by 
halftime. They led 39-19 at 
that stage. 

Kala C bagged 16 points for the 
winners, while Silvana D'Coata 
fetched another 15 to the Eastern 
Railway kitty. Meher Khambatta 
fired 12 points for the losers. 


Tn a second session surge by 

ABidhan nagar Government High 


School, Tentulberia Anukul 
Chandra High School were 
swamped 0-3 in the final of the 
Gosto Pal Memorial football 
championship at the Jadavpur 
University ground. 

After a barren first half, 
Bidhannagar’s skipper Amit 
Ghosh broke the stalemate 
scoring from the spot. The lead 
was doubled by Samip Mukherjee 
Mukherjee put the issue 
beyond doubt by netting 
Bidhannagar’s third goal. 

In the semi-finals, the 

Bldhannagar Govt. High School 
lifted the Goato Paltrophy 
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The women's champions; 

Kerala 


champions edged out Haldia High 
School by the slenderest of 
margins The match winner came 
off the boot of 8hintoo Naskar 
Tentulbena were however more 
emphatic m the semi-final 
triumph They trounced 
Knshnadebpur High School, 
Bardhaman 3-0 with goals 
coming from Sukhendu Mondal, 
Oosto Mondal and Subrata 
Naskar 


MmxstuiBgd 

Sparta 


R AMKRISHN A Mission Boys* 
Home, Rahara, emerged on top 
of the boys section while the 
girls’ crown was shared by 
Bhagirathi Shiipashram, Nadia 
and Govmda Kumar Home, 
Pamliati m the fifth national 
integration camp and all-Bengal 
inter-orphanage sports meet 
which concluded at the SAI-Netaji 
Subhash Complex in Salt Lake 
recently 

Tliree hundred and fifty two 
boys and girls from 40 social 
welfare homes took part m the 
meet restricted for competitois 
between eight and 16 years 
Competitions took place in 31 
events The meet was organised by 
the Dakshm Kalikata Sevasram 
The following are the individual 
group toppers Boys (Group A) 
Pradip Das (R K Mission, Rahara) 
Group B Uopal Naskar (Sishu 
Kanan Welfare Home, 
Mihirampore) Group C 
Samarendra Das (R K Mission, 
Rahara) Girls (Group A) Rita 
Ghosh (Bhagirathi Shiipashram, 
Nadia) Group B JhamaDas 
(Bhagirathi Shiipashram) Group 
C Deepali Kundu (Vidyasagar 
Balika Bhavan. Midnapore) 
SoumKra Bos* 
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D ESPITE stiff opposition, Indian 
Railways and Kerala managed 


to hold onto their titles in the 
men's and women's section 
respectively in the 35th National 
Ball Badminton championship 
held at the Lai Bahadur Stadium 

In the men’s super league 
Railways won four out of their 
five outings Though Central 
Public Enterprise Board (CPESCB) 
derailed the Railway men in 
straight sets 29-15 29-25, they 
later overcame formidable 
Hyderabad 29-26,19-29, 29-15 to 
keep their hopes alive 

In the crucial match, Railways 
beat Karnataka 29-24,29-18 to lift 
the Alladi Krishna Swamy Cup for 
the fifth time Ramamurthy and 
Arjuna Award winner P Rajaram 
excelled for the champions 
Hyderabad finished second 
pushing CPESCB to the third spot 
on better game average 

The Kerala girls defeated 
Karnataka 29-23,28-29,21-14, m 
a ding-dong battle to claim the 
Shanta Rangaswamy Cup The 
home team did not play at their 
best and oonceded a number of 
negative points Still Karnataka 


had to be satisfied with the second 
place Kerala Captain Mndula 
Human was the star performer 
While Hyderabad drubbed Tamil 
Nadu 29-19,29-13 to secure the 
third spot 

The following players were 
honoured with the star of India 
awards Men: Syed Rafee 
(Hyderabad), Dhruva 
(Karnataka), Ramamurthy 
(Railways). DSN Raju 
(CPESCB), Marumi thu (Tamil 
Nadu) Women: Mndula Kumari, 
Smdhu, Geetha (Kerala), Veena 
Ramesh, Asha (Karnataka) 

District Collector S M 
Vyayanand gave away prizes to 
the winners 
Sajsev Kumar T.K. 


MADRAS 
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O NE has heard of “the blind 
leading the blind”, as the 
expression goes But what about 
when the blind lead the sighted 9 
And yet this is what the Ceat Car 








Rally for the Blind is all about For 
it is the driver with normal sight 
who has to depend on the blind 
navigator for directions and 
instructions 

This popular annual event was 
started in Bombay in 1985 and 
soon the Ceat Car Rally for the 
blind was held in Delhi, Calcutta 
and Madras In the southern 
metropolis, the rally had its debut 
last year and was an immediate 
suooess with over 75 participants, 
of which three were all women's 
teams 

The rally covered around 80 
kilometres within city limits and 
the route printed m braille was 
"read out" by the navigators 

This year the rally, organised 
by the Tamil Nadu branch of the 
National Association for the 
Blind, the Himalayan Rally 
Association and the Madras Motor 
Sports Club, was an even bigger 
event judging by the number of 
entries About 84 cars took part 
and 73 of them completed the 
course The organisers and 
sponsors were so pleased with the 
response that they hope to achieve 
a target of ISO entries next year 
and also simultaneously conduct 
it in Bangalore and Hyderabad 
too 

Last year’s winning duo of 
Meena Dalai (driver) and Dipti 
Bhatia (navigator) repeated the 
feat this year Only this time they 
had to share the honours with A 
Murugan (navigator) and Rajiv 
Chowdhury (driver) Both shared 
the top spot finishing with five 
penalty points each (Last year 
Meena and Dipti had won with 
zero penalty points) 

Dipti who is a post graduate 
comes from a family involved with 
motor sport and Meena has struck 
a good combination with her 

“Our partnership is well set and 
we are looking forward to a hat 
trick next year’, said Meena who 
is the elder sister of former Indian 
women’s cncket captain Stina 
Shah 

For Murugan, the victory 
provided a special thrill, for he 
met with an accident en route to 
the venue last year But this time, 
with an experienced driver like 
R^jiv Chowdhury as his 
ooraparuon, he did not falter 



St 


Joint Winners of the Rally. 
(From left): Meena Dalai and 
Dipti Bhatia; A. Murugan and 
Rajiv Chowdhury 

Leelavati (navigator) and Dr 
Saboo (driver) took second place 
with 6 penalty points In third 
position were L Viswanathan 
(navigator) and Deepak Singh 
while Muzhumathi (navigator) 
and Savita Idnam the 
chairperson oi the ladies chapter 
of the MMSC were fourth 
Parish Ramchand 


fftHE Fifth All India Postal Lawn 
A tennis championships was held 
recently at Guwahati Altogether 
13 players took part, the players 
coming from Delhi, Andhra 
Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh and hosts Assam 
The final was between Chandra 
Bhushan of Bihar and his 
tea mm ate Dhirendra Kumar 
Bhushan won 6-0,6-1 
In the doubles final, Bhushan m 
partnership with Dhirendra 
Kumar, defeated the Andhra 
PradeshduoofN Venkataramiah 
andK Baaudevachan 0-0,6-2 



BANC.ALORH 




rjlHE Junior State athletics 
JL championships was conducted 
at Bangalore recently In the 
two-day meet the most 
heartening performance came 

Chandra Bhushan receives the 
•Ingles trophy from Durgadas 
Boro, the Minister of State for 
Home and Sports and Youth 
Welfare 












from Poonam Singh in the under 
18 category for girls She won the 
800m, the 1500m and the 3000m 
Kamala Siddi, one of the Special 
Area Qamee trainees of the SAI, 
broke the existing national record 
in the heptathlon event in the 
under-15 category 
•uni Abraham 


Poonam Singh: tinder 18 
champion 




The winners: K.K. Bhattacharjeeand Probir Roy 
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T HE inauguial championship 
consisted only of a pairs t vent 
held at the Satin day Uub 1h( 
i espouse was quite good with 50 
pans including nine couples 
from 29 fu ms taking pai t the 
largest c on* ingent of to pairs 
being fiom the sponsot s Dunlop 
The participants inc luded four 
inter nationals, one national 
champion and a well known 
badminton player of the sixties 
After two eliminations the field 
was reduced to 24 pair s and the 
only firms with more than one 
pair m the final t ur ned out to be 
Dunlop v3) Assam Company (2j 
and Bengal Chemical (2) Two of 
the internationals M L Capoor 
Managing Director of Dunlop 
and Smt KalpanaMishra(ITC) 
perhaps because they were 
playmginan unfamiliar 
partnership larled to survive the 
cut to the final 
The final, though a bit short 
was not bereft of excitement Two 
of the strongest contenders on 
paper, M M Roy-O P Choudhury 
and the Kejnval brothers SN 
and Prakash, surprised all by 
never being m the run H S 
Bajoi la and B Muiarkaof 


Hemlata Textile started well but 
wore overtaken by P Roy and 
K K Bhaltachaijet of Bengal 
Chemical with only three boards 
to go v, hen thf lot mer bid to an 
optimistic game going down The 
Roy Bhattacharjee duo managed 
to cling on to their slender lead 
despite a strong finish by the 
runners-up Theothei pairs were I 
nowhere neai and thu d plac ed D I 
Ch&kraborty G Ghosh of Indian 
Oxygon finished near ly 
two and a half boards behind 
SantanuGhoM 


RANCHI 


Iito-Aufflt Hockey 

A G BHUBANESHWAR of 
Orissa won the East Zone 
Inter-Audit hockey championship 
when they defeated A G Ranchi of 
Bihar, 3 2 in the tie breaker 
The final which was played at 
the BMP stadium was played at a 
furious pace but none of the teams 
could draw blood Eventually it 
took the tie-breaker to break the 
deadlock S Baxla.N Ball and M 
Minz scored for Bhubaneshwar 
while K SangaandP Topno 
scored for the hosts A G Ranchi 
Earlier, m the semi-final A G 
Bhubaneshwar defeated A G 
Patna 3-1 while Ranchi got the 
better of West Bengal by a solitary 
goal 

AnH Kumar Singh 


71 











Hard-Hitting 


Y OUR oover story,'Drugs In 
Indian Sport* (Sportsworld, 
14 Feb) was a, hard-hitting 
one Perhaps even harder 
than Tyson’s -left hook It is 
obvious now that most of the 
Indian athletes do take drugs No 
wander that some of them have 
desperately asked for promotions 
knowing that the cat might get 
out of the bag during the Bering 
Asiad 

The stalling of a dope testing lab 
by vested interests m the AAFI 
confirms the involvement of 
ooaches and officials in this merry 
game of deception 
The only way to check this 
menace is by having surprise dope 
tests by independent government 
agencies during the next few 
Tnnntha anri at Asiad trial 

After all, it would not do our 
country's image any good if a 
Subrata Paul type of incident 
recurs 

AMTTKR DAS. 

Calcutta 







fltHESE are the conclusions that 
A oan be got from the 
recently-concluded senes against 
New Zealand 

1 Azhar is captaincy material 
and must be retained as captain 

2 Bishen Bedi should be 
retained as the manager of the 
Indian cricket team 

3 Manoj Prabhakar has really 
matured and should get a regular 
slot in the team 

4 Atul Wasson has solved the 
problem of the third ae&mer with 
some superb performances in New 
Znalsnri 

KANTSHKA DUTTA, 

Calcutta 
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I F the performance of the Indian 
cricket team at New Zealand was 
very disappointing, the 
utterances by the cricketing 
manager Bishen Singh Bedi was 
really painful and ‘disgusting* 


Bishen Bedi 

Statements like I won t stop any 
player who wishes to commit 
suicide and The Indian team 
should be thrown into the Pacific 
Ocean’ are unnecessary 

Who the hell does he think he 
is I * * * * * * * 9 Who gave him the author lty to 
utter such vile statements 9 1 have 
never heard of a team manager 
who brings down the morale of his 
team in such a manner 9 
I wonder whether Bedi has 
heard of words like ‘diplomacy 
and ‘decency’ 9 

1 request the BCCI to take action 
Also the Indian Players 
Association should initiate some 
action against him so that m 
future no other team manager 
makes such outrageous 
statements 
S SURESH, 

Madurai 


I WAS astonished by the remarks 

mads by Bishen Singh Bedi after 

India lost a one-day international 
to New Zealand His statements 
were unwarranted and I think 
that instead of motivating the 
players, he is deflating them 

In fact, as a true manager, he 

should lead from the front and 

lead the guys straight into the 

Pacific Ocean 

P V NATHAN. 

Coimbatore 


Thanks 


VlfHANKS a lot for the exc lusive 
JL photo feature on Nadia 
Comaneci It was amazing to 
think that Nadia has turned out 
like this We look forward to a 
similar photo feature on Gabriel* 
Sabatmi and other such famous 
tennis players 
TANIMARAY 
Calcutta 

Ho Fighting Spirit ■■■■■■■ 

I HAVE always seen India lose m 
international competitions We 
lose our matches which we are 
almost winning and we lose 
matches when we are hopelessly 
defeated There is rarely any 
fighting spirit among us Indians 
How easily we give up It is 
therefore of no surprise that India 
rarely wins any international 
tournaments m any sport 
TUMNASAHA, 

Calcutta _ 

Master Blaster 

H1HANKS very much for the 
A super poster of the German 
hockey dynamo, Blocher He is a 
real master blaster, who prowls in 
the defence areas of the opposing 
teams and cracks the board as if 
like a cannon-ball But an action 
poster would have been better, 
however 
AJAYDIKSHTr. 

New Delhi 













I..QUIZ..-J 

QUESTIONS 

1 Ty Cobb is often regarded as the 
greatest baseball player of all 
time What is his full name ? 

2 Of the three goals scored by Geoff 
Hurst in the 1966 World Cup 
soccer final, one was by his nght 
foot, one was by his left one and 
one was by his head In which 
order did fie score? 

3 The triple jump involves three 
separate jumps—hop, step and 
jump How is the final jump 
different from the first two? 

4 The first name of an Olympic 
champion spnnter inevitably 
reminds us of an elevator 
manufacturing concern Guess 
who? 

ANSWERS 

1 lyrus Raymond Cobb 

2 Hurst headed the first goal, scored 
the second with a nght footed shot 
and the third with a left-footed 
shot 

3 The hop and step are made with 
the same leg and the final jump 
with the other leg 

4 OtisC Davis (USA) who won the 
400m gold in 1960 


f CHESS . _ _I 

The Classical Kings Indian 
Defence leads to blocked centres 
and wing attacks The onus is on 
black to breakthrough, because 
his king bishop will get throttled 
in the ending So, usually black 
will take greater nsks in the 
middlegame 

White Portiach Vs Black Nunn 
Skelleftea, World Cup ’80 

1 d4 NfB 2 C4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 4 e4 
d6 5 Nf3 0-0 6 Beg e5 7 Be3 h0 8 
O 0 Ng4 9 Bel Nc6 J 0 d5 Ne7 11 
Nel fB 12 Bxg4 fg4 13 Nc2 g5 14 
Ne3 Rf4>? Black must expose his 
rook, because 14—hS 15 h3< gh3 

16 Qxh6 hg2 17 Kxg2 RfB 18 Ng4 
is definitely good for white 

15 Bd2 Here white had to 
oonsider 15 NfB NxfB 16 Bxf4 ef4 

17 efB BxfB or IB Ne2 Rxe4 16 
Qd3 Rf4 17 Nxf4 ef4 In both cases 
black has enough for the 
exchange 

15—Bd7 16 b4 Ng6> this is an 


improvement on Kasparov Vs 
Nunn when black was struggling 
after 18—QfB 17 Rcl Nh4 
(Diagram) Once again 17 Ne2 
Rxe4 18Qc2Nf4> 19Qxe4Nxe2+ 
20 Khl Nd4< or 17 Nf5 Rxf5 18 
ef5 BxfB leaves black in a decent 
position 

18 Khl? Portisch should have 
tried 18 f3 gf3 19 g3 Qf6' 
immediately and continued 20 
Rf2< RfB with violent 
complications Note that 20 gh4 
f2+ is very dangerous while 20 
gf4 ef4 21 Nf5 BxfB 22efB Qxfa 
loses outright The white king is 
nosaferathl than at gl. and the 
tempo is vital 

18—Qe8 19 f3 gf3 20 g3 QhB 21 
gh4? 21 Rf2» is the only move 
though black can play 21 - Ral8 
with a strong attack 21gf4?ef4 
22 NfB BxfB 23 efB Qg4> 24 Rgl 
Qg2+ " is an attractive way of 
getting mated 

21 - Rxh4 22 Rf2 g4 23 Nfl Rh3 
24 Kgl Qg6 25 Ng3 RfB Clearly 
black is now winning for the g 
and h pawns are like battering 
rams 26 NfB Rxf5> 27 ef5 BxfB 
Scanficing the exchange to keep 
control of e4 ensures the pawns 
can't be blocked 

28 Ne2 Desperation, but 28 Qf 1 
g3 29 Rxf3 gh24 J0Kf£?Rxf34 
31 Kxf3 e44 is no better 28—fe2 
29 Qxe2 Bd3 30 Qd 1 31 hg3 Be4 
(O 1) 

Dcvangshu Dutta 
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L. BRIDGE 3 

Today’s hand raises the age-old 
problem for declarer of whether 
to choose the technically correct 
line or to take an inferior line that 
gives a better chance against 
improper defence • 


# 852 

Q J108 
AQ8 

♦ 1074 


EAST 

«KQ64 
973 
KB « 

+ 982 


SOUTH 
► A10 
A842 
J105 
+ QJ63 


During the auction East had ! 
casually asked the meaning of the 1 
spade bid The heart queen was led 
and on winning in dummy I 
could see that my only chance was 
to play fot East to have started 
with a spade honour singlet «,or | 
doubleton or else king-queen to 
exactly three Accordingly, I led a 1 
spade off the table at tnck two, 
winning with the ten as East 
played low Now the spade ace, 
hoping to catch a spade honour 
from East m which case one more 
spade could be set up, but East had | 
started with one spade too many | 
Down one j 

Could 1 have made the hand? I 

Prakash Kejnwal, a national 
champion who was watching the 
game, suggested pulling the | 

spade jack from the table at tnck 
two If East covers as he well i 

might, 1 could win and play the 
ten East would do best to refuse 
this but 1 could then have crossed 
over and pulled the spade nme, 
pinning West s eight and setting 
up dummy's seven Of course, this 
line is technically incorrect as it 
has no hope if East refuses to 
cover on the actual hand and also 
gives up on the chances of East 
having started with a singleton or 
doubleton spade honour or KQx 
(except KQ or K8 or Q8 or KQ8) 
for then East covers the jack 
leaving declarer resourceless 
Should I have taken this 
technically inferior line? Prakash 
seems to think so for, as he 
pointed out. East's needless query 
about the spade bid indicated that 
he had spade length m which oase 
the techrucal line is a no-hope play 
many case 
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WORLD CUR STAR WATCH] 


CARECA: 


THE RETURN 
OF THE NATIVE 





II * of a sudden the Brazilian 
coach Sebastiao Lazaroni has an 
embarrassment of riches 

It was not too long ago when 
Brazil caused heartaches all over 
the world, as its game began los¬ 
ing that unmistakable flair that 
has always characterised Latin 
American soccer 

For all the recent Argentine 
uprising it is Brazil whom the 
pundits and connoisseurs have 
always looked up to as the cream 
of South American talent To them 
the prospect of a crumbling Brazil 
was disconcerting enough to 
cause a sense of decay in world 
soccer Brazilian football was in a 
mess And the awareness was dis¬ 
tressing 

But. perhaps, no one felt the 
pain more acutely than Sebastiao 
Lazaroni whose eventful stmt as 
Brazil’s helmsman is now about to 
give him the imago of a national 
saviour, for the simple reason tliat 
Brazil is now on her way back—to 
perhaps that hallowed realm of 
glory where she really belongs 

The reason 9 Although some say 
it’s all Lazaroni’s luck, the fact is 
that Brazil has suddenly had a 
surfeit of talented players return¬ 
ing to form And Careca is one of 
them Lazaroni's main dilemma 
now is that he has three world 
class centre forwards Careca, Be- 
beto and Romano Lazaroni. 
therefore, has to leave a player 
that most managers would give 
their nght arm for, or he has to 
field all three of them together, 
which would create an irresistible 
frontline but in turn would 


weaken the midfield 

Lazaroni, m all likelihood, 
would opt for the most dynamic 
choice the Careca-Bebeto com¬ 
bination For, on the one hand the 
third centre forward. Romano's 
temperament is suspect while on 
the other the genius of Careca is 
one indispensable factor the Brazi¬ 
lians will have to utilise fully 

Aged 29 with 7 caps Careca was 
Brazil’s top scorer m the last 
World Cup which certainly is a 
measure oi his flair and expert 
ence 

Moreover, tor a considerable 
penod last season he showed the 
kind of consistency which made 
him the most reliable and innova¬ 
tive player m the forward line 
Even though he missed the presti¬ 
gious Copa America last year be¬ 
cause of nagging injuries Careca 
overcame his handicap whenever 
he could play a vital role in Bra 
zil's qualification campaign for 
Italy 

And the highest point m his pre 
World Cup campaign came when 
against Venezuela, he scored four 
goals with spectacular aplomb 

Subsequently, he gifted Brazil 
the match-winner against Chile at 
the great Maracana 

Pundits say all that is missing 
m the Brazilian squad now is 
someone who can control the 
game m the old Zico style 
Perhaps, m Italy the shadow of 
Careca will continue to grow and 
Brazil will thrive under the all- 
embracing versatility of this 
talented ballplaver 0 










were buRdoaedtothe 
fringes by the modern 
sport of aoooer. 

Organised eooeer was 
quick to take roots by 
leva, only a year after 
the UAE was formed. 
Bat ft began tqtakeoff 


theWorld Sports 
Academy to Saudi 
Arabia, started b ; 
Jimmy HBl of England 
in coordination with 
IMxuKftLteUdinFabad 
bin Abdul Acta, then the 
President of the 
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• Bernard Blautt 

White shirts, white shorts, white 


fepmifc Group 0 (MHan-Bologna). 
Wert Germarw,Yugoslavia, Colombia 

PlUMH Wrttf Cm MHWitll: None 


rweeartepwitto mmiwmi 
fiomttedi the amatol 


Li v j.i.i ■ / 


hHPdtm*. 8tft tb* Doming 
of s rtlfloial grass TM a 
anisade. An 
inftastruotuxaljmtw^ 

coastal Strip The result 
today U*eo,f*x 
oapadtyNattooai 


IfMtatotoAtaQhato. 

Asw<diasal 4 -t*aaa 

mWW DfiVSOwO?** wW^mMiw 
tfOBH tiio moodiDe ddduIpod 
iMurtiwhfitttttoRi in 
the Oi^fudotb^' 
champkmahipe. 

TbeU AS and the 
Arab States of the Golf 
region, and the 
peninsula, have toms of 
the best modem stadia 

ofthsworM.and 



•Wfl'^&ay > svsasome 
of the beet grace pitches 
(natarsi grass having 

t****)iils1 > i ti i v^«i 

graMiba lees) 

Onto soooer. Flaying 
ths game for fun and 
mtfogrment in the past, 
meant that they revelled 
in ball control, 
nimblsneea, pace end 
de cep ti ve akills the 
present squad instill 
weak on tsotios, and on 
the use of‘body’. 

Tbalr strength is 
•host passing add 
jttWNMto-- Bvst their 
Weakness Urn in 
"long'tndlixtg out pf 
<Mfenou,as wailasin 
hemUm- 

Tfcto to wrtjy dormer 

MUtoosl manager, 

M> i Si tsn|in fnnn 
<PffpIrt00P fiy 

1rhAai.li Ml tag 111fc ali ■ 4 Huythit 

JBpnpiXHn# JsmrtCMXtU mQPQVwM 

tossing mieeealdy taUsd 
with tfis Qhistp In tifsn 
past, dmrfrltfT that ttm 
totorthto style df pitor 
Was best ached to the 
AjtotosMtodrtCtortaa 
AftMto Fsendra. Ida 


stoMjttisf.tr. aj& 

pdnts(FIStnsd4i wwMfc 
dww4htaw^toNh 
flgiimtQT Wmitti tom 
pCOlMMi OBCttOO^SOtfnT 
Bhzbl notate Qitir 
flh^ flmn Ato hhi iy* 
North Ktoto ended tbefr 
long Journey with S, 4, 
4, and 3 points 
respectively 
The unpretentious 
£miratse side played to 
a l <4*9-3 formation 
This will probably be the 
same in Idly, e tow 
months from not 
Musabbehwillbeat 
goal Khalil Ohanetn, 
Salim, Obsid, Ibrabun 
Mir will be manning the 
four-man defence In 
hront of them at midfield 
will be Ibrahim, lasa Mir 
and Ismail Among the 
strikers, there are A1 
Tatyani, AbdslFtehmao 
Hfnfiajnmnd ace 
striker and left winger 

Vi IQnwii 

esosUsd in their final 
toundquadfloatfam 
group Mubarak 
g faan am and Sb dwt Alto 

ttl« tapn * , 

more strikers who oould 
give the side its 
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thetr AJSiheneosss 
|n the final rounds of 
eMr group, was a n jsult 
CfaoCmhiivattonof 
courage and luck When 
jtoudlAntoa. the World 
ttodar-lB, and Asian 
champions, and the 
iWdoubtabls Koreans 
Amm the two Korea*, 
including the Chinese 

SndtoisOtokria, 

co mp eted, the E mi r ates 
stood no chance 
Bui in slushy 
fitogapaw, the giants 
fbfl- The Saudis played 
the beat, apart from the 
•ifarth K or Wil. Wp 4 4tty 
{ineae Wars in with* 


It has been abapfcbMh 
of fire far tide young 


uke urn Ame ricana, 


th the South 
Koreans have the 
WnesingsafaUthe 
Asians and other Third 

World countries Afefajg 
them will be a **ae«y, 
very strong” 
Yugoslavian rid*. West 
Oenimnyaddllmtrieky 
Ooldpietum. anew tores 
in Sooth AmerioMn 
aooaHr,inQroupD 
WsB petroleum sooner 
OSw he able to ignite the 
•petting hearts of world 
eoooer? (toed luck 
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tost during their seven-year 
double* partnership: 0. 

... r; , , , ; 

PROS that Bev Warner, a 
■ T 4-year courtesy car 
driver at tha Australian 
Open. co n slcters her most 
difficult customers: John 
McEnroe and Boris Becker. 


P RO that Warner says is 
her favourIts to urlVe: 
Steffi Graf. 


Ml UMBER of more 
IlNIkkiP Me, the 




H OW the Czech 
authorities ord 


■■authorities ordered 1975 
defector and long-time 
“non-person” Martina 
Navratilova be Introduced at ’ 
the start of the 1986 



■■■■ ■? ■■, -i M. 










N OBEL Peace Prizewinner 
who sent world No. 4 
Bred Gilbert a telegram to 
thank Mm for refusing a 
six-figure money guarantee 
to (May in the South African 
Open as he had in previous 
years: Anti-apartheid 
campaigner Bishop 
Desmond Tutu. 


P LACE that Steffi Graf 
would most like to visit: 
South Africa. 

W HO John McEnroe once 
claimed that wlde-body 
rackets are for: “People who 
can’t play tennis.” 


• * 


W HAT 87-year-oid Jean 
Borotra, the 1924 
Wimbledon champion, said, 
during a 1984 international 
club match, was the only 
thing that worried him: ‘The 
feeling that I may die without 
having played enough 
tennis.’ 1 


N UMBER of different 
partners that Jakob 
Hiasek has won his eight 
career Grand Prix doubles 
titles with: 7. 

S PORT that world No. 5 
Michael Chang considers 
mors difficult than tennis: 
Fishing* 


N UMBER of companies 
that retired Chris Evert is 
a spokesperson for: 12. 


W HAT Natalia Zvereva's 
surname means In 
#»i*a^"WiW animal.” 
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H ere we era in the 
spring of 2000 A.D. 
Whet better time to re¬ 
view the 1800s, a 
momentous decade for 
cricket? In the distant 
days of 1990, who oould 
have foreseen that, by 
now. South Africa would 
be the recognised world 
champions of cricket? 
Who would have pre¬ 
dicted that Durham 
would be county cham¬ 
pions, unbeaten for the 
last three years at home 
in their indoor stadium? 
Who would have foretold 
the appointment of Sir 
Ian Botham as president 
of MOC? 

Pew will now recall 
the con tr o v ers y in the 
late 1980e conoeming 
the appointment and 
Backing of successive 
England captains. What 
an inspired de ci sion it 
was in 1993 to introduce 
a captaincy rota for each 
Teat. Now, the captaincy 
changes hands every 20 
minutes and every play¬ 
er has several turns dur¬ 
ing each Tset. While this 
arrangement has not 
improved England’s 
playing record, it has at 
least eliminated the con¬ 
troversy; and so far, 
only two players have 
reaigned partway 
through their 20 mi¬ 
nutes because of the 
pre s su res of the job. 

Internationally, the 
return at South Afinioa to 
the Test match fold in 
1997 with an all-black 
aide was widely wel- 
. oomed, as was their sub¬ 
sequent unbroken run 
of suooeas. It was parti¬ 
cularly regrettable, 
therefore, that their 
1999 tour of England 
was so disrupted by the 
protests of the Stop the 
Tour movement, cam- 

|»M,4 gniTl g ■g—farf* «r. 

elusion of white cricke¬ 
ters from the touring 
•party,. •-/ 



Attempts at interna- i 
tkmal levels to curb fast, 1 
short-pitched bowling 
have been largely unsuc¬ 
cessful, The introduc¬ 
tion of a maximum run¬ 
up of 10 paces for bow¬ 
lers was particularly ill- 
conceived. Controversy 
over this measure 
reached spectacular new 
heights in 1996 when 
Australian opener Kel 
Pratt walked off the field 
in protest at West Indian 
7ft triple-jump cham¬ 
pion Hilton Wilton who, 
kicking off from the 
Sydney eightsoreen, 
reached the crease after 
just nine giant strides 
and bowled at lightning 


speed. The hypocrisy of 
Pratt’s protest was plain 
to all when Australia un¬ 
veiled their new fast¬ 
bowling prodigy, Merv 
Flinger, the long-armed 
human windmill, who 
bowled from a station¬ 
ary position at the 
crease and achieved in¬ 
credible speed. HUB par¬ 
ticular controversy, un¬ 
like Merv, is likely to 
run and run. 

Broadcasting of top 
matches took on a total¬ 
ly new dimension dur¬ 
ing the 1990s, with 
players having portable 
miniature cameras and 
microphones attached to 
their persons. The 


Sir Ian Terenoe Botham—President of MCC? 



armchair spectator can, 
at the press of a remote- 
control button, tune in 
to the camera mic¬ 
rophone of hie ohoioe. 
Ex-players and other 
commentators are rele¬ 
gated to the role of pro¬ 
viding instant transla¬ 
tions of some of the more 
obscure or colourful out¬ 
bursts ooming over the 
microphones. 

Sponsorship has oon- * 
tinued to generate in¬ 
come for the game and 
its players, who now 
carry large advertising 
slogans on their clo¬ 
thing and equipment. 
Battery-powered neon 
signs on pads, particu¬ 
larly effective in poor 
light, were banned in 
1997 after a sharp show¬ 
er of rain and a faulty 
connection almost had 
fatal results for England 
opener Geoff Stonewall. 
A firm line was also 
taken when beefy 
allrounder Billy Bult 
appeared in a Lord’s Test 
wearing a large orange 
’box’ outside his flan¬ 
nels, advertising a no¬ 
xious antipodean lager 
and bearing its well- 
known slogan 'Mine’s a 
large one'. Finally, 
though much has 
changed in the world of 
cricket in the last 10 
years, little has changed 
outside the game. Bri¬ 
tain stall has an indomit¬ 
able, outspoken female 
Prime Minister. She 
dominates the scene, 
dwarfing colleagues, 
opponents and husband 
alike. Controversial, opi¬ 
nionated, uno ompromis-. 
ing, she shows few signs 
of relinquishing power. 
Like her oar not, die is. 
oertain to be with us tor 
years to came. So let us 
salute . Preacef'-.’ 
Edmonds, .Britain's} 
seoond woman Prime 
Minister..■ 
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5P0RTSW0RLD: Everyone it spying 
that you am finished. 

KAPIL DBV: My oareer can’t be at 
a high all the time. There are ups 
and there are downs, and then ups 
again. Even the great Bradman, 
Greg Chappell, Gary Sobers and 
our own Gavaskar went through 
depreaalona in form. The most 
important thing is how Hast one 
emerges from it. The one thing 
that I will aay in my defence is 
that there have been eo many 

nh»ng iM In H» tnrftim faam rmrr 

the last 2-3 years that one doesn’t 
know whether one is coming or 
going. This has affected my 
performance; it haa also affected 
the aide’s planning. If you check, 
between 1988 and 1987 Indian 
cricket did quite well because 
there used to be one or two 
changes in the aide at the most 
with the rest of the players 
constant. A player must know 
where he stands; now with 


Prabhakar and Wasson I know 
where I stand. I am much relieved. 
As time goes on I might re-emerge 
as the strike bowler instead of 
being asked to merely keep the 
runs down, or being asked to bowl 
40*80overs in 15-over spells. 

So you do accept that you are going 
through a d epress ion at the mo ment 
I wouldn't aay that it is a total 
depression. I will paint to the fkot 
that the ohangee in the side never 
really reflected my contribution. 

If the team was not strong enough 
to bowl another side out twioe. 
people said I performed badly. On 
the other hand, if we had won my 
performance would have also 
improved. If we have a winning 
combination then usually the 
captain allows me to play my 
natural game rather than asking 
me to r es tri ct it. So my 
performance should be seen 
within a team oontext. 


I 
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How can you say that a constant side 
improves your psifwiiisiitsT 
If your team la good enough to 
bowl the opponents out twice In a 
match, you know your strengths 
and weakneeeee So basically, it 
oomes to a point where the team’s 
performances affeot your own 
performance For example, in the 
last three years I have been 
juggled around in the batting 
order between numbers five and 
eight It’s a different ball game at 
the two positions. Besides I have 
also been asked to do the donkey 
work when it has came to 
bowling. At my age 1 would be 
more successful if used in 5-6 over 
bursts In Pakistan, for example, I 
was bowling from morning to 
evening Naturally, I became 
defensive; I couldn't go all out, I 
had to hold something back; I had 
to last the whole day, 1 oouldn’t 
afford to break down Somewhere 
along the line 1 was forced to 
sacrifice my wioket-taking ability 
for aheer economy. But now with 
Prabihakarand Wasson around, 
watch out in the next series! 


Australia's Mark Ti 


Kapil with saaa during 
concluded triangular aai 
Zealand, is Kapil losing 


iirfng the lust 
vies In No 
I the edge? 



I have been 
asked to do the 
donkey work 
when it has come 
to bowling. At my 
age I would be 
more successful if 
used in 5-6 over 
bursts 


You had ftabhakar and VhMSi In Nov 
Z ea lan d. Why d idn't you do wstllliam? 
Waaaan was still new there. 
Besides, one Test was washed out 
and we bowled only one innings In 
the other Teat. But coming back to 
the earlier subject, I would want to 
be used more far ahook affect than 
stock value. I only need a little 
more careful use. Earlier on, if 
there was any problem in the field 
the captain would throw the ball 
to me. 1 couldn’t experiment aa 
there wouldn’t be too many runs 
to play around with More often 
than not, I would be asked to keep 
the runs down so that India stayed 
in the game. But as 1 aay, things 
ere changing now with two other 
bowlers who can also attack 

You mean you shouldn’t have been 
used for extended periods as you ware 
in Pakistan? 

When you are used for extended 
periods, your enthusiasm begins 
to waver midway, beoause it is a 
difficult thing being entrusted the 
job of controlling the runs and 
bowling all day Not breaking 
down becomes important 

I’ll pant you one thing—you am mom 
economical than ttw other Indian 
bonders. You give fewer runs than all of 
them, but at the same time take fewer 
wickets. 

That’s juatil each time I go m to 
bowl I have to tell myself 1 don’t 
want to give runs, 1 don’t want to 
give runs, 1 don’t want to give 
runs*. Had we got Prabihakarand 
Hirwam earlier, we could have 
planned our strategy, we could 
have aome in far 6-8 overs like the 
West Indians do, picked up a 
wicket and then taken a break. 

You feel that your e ffe c t i veness is 
linked to the Indian batting? If we 
•com 500-odd than you can afford to 
be a bit mom attacking? 

If we are bowled out for lOO I cant 
be expected to go in and fire 
bouncers and yarkara. That’s why 
I aay that the better our team, the 
better 1 will be able to perf or m 
individually. At least it works that 
way with me 

1 remember you saying that Pmbhakar 
had given you a second lease ofllfa. 
For quite soma time I was the only 
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The one thing that 
I will say in my 
defence is that 
there have been 
so many changes 
in the Indian team 
over the last 2-3 
years that one 
doesn't know 
whether one is 
coming or going 



one carrying the burden of the 
attack Now the scenario is 
changing aa the captain knows 
that he can turn to Prahhakar 
even in him ted-overs matches 
And with Wasson coming in. we 
seamers have a shared 
responsibility amongst ourselves 

But do you accept that jpour 
performances in the last few years 
have not been effective. 

Definitely The figures show it 
But here again, I think I didn’t get 
the runs, whereas the number of 
wickets were more or leas okay. If 
you are surprised with this 
remark, I would like you to cheek 
the number of times 1 have bowled 
only onoe in a Test because the 
other side has not batted a seoond 
time So the wickets per Test ratio 
is not an accurate reflection in my 
case. 

But wouldn’t you agree that you ought 
to have taken many more wickets? 
Here again, you can’t expect me to 
walk out and get five wickets in 
each innings plus a hundred 

Yes, but when we look up the papers 
and find that Hadlee has taken five 
wiekats in an innings yst again, you 
can’t blame us if we start wondering 
why you can’t do the same. 

Hadlee is a different kind of 
bowler, bowling in different 
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conditions and for a different 
team While I don't oompare 
myself with the other bowlers the 
way the public does, I definitely 
motivate myself and say 'Come 


Do you think the luck factor has also 
been at work? For example, at Siaifcot 
you beat the bat time and again but 
couldn't pick up the wickets... 

I can’t do a thing about that At 
Sialkot, for example, we should 
have bowled Pakistan out twioe 1 
was enjoying myself and bowling 
well but oouldn't pick up the 
wickets In New Zealand I will 
oonoede that I didn't do too well 
but eventually things were 
ooming together Don't forget, we 
went to New Zealand expecting 
green tope but encountered 
batting strips 

Everyone teems to be asking where 
your matchwinning ability has gone. 
There used to be a time when you 
could walk in, hit a quick 75, then pick 
up three wickets and before one knew 
what had happened, the match had 
changed course. 

It happens like that (silenoe) 

Will talented youngsters like Mano) 
Prsbhakar and Sachin Tendulkar 
take the presaurs off him? 




Actions a ps a k louder than worda, 
Kape! Kapil Dev checks out the 
Press Box during the New Zeeland 
tour 

Ate you aware that this special ability 
you onca possessed has gone? 

I notioe this only in my batting. I 
have been eooring few runs for the 
last couple of series Amusingly, 
when West Indies came to India in 
1887,1 got quite a few runs but 
few wickets On other occasions, I 
have picked up more wickets than 
soored rune I haven't quite 
worked this out 

Are you aware that the general 'janeta' 
is expect in g much from you? 

This doesn’t quite matter beoause 
most of the time I am setting high 
standards for myself For 
example, I am trying to reach the 
400mark as soon as possible 
Maybe onoe I get there we will 
look at the 450 mark and once 
there, we will try and get to 500 I 
am getting more involved 

PRAOEEP UANOHANI 
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Involved? What do you mean? 

I have oome to a stag* of my oareer 
when it is cricket and only crioket 
If five year* baok I had a late 
night, I would ny ‘Bo what?* But 
now 1 have changed For one 
thing, xny body has changed and I 
have actuated Nowadays I get 
Into my roomfay 1C pm during a 
Teat Take another 
example—earlier I would wear 
trendy dancing ahoee irrespective 
of whether the ehoes pinched or 
not Nowadays, irrespective of 
whether they look good or not, I 
wear sandals which are good 
enough to relax my feet for the 
nest day’s bowling This 
single-minded dedication has 
oome after quite a few years 


Romi, you wife, was ones telling me 
' that you have even cut red meat out 
I from your diet these days. 

It is only fish and vegetables that I 
I eat these days 1 have beoome fitter 
as a bowler now than ever before I 
can bowl for longer stretohee 
without tiring Sometimes I 
wonder how I used to be 
exhausted at SB but not six years 
I latex I suppose it ib because of 
discipline 


I remember one of your quotes that if 
you didn’t play for 2-3 days your body 
started aching. 

J 1 I haven’t given that much rest to 
my body these days to find out 
whether that still happens or not 
But I will oonfese that I don't eat 
or sleep well if I let the body idle 
over a period of time This doesn’t 
mean I tram 305 days a year If I 
can’t exercise, then half-an-hour 
of squash is good enough, or even 
a jog Anything to keep the body 
I active As long as loan sweat it 
| out, I sleep and eat well 


Considering that you haven’t boon 
doing too wall of late, art you 
intending to taka a break from tho 
game? 

I would feel miserable if I did 




Maybe it could Improve your 
performance. 

It depends on a lot of ifls and buts 
Besides, we get a lot of rest 
bst w een m a tch es on tour, ot even 
b e t wee n two eeriee Cnoketis 
more a mental sport than a 


physical one In football or hookey 
the physioal component is much 
more I find, in crioket, the 
psychological input is 
predominant In addition to skill 
you also need to have a oertain 
match temperament 

What sort of match temperament? 

We have a lot of batsmen who get 
centuries m the R&nji Trophy but 
struggle to get the crucial 20 in 
Tests or limitod-overs matches It 


running in to bowl Even my 
temperament and attitudes have 
changed over the years 

In whet way? 

Cricket has become my 
everything There was a time 
when I wanted to set up a 
successful business The priorities 
have changed Today it is crioket 
at the top and cnoket at tl e 
bottom 





1 still maintain 
that my batting 
hat tightened up. 
I would rerthtr put 
my hood down 
and pick ap rum 
lathac than 90 
bang-hang 



Is it because your wffo has successfully 
established Dev Features, the 

j syndication agency* 

' Definitely, because had she not 
been working she would have 
been at the baok of my mind ail the 
time, making me feel guilty thst I 
was not devoting enough tune to 
her Now it is a question of 
whether she has enough tune for 
me (laughs 1 ) She is a busy person 
and that relieves me Alotoi 
people think that Dev Features 
has affected my performance 
They might be surprised that I 
hardly know what is going on in 
the company in the first plane 1 
Romi and Lokesh (my friend) have 
kept me out of the day to day 
running of the organisation In 
fact, they have oome to me fox help 
only in rare cases Otherwise they 
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have specifically asked me to 
conoentrate on the game The 
suooess of Dev Features has 
relieved me The better the 
company has done, the more 
senoua I have beoome as a 
cricketer SoundafUnny 

I suppose It thorn in your fitness. I 
reme mb er you once telling me that you 
never got the credit for it. You have 
never mined a Teat because of a 
muscle puli. That’s Incredible for a 
fast bowler who has played more than 
100 Tests. 

I am not oonaoioualy fishing for 
the credit aa such I will however 
admit that to play 100 Testa 
without a break (well, almost) for 
a fast bowler is inoredible Butit 
would be too much to expeot the 
publio to appreciate this point 
becaus e public sensibilities are 
limited only to the Held of 
performance It would be too 



much to expect them to look 
beyond and rationalise Maybe I 
wouldn’t do that myself, if 
McEnroe is not doing well I 
would never wonder how his 
personal life is faring- at that time 
and how that might be affecting 
his performance Sol wouldn’t 
blame the public for not giving me 
the credit for my fitness Besides, 

I would rather satisfy my 
oonsdenoe than satisfy the public 

Is your conscience satisfied? 
Considering that no Indian fast 
bowler had taken 100 Test 
wickets, yes! No Indian Cast 
bowler has played as many Teste 
or for as long So takings 
long-term view, I am satisfied 



Behind every eueceeeful men 
® ® UfOlTWBW*** Roml Dev looks 
after Dev Features 

Taking a short term view, lam 
not In fact, if it ever oomee to the 
stage when I do get satisfied I will 
quit The whole team, for that 
matter, knows that I am more 
hungry for euooeaa now than ever 
before 

Why now? 

Beo&use I am close to400 Teat 
wickets I will not proclaim that 1 
want to go for the 500 mark now, 
but eventually it ia inevitable So it 
is not my taking wickets in a few 
matohee that ia important, but 
that I can maintain my fitness to 
last out 

How do you adjust to failure at 31? Any 
different from the way you reactad to 
failure at 20? 

At 20,1 was not expected to eoore 
many rune, so when I did hit a big 
score once every five innings the 
public went overboard Now the 
public ie disappointed if I fail in 
any innings But perhaps I have 
matured In 1982-831 got out in 
the 80s and 90a on quite a flew 
oooaei o na That wouldn't happen 
today Take the 46 in the 
limited-overa match against New 
Zealand for example, five yean 
ago I would have gone berserk 
much earlier Irrespect i ve of what 
the public tends to think, there ia 


more responsibility at work now I 
try and stick it out for the whole of 
60 overs 

You say that you have become more 
responsible whereas the general 
feeling is that you are a scorer of 
brilliant 25s. 

I still maintain that my batting 
has tightened up I would rather 
put my head down and piok up 
runs rather than go bang-bang 

This is surprising because the public 
Image of Kapil Dev is that of a carefree 
batsman who cannot change his 
approach, irrespective of whether It is 
400/4 or 100/8. 

It ia only the public image I could 
afford to be carefree earlier 
because after me there was 
Shastn, Kirmam, Madan and 
Binny I have had to change m the 
last couple of years because 1 don’t 
know the depth of the batting So 
even though the public may not 
have noticed it, a little caution has 
come in Of course, the old Kapil 
Dev sometimes oomes back but 1 
remind myself that the runs are of 
more importance 

When the Kapil of old comes back and 
you get out, how do you react? 

At Christchurch 1 got out lbw 
playing across the line 1 would 
have cursed and passed it off 
when I was young This time 1 
vowed never to flick again before I 
got to 30 

The Kapil Dev of which series do you 
long to be again? 

Against the West Indies in 1982 
and 1983-84 Even the Kapil Dev 
who picked up nearly 25 wiokets 
in Pakistan in 1982-83 But again, 
don’t forget that we used to have a 
near-constant side those days 
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Is Bishen Bcdl correct In hi* 
observation that Kapil’s 
bowling hand Isn’t coming 
rounaand over the head 
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Bishen, in New Zealand, said that your 
arm wasn’t coming round and over the 
head. Have you noticed any other 
technical failings 7 

When one ib not doing well, a lot 
of theories can be devised 
Perhaps Bishen was right but I 
couldn’t change my approach in 
the middle of the Test Maybe one 
of these days I will look mto it 
The important thing is the 
rhythm Which is as good as ever 
It’s only a matter of tune before 1 
can sort things out again 
Otherwise I would have retired I 


It's only a matter 
of Ham before I 
mm sqm inmp 

out again. 
Otherwise Z 
batm 

retired. I ae o ept 1 
chmi net tee 
weULBntlhle 


Imi Ismsjw Hga^a. m>1I 

warns Iivng. Jiiver Wl« 

I am net tinfobed 


accept I am not doing too well But 
this phase cannot last for long 
After all, I am not finished There 
is a long way to go 

Have you contemplated concentrating 
more on your batting, like Imran 7 
I am predominantly a bowler and 
have much left to contribute as 
one Without bowiing 1 won’t be 
able to get anywhere Id like to be 
like Hadlee who is going strong 
even at 38 That guy is something 
he has got such a straight arm 
besides he bowls so dose to the 
stumps that he is bound to pick up 
wiokets Hopefully I should lx 
doing the same till 1 am 38 a b well' 
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Zimbabwe in the 
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ywta^mmttttbink 
eo ft would Aw! 
sotMmbivifi < ^ | t 
B w rtd se,wef»t»te>tof 
Test between matches on 
tours. Of mn bttWMQ 
two series . 

Loss of ability? Hake, 
you d lS ag r ss Hthinkl 
didxtt get the runs, 
w her s as the number of 
wicket* wars more or 
less okay.") 

Afitnses problem? You 
have strongly refuted 
that!"! have became 
fitter a* a bowler now 
than ever before, I can 
bowl for longer 
stretches without 
ltoing.,.I suppose it is 
beoe.ua* of discipline") 
On the oontmry, you 
have stated a very 
original reaeon for the 
decline in sffeotivenees. 
(“There have been eo 

teeny fihang wa in the 

Indian team over the last 
B-3 yeare that one 
doean’t kno w whether 
aqie ia waning or going. 
TfttohM affected my 
p sr fonna aoe „*•). 

Your argument is . 
a varying 
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SUNIL GAVASKAR ON KAPIL DEV 


13/3/VO A big disappointment was Kapil Dev As a bowler he rarely 
looked like getting a wicket and as a batsman even the New 7.«*ianri 
commentators remarked how mdisciphned he has been A look at his 
performances over the last one year suggest that his powers are 
declining What he needs is a break from the game and after the 
Sharjah tournament he should take his wife Komi and go on a 
holiday away from crioketmg thoughts or intrusions Being super* 
bly fit, all he needs after the break is about a week’s training to be 
back in peak physical condition Importantly the break will make 
him mentally fresh for the England tour He has the example of 
Richard Hadlee before him 

8/2/M If only Kapil's batting was consistent as his bowling, then 
there would be no reason to look beyond him for this spot (India 
needs a steady no 6 batsman) but as the years have gone by Kapil’s 
batting instead of maturing has got into the slam-bang mould 
whereby if he scores then it is a bonus One does not forget the 
amount of bowling he is required to do, but if only Kapil would applj 
himself to his batting the way Imran does, then with hia natural 
ability he will outshine the best batsmen in the country Perhaps the 
new deoade would be the one that will give us the thrills that only he 
is capable of 

24/1/M There is no point in asking the likes of Kapil to play in a 
certain way They are perfectly capable <pve» Kapil) of a 

situation and playing accordingly 

31/10/88 Kapil, sadly has not produced the goods while batting and 
never even looked like doing so There is too much of the «mn^ 
resigned air about his batting lor it to sucoeed 
26.11.89 There wae Kapil's 100th Test match and what a tren endous 
performance he put up Not all those who have played their 100th 
Test match have had a successful game but Kapil is different and bis 
performance underscored once more his value to the Indian team 
What was most heartening was Kapil’s batting 1 have always said 
that if Kapil gave his batting more thought he would eoore more 
rune but there is too much of a looseness m hie batting that prevents 
him from making regular contributions with the bat 
With the ball though Kapil ib still the champion and his acknow¬ 
ledgement of learning new tricks from Prahhakar shows that in 
spite of over 350 wicketa he is always willing to learn This 
willingness to learn separates the greats from the “would be” and the 
way he is going, there (Pakistan tour) is every indication that soon 
an Indian will be holding the record for the highest number of 
wickets in Tests 

Extracts from Qavaakar* Coiimn SymMcatad by PMC 
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do too much Stop the 
runs Take the wickets 
Seare the runs. Turn the 
metok*l8hatsvar. 
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We see flashes of the 
Kapil Dev of old 
occasionally Against 
New Zealand in ths 
limited-overs match this 
March, for example, , 
when you hit 48 amt 
bowled Hadlee with the 
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STRIKE-RATES OF LEADING 
ALL ROUNDERS SINCE 
1984-85 
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Is how Kapil Dev reacts 
to the statistical evidence of 
his decline 


Strike Rates of All Rounders Since 1984-85 
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RECENT FAILINGS 


Pakistan in November 1869) in the 
last 15 Tests (21 innings) since 
scoring a century against West 
Indies Tn Madras in January 1986 
In the last 47 Tests since November 


Indies in Madras in January 1986 
• In the last 47 Tests since mvembe 
1983, only thrice has Kapil taken 
live or more wickets in an innings 
(once in Australia in Dec 1985 and 
twice in West Indies in April 1989, 


ACHIEVEMENTS 


* KapflOev holds the record of 
claiming 100 wickets in a record 


* He is the youngest bowler to take 
100 as well as 200 Test wickets 

* He has to his credit the quickest 
double of 1000 runs/100 wickets 

* He Is the youngest player to score 
1000 runs and also the youngest to 
complete the double-double of 2000 
runs and 200 wickets 

* He is also the youngest Indian 
batsman to score a century (126 not 
out against West Indies in Delhi in 
1978-79) at the age of 20 years and 
21 days 
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Note. 1) updated to the end of NZ-India senes 1990 

2) die fattest double was achieved In the 1979-80 Pakistan senes 
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Sunshine Cricket 


(Clockwise from right) A scintillating Martin Crows 
performs with his detectable technique; the 
frenzied passions of the victorious Australians 
rock the stands as their moment of glory arrives; 
the namaakar that Dilip Vengsarkar sports looks 
more Ilka an apology than a greeting... 


Facing page: Clockwise from top: Colour explodes 
In the stands as spectators bask In the warmth 
of a bright sun and some truly exciting cricket on 
the Asia; Evergreen Richard Hadlee, In a moment 
of rare aerobatics, brings about a spectacular and 
to Dean Jonas' Innings; Baer cans provide the 
hotline to cricket’s Intoxicating frontiers; Tarry 
Alderman and Marv Hughes nug each other 
rejoicing their hard-fought win 
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no ham.’* 
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Where’s Indian 
Sport Headed? 

HAT on earth are we doing with our sport 9 First we deny the entire track and field 
team some much-needed exposure by canoellmg their participation m the 
Commonwealth Games just because one superstar thought it wasn t worth hei 
while to go to Auckland Then we cut the hockey team loso without a rudder by 
sac king coach M P Ganesh immediately after the Lahore World Cup And now 
we’re talking about holding the National Games m October just after the Bei mg 
Asian Games' 

No one expected P T Usha s withdrawal from the Commonwealth Games to lead 
to the eventual cancellation of the trip Agreed she is our mam medal chance, but 
this is like saying India won’t be participating in international meets once the 
talented Usha hangs up her spikes No Usha no Indian athletics 9 Now that a 
pushing it a bit too tar 

As for the hockey, considering wt had trust e< i M P Ganesh with the job till 
the Bering Asian Games it seems a little pointJoss to dispense with him now with 
just six months to go for the Asiad Agreed again that his wasn’t exactly the most 
fruitful of coaching stmts, considering we still hit double figures at the Lahore 
World Cup But to throw away everything we’ve woiked at since the Seoul Asian 
Games and leave Indian hockey in a free-for-all state 9 Sticking with Ganesh might 
lust have been the lesser evil 

But the one that takes the cake is hosting the National Games aftei the Asian 
Games Awarded to Punjab last yea" the 88th edition of the National games has 
been deferred twice already, thanks to the political unrest that has enveloped the 
State Now, lacing an end March deadline from the IOA, Punjab will have to decide 
whether they can host the Games at all If not, the alternatives being touted are 
Kerala or the twin-cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad 
According to Sqd Ldr Suiha of tbe IOA, Kerala have supported their claim by 
saying that they have a ready infrastructure having hosted the National Games in 
1987 About the Hyderabad-Secunderabad claim, Sinha says that 1990 being tbe 
400th anniversary of their athletic association, they are banking on sentimental 
factors to sway the decision m their favour This is, of course, surmising that 
Punjab formally announce their inability to host the Games 
But all this is secondary when you consider the farce the National Games itself 
has been reduced to Would you condemn me if I assume that the purpose of a 
all-encompassing meet like the National Games is to select the Indian squad for 
international meets like the Asian Games 9 And yet it seems most likely that we will 
be holding our National Games after the Asian Games' 

When asked about this, Sqd Ldr Sinha did agree m principle but attempted to 
pass it off by saying that individual selection trials are being held for each 
discipline All very fine But when you do have a meet like the National Games 
going abegging (that's what it is reduced to now), wouldn’t it make more sense to 
use the National Games as the selection yardstick 9 
Or is that asking for too much 9 













HOW WILL INDIA DO AT 


T HE role of foreoasts in sport is becoming 

increasingly important. Connected, first of all, 
with the situation when elite sportsmen are 
being prepared for particular competitions, 
this looks to the aimed improvement of results 
during the main competition of the year. Another 
part of this problem is the result itself. What must be 
its level to gain medals during this competition? The 
only way to answer this question is to make a 
forecast, based on the deep statistical and 
mathematical analysis. 

Looking towards the 1990 Asian Qamea, we have 
done a forecast of results requiraUe for winning 1-3 
places in track & field competition. For thin 
purpose, the results of the Asian Games (1974-1986) 
as well as the best results demonstrated in 1988 Sc 
1989 were analysed with the help of mathematical 
methods. The results of computer analysis are given 
in Table 1 & 2. 

The probability of achieving the predicted results 
was evaluated using the 
following approach. If the 
difference between 1989 
results and forecast iB less 
than 2.5%, sportsmen 
have a good chance of 
gaining medals. In spiint 
events this range was 
1.5%. If the difference is 
between 2.5% and 5%, the 
gaining chances are prob 
lematic.. A difference of 
more than 5% shows the 
practical impossibility of 
gaining medals. 


Two So vie 
experts use the 
cumputer to 
sessthe Indian 
challenge 
based on our 
performance 
over the last 
two years 


In evaluating the chances 
in throwing events ' 

(women) and Hepta-Decathlon, these percentages 
are 5 and 10%. One of the compulsory 
circumstances of this forecast to be objective, is that 
all sportsmen to whom the best 1989 results belong 
(for example, P.T. Usha) will continue their 
preparation up to 1990. 

The results of this analysis allow us to expect 6 
medals in women's events (100,200,400,800,1500 
400H) and 8 medals in men's (400,800,1500,3000 
sc, 5000, long jump, shot put, discus throw). Relays 
were not taken into consideration. 

As a summary, it must be said that this forecast is 
made in optimistic manner. The predictions will 
hold good when all other conditions—namely, 
health, nutritious food, scientific advice, proper 
recovery procedures—are given to the sportsmen 
continuously. 


















TABLE ONE: MEN 


Beet Indian reetdta In 

ForaoaateiaoMS 

Per cant valua of Indian 

Pofmii 

1908/1880 

raaufta In compartaon 

rank and 


fninmrt 
«nn RnVCMn 

OtMMlCMI 


fc '.jL-U 


„lul 


100 

10.85/1068 

10.30/1046 

983/977 

11" 

200 

21 65/2146 

20.61/2048 

968/98 

8" 

400 

4645/47 13 

460/485 

95 5/987 

10*** 

800 

1603/14886 

148/148.25 

991/1009 

3*** 

1600 

3487/34343 

342/345 

993/100 7 


3000SCH 

8 42 2/8 41 10 

8 38/845 

99 4/100 7 

«|i** 

6000 

14127/1368 83 

13 42/13 52 

98/99 2 

5«* 

10000 

30332/301208 

28 00/26 20 

927/938 

15* 

100MH 

14 28/14 45 

139/1422 

96 2/884 

9** 

400MH 

6305/526 

49 2/80 5 

93 5/96 

12* 

Long Jump 

7 53/7 90 

8 10/795 

97 5/99 4 

y* 

High Jump 

213/211 

228/222 

925/95 

13* 

Triple Jump 

1588/1598 

1719/1875 

92 7/954 

15* 

Pole Vault 

490/490 

500/5 30 

875/924 

17* 

Javelin 

69 24/71 08 

7810/74 

91/96 

14" 

Shotput 

18 77/18 28 

18 70/18 40 

97 7/99 3 

8*" 

Diaoua Throw 

52 92/87 70 

80/57 

962101 2 

I'¬ 

Hammer Throw 

59 38/64 56 

72/88 

89 7 94 9 

ll* 

Decathlon 

8541/6572 

78007300 

84 2/90 

18* 




TABLE 

TWO: WOMEN 

1 

Events 

Best Indian raaults In 

1988/1989 

FmoetdQddl 
Bronze medal 
performance 

Per cent value of Indian 
raeutte In comparison 
with forecast 
OoM/Bronae medals 

ForecMt 
rank and 



100 

1225/11 74 

11 S/117 

96*95 

5*" , 

200 

2485/2327 

231/2368 

992/101 8 

3»** 

400 

5338*1.9 

5164*4 

999/104 

r~ 

800 

203520204 76 

202/205 

978/1002 

4" 

1500 

446/4246 

415/420 

964*83 

8*« 

3000 

942.8*254 

8 80*10 

93 7*73 

7" 

10000 

36 tA 0*6 0041 

3210*3.12 

892*2 

10* 

100MH 

14.75/1448 

132/13.6 

91 9/94 7 

9* 

400MH 

8849*814 

560*74 

99 7/102 4 

goo* 

Long Jump 

542/8.16 

660* 40 

932*8 

8* 

PHyfl 

1 73/U70 

195/188 

87*04 

11* 

Javefci 

6146*0)50 

1385/1*42 

60.15*800 

838*69 

12* 

Shdtput 

2060/1600 

893*0 

15* 


t5 swi fii4y 

624*6 

71/79 

14* 

>1 i ail m 

rwpwmn 


8100*600 

775*44 

13* 
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THE ‘ANTI-HERO’ 


D EVON MALCOLM took to the hills to 
escape from the notoriety of being the 
new anti-hero of the Caribbean. 
Officially, the fast bowler who had 
whipped the cream of West Indies batting in the 
First Test was ‘visiting his grandmother’ some¬ 
where in the suburbs above the still shocked 
capital of Kingston. 

That conveniently hid him away, out of sight 
and ear-shot of those ready to shout traitor' at 
the Jamaican-born bowler who did more than 
most to set up England's chance of an historic 
victory. 

You serise that no-one in the England camp 
dared delve too deeply into the reasons for their 
sudden supremacy over the world’s finest team 
less they suddenly discover it is all a dream. But 
it certainly helped when Malcolm, as shortsight¬ 
ed, studious and occasionally clumsy as Clark 
Kent, suddenly did a twirl and emerged as 
Superman. 

After spending most of the tour hurling the 
shiny new ball into thin air he produced two 
spells of such explosive force that he finished 
England's finest day for 20 years with four 
wickets for 71. The figures don’t matter so much 
as the names of his victims—Viv Richards, Gor¬ 
don Greenidge. Desmond Haynes and Jeff Dujon. 

It was at the height of this performance that 
Malcolm, the local boy back in the town he left as 
a 16-year-old, took the worst of the abuse he had 
always expected. A group of louts—no, they are 
not always draped in the Union Jack—yelled 
something uncomplimentary. The local patois 
made it impossible to distinguish just that, but 
the words black and white figured prominently. 

Outwardly at least Malcolm took it without a 
trace of emotion and without a break in his 
concentration. 

‘Whatever I do on the tour I can expect stick 
; because of where 1 was bom', he said. 'If I’m not 
I taking wickets they’ll say they are glad I left, if I 
am they’ll accuse of deserting Jamaica. To be 
honest. 1 never really hear much from the crowd 
when I’m playing. The way I see it, the louder 
they shout the more successful I’m being'. 

The greatest irony is, of qourse, that 26-year- 
old Malcolm would have been the one most likely 
to stay at home had the South African rebel tour 
not stripped the England team of at least three 
fast bowlers ahead of him in the pecking order. 

He had been pencilled in manager Micky Ste¬ 
wart's mile-high thick dossier after being spotted 



making the Australians jump around on a green 
'un at Derby. But he was a man very much for the 


Devon Malcolm proves a point be r 







thfafc ha’s 'heaven eent'. 
jfjnmlflHn ham faet bowler ia caught 
he Just bowls tbs WUulies over 



future, a bowler with an awful lot to learn. 

He came to Derbyshire’s attention almost bj 
accident. Playing: for a Yorkshire League elever 
against the Yorkshire side in a pre-season prac¬ 
tice he had laid flat Geoff Boycott’s middle stump. 

That feat is now commemorated by a framec 
photograph hanging on his living room wall ir 
Sheffield. Its immediate effect was to bring t 
phone call from Derbyshire asking him to go foi 
trials. Since then Malcolm has built a reputatior 
as a bowler capable of tremendous pace but 
unconfined inaccuracy. 

Teople have always told me I’m naturally quick 
and that I’m able to produce an occasional very 
sharp delivery,’ he said. ‘But it wasn't until 
Michael Holding, the great West Indian bowlei 
playing with Derbyshire, took me on one side 
that I realised I was wasting a lot of my natural 
talent. He told me there was no point just 
running up day in day out and bowling quickly. 1 
had to learn every aspect of the game and 1 have 
tried to do.’ 

It showed as Malcolm kept up a sustained 
assault on a West Indies side who. until now, 
have had a monopoly on fast, bowling. 

The watching Holding saw a starting differ¬ 
ence between this Malcolm and the one whe 
bowled for Derbyshire only last season. 

‘He has always been able to bowl a very fast, 
good delivery, but there were always too many 
bad ones sprinkled in between. Now there are 
fewer of those and the batsman no longer feels 
able to wait for that to come along. ‘He’s alsc 
much fitter. There's no way he could have bowled 
20 overs in a day for Derbyshire last season, let 
alone bowl them flat out as he was still doing in 
the heat of Kingston.' 

That naturally brings us back to England's 
super-fitness programme. So much emphasis has 
been put on it that it has become almost at 
exhausting to write about as to perform. Yet all 
England’s success—their staying power, disci¬ 
pline and strength of character under pressure- 
can be traced back to it. 

By designing it Stewart has laid the founda¬ 
tions of a working system that will not tolerate 
the ‘optional’ practice sessions of the bad old 
days. 

Stewart managed to present a professionals 
glum face to the world. An incredible feat for t 
man who knows that he has not only transformed 
England’s fortunes but guaranteed himself a new 
contract when his present three-year agreemen' 
expires in the spring.* 
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By TONY LEWIS 


Beware the 
w rath of 
Viv Richards 


"Many West 
Indians are 
saakiaViv 
KleMsfor 
#mi first 
ftm*.! hop? 
t>ie sight of 
ttis fdaysrs 
and our 
home 

froiMwilt 

gnw 

badctotha 
asms 
aga in -^ s 

mails ' 

AHadSnAaMsAsMaws 


T he most 

frightening 
reaction to 
England’s 
win in the 
first Test 
may be Viv Richards’ 
retaliation England 
beware his motivation is 
pride and, at the 
moment, it is being 
cruelly tickled by the 
Caribbean press 
I remember this time 
last year, when he was 
playing with a lot of 
physical discomfort 
against India, and he 
told me how annpyed he 
had been with an 
English journalist who 
wrote that his eyes had 
gone He made 114 and 
took five catches at first 
slip 

“Not bad for a man 
who can't see,” he sort of 
joked—but not quite 
His eyes were sharp and 

hliuang 

This is why I conclude 
that the new super-fit 


Richards is a real threat 
He is being chided m the 
Caribbean and England 
have had the audacity to 
beat his champion team 
He has been prodded, 
and you know what 
happened to the lion and 
Albert 

He has two problems 
which are well within 
his solving firstly, he is 
marvellously fit these 
days now that he 
diligently follows a 
nutritional programme 
”1 feel 84," he said on 
television the other day 
“If only 1 was as fit then 
as I am now, I could have 
bean a better player ’’ 

Unfortunately for 
him—but not for 
England—he is trying to 
play as he did, but is 
forgetting the long, 
bard prooess of 
concentration which 
goes into the shaping of 
a big innings This is not 
helped by his ohmoe to 
bat at No 6 

Secondly, he has the 
approach of someone 
who has scaled the 
pinnacle of batsmanshlp 
and who now sees 
himself as a father 
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Richardson in a< tion agail 
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lEngland Cricket is posing its popularity in the West Indies 


figure, nurturing 
youngsters and taking 
less responsibility to 
soore the runs himself. 

Sir Garfield Sobers, 
who did the same, used 
to say ‘Tm too tired to go 
through all that effort 
again.” 

Not even great 
batsmen can find an 
easy time in cricket. I 
oommend to Viv the 
words of Sir Leonard 
Hutton: “The older you 
are, the harder you have 
to work.” 

Both of these 
misjudgments will be 
cured the day Viv 
Richards’ pride is hurt 
and he moves up to bat 
at No 4. For the moment, 
he is only annoyed 
enough to try to prove to 
his critics that he can do 
it at No 6. England must 
remain happy with that 
as long as it lasts 


not cricket 


M ichael 

Holding is 
about to opens 
sports retail business in 
Jamaica but, apart from 
a limited line in locally 
produced garments, 
there will be no plaoe on 
his shelves for cricket 
equipment. 

That is a worrying 
indicator for the future 
well-being of the game 
in the West Indies where 
the hoped-for next 
generation of fluent 
batsmen and lethal pace 
bowlers are more likely 
to grow up as pitchers or 
point guards. 

Holding said, “I might 
sell locally made cricket 
shirts and trousers, but 
the boys want basketball 
shoes, T-shirts, trainers 
and such like." 

Young West Indians 
are more attracted to 


The pool 
hosted* 
diving 

competition, 

though 

cricketers 

eregenerally 

poor 

swimmers. 
The dryJ^obs 
toyed with e 
slippery 

board and 
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themselves 
into 

contordons 
which they 
th en " 
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jack-knives, 
double 
setnerseiKlis 
«id pikes 
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David Gower on tour as a journalist calls home to file his report: ‘Rain, no play’ 


baseball and 
basketball—games ao 
much cheaper to play 
than cricket In any 
case it is often 
impossible to buy cricket 
equipment Either it is 
not m the shops or they 
cannot afford it The 
aveidgewageui 
Antigua foresample, is 
£344 per month and a 
good new bat oosts more 
than £100 

Helping to redress the 
balance, the British 
High Commission 
assists m Guyana with 
an annual £20,000 
allocation towards 
recreational activities 
Much ol the money goes 
towards the purchase of 


cricket equipment and 
instructional books 
Although there are 
domestic satellite dishes 
providing up to 112 
mostly American 
channels none shows 
cricket Sky TV 
however are 
transmitting Test action 
to the Caribbean islands 
except the one where the 
match is being played 
That welcome 
exposure gives some 
ground for optimism 
Richie Richardson, the 
West Indian batsman, 
says ‘Many West 
Indians are seeing Viv 
Richards for the first 
time I hope the sight of 
the pjayers and our 


home grounds will get 
the youngsters back to 
the game again 


Taking a dive 


W ITH so much 
ram on this 
tour life has 
been about books, 
evening sorties to the 
restaurant Del Casa, 
known as Del Boy s, 
and m my own case, 
positioning a waste bin 
stuffed with a towel 
under a leaking oeihng 
The England team 
pursued a holiday-camp 
programme of 
competitive games 
which keeps them active 


but is nsky How often 
has a cricketer missed 
thf* first few games of a 
season because of ag 
injury sustained 
playing five a side* 
football 9 It was not 
surprising to learn that 
Nasser Hussain had 
spi ained a wrist on the 
tennis courts 
The podl hosted a 
di nng competition, 
though cricketers are 
generally poor 
swimmers The dry bobs 
toyed with a slippery 
board andlaurchad 
themselves into 
contortions which they 
then declared to be 
jack-knives, double i 
somersaults and pikes • J 











QUESTIONS 

1 * Which 
successful 
English club 
football team sang 
the ‘Anfield Rap’ 
last year? 


Maradona was 
offered $21 million 
by a French 
businessman to pay 
for a French club. 
He agreed but later 
refused because of 
Mafia threats. 
Name the club. 

3 . Which 

sportsman was 
the first 

commercial client 
of Mark 

McCormack, the 
powerful boss of 
the sports 
management firm 
IMG? 

4 * Name the 
highest paid 
cyclist in the world. 


5 . The Iserlohn, a 
West German 
ice-hockey team 
was on the brink of 
financial collapse 
in 1988. They 
turned to an 
unusual figure to 
sponsor them who 
duly obliged. Name 
the sponsor. 

5 * In which sport 
is sponsorship 
apparently the 
most pervasive? 

7 . Which former 
Test cricketer 
was nicknamed 
‘Arkle’? 



8 * Which English 
fast bowler cut 
short his club 
assignments in 
Australia to return 
home because he 
was missing his 
girlfriend? 

9 . Which Sri 
Lankan 
cricketer was 
dubbed ‘The 
Colombo Kid’ by 
Fleet Street in 


1982? 

1 A Only one 
X Indian 
bowler has claimed 
all eleven opposing 
batsmen during the 
course of a Test 
match (not 
innings). Name 
him. 

n Which 
. cricketer is 
credited with 


ANSWERS 

1. Liverpool F.C. 

Z OtympbuoMonoUlo. 
a AmoklFePnof, ttwoolform i9se. 

4. Qreg A, the winner of the 19SS Tour 

5. Ubyn leecler Col. Muemer Gaddafi, ‘ 
e. Fornxilel motor racing. 

7. Enflond 'e Derek Bandog, 
a N o rmen O ow e n e. 

8. Shipper AdurwAeneiunge. 

to, 8. Venkateregheven, indie vs N.Z., Delhi i964-66. 
11. WMredWKNdee of Sngiend who played 58 Test 
rmeoheeapmad over 30 years and sis deye from 
18 W to 183880. 

1a. OeoraeHertwrttfiretin 1806. 

13. The ovai, Kensington. 

14. Foii,Epee&SoOni. 

15. TeraTMioam&SOOmaprtnie. 

18. Mexico Chy 1888,112oounMec. 

IT. IW ebo< t (proooi m oed fU iy B oci() lea South AMoen 


yearn and SIS deyt from 


18. Theyere h a eded ^ttm t^ Mwt wbrothera .Ailldaeby 
Adi and Pumaty fkm, /• 

■ HUS WICK’S £WZ HAS 
MWIimMUDIT 

• lOenayawiwI VHw, 

wmmm VRHWnp WlJSWPflwKPflp 

WwP M M iiooea. . 


having the longest 
Test career in 
terms of years? 


“I sy Who is the 
X ^L.only 
all-rounder to have 
scored 2000 runs 
and take 200 
wickets in the same 
season? 


*| O This 
X O .historical 
Test centre has 
witnessed an F.A. 
Cup final, seveial 
rugby 

internationals and 
in 1939 was 
prepared as a POW 
camp. Name it. 


H What are 
• the three 
weapons used for a 
fencing 
competition? 

*| C The 2m/sec 
X J .wind-speed 
stipulation covers 
how many events in 
Track and Field? 

1 /%. Which were 
XOathelst 
Olympic Games 
where over a 100 
countries 
participated? 

1 *7 What does 
X / • the name of 
the sports apparell 
firm ‘Reebok’ 
mean? 

*1 Q The rivalry 
XO .of the two 
German sports 
equipment 
manufacturers 
Adidas and Puma is 
particularly 
intense. Why? 
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Thfl Tfwinls fttnuraiy 


I corrssn 
A theatli 


wall-known 


1 cor respondent had 
the atlas spread 
out in front of him. 

*Wtem one reaches my 
stage in seniority,” be 
began, "one haw to be 
very careful about the 
tournament to cover." 

Inodded. 

“You eee, I plan my 
programme well in 
advance,” said the tannic 
oo rr eep on dent. Then 
gesturing towarde the 
atlas he eaid, "It’s only 
March, but I have 
finalised my plane till 
the end of 1099.” 

*1 never knew tennis 
ooverage needs eudh 
thorough planning,'' I 
said. 

The oorreepondent 
opened a suitoaae which 
was packed with airline 
schedules, tourist 
literature, currency 
conversion tables and so 
on. 

Then he opened an 
im pre s si ve looking 
diary. "Let me give you a 
glimpse of my 
schedule,” he said, 
tfcrtsin tournaments 
are a must. For instance, 
the French, Wimbledon 
andtheUSOpen. Thdse 
select themselves.” 

“That is clear,” 1 said. 

“The problems arise 
with the 

not-so-important I 

tournaments," he said. “Should I cover the Italian 
Open at Roane. The Volvo Masters at Stockholm, the 
Golden Racket tournament at Dallas, the Seiko 
tournament at Tokyo arid so on.” 

”A tough task,” I said. “I think it'a here that 
experience counts “ 

He nodded. "That’s right. One chooses these 
tournaments on the basis of the players 
participating, the size of the priae money, the 
professionalism of the authorities and soon. 
you, there are other factors.” 

“Are there ?” I asked. 

He nodded. “Despite my experience and 



know-all, 1 have missed 
out a tournament titia 
year. Now, I must make 
sure I wont repeat the 
mistake next year. 1 
most be at Bordeaux in 
1891. even if that means 
eec rtfl fS M g o ne of 
major tournaments.” 

"What ie so important 
about Bordeaux?” 1 
asked. 

”1 will come to that in a 
moment,” replied the 
senior tennis 
oorreepondent. “When 1 
say, I must cover that 
tournament next year, 
them to a rider attached 
toit I will oover it only if 
Ivan Lendl participates, 
that much to dear.” 

"Oh, yes,” 1 agreed. 
“After all, he to the No. 1 
and brings added 
prestige to whichever 
tournament he takes 
part." 

The tennis 

oorreepondent hesitated 
a bit. "Not just that,"be 
said. “The Bordeaux 
tournament has its own 
charm. Do you know 
that this year's winner 
Ivan Lendl, besides the 
4S,000dollars obeque, 
also won 1990bottles of 
wine." He licked hie lips 
and swallowed hard. 

"And mind you” 
continued the senior 
tennis oor reepondent. 
"He did not- "V 1 th e 
wine bottles 

because he doee not drink. Andoneof my colleagues 
who was covering the tournament informed me that 
the rejected wine was given away, free to teantt 
correspondents.” He began to drool and wiped hie 
mouth with a hanky. 

“Must have been an unforgettable experience for 
them,” I said. 


Then clearing his throat he declared, *1 oM fcqpS 
that Ivan Lendl to thereat Bordeaux in iWi hem nee 
I very much intend to be there.” 



The Americans In 
Trouble hm 


F OR David Vanole it was a 
tragedy Reason 9 He refused to 
sign the renewed United States 
Soccer Federation (USSF) 
contract, at the get together of the 
national team at New York's 
Waldorf Hotel Thus the squad’s 
goalkeeper at the Seoul Olympics, 
and one who played some of the 
World Cup qualifying games, is 
virtually finished as a player He 
left the training camp in a huf 1 
(Paul Caligiun who also did not 
sign, continued to attend 
training) The 20 years young 
Kasey Keller is Vanole s 
replacement 


Costa Rica Sacks 
Coach ■■■■■■■■ 


M arvin rodriguez the 

squad s third coach since 
June 1989 when the World Cup 
qualifying campaign was 
launched has at last been sarked 1 
And hib replacement is non« othei 
than Argentine (.'esai Menotti 
C itfn iaUy it was Costa Rica s 
loss to Chivas a second division 
Mexican side in the last week ot 
February that embarrassed 
Maivm Rodrigue/ But 
unofficially it was said to be his 
unpopularity with influential 
players ol the squad who were 
disenchanted So lour coaches 
have been used sincf June 1WR9 'V 
record * 


Colombians On Hit 
List 


A N anti drug leftist group 
called 'Clean Football m 
Colombia’ emerged suddenly m 
early February They have 
threatened the Colombian Soccer 
Federation of dire consequences 
and the national team manager 
Mr Francisco Maturana of dpath 
if they used players from Nacional 
Medellin Ament a Cal i a nd 
Millionar los Bogota- all of whom 
are allegedly using drug money tc 


prosper But the Federation 
officials vowed to continue 
training for Italia 1990, ignoring 
the threats 

What a pity that the best 
Colombian team of all time may 
now pay for the sins of the drug 
barons who arc shareholders in 
pro clubs 


The British Need 
Helpa—i 


N OW the English hero, Bryan 
Robeon described as a 'player’s 
player’ is m deep trouble A groin 
injury against Liverpool has seen 
him inactive since December 
1989 He s had a hernia operation 
that will ke«p him away till April 
Pei haps he has made a record of 
being the most mjury-prone 
English player m two decades oi 
English soccer But isn t his 
soceei fantastic 9 

TheDutch In 
Trouble 


W HEN a \ irtual Holland (B) 
side lost to Brazil in 
December 89 it was the fust 
match they had lost in 18 mouths 
But thanks t< j the notoi ious 
mercenary attitude (call it playei 
power I of the playei s manager 
Thqs Libiegts ib tn danger Of 
being sa kt d' Bet ause of his 
unpopulantv with his playeis and 
Dutch fans 

Having also qualified for the 
14th World Lup by topping the 
group Libiegts was allegedly 
using a cautious style, out of tune 
with the flamboyant Dutch style 
Gullit was fiu ious with him for 
the latter s remark ‘ He s a good 
playet but like most blacks, is 
laz> made some years ago It 
seems that only one player. Van 
Tiggelen is backing him with you 
can t say anj thing against him 
anymore ’’ Amidst the mutual 
mud slmging m Dutc h football 
Libregtsis ecovering from a 
hernia oper ation Hib assistant 
Nol de Ruitei is handling the side 
Will Libregts follow Zagalo and 
Marvin Rodriguez to oblivion 9 


WORLD CUP NEWS 



Bryan Robaon hi in deep trouble 
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Frank Rijkaard 

The 





Stormtrooper 

888 was a very special year for Holland. As European aoooer began to break 
loose from the monotony of its systematic, mathematical style, ever since the 
Danes mesmerised Mexioo. the arrival of a number of highly individualistic, 
innovative skilled gamemakers turned the game towards a whole new 
dimension. Their repertoire was rich, versatile enough to cut across almost 
all the departments of eoocer—the defence, the midfield and of couse most 
importantly, the attack The concept of total football, which pundits argue 
has still not been fully implemented anywhere in the world, now seemed 
poised to take shape on a new level of individualistic flair. And one of the men 
who exemplified this new , welcome development in the alarmingly 
stagnating European football was Frank Rijkaard. 

Bom on September 30,1962, Rijkaard almost irrepressibly burst on to the 
world of professional soccer when he was only 17. And right from the 
beginning, he impressed his coaches with his capability to excel both in the 
defence and midfield. The conoept of the libero, born years ago, still held its 
charm on European coaches and the promise that Rijkaard displayed soon 
woke them up to the delight of experimenting with a utility man who could 
augment his usefulness with pure genius 
Right from the beginning, Frank Rijkaard proved so much m demand that 
leading clubs sought to outmanoeuvre each other to have him in their 
arsenal. 

And in 1982 Holland’s football authorities sent him to make his 
international debut against Switzerland despite protests from his club, Ajax 
Amsterdam, that he was too young. Young Rijkaard displayed that he was 
mature enough to take on the world. And Frank Rijkaard did not have to look 
back thereafter. 

In 1987, when PSV Eindhoven was faced with the crisis of Ruud Gullit's 
transfer to Milan, they wanted Frank Rijkaard to join their squad. After 
month-long hectic activities in the corridors of socoer diplomacy, Rijkaard 
signed an option contract at a meeting with Philips officials But, sensing the 
implications of his departure, in came Johan Cruyff, the Ajax boss, and used 
his enormous influence to persuade PSV Eindhoven to take their hands off 
the contract. Johan Cruyff saw to it that Rijkaard was immediately declared 
The con ce pt Of the skipper of Ajax Amsterdam. Now Frank Rijkaard was one indispensable 

total football man in Dutch football. 

wrlitati nun<41 fa The Cruyff-Rijkaard alliance did not last long, however. Perhaps, it was 

oupunoilB Rijkaard’e inflated ego that soon brought about a personality clash with the 

argue Has Still HOT glamorous Ajax boss, and following a row Rijkaard left Amsterdam in 1987. 

been fully At first, Milan wanted to sign him, but as the negotiations dragged on for 

ImplAinwntiy l t now too long, Sporting Lisbon stepped in to cash in on the situation. But again, by 

geamafl jr-fnod to the time, the talks neared completion, the Portuguese deadline for signing- 

take shone in the foreigners had come and gone, and a frustrated, crestfallen Rijkaard was 

sane nag em. tne transferred out to Zaragoza on loan. 

geniUS Of Frank But fortunately for Rijkaard, the season of frustration proved brief as AC 

Rijkaard... I Milan soon returned with a £3.5 million offer that Sporting oould not refuse 

and Rijkaard joined AC Milan alter the European finals. Since then in Milan, 
the genius of Frank Rijkaard continues to blossom till it reaches its oomplete 
splendour in Rome. • 


PhumynpfrC oto cyort 


mjkaard (left) at hie best as a sweeper 
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T HREE thousand 
five hundred 
years after the 
Egyptian 
JPharaoh, 

Rameses n pursued the 
Hebrew Prophet Moees 
across the Sinai desert 
(and attempted a vain 
Red Sea crossing), 
Mahmoud El Oohary 
and his merry squad are 
pursuing the FIFA 
World Cup across the 
Mediterranean Sea, in 
Italy • 

The Egyptians are all 
set to take on the 
European soccer might 
of Holland, England and 
Ireland in their first 
round group of the 
World Cup They are one 
of the two African 
squads to represent the 
continent's might 
(traditionally dominated 
by the north and the 
west) in soccer's greatest 
show 

For the north African 
state, so renowned for 
it s rich history, it has 
been a long wait In 
1984, (Pans) Egypt 
played its first Olympic 
soccer tournamennt 
And was an immediate 
sensation They routed 
the highly favoured 
Hungarians by 3-0' In 
the next Olympiad at 
Amsterdam m 1088, the 
land of the Pharaohs 
became world headlines 
They conquered Turkey 
and Portugal Reached 
the semifinals, only to be 
routed by the formidable 
Argentines. 0-6 
That was not all 
Playing its first World 
Cup tournament m 1934 
(Italy), they clashed with 
the Hungarians once 
again, after their 
previous meeting in the 
Pans Olympiad, but 
were bundled out of the 
competition with a 8-4 
loss 

Ever Binoe, Egypt has 
been a major force m 


EGYPT 


African soccer But it 
was the dubs- El Ahly, 
Arab Contractors, 
Ismaih, Zamalek and 
Mehalla mainly that 
took the honours, rather 
than the national squad 
“Our clubs are good, but 
not the Egypt team,” 
lamented an embittered 
spokesman of the 
Egyptian federation 
After finishing first m 
the African Nations Cup 


m 1967 and 1959, and 
coming second in 1968, 
followed by a third m 
1963, the national side 
had to wait till 1986, to 
become African 
champions yet again 
The 1986 win was 
particularly relishing 
They beat a formidable 
Cameroon in front of 
President Hosm 
Mabarak and a 
100,000-strong crowd 


in Cairo 

The clubs proved their 
mettle too El Ahly took 
its third consecutive Cup 
Winners Cup m 1987 
Zamalek joined the 
victory glut by 
becoming the champion 
club of Africa in 1986 
and 1987> So it was not a 
surprise to find Egypt 
back m the World Cup 
after 56 
years 
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Egypt’s path to Italy 
was however clouded by 
bitterness and 
controversy. Violence 
and death too. 

In the first leg of the 
Third Hound playoff 
staged in 

Constantinople, they 
held the redoubtable 
Algerians to a goalless 
draw. In the return leg 
at Cairo, the Egyptians 
took the lead, and with 
strong defensive play, 
held on till the end. 
Thousands of fans as far 
away as Baghdad 
erupted on the streets in 
wild celebration and 
clashed with the Iraqis. 
Some Egyptians died in 


asajpl (CASUARI & 

CBBmssu 

First round elimination 


the fracas. More than a 
hundred were seriously 
injured. Forcing a major 
diplomatic incident, 
with President, Hosni 
Mubarak holding talks 
with his Iraqi 
counterpart.. .and 
things cooling 
thereafter. 

The Federation has 
not released the names 
of the 22 strong squad. 


yet Hany Ramzy, 
alongwith Abu Zeid (the 
"Egyptian Maradona”) 
are the two on whom 
Gohary is depending. 
The latter at 27 years is 
at his peak. This man 
combines skills and 
guts. 

Abde Ghani is their 
midfield star. Behind 
him in defence are. 
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Abdel Hamid (32), the 
squad's most 
experienced player, and 
Rabi Yassin (22). The 
rest of this squad will be 
formed in all probability 
fay the big guns of El 
Ahly, Zamalek annd 
Arab Contractors. 

In the past, Egyptian 
players have been rather 
individualistic, often at 
the cost of team spirit 
and organisation. Yet, 
only one player. 
Mahmoud Ai Khatib, 
one of Egypt's greatest 
forwards ever, was voted 
Africa’s Player of the 
Year, in 1984. 

In the qualifying 
rounds, the Egyptians 
displayed a blend of 
German tactical 
sophistication and 
British foroefulness, 
allied to their natural 
African skills and got 
the results. A right 
blend you may say! 

The time has come for 
some of the so-called 
outsiders, to make an 
impact in Italy. The 
Africans have come in 
for a great deal of praise 
recently. Even FIFA are 
seriously considering 
awarding a third berth 
to the continent, by 
reducing one from 
Europe. Because in the 
last twenty years, the 
Africans have shown 
that it is only they who 
could become a serious 
threat to the established 
powers. 

This time at least two 
of the so-called 
‘outsiders’ have a 
reasonable chance to 
progress into the second 
round and further. Will 
Egypt (and Cameroon) 
thus make soccer 
history? Ask the 
English and Dutch 
hooligans. Ask the 
weather gods. And ask 
the Italian “ambiente”! 


By Paltab Muhury 













n IVINGa dag abad name isrrathingoomparedtotbe 

[ stigma of csarryixiganotoi^T»f!amkyocmnection in 
sport. NoC&ribbean sprinter could lightly live down 
Y the name Johnson. And no eocoer placer called, 
' Gentile is likely to be above suspicion in Europe, 
Thus, when . Matoo Gentile, the Den Haag defeh* 

.. der, broke the leg of Romario, PSV Eindhoven’s 
Brazilian goalscorer, Sunday, before last, the 
assumptions were unforgiving. 

La Gazzetta della Sport in Italy pronounced: 
"Ucugino di Gentile rompe Romans”—the cousin of, 
Gentile broke Romano. 

Prom Rcyne to Rio, the message is that destruction 
' Is in the blood. Claudio Gentile, the former Juventus 
' tackier dubbed the Butcher of Turin, has retired .to 
his pet parrots, but a new Gentile carries on the 
; tradition. 

- Boor Claudio. He one* tore the shirt off Brazil’s 
:. Zicoj he fractured both cheekbones off Sweden^ Lars 
Bastrup; but never, say his admlrers. did he break 
anybody’s teg 


Most players swear there is-no 
such beast as a man intent on 
depriving another of livelihood. 

But some of us have felt we 
observed deliberate impact that 
minimally was designed to 
finish an opponent's part 

in a match J_ 



: Italy is precarious. .Bid Dutch roeMds 
,]■ 1 deliberate kick at Romario, ; .. 

. Den Haag wat§ suffering a«-2 humiliation as 
was coasting toward a European Champions', <&p. 
quarterfinal first teg at Bayern Munich. , V V ' 

. The break not only derives PSV at itsttp scbrtd 1 
but the damage above his right ankle SmfdrjJ* 
Romanos appearance in the Wdrid-Cup fiiudS'^^: 
June • v . V' ,; sr 

Recriminations fly as indie^ndnats^r as 
younger Gentiles boot, but who is to 
' Most players swear thereisnO such bmMasn-pnc 
"intent on depriving another of 
of us have felt we observed deHbiflMie. 1 
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bone and h.s spin? 



it 4»: no good broke his leg and in 

turning into • Mind ■y**-* ...'■ , * 1 . * .. 

>uMto relation* the process got a 

apologist! S fft f p»t .. . iiiii hh ii ;h «iA»i i . I . Il l m il . . 

ending all violence is taSte Ofthe 

accidental. Because ... ■; . . .m;. > *■; ■»* 

of money; jealousy destructive man- 

End winner-takee-all . . . '.. 

ethics, there are hired H imt ftrfl Who prOWi 
kidurt out there. .„ „ ,,,1,, .. 

Jtomario’Bart preys on football fields 
torment. He movee on ..........■ 

impulse and so quickly that to stop him ,1s like 
. trapping sin eleotric eel. ■ J 

How often do we see defenders lunge and miss - : 
him altogether? And how can we deny that he. too... :i\ 

statoracts add overreacts? . •' 

Indeed. Romario is banned from Brazil'e first 
World Cup game after punching a Chilean assailant 
in the qualifier*. v 7 

But he lives to score goals. He thrives, like a 
Maradonaor a Hugo Sanchez, on personal glory, ',*» 
Without him, P8V will seek a tactical stalemate in A 
Munich, hoping Wins Keift, or the exciting Zaza- • , .« 
Man, Kahisha Bwalya, can strike in his stead. 

Meanwhile, mending the spirit as well as the bone 
is the challenge to Romano. His first visitor-*- ■; 
. showing that international relations are not nodes- ,| p' 
sarily crushed in the professional sporting ethos— 
was Frank Araesen. 

; Arnesen, a Dane whose fine skills have been 
blighted by serious injuries in the Netherlands. 

. spent one day at Romsrio’s house. ! 

TheDane talked of same of his unexpectedly quick Vs: 
comebacks, add how quickly pain and fear are ‘ 
forgotten when the ball comes again. 

/ Romario was Undepressed to take much of it in. „ 

. . And some time later came the call. What call? If. 
you ask, you. cannot , know what lias inside a 
wounded athlete'. 

, Romario heeded above all to hear from SSb&tao 
Lazaroni. Brazil's national team manager. Lazaroni 
wa* there when needed, reassuring his player over 
sapd over tat m hour that Romsrip'a ptaoei on the 
.SHubliap World Cup squad would remain open until 
.dm last moment, the lest second. 

But no manager canpredict the healing time, 
Nature still has some aay.lh -our lives'. Besides, the 
,'ipasenceof a goSlsocger je : » curious mixture ofthe 
alartand tlm bUnd—stert to see the opening, blind to 
thepalnthat may 'ensue;.. 

.-'■/But -What certainties does life hold even for. 
iaporhmMm insutttad against most normalities? 
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WHAT’S IT LIKE BEING 




Tatum O Neal fend 
husband John WcEfirot- 
revel m 'heir 
tempestuous 
relationship 


F ormer child 
star Tatum 
O'Neal is giving 
up her role as 
tennis wife and 
full-time mother 
to go back to her first 
love the screen 

Tatum, the youngest 
Oscar-winner in cmema 
history, will make tattle 
Noises opposite Crispin 
Olover, who played 
Michael J Fox’s father 
in the Back To The 
Future films 
Nicknamed Tantrum m 
her child-star days she 
hasn't made a movie 
since Certain Fury 
flopped five years ago 
Instead, she has been 
concentrating on a 
married life of bliss and 
battles with the 
Superbrat of the centre 
court, John McEnroe 

The prettier half of the 
mercurial partnership 
said three years ago “I 
want a real life now, not 
a career ” But even then 
friends were predicting 
it was only a matter of 
fame They were certain 
that sooner or later the 
life of a tennis cirous 
follower—bounced like a 
ball from country to 
country with two 
children m tow, sitting 
on the sidelines 
watching her husband 
battle it out with 
opponents a* d referees 
alike—would pale for 
her 

And, of late the strain 









Bored of travelling the world with husband John McEnroe 
and their two young kids, Tatum O’Neal is returning to the 
movie business that made her an Oscar-winner and 
millionairess at the tender age of 14 


Tatum and father Ryan* 
their rowa are legendary 

is beginning to show on 
her face Tatum now 26 
said “Travelling: with 
children ib exhausting 
and it is not just the 
journeys There is all the 
packing and 
preparation, too It is 
veiy difficult to lead a 
normal life” 

And lor someone who 
had excitement, 
independence and 
wealth at her own long 
before she met 
McEnroe—she was a 
millionairess m her own 
right by the time she 
was 14—sitting 
watching someone else 
hit a ball must be less 
than thrilling 

It is two years since 
Tatum and John began 
to talk about her return 
to the big screen 
McEnroe who learned 
basic nappy-changing 
and bottle-warming 
with first son Kevin 
now four, was looking 
forward to practising on 
new baby Sean as soon 
as Tatum was finished 
breast-feeding Ashe 
said “Being a 
house-husband is 
appealing My idol John 


* 

N 




“John gets so angry with me that h« ; 
yells, ‘you’re the female John McEnroe i 
—and you’ve got all his worst qualities’” 
—Tatum O’Neal 













Tatum took rkllng 
lessons for her part in 
International velvet 


Tm a contented daddy and Tatum 
needs the fulfillment of resuming her 
acting career”—John McEnroe 



Lennon eventually did it 
and I’d enjoy it, too Ive 
alt eady been all ovei tlie 
world and met everyone 
1 ever wanted to 

I m a contented daddy 
and Tatum needs the 
fulfillment of resuming 
her acting career Hove 
the idea of staying at 
home looking after t he 
kids, changing nappies 
and playing games with 
them ‘ he continued I 
suppose 1 would lathei 
be the No 1 father and 
husband in the wot Id 
than the No 1 guy with 
a tennis rackeL 
Tatum admitted she 
was missing the 
excite ment of filming 
even then Although 
taking care of John and 
our children it the most 
fantastic cat < or ever 1 
do want to start acting 
again she said 





Tatum was just getting to 
be friends with mother 
Joanna Moore when a 
suspected robbery 
soured things up again 

I T has taken them two 
years to get from the 
planning to the doing 
stage The couple, who 
met at a party m Los 
Angeles in October 1984 
and hit it off right from 
the start, have hardly 
had a conventional 
marriage 

The night after they 
met, at another party 
hosted by Rod Stewart's 









ex-wife Alana, they 
again spent the entire 
evening together 
Alana, who was 
interested m McEnroe at 
the tune, was not too 
pleased But. by the tune 
Tatum and John parted, 
they had arranged to 
meet m New York a few 
days later Then it was 
off to a Las Vegas film 
location for her and a 
Stockholm tennis 
tournament for him 
Despite the difficulties 
of conflicting schedules, 
they were soon together 
m Malibu And McEnroe 
was discovering that the 
lifo of a tennis celebrity 
is quite private 
compared with the 
world of the movie star 
, Photogi aphers hid m 

the garden and camped 
1 around the cornet 
When he went to the 
I beach, he was followed 
I If he wont to the 
supermaiket, the 
paparazzi went too 
McEnroe hated every 
minute of it To Tatum, 
however it was already 
a normal part of hie As 
| she said ‘I m used to 
it—it's the way it always 
has been After a while 
you have to say to 
yourself, ‘it s just not 
that important',’ 

| Their wedding came 
nine weeks after the 
! birth oi their first baby 
i The groom wore a 
| tuxedo and tennis shoes 
I And the first the bride s 
1 father, actor Ryan 
O’Neal, knpwaboul it 
was a telegram telling 
him the ceremony was 
already over 
After surviving their 
first explosive years as 
lawful wedded husband 
and wife, the couple 
with two of the toughest 
tempers in California 
admitted they were still 
having “beautiful 
fights " Tatum said 
“John gets so angry 


with me that he yells, 
‘you’re the female John 
McEnroe—and you've 
got all his worst 
qualities' ” 

N OT that Tatum's 
background has 
accustomed her to 
tranquil family 
relationships Ryan 
O'Neal, who had upset 
his daughter by 


ieferimg to M< Em oe as 
“a washed-up Irishman 
with more money than 
sense' had divorced her 
mother Joanna Moore 
when Tatum was three 
and her brother Gnffin 
was two 

After living with her 
mother m a hippie 
commune while the 
custody battle raged on 
| through the local 


oourta, Tatum packed 
her bags and turned up 
on the doorstep of her 
father who, by then, was 
divorced from second 
wife Leigh 
Taylor-Young She 
never left again Gnffin 
followed several years 

Younger brother Griffin 
took drink and drugs and 
has a string of driving 
convictions 


later 

Tatum says ‘My 
father did not exactly 
encourage me to go into 
films We were offered 
Paper Moon when 1 had 
just moved m with him 
from my mother s and 
we accepted it It came at 
the right time I 
suppose” 

There were battles 
between the fighting 


O’Neals-as the rest of ! 
the cast called | 

them— while they were ' 
filming But not only did 1 
the film win her an i 
Oscar as Best 
Supporting Actress but I 
three years later she i 
became the first child 
ever to be named Female 
Star of the Year by the 1 

National Association of ! 
Theatre Owners 


Instant success did 
not go to Tatum s head 
Not too keen to act again 
immediately aftei Papei 
Moon she went to j 

boarding school looked I 
and kept house lor hex 
father, wore make up I 
from the age of IO and 1 
bullied Ryan ovei his 
girlfriends j 

After a tune she went i 
bat k to work to make i 



il_I' 


“I suppose i would rather be the No. 1 
father and husband in the world than 
the No. 1 guy with a tennis racket” 
—John McEnroe 
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the comedy The Bad 
News Bears with Walter 
Matthau, who wasn't 
one of her biggest fans 
By her 14th birthday 
she was on location m 
England making 
International Velvet 
after tough riding 
lessons and a crash 
course in overcoming 
homesickness 
And she was giving a 
remarkably mature 
response to interviewers 
who asked if she 
regretted her ‘lost 
childhood' “Other 
14-year-olds do 
nothing", she said 
"They just hopscotch, 
watch cartoons on TV, 
fight, get upset, tail to 
communicate I went 
through all that I went 
into boarding school 
right alter my first 


picture All 1 did was 
fight So that’s what 1 m 
missing " 

Tatum, however, was 
not missing out on her 
education well, no 
more than could be 
helped There was 
tutoring for her on the 
set between takes But 
she already had strong 
ideas on what might and 
might not be useful foi 
her future “Some 
subjects are just 
ridiculous," she said 
“Like long division I'm 
not going to be needing 
that 1*11 have a business 
manager and an 
accountant" 


T ATUM's relationship 
with her mother has 
been anything but 
conventional, too Just 
as she and Joanna were 


Happy family: Farah 
Fawcett, Ryan O’Neal, 
Griffin and Tatum 

becoming friends again 
last year Tatum reported 
to the police that she 
suspected her mother 
had stolen a suitcase 
with $110,000 worth of 
Tatum's jewellery in it 
The case had been in 
the boot of Joanna s car 
which she reported to 
the police as stolen But 
Tatum dett rmined to 
jolt her mother out of 
her fondness for drugs 
and alcohol, according 
to friends— was 
suspicious since her 
mother told her she had 
reported the theft of the 
car hours before she 
actually did 
Her brother Griffin 
too has gone the 
tempestuous way with 


alcohol and drugs 
ruling his life After 
numerous scrapes with 
the law, and time behind 
bars an eventual 
showdown with father 
Ryan saw him minus a 
couple of teeth* 

With a lamilv life like 
herb Tatum hardly 
needs film scripts tor 
excitement 

But McEnroe is proud 
of the way she has stood 
up to the str esses of her 
own stormy background 
and the strains of 
competitive 
international tennis 

He says 'It's a real 
credit to Tatum just how 
well she has turned on*, 
considering ’ 

Judy Byrne 

ASM FEATURES 






A DISASTROUS DEBUT 


Sweetly ended 


1 


fV$mS*tekwekhsUMngthepftd*mtf 
fllRcfobini of Hoddeedan Town. Robbias, s 
A footballer, generally plays centre forward 
but on a way wet sad dmay typical English 
«fey he played goalie sad tested triumph. 

The match against Park Wr es t had flnishsd 
at i-i after eatira tons, sod a penalty shoot-out 
was held. Tony Tillbrook, Hoddeedan’a regular 
toads, saved the third penalty hut tbs referee 
said that b» had moved and ordered a rekiok, 
Several e acp tottv ee were exchanged and Till* 
brook was ordered off. 

Robbias took the jersey and promptly saw 
his skis Call behind &3. Disaster an his debut 
as goalie and defeat stared hln full on the tkoe. 

Then the God of good fortune whloh smiles 
on drunks, madmen and goalies took osar. 
Robbins's first two touches as goalksepar saw 
him save two penalties Hoddeedan soared 
from their own The game was won at 4-8. 
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D OES this sprinter look familiar? Yes, he’s 
Ban Johnson 1 Mo, he's not. He is Jason 
Livingstons, one of Britain’s most promis¬ 
ing sprinters after .Linford Christie, Manus 
Adams and John Regis. He, however, is an 
ardent Can of Johnson's. So much so that 
Christie has started calling him Baby Ben 
Iiviflgsbme in feet, has pictures of Johnson 
aplsthed all over his bedroom and watches 
videos of him everyday. He’s 18 years old and 
wants to be number one in the world Mot 
Surprisingly, he tries to emulate his idol from 
Ilia way he wears his hair, right down to his 
running spikes which axe sponsored by the 
same company a* Ben's. 

Livin g sto ne' s coach Jim Falohme has pre¬ 
dated that ImwlU reach his peak in about four 
to five years. "He’s dadioatad and totally com¬ 
mitted to atbletios. He studies his sport and 
takes it seriously,” Fakhnie said 


B RITAIN'S Iron 
Woman, Mrs 
Maggie Thatcher 
is quite a aoooer fen. 
She also, like British 
football, has a pen¬ 
chant for con¬ 
troversies and con¬ 
frontations. 

Recently, Mrs T, 
bad gone to Ibroat, the 
home of the Glasgow 
Rangers football dub, 
to make the draw for 
top tominOnala of the 
Scottish Gup The 
lady, it ■lima, fame an 
buds Bar Recto, 
tisk football. In IMS, 


Say it for Maggie 


And British football 



she had presented the 
Scottish Cup to the 
Celtics captain Roy 
Aitkan Immediately, 
s ca nd al rags all over 
Britain carried a 
foont page cartoon . 

The cartoon Bhowad 
Mrs T. presenting 
the trophy to Roy Ait- 
ken and a bubble 
emerging from Ait- 
kens mouth which 
said "I'm still not 
going to pay my poll 
tax.” 

Soccer and politics, 
it seems are good 
friends in Britain 
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M At present 
the rest of 
India needs 
theCsltHutte 
elubsmore 
then we need 
the rest of 

mats. We 

would 

■ rfllltiy iy 

plap in fewer 
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INDIAN FOOTBALL 


Professionalism 


Has Begun 


T HE global 
trends 
against 
totalitariani¬ 
sm has had 
an impact on 
sbamateur Indian 
football 

Professionalism is fast 
creeping in through the 
backdoor And the 
hegemony of the All 
India Football 
Federation (AIFF) and 
organisers of 
prestigious domestic 
tournaments is rapidly 
declining The 
inexorable logic of 
market foroee is 
penetrating the feudal, 
patronising the amateur 
set-up of Indian football 
In this struggle for 
power, the first casualty 
could be the Rovers Cup, 
Durand Cup and the IFA 
Shield 

To attract the beet, (m 
India means East 
Bengal. Mohun Began 
and Mohammedan 
Sporting) match fees 
and appearance money 
are important than the 
prestige of the 
tournaments The 
trends m the last few 
months have shown that 
the Calcutta dubs are 
now insisting on 
participation fees in a 


tournament 
The old order is being 
replaced by the new The 
money power of newer 
tournaments like the 
Nai Duma at Indore or 


the Nizam Gold Cup in 
Hyderabad is more 
attractive than the 
prestigious Rovers Cup 
for the Big Three 
“Money, money. 
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Now the Calcutta clubs will only go t 














money, it is a neb man’s 
world ” The Western 
India Football 
Association (W1FA) 
could not cope with the 
financial demands of 
Mohun Bagan and 
Mohammedan SC Both 
these dubs wanted not 
only a hike in 
allowances but also fees 
at the rate of Rs 25,000 
per match in the 
quarter-final league, Rs 
40,000 for the semis and 
Rs 60,000 for the final 
So had one Calcutta club 

1985 Durand Cup: The 
Mohun Baqan keeper 
grasps the Dell In time 
In the semifinal against 
ITI, Bangalore 


reached the final the 
total cost would have 
been Rs 1,76,000 as 
match fees Besides this 
demand, the Calcutta 
clubs are paid first class 
rail fare, daily 
allowances, free board 
and lodging and medical 
aid, for 22-24 members 
The total cost per club 
would have been around 
Re 2 75-3 lakh 
AWIFA 

representative, Pervez 
Ziauddin considered 
such terms 

preposterous However, 
Mohammedan 
Sporting’s secretary, 
Ibrahim All Moll&h said 
“Our demands are 
perfectly reasonable, we 
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The'diMk^lii^tUUee also affected the 
Dumidjkhe oldest tournament m the 
oouatcsrshd always hold at the seat of 
power. Tlfe Big Three acted in unison prior 
telhe an d 

t^geenhoe money bsetdse the usual 
generous ex p enses. It may be recalled that 
Mace ib® 7, the Durand bed bewa offering 
prise cffinoenhuexaoney to the winners and 
runners-up, The winner gets Rs i.so lakhs 
amdttonamemaplti l lakh. Indian 
Petroohwtaiosl Corporation Ltd.(lFCL) and 
KR2BHCO provided the sponsorship 
How ev er, even the hire of prize money 
my th« CMmitta cluhs The 

dtaitlOB becettf'tiwcs^'tttd tournamnit 
secffetaryAjitSlnghfiewtoCaJkruttafbr 
negntlstlrms Finally, the throe clubs 
agreed to <xm» for a nominal foe of Rs 
26,000which will be negotiable again next 
year. Best Bengal emerged champions, 
Mohun Began runners-up, so they returned 
homsotmaiderakilyrkdier 
Mohammedan SC lost in the semis and so 
the financial gains were paltry Their 
Bmi9PlfehlHuedl&&w suggested tw 
“even the aemi-ftnahsts should get a cash 
Incentive* The Durand have agreed to this 
request and in the 1990tournament the 
losing semi-finalists will also get prize 
money. Ajit Singh said “Arranging for 
sponsorship is a difficult task and we will 
have to work throughout the year to meet 
our financial commitments but we realise it 
is the trend tor the future" 


have been getting 
equivalent amounts 
from the DCM 
tournament committee 
for years ’’ The DCM 
tournament committee 
joint secretary, Mr R K 
Gupta confirmed that 
“smoe the Eighties Bast 
Bengaland 

Mohammedan SC cost us 
about Rs2 75 lakhs each 
annually They take 
match fees besides free 
board and lodging and 
travel expenses ” Mohun 
Bagan doesn’t 
participate m the DCM 
on a matter of principle 


urnaments which pay match fees 


However with the exit of 
Mr Dhiren Dey from t ht 
Mohun Bagan 
management this trend 
may alter soon 

The DCM set the trend 
of match fees payment to 
the Calcutta clube about 
two decades ago From 
1969 to 1972 neither 
Mohammedan SC nor 
East Bengal participated 
in the DCM tournament 
The then late secretary 
Mr Sood bad felt piqued 
that the Calcutta clubs 
treated the DCM 
somewhat indifferently 
Was it because of the 
rumblings heard in the 
tournament committee 9 
However 1968 saw East 
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Bengal took their first 
prequarter match to 
RAC Bikaner 2-3 
Mohammean SC drew 
1-1 with unfaiuned BEG 
Roorkee, won the replay 
but lost their next match 
to Gorkha Brigade 1-2 
However m 1973, the 
new tournament 
secretary Mr G Sinha 
decided to recall the 
Calcutta clubs By then 
the quarter-final league 
phase had started To 
ensure adequate 
performances, both East 
Bengal and 
Mohammedan SC were 
assured of a match fee 
As Calcutta League and 
IFA Shield champions 
East Bengal were paid 
more Coached by P K 
Banerjee, the 
star-studded East 
Bengal team, including 
Habib, Akbar, Subhas 
Bhowmick, Sudhir 
Karmakar and Gautam 
Sarkar .annexed the 
DCM Trophy that year 
As payment of match 
fees, East Bengal got Re 
40,000. for two 
quarter-final league 
matches (against Tatas 
and Mafatlal),a 
semi-final vs Leaders 
Club and the final va 
Dok Ro Gong, North 
Korea Since then the 
DCM tournament has 
been progressively 
paying more to both 
East Bengal and 
Mohammedan SC to 
participate 
The other major 
tournament organisers 
resisted the DCM's trend 
of payment of match 
fees An old-timer like 
the Durand secretary 
Wmg.Cdr KK 
Ganguly (retd)) was 
contemptuous of such 
commercialisation But 
the DCM has had the last 
laugh. Now the Calcutta 
diubs will only go to 
tournaments which pay 
match fees Money is 


mandatory not prestige 
(See box) 

P RIZE money and 
appearance money 
has oome to stay in 
Indian football The 
organisers of the Nehru 
Centenary Cup in 
Calcutta paid East ' 

Bengal, Mohammedan 
SC and Salgaocar (Goa) 
Ra 25,000 each per 
match For the first 
tune, the Federation Cup 
organised by the AJFF at 
Trichur will have prize 
money worth Rs 3 
lakhs So 

professionalism in its 
embryonic stages has 
arrived in the Indian 
scene Prize money is 
open to all the 
participating teams but 
appearanoe fees are only 
for those teams with 
crowd-pulling power 
Besides the Big Three 
the other teams with 
prestige value and a fan 
following throughout 
India are Salgaocar and 
Dempo of Goa and JCT 
Mills, Phagwara 
Salgaocar .winners of 
the Federation Cup twice 
m a row (1988 and 1989) 
have earned the aooolade 
of being the Champion 
Club of India and this 
automatically increases 
their bargaining power 
It is prestigious to have 
Salgaocar playing in a 
tournament because 
they can be paraded as 
the Champion Club of 
India, which could lead 
toDoordarshan 
coverage and 
subsequent increase in 
boardings and 
advertisement revenue 
for the tournament 
organizers The top 
football clubs of India 
are realising their value 
and so their demands to 
tournament committees 
have increased With 
better financial rewards 
it is hoped that 
professional 


management and 
training methods In our 
clubs will improve 
WIFA piqued at the 
Calcutta clubs desertion 
of the Rovers Cup are 
seeking support within 
the A1FF to declare 
Mohun Bagan, 
Mohammedan SC and 
East Bengal as 
professional (dubs Such 
amove is irrelevant now 
and will only aggravate 
the problems AsAmal 



Mr. G. Sinha, 1973 DCM 
tournament committee 
secretary, decided to 
recall the Calcutta clubs 
who were paid match 


Dutta the MohUn Bagan 
coach bluntly put it "At 
present the rest of India 
needs the Calcutta clubs 
more than we need the 
rest of India We would 
willingly play in fewer 
tournament" WIFA 
should thus oome to 
terms with the changing 
milieu They should 
realise that n< a market 
eoonomy mere 
bureaucratic decisions 
will get marginalised, if 
they do not satisfy 










oonsumer interests If 
the paying public wants 
to see the Calcutta clubs, 
a tournament committee 
has to get them, to 
maintain their status as 
an all-India tournament 
To get the Calcutta clubs 
in the nineties will mean 
forking out appearance 
fees, which means 
tie-ups with local 
business, sponsorship 
and efficient 
management 

Pressure tactics m the 
AIFF will not drive back 
the new economic forces 
working m Indian 
football The clock 
cannot be turned back A 
significant development 
took place during the 
1989 Durand 
tournament On Dec 25, 
1989,22 players of the 
Big Three clubs (nine 
from Mohun Bagan. 7 
from East Bengal and 
sue from Mohd Sporting) 
met at Rajdoot Hotel in 
Delhi and formed a 
players association to 
negotiate with the clubs 
for better contracts and 
playing conditions The 
players are oIbo aware of 
their rights This is a 
democratic era 

So the AIFF should 
tread wearily Undue 
pressure could lead to 
fragmentation Like in 
international tennis m 
the Fifties and Sixties 
there could develop a 
breakaway professional 
circuit in which the Big 
Three clubs from 
Calcutta and some other 
leading teams 
participate This would 
lead to further divided 
loyalties and 
manipulations 
Tournament committees 
will then have to pay 
even higher fees to 
attract the best teams. 
Instead of such a schism 
it would be better if the 
AIFF encouraged the 
Tstematic growth of 


Money Is Mandatory Not Prestige 
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started at Butore. The tournament l* ju*t nine ysered&whdreas the 
Rovers Cup is to oelebrate its centenary ant year. Yet from Feb. 8 
onwarda both Mohammedan 8C and Mohun Bagan pitfttedpstefl m 
the quarter-final league phase erf the unheralded Nai Dunia 
tcnirnament. The reason was that the organisers g**e both the 
glamour blubs Rs< t lakh each, as participation besides other 

expenses and perks, 

Both the clubs fared badly there, getting eliminated to the 
quarter-final league stage The N&i Dunia organisers expressed 
annoyance that Mohammedans came with a makeshift team, There 
was no Emeka and no Chibueor Tournament secretary Srivastava 
■aid “From next year payment to the top Calcutta olubs will be 
according to the players they bring.” < 

Tournament committees are willing to pay appearance money but 
they want a professional approach from the Calcutta olubs also- The 
Salt Nagjee tournament in Calicut in January paid Mphun Bagan Rs 
1 lakh to participate Dieaenehms and factionalism led to Mohun 
Bagan sending a weak team and getting beatenO-l by the Indian 
junior team The Calcutta clubs should also reciprocal and not "kill 
the goose that lays the golden egg ” 

Learning from past experience, the Nizam Gold Cup authorsdae 
approached Mohammedan SC with an innovative and new offer. Mr. 
Rangarappa secretary of the Andhra Pradesh Football Association, 
said they paid Mohammedan SC Re 1 lakh, with an incentive to 
Emeka of Rs. 5,000 per match. Thus for the first time a player in 
India was paid an appearanoe fee in a domestic tournament. 

It is a sign of the times and the new order emerging that 
tournament committees have acknowledged the crowd-pulling 
power of certain chansmatio players Yet another indication of 
market forces in operation. The super star draws the crowd and the 
organisers are willing to pay extra to Chima or Emeka to ensure they 
play well. It suits the olubs as they do not have to pay bonus to Chiipa 
or Emeka to appear m a particular tournament. Thus the Nizam Gold 
Cup has set a trend which could have far reaching implications in 
Indian football. 

From payment of superstars to sponsorship of teams or players is 
a short step, Liverpool are sponsored by CANDY and Manchester 
United by SHARP, Juventus by Armton and Arsenal by JUC Within 
thin decade, the Big Three should be wearing logos or names of a 
private sponsor. East Bengal asked a foreign-based su pport e r to pay 
foreign exchange to Argentinian midfielder Julian C&mino, who 
played for them from June to December 19S8. Mohammedansare 


secure the services of Iranian strikers Moghadem Amir HaSheml 
Yekkeh Morteza who excelled for Esteghlal chib in the 1989 DCM 
tournament. 


professional clubs m 
India After all 
experienced 
administrator Peter 
Vellapan, secretary of 
the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC), 
remarked on a visit to 
India last year that “club 
football at a professional 
level is the only way to 


improve national 
standards, as the 
players learn how to 
fight for two points 
every week Thus both 
mental toughness and 
professional skills 
increase " Wise words 
Nascent 

professionalism has 
begun m Indian football 


with increased prize and 
appearanoe money 
lime will tell if it will 
lead to genuine 
professionalism, 
re-structunng of our top 
olubs and improvement 
of standards or mere 
skullduggery and 
financial imbroglios 
NOVr KAPADIA 











NIOR DIVISION 
SOCCER 
[AGUE-GROUP A 




East Bengal’s 

Discomfiture 
Is Over 


HE suspense 
is finally 
over The 
clue to this 
was found 
after 180 days when 


East Bengal 
resumed their 
remaining 1980 Group 
A Senior Division 
League matches The 
suspension of the last 


t s 


few ties in this group 
was due to the imbroglio 
between the State Sports 
Minister Subhas 
Chakraborty and IFA 
secretary Prodyut Dutta 
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over the staging of 
"exhibition matches" at 
the Salt Lake Stadium 

Both were arrogant 
Stubborn Fortunately, 
good sense prevailed 
and the 1889 Group A 
matches were allowed to 
be completed 

All this while. East 
Bengal, perched high on 
the group league table, 
were mildly unsure 
about whether they 
would be declared the 
league champions 
because of this tangle 
But their lO point lead 


over Mohun Bagan was 
at least a little 
reassuring For even if 
they lost their three 
remaining matches 
Bagan couldn't have 
become champions 

Mohammedan SC had 
already lost the race 
with 48 points 

East Bengal has had a 
comparatively good 
season They won the 
Durand Cup at Delhi and 
became the zonal 
champions m the recent 
Federation Cup at 
Sibsagar They had also 




East Bengal 28 24 

Mohun Began 28 18 

Mohammedan SC 28 14 

Railway PC 28 10 

E. Railway 28 10 

KumartuH 28 9 

Cal, Port Tniat 28 8 

BNR 28 8 

Pokes AC 28 6 

Toly Agragami 28 6 

X 28 8 
Samity 28 4 

George Telegraph 28 3 

SenaS ShiWr 28 4 

wad AC 28 3 

Champion Eaat Bengal 
Top 10 teams will play m 
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Runners. Mohun Bagan 
the 1800 Super OMston 


Ohknp Charts (East Sengel)*i7 aoah flap^oiw); 
USM Ghaah (Mohun Began) and Kutpt Stag!) (Eaat 
Bangal)«i0 goats 2nd tot 1 J 


B«ngal)«i0 goats gt. 2nd top^oorad; Ctytaufor (Md 
$8ort»ng)«8 goals, Rsr»tf Saha (East BangatJ-B goals; 

e > MwnaM (East BarsiaD«7 ddaB; SubraU Roy 
A»6 goals, BRaah Panp (East Sangal), Hteaiai 
Port Trust) and Sukhen Ban Gupta (Mohun 
)■>$ gpala each 

8H to Mohammedan Spotting did not Held their alda 
anihrt ffiw IWinni In both 1st and nalurh lnnin and 
jfeplhpt M&ftym Began in return t p a goa match**, IPA ? 
iMpiaBub^aanirnHM 

MhslM 1^, 11 

m$. lm eiaft, Md SoortMTa in the taaout 
isaasw lannan ucuneng*'p 



defeated arch rivals 
Bag&nm three 
oonseoutive meetings A 
rare case But in their 
final meeting m the 
ultimate league match 
Bagan scored a late goal 
via Sukhen Sengupta to 
neutralise Kuljit Singh’s 
first-half attempt 
At one stage, it seemed 
that the Group A league 
wouldn’t have 
culminated, when 
Mohammedan Sporting 
withdrew on the ground 
of non-availability of 
their regular 
players—some of whom 
felt homesick and some 
who were away on bank 
assignments The IF A 
merely asked the dub to 
give an explanation for 
skipping the league But 
Mohammedan SC were 
•prepared’ to play in the 
Nizam Gold Cup at 
Hyderabad and the 
clearance was given by 
Prodyut Dutta much 
before the resumption of 
the group ties Perhaps 
Mohd Sporting were 
not ‘mentally’ prepared 
to face East Bengal yet 
the club was prepared to 
play at Hyderabad 
because the money was 
there And since the 
team was popular with 
the Hyderabadis they 
believed they had a 
commitment to play 
However, this made 
things far more easier 
for East Bengal 
It was just a mere 
formality that East 
Bengal went through 
There was no charm left 
And the disenchanted 
enthusiasts stayed 
away Their 
performance was 
lackadaisical and 
purposeless Against 
Eastern Railway it was 
only alter a dose of 
coach PK Banerjee’s 
vocal tome that East 
Bengal scored thrice 
after the break Kuljit 


Singh oonverted a 
penalty and aoored the 
third created fay Chuna 
Okene, who incidentally 
scored the second It was 
Chima again who 
rescued his team against 
Railway FC The match 
could have ended m a 
draw had Swarup Das 
not made a line save on 
the goalline 

The focus was on the 
big match—the last 
against Bagan But it 
was almost farcical 
Barren stands, no 
Doordarshan coverage 
Not even a ball boy was 
present It was an 
ordinary affair, but it 
fortunately did have 
some of the ingredi »nts 
of tension and tantrums 
And all the fireworks 
were dished out after the 
interval 

The Chima phobia had 
already engulfed the 
Bagan players He was a 
terror and Bagan vowed 
to keep strict vigil on 
him Chima realised it 
and so he played a little 
deep Knshanu Dey 
wasn’t of much help to 
the Nigerian due to a 
swollen right leg But 
his presence to a oertam 
extent had a 
psychological bearing 
on the team 

Kuljit Singh’s good 
work came to nought 
because of some needless 
momentary 
belligerence When 
Bagan gained ground 
the East Bengal striker 
maliciously and 
unnecessarily punched 
Bagan’s 

ooach-cum-player 
Subrata Bhattacharjee 
Referee Amarend ranath 
Bramachari 
immediately gave Kuljit 
marching orders—a fine 
way for him to finish the 
1989 league But that 
incident seemed minor, 
for East Bengal was in a 
celebrant mood • 
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• How India was 0 for 4 wickets 
in a Test match! 


• How wicketkeeper Godfrey 
Evans stood up to the bowling of 
Alec Bedser! 


• How Len Hutton spoke only 
four words in four innings! 


•How the Indian player got only 
Rs 60 for a Test match! 



SPORTSWORLD: Did you 
come from a cricketing 
family? 

MADHAV MANTRI No 
one In the family played 
the game My father, a 
special Literacy officer 
with the state, was 
interested in the game 
That's all 

When did you start playing? 
I began playing for King 
George High School, 
Bombay I was an 
off-break bowler and a 
lower-order batsman 
The wicketkeeping came 
later 
When? 

At Sengli Willingdon 


College where I was a 
student The team 
needed a 'keeper, I tried 
once and did well Sol 
became a regular In 
those days, it was 
always assumed that the 
■keeper should open the 
innings Navle, 
Hindlekar, Dilawar 
Hussein did so at the 
higher levels of the 
game 1 began opening 
too and did quite well 


Later, I captained 
Bombay University and 
also led the All-India 
Universities against 
Lindsay Hassett’s ' 
Australian Services XI 
You represented Bombay 
and Maharashtra. How did 
that happen? 

I made my Bombay 
debut in 1941-42 Next 
year, due to the ‘Quit 
India’ movement, 
Bombay did not 
participate m the Rami 
Trophy Since I had been 
bora in Naeik, 
Maharashtra invited me 
to {day for them on birth 
qualification But just 


imngrf 


















for one year Then I 
returned to Bombay 
Which was your first match 
for Bombay? 

At Lahore in 1941-4S 
s oa sa n against Northern 
India Cricket 
Aaaooiation (NICA) The 
regular keepers were 
not available and I got a 
chance I kept to J Khot 
Bhaierao, Madan Raiji 
andK K Tarapore Got 
nine victims, eight 
caught and one 
stumped It was a record 
as well 

When were you first 
considered for notional 
selection? 

There was no 
international cricket 
from 1839 to 1945 


ZERO FOR FOUR WICKETS! 


UflWMblaiW, tMllMlHNWOlNl 


because of the War But 
the Pentangulars were 
an 1 played for the 
Hindus It waa almost 
the national side, so 
strong were we 
I am amazed at the choice 
of some of the 
wicketk ee per s in those 
days. Abdul Aziz, S.V.T. 
Chari, M.O. Srinlvasan, 

T.V. Parthasarathl. Then 
them was this bloke J.K. 
Irani, who went to Australia 
in 1947-48. And someone 
called E.S. Malta. Didn’t ha 
tour the West Indies in 
1953-54? 

1 agree Wicketkeepmg 
was some kind of 
musical chairs and 
sometimes the 
wicketkeeper was 
changed for every Test 
Anyone, who made one 
or two catches in front of 
a selector, was in Just 
before the Australian 
trip in a minor match, 
Irani stood up to a pace 


Mp,aoiJWbadatrotaa. B o y wBm 

flaiiw—<< oa > e 

SttajMkar wentftnadriv*agsdnstTruan«in, t 
was out to a baUwhksh came in sharply . Ii was 
acamblnatiosi of good bowling and some poor 



Xn the find innings ba had bowled all over the 
plaoa and wo bad no problems with him. There 
waa even talk that Brian Statham would 
reptooehim for the next Test But then came 
the & for 4 situation and he also ran through 
uaatBCa&phaater. Put moat nf ins auoopaa waa 
beoauM of Hutton, another Yorkahirenum as 
captain. He instructed Trueman where to pit^ 
the ball exactly and how to bowl to his field 

Very s hrewd oa ptsdnoy_ _ 

Was Ttusmso the fastest bowler you have faced? 

Ho. At Northampton, Frank Tyson, who 
kxdmd anything but a paoe bowler, bowled one 
ts rrifo foW Otor.lt was the end of the play, 
there waa time for just one over and Tyson let 
htmssif go. I managed to take a single of the 
fhwt ball and watched the rest from the 
bowler's and. Poor Fankaj Boy had no clue 
whateoewxr.aethey whlsnedby him He 
touched tiM last twll and was caught behind It 
waafbaraome, ItsfUyou And then at 
GamlMidg*, cm fSOed that atrong, muscular 
South African, Cuan MoCorthy, who was very 
quick. But he chucked 


Poor Pankaj Roy had no clue 
whatsoever, as they whizzed by him. 


wmmmumM iwiUftohivQ bMfi iwkI® iboutPoHy 
Umrlgar's bolting In the 1952 Tests; about how he 
'ran •way’ towards square leg while facing Trueman. 
ftonMstidppar Hazara has mentioned this In tils 
took‘A Long Innings.' 

I oaat apeak far Harare but these remarks are 
not true. It was partly the British media’s 
build-up of Trueman You see, most of the balls 
used to kick up from just short of good length 
and wMh eight dowe-in fielders breathing 
down your neck, you ended up giving ostobes 
TJmrlgar, like Bradman did to Larwood, tried 
iume«htof different, moving towards square 
hgraad trying togHde the hall ovwr theanp'e 
haada. When the ball did not rise and osme 
straight through he waa bowled. But there waa 
smauasHwq of running away It was a kind of 
ter^roKte^jaartijkdi did not workout Mind 
mfo, ffeaaaatoTfotfigar hit the West infoan 
mpdfonpt htoludfog;^the greafWeeley SUB, all 
tolar in hia cantor. 


t-wasyMSHW'i 


bowler and held two 
catches And found 
himself on the party to 
Australia The same 
with the case of Maka 
As liar as the selection of 
wicketkeepers was 
concerned, would you agree 
that the selectors were a 
bunch of Jokers? 

(Laughs) You see, the 
selectors did not 
understand the special 
problem of 

wicketkeepers He was 
expected to catch 
anything that came near 
him One miss and he 
was out replaced by 
someone II Godfrey 
Evans had played in 
India in those days, he 
would have suffered the 
same fate He would not 
have beoome thr Godfrey 
Evans he was When I 
became a national 
selector in the 1960’s, I 
tried to change all this 
For the first time, there 
waa some continuity ioi 
the’keeper’s position In 
my playing days I had 
to battle it out with Sen 
Joshi Rajendranath, 
Maka and then 
Tamhane 

You played against Len 
Hutton and Denis Compton 
How would you compare 
them? 

Hutton's technique, 
concentration and 
patience were flawless 
He never hooked but 
played the moat glorious 
cover drive in the game, 
placing it so well that 
our specialist cover 
fieldsman Adhikan had 
no chanoe at all His 
concentration was such 
that he just spoke four 
words to me during the 
four innings 1 kept for 
him That was when he 
played a googiy from 
Shinde Turning to rue 
he said. That’s a wrong 
*un’ Compton played 
only two Testa againet 
ua Told the selectors he 
was not m good form 






and asked them not to 
ooneider hun for the 
other two And they did 
not drop him for that 

He was a great 

improviser, sweeping 
from the middle stump, 
running up the pitch 
and lofting pace 
bowlers' 

You also went to Pakistan in 
1953-54 where all the Test 
matches were drawn. Why? 
They were four-day Test 
matches. The pitches were 
flat, both the sides did not 
want to lose though we 
almost won at Peshawar. 
Had we played for five days, 
perhaps... 

How would you rate your 
Indian conte m poraries? 
Tamhane was the best 
He was very consistent 
and handled Gupte well 
That was the ultimate 
test for an Indian 
‘keeper Merchant once 
said that Tamhane was 
as sound as the Bank of 
England Joshi was 
good, but had problems 
with Gupte Sen kept 
well to Mankad but that 
was easier than keeping 
to Gupte 

And the best-ever of your 
times? 

Godfrey Evans' No 
doubt about that He was 
always m position and 
so quick' It takes special 
skill and guts to stand 
up to someone like 
Bedser Once, he 
stumped Mankad off 
Bedser It was all so 
quick that the umpire 
failed to spot it and 
declared Vinoo not out 1 
Tali me something about 
the basic differences in 
‘keeping of your days and 
the present. 

I think we had more 
anticipation If we 
spotted an mswinger on 
the middle-and-leg, we 
were quite quickly in 
position anticipating 
the leg glance The 
modern keeper tends to 
dive more, be it towards 


the shpa or fine leg 
Perhaps he is more 
athletic Secondly, we 
stood up to 

medium-pacers once the 
shine was off Today, 
they stand fax back even 
to someone like 
Mohinder Amarnath 
Also, we would never 
think of running 
towards the umpire with 
the ball held aloft. 


would be your choices? 
Vinoo was the greatest 
left-arm spinner of hie 
time Spm, flight, 
cunning, there wae none 
to match him Qhulam 
Ahmed was m the class 
of Laker and Tayfield of 
South Africa But he was 
a bit too easygoing We 
used to call him the 
Nizam of Hyderabad 'If 
only he had been a hit 



“The wicketkeeper made 
one miss In those days,* 1 
says Mantri, “and he was 
out- 

appealing The keepers 
of our generation 
barring exceptions like 
Evans, were quite 
unobtrusive Not showy 
at all 

You kept wickets to some of 
our best spinners. If you 
had to choose )ust two of 
them for an India team, who 


totally Wrong They 
knew, as the leading 
batemen, they had to dig 
m, stay there and soore 
runs Thereetof the 
batting was brittle and 
foil apart when they 
failed It’s difficult to 
rank them Hazarehad 
more strokes, but I 
would put Merchant 
slightly ahead Mind 
you, only slightly 
because he wae an 
opener and had a more 
difficult task 
Did tha Indian teams of 
your Time novo on inrononiy 
complex? I mean, a feeling 
they can never win against 
England and Australia. 
There were so few victories 
and so many drawn 


more competitive, he 
would have been the 
world's number one off 
spinner As for the two 
spinners, I would select 
Mankad and Subash 
Gupte With normal 
fielding support, they 
could bowl out any Bide 
It is often said that Harare 
and Mankad batted more 
for averages than for their 
sides’ interest. Who was the 
better batsman of the two? 
Your first statement is 


I suppose we had 
an inferiority 
complex in those 
days. We seldom 
played to our foil 
potential. 


1 suppose so We seldom 
played to our full 
potential But don’t 
forget, the opposition, 
particularly England 
and Australia were very 
strong Bradman, 
Moms, Lrndwal, Miller 
as well as Hutton, 
Compton, Bedser and so 
on Compare them with 
the present English 
side! 

How much were you paid for 
representing the country in 
those days? 

(Laughs) I think we got 
about Rs 2500 for the 
five-month tour of 
England m 1958 The 
daily allowance was £ 
one! Even at home, we 
travelled by tram and 
were put up at ordinary 
hotels The visitors 
always stayed in better 
hotels And I think we 
were paid about Rs 60 as 









MADHAV MANTRI ON SUNIL GAVASKAR 


A proud uncle on his famous nephew 


DM you ever influence him In any my? coach him? 
No couching. As for influencing, I dont know. 
At Australia during 1977-78, after sooring 
three Tost oenturlra in a row, he was asked by 
ooBomen tutor Ian Chappell from whom he had 
inherited this oentury habit. The same 
question was poeed by C.D. Gopinath, after 
Sunil posted a double century against the West 
Indians at Madras in 1083-84. On both the 
occasions, Sunil’* reply was 'Unole Mantri,’ 

So you cKd exert in* influence on Mm? 

It mi like this. Onoe during a schools' 
tournament, Bombay had piled up about 400 
runs ftgcma wicket and Sunil had jaoored 200 
of these. "Who got out?** leaked him at the end 
of the display. T. he replied‘‘200 was quite 
enough and I got out" I told him it waa not the 
right attitude to success. "Never give away 
your wioket.”I told him. "Your duty is to stay 
there and soore rune. Let the bowler, if he is 
good enough, take your wicket." Later, after 
eo oring300 in a local matoh, he let a ball pass 
outside his off stump. “Imagine doing that 
with 300runs against hie name,” one of my 
£riends exclaimed. But I was happy. He had 
not ftnrgotton my advice. 

Wmlw attached to you as a youngster? 

Was and is. Used to come here most of the 
weekends, gaze at my various oapa, blazers. 
Onoe eeksd tor one of my caps. I told him these 
had been earned by the sweat of the brow, and 


ifhe wanted them, he should also work and 
earn them. Went away quietly. When he got 
his cap feom St. Xavier'S College, he earns 
home and told me, "Uncle, I’ve earned my first 
oap.” 

Did he hero worship you? 

(Laughs) ah nol Jaiehnha waa his hero. And 
fre e st yl e wrestlers like Dara Singh and King 
Kong. He used to ooileot their pictures. 

As Gavaskar grew up, dkf hs ever consult you on 
batting technique? 

1 don't think so. Onoe, along with a friend of 
mine who did not know about our relationship, 

Sunil confessed that he had picked up 
the century habit from me! 

I was watching Sunil bat in a local match. He 
executed a square cut and my friend 
exclaimed, ‘Hey, that's just like how you play 
the stroke.’ Watching me, he may have 
unknowingly picked up something, here and 
there. 

Can you compare Gavaskar with Vijay Merchant? 
Rather difficult because conditions differed so 
much then and now. Merchant was a better 
judge of the moving ball He was seldom 
beaten by the outs winger, even in English 
conditions. Sunil was slightly vulnerable in 
this area. But he was a much better 
stroke-player. 


pocket expenses for a 
Test match Even the 
captain got the same He 
got a single room, 
though. But we never 
thought we should 
demand more. Playing 
for the country itself 
was quite enough. 

Did you have fitness or 
conditioning camps in 
those days? 

I attended just one 
camp, prior to the visit 
of the English team in 
1051-52. The senior 
players resented the 
idea. I found some of the 
exercises useful, and 
continued to do them for 
many more years. Our 
batting and bowling 
were as good as today’s, 
but the fielding was 


shoddy because of a lack 
of fitness. We used to 
drop almost every 
batsmen who scored 
heavily against us 
Was it easier for a player 
from Bombay to get into the 


Ghulara Ahmed 
was in the class of 
Laker and 
Tayfield. But he 
was a bit too 
easygoing. We 
used to call him 
the ‘Nizam of 
Hyderabad’. 


national side? 

I think so Players from 
Bombay and 
Maharashtra were 
projected much better by 
the local media Some of 
our colleagues were 
quite envious of us I 
guess the media 
coverage helped 
You retired in 1957. Any 
regrets? Can you recall 
some highlights of your 
career? 

Absolutely no regrets 1 
enjoyed my cricket, 
continued to play club 
cricket till I was 60 1 
never expected to go so 
far. One moment I would 
not forget is njy Ranji 
debut at Lahore when I 
bagged nine victims. 
Some of the spectators 


who supported the local 
team were enraged and 
shouted ‘You Public 
enemy number one' Our 
captain Merchant used 
to quote this ofton ' 

And at Lord's m 1952, ! 
Mankad bowled a floater 
to Peter May, the brat 
poet-War English 
batsman He glanced it I 
had anticipated the 
stroke, moved towards 
fine leg and caught him 
Frank Chester, the \ 

greatest of the umpires, j 
who was officiating at 
square leg I 

complimented me 
saying it was one of the ' 
best catches i.e had ever 
aeen. Coming from 
Chester, it was quite a 
morale booster. 
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RULE 1-2-EXERTING INaUENCE ON 
"THE CALL- 

no PLAYER OR CAtJPIE SHALL TAKE- ANY ACTION 
TO »NFU*NCt THE POSmoN OR THE (WEMWT OT 

A call e*ept in ACCORhANce with THE rules 



SPORTS HALL OP SHAME 


•VHASH 


AMONG TUE MANY UN6ETfU^ LOCAL 
RULES ATTWE ELEPHANT HiliS COUNTRY 
Ctus IN VICTORIA FALLS, ZIMBABWE. 
AFRICA: 


si* 





f 1 ^Vvy 


>C*, 


FRED LORE OF NEW'TORK. WAS HAILED 
AS THE WINNER OF THE 1904 OLYMPIC MARA¬ 
THON UNTIL OFFICIALS DISCOVERED TViAT 
FRED HAD CONSEfMED HIS ENERGY BY 
RIDING IN A CAR FDR 11 MILES OFTHE 
RA£E ' EVEN THOUGH HE RANTHE FINAL 
FIVE MILES TO "VICTORY; THERE WPS NO 

Gold medal for lcrz ...he wag oom 



• IF A ball comes to rest within a 
TAIL 1 5 DISTANCE OF A SLEEPING BUF¬ 
FALO, IT MAY BE REMOVED AND DROP¬ 
PED NO NEAR&RTWE HOLE WITHOUT - 
PENALTY. MORE THAN ATAIUS LENGTH, 
THE BALL SHALL BE PLACED AS IT LIES. 


4/U4 















NATIONAL EVENTS 
Football: 14th Federation 
Cup tournament at Trichur, 
from April 10 to 27. Prize 
money worth R8. 2.80 
lakha. 

3rd mini Federation Cup at 
Trichur from April 18 to 25. 
5th All Airlines Gold cup 
tournament at Calcutta, 
from March 31 to April 10. 
Arahary: Federation Cup, 
international tournament at 
Delhi, from April 16*20. 
Chess: Nachimathu (Sound¬ 
er Rukmani Ammul 3rd 
national boys and girls 
championships in Pollachi, 
Coimbatore from April 30 to 
May 6. Four categories for 
boys and girls under 8,10, 
12 and 14 years. 

Oolf: Addi Cup Open at De¬ 
lhi Golf Club from April 3 to 
6. Prize money worth Rs. 
50,000. 

IMA—ONGC invitational at 
Frima golf club, Dehra Dun. 
Prize money worth Rs 
2 , 00 , 000 . 

Udhampur Open at at Chi- 
nar Golf dub, Udhampur 
from April 19-22. Prize 
money worth Rs. 60,000. 
Racing: Nilgfris Fillies Tnal 
Stakes at Ooty on April 22. 
Nilglrls Colt Trial at Ooty on 
April 29. 

Sgoosh: Clash of Titan 
series, promoted by 
Radiant, Jahangir Khan vs 
Chris Dtttmar on April 3, 4 
and 5 at Bombay and In¬ 
dore. 

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: 
Cricket: Australasia Cup at 
Sharjah from April 25 to 
May 4. Australia, New Zea¬ 
land and Bangladesh are in 
Group A and India, Pakis¬ 
tan and Sri Lanka in Group 
B. Detailed itinerary of 
April: 

April 25: India vs Sri Lanka. 
April 26: Australia vs New 
Zealand. 

April 27: India vs Pakistan 
April 28: Bangladesh vs 
New Zealand 

April 29: Pakistan vs Sri 
Lanka 


PREVIEW 


April 30: Australia vs Bang¬ 
ladesh. Finals on May 4. 
England's tour of West In¬ 
dies. 

April 3: vs West Indies, 5th 
one day international at 
Bridgetown, Barbados. 
April 5-10: vs West Indies, 
4th Test at Barbados. 

April 12-17: vs West Indies, 
5th Test at St Johns 
Antigua 

Athletics: London Marathon 
on April 22. 

Badminton: European 
championships at Moscow, 
from April 8 to 14. 

Cycling: Paris to Roubaix 
world cup series April 8. 
Northern Ireland Milk Race, 
from Belfast to Bangor from 
April 12 to 16. 
Liege-Bastogne-Liege, 
world cup series on April 
15 . 

Amste! Gold Cup, world 
cup series at Holland on 
April 21. 

Tour of Spain strts at Be- 
nicasim on April 24 and 
finishes at Madrid on May 
5. 

Rolf: US Masters at Augus¬ 
ta, from April 5 to 8. 

Jersey Open, La Moye 
from April 5 to 8. 
Hlttiesburg Classic at Mis¬ 
sissippi from April 5 to 8. 
Heritage Classic at Hilton 
Head Island, South Caroli¬ 
na, USA from April 12 to 
15 . 

Madrid Open from Apr. 19 
to 22. 

Greater Greensboro Open 


Greensboro, North Caroli¬ 
na from April 19 to 22. 
Spanish Open at Madris 
from April 26 to 29. 

New Orleans Classic at 
Louisiana, USA from April 
26 to 29. 

Horse Racing: Grand 
National at Aintree, on April 
7. 

Irish Grand National at 
Fairyhouse on April 16. 
Ladbroke European Free 
Handicap at Newmarket on 
April 18. 

Motor Cycling: US Grand 
prix at Laguna Seca, Cali¬ 
fornia on April 8. 

Brazilian Grand prix at Rio 
de Janeiro on April 22 
Motor Rallying: Safan Rally, 
world championship round, 
at Kenya from April 12 to 
16. 

Snooker: Embassy World 
Professional cham¬ 
pionships at Sheffield, Eng¬ 
land from April 13 to 29. 
Squash: Hi Tec Bntish open 
championships at Wemb¬ 
ley Conference Centre, 
from April 14 to 23 Pans 
open from Apnl 28 to May 
2 . 

Table Tennis: European 
championships at Gothen¬ 
burg from April 8 to 16. 
Tennis: Volvo open at 
Monte Carlo from Apnl 23 
to 29. 

WCT Doubles invitational 
championships at Dallas, 
USA from April 18 to 22. 
Japanes Open at Tokyo, 
from April 9 to 15. 



Volleyball: Nations Cup for 
men at Luxembourg on 
April 7 and 8. 

World League 1990, Brazil 
vs Italy at Beio Horizonte 
on April 27, USSR vs Hol¬ 
land at Moscow on April 27, 
USA vs France at Los 
Angeles on April 29, Brazil 
vs Italy at Brasilia on April 
29, USSR vs Holland at 
Moscow on April 29, and 
USA vs France at Los 
Angeles on April 30. 
African dub championship 
at Kenya from March 25 
to April 6. 

South American dubs cup 
at San Juan, Argentina, 
from April 9 to 15. 

Football: European Cup, 
Cup Winners Cup and 
UEFA Cup semi finals first 
leg matches on Apnl 4 and 
2nd legs on April 18 
F.A. Cup semi finals, Liver¬ 
pool vs Crystal Palace and 
Manchester United vs Old¬ 
ham Athletic, on Apnl 7 
Scottish Cup semi finals on 
April 14 

England vs Czechoslova¬ 
kia at Wembley on Apnl 25, 
Scotland vs Wales at 
Hampden Park on Apnl 25. 
Littlewoods Cup final at 
Wembley Nottingham 
Forest vs Oldham Athletic 
on Apnlo 29. 

TELEVISION: Live telecast of 
India's matches in Austra¬ 
lasia Cup at Sharjah, on 
April 25 and 27. 

Live telecast of final of Air¬ 
lines Gold Cup at Calcutta 
on April 10 and final of Fed¬ 
eration Cup football final on 
April 27. 

Live telecast of Clash of 
Titans series, Jehangir 
Khan vs Chris Dittmar on 
April 3, 4 and 5. 

RADIO: Running commen¬ 
tary in Hindi and English on 
semi finals and final of Fed¬ 
eration Cup at Trichur, on 
April 24, 25 and 27 
Running commentary In 
Hindi, English and Bengali 
on final of Airlines Gold 
Cup in Calcutta on April 10. 

CampM by Novy Kqpadh 
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“There is 
something 
very blunt, 
very harsh 
about defeat 
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oafte tour. *■ ■ 

very Muni, V^hjbrNh ebout 
defeat, but onefoas tolaaro to 
accept the fact that every match 
cannot be won: One also has to try 
and tearo from setbacks like this," 
he said ' 

"The tour wasn't bad, because I 
have learnt a great deal about the 
art of captaincy. It is amazing that 
Uiejobof a captain in a Test match 
la so radically different from the 
job of a captain In a one-day side . , 
Utie two torsos of.ths K*me*re so •- 
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don't beat around the bush. hftrtfce 
sort of approach that can be ,_.<v 

misconstrued,hut the guys op 
this tour have tmqnvety ret»ptt#i» 
to whatever I havesaid. Their hare. 

•i' _ • _ . ? ~ ^» • ** 
















straight talker in the Indian 
dressing room Manager Buhen 
BedLt, a former captain himself, 
haa never been renowned for 
biting his Up When India caved in 
to lose a close one day match 
against Australia on Saturday 3 
March, Bedi'a condemnation was 
harsh 

“A few of our batsmen 
committed suicide out there 
today,” he said "Ami if they went 
to go out and commit suicide 
tonight, I am not going to stop 
them ” 


Bedi chuckled, unrepentant, 
when asked about the quote “Fd 
say a few of the boys learnt an 



important cnokStleeeon that d«y 
that a game is never won until it is 
won " 


Asharaddm is delighted to base 

a manager of Beth’s experience in 
his corner “Bisheh knows the 
game, he is astute, he has been a 
Teet captain and a world-class 
player He is the sort of manager 
for whom any captain would give 
his right arm He ie good for the 
team and he m a tremendous help 
tome He helps takes the pressure 
■off me *’ 

When Bedl lead India in the late 
"70s, Asharuddin was still playing 
schoolyard cricket Now, the 
ataman-captain and the wily 
former spinner have combined to 
bring about what they hope will be 
the revival of Indian cncket And 
there won’t be much talk of 
suicide, either, 

MmeMb MmS S dM w i i, Mribeirw 
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“I have milt professional hookey in utter 
disgust, totally disappointed with the attitude of the 
IHF," aaye former International left half Sujlt 
Kumar, the moet senior player of the TnrHan team 
that returned from Lahore after the World Cup 
drubbing. 

The 87-year-old Indian Airlines player haa 
represented the nation In 100 Internationals. The 
Vloe Oaptein of the Indian team at the moment of 
retirement, Bujlt has played 15 major tournaments 
and wishes to oontinue in the game at present by 
playing for Indian Airlines and later by tairfng to 
ocmching. 

Sujithite out vehemently at the ahabby 
functioning of IHF. Exoerpte from the interview: 

SPORTSWORLDt Whet made you retire from International 
hockoy at this juncture? Was It the country’s dobacloattho 
Lshore World Cup? 

SUJlT KUMAR: I had made up my mind about 
quitting even before going to Lahore whether we 
lost or won. I could not have oontinued in the 
present oiroumstanoee anymore 
Circumstances like? 

Lack of basic facilities. We are treated worse than 
our counterparts in other countries. No kit was 
provided to us. Only we know under what 
circumstances we have been playing for India. Our 
boys didn't have proper kit, shoes, even the shirts 
were patched and the numbers not legibly written. A 
few days before leaving for Lahore the IHF had 
reoeived a special FTH notification to have the shirt 
I numbers of the players written properly. It was a 
I shame that we reoeived that letter The delegatee 
and players, from other oountnes make fun at us. 
For Lahore too, we received our shoes just a few 
days before leaving and that too very substandard 
ones . The IHF was well aware that we were going 
I for the World Cup one and a half yean back and 
they should have made the arrangements 
accordingly, hut everything is done just at the 
eleventh hour. I was very disillusioned with this 
attitude of IHF and had planned to retire from the 
game long ago if things didn't turn for the better 
We cant perf or m in such drou me t ann ee 
Why didn’t you pretest earlier? 

We did at every opportunity but to no avail They 
kept pleading its the “prestige” of the country which 
is at stake'we will sort out your problems later 'But 
all that just remained mere aesuranoes. Never since 
the Olympics have we been given any equipment 



M.P. Ganeslt: ‘the beet coach India has ever had' 


much from the beginning that one is compelled to j 

perform better. j 

Did your disillusionment extend to the coaching system 
and the long duration of camps? I 

No, not to the ooaches. Perhaps they (Ganeeh& ! 

M.K. Kauahik) are the beet ooa o hes an Indian team 
ever had They have done their job to their beet, but 
even they are helpless in oertam canoe . They just 
don’t have that kind of power, beoauee even they are 
ruled by a bunch of IHF officials j 

But oert&inly moet of us players are against the 
long duration camps. It's totally stagnating. You 


and facilities. In thaee conditions how do you expect oan’t be at your peak after three months of rigorous j 

us to perform well? In our country, like Pargat training. 1 think it affects our game adversely. 

Singh said, the reward for playing well oomes only So these are the reasons for our World Cup debacle? 

after winning, but abroad they provide you with so Added to this, we also didn't play too well. Not up to 


t We didn 7 have proper kit... 


even our shirts were patched f 
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our expectations. There oertainly was room for 
improvisation, but mentally too we were under 
considerable pressure: the security, the initial 
defeats all mounted on us and we oould never get out 
of that tension. Our strategy was to win the first 
three matches and then plan further. We were one of 
the best sides and had even hoped to reach the 
semi-finals, but somehow things never went our 
way at Lahore. 

What about the Players' Association? Ii it something in 
regard to confronting the situation. 

Certainly, we have formed the Association for the 
betterment of players and the game in general. 
There is no one to listen to our woes, everything is 
controlled at the highest level. We are just puppets 
playing as and when ‘they’ want. The blame for the 
downfall of the game and the dying popularity 
should lie on the shoulders of the officials. We would 
not like to confront them in the best interests of the 
game. But the Association would positively be the 
voioe of the players and we hope to tackle the 
problems amicably in future. 

In your decade-long career did you hsvs any 
disappointment as such, professionally? 

Yea, disappointments have oertainly been there. For 
instance, I was included in the team for the 1983 

<sa : 


tours of New Zealand, Australia and the 
Pentangular Tournament in Kuala Lumpur and just 
three days before the departure of the team I was 
dropped without any reason. Had I gone for the 
above tournaments I may have even played the '84 
Olympics. 

Thai in 1982 Junior World Cup in Malaysia 
playing against Australia we were leading by one 
goal, but due to the controversial decisions of 
Spanish umpire we lost the match 1-2. And 

our officials could not even lodge a protest because 
the fee was an exorbitant US $600, which we didn't 
have! That was a great disappointment for us; 
maybe, the decision would have been in our favour 
after the protest. That was very crucial because that 
victory would have ensured us a semifinal berth. 

If you get a call from the iWF to play ter the counby spin 
will you oblige? 

I am always at the service of the game in the interest 
of the nation. Hookey is everything to me. I may 
have retired from international hockey , but will 
oontinue playing for my employers Indian Airlines. 

I may consider making a comeback only if the 
required facilities are giveryiot on any 
compromises. I wont ooime back if the conditions do 
not improve. • 










S O, the Indian cricket team 
came baok home from the 
New Zealand tour badly 
battered m the one-day 
aeries The 1083 World Cup 
winners were reduced to ashes 
and the entire team looked a 
dejected lot 

Is Mr Raj Singh Dungarpur 
again re-thinking about 
rebuilding his side for the 
Nineties 9 1 think it is high time 
that Snkkanth and Ravi Shastn 
made a comeback And I hope that 
Azhar is kept on as captain 
PRABALOUHA, 

Guwah&ti 


Interesting 


| WHE interview with Michael 
| A Chang’s father, Joe 
I (Sporteworld, 28th Feb) was 
! interesting to read It clearly 
showed that Michael is a serious 
i as well as an interesting guy 
| They have managed to bring him 
up in the right way and we ar« 

| glad to know that although he 
lives in the United States, he has 
I not forgotten China 
GOLD, 

Tuticonn 


ir r^ T 


IIThaNKS for the marvellous and 
Jl exclusive interview with Imran 
Khan (8portaworld, 14th March ) 
From this interview, we know 
more about his retirement plans, 
his private life etc Thanks to 
Mudar Patherya for taking this 
interview The article on Marco 
Van Basten was brilliant too 
SWARUPKR DUTTA, 

Tnpura 



India came last in the recently 
•concluded World Cup in 
Pakistan, The outcome, although 
not shocking is difficult to digest 
It is strange the way the standard 
of our hookey has come down 
It seems that we have to ohange 
our intrinsic way of playing 
hookey Beoause the style we use 
is of no match to the other 
oountriee'power-packed game 
The exclusive interview with 
Pargat Singh (Sportaworld, 7th 
March) made me aware of the poor 
facilities provided to Indian 
hookey players It is dear that we 
must ohange the system We must 
improve our facilities The need of 
the hour is to do something 
CHAYAN DAfflTDAR, 

Bombay 


Imran Khan 


many sports and not only for 

cricket 

80UMTTDA3, 

Balm Ghat 


Igglnlmnn an cover ■■■■■ 

VOU are crazy to have Imran 
Jl Khan on the cover once again 
There is no doubt that he is a good 
and charming cricketer But that 
does not mean that you should put 
him on the oover on the smallest 
pretext It is time to stop this 
Imran adulation 

We have already read about his 
personal likes and dislikes many 
times in the magazine Remember 
that Sportavrorld is a magazine for 


rnHANKS for the karate column 
1 by Shiva,}! Ganguly The 
colourful coverage of the 
Instructors Camp ( Sportaworld , 
7 th March) was marvellous My 
congratulations to the 
participants who completed the 
camp successfully 
KEMANT CHOPRA. 

Calcutta 

NotimeqNMtBtii 


ntHE performance of the Indian 
Jl hockey team in the Lahoi e 
World Cup was not unexpec ed 
The defensive mould into which 
Ganesh has cast the Indian team 
has struck a blow to its morale 

The hall hearted interceptions 
of the defenoe when dealing with 
the marauding Aussie and Dutch 
forwards was clearly evident 

Why did the boys not intercept 
at the start itself even at the risk 
of fouls 9 Why did the Indian 
forwards not put pressure on the 
opposition defenoe when the lat ter 
was taking the penalty corners 9 

Frankly speaking we Indians 
gave up easily 
KASKAKDHAH 
Bangalore 


Kerala are duunpte^ 


VViHE reoently concluded 
Ji National School Games at 
Trivandrum proved the 
supremacy of the Kerala athletes 
at the school level And there are 
plenty of athletes who will slip 
easily into the shoes of Usha 
Shiny and the others 

Perhaps the only drawback is 
the lack of facilities I hope the 
Sports Authority of India does 
provide these necessary facilities 
so that the athletes can blossom 
and bring glory to India 
LALU, 

Trivandrum 
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Donbte Wicket Cricket 


A RUN LAL and Gautam Shome 
il(Junlor) lifted the M N Dutur 
double wicket orioket 
ohamptonahlp title by a whisker 
The UBI ‘B’team defeated the*A’ 
team pair of Oautam Shome 
(Senior) and Ajay Verma by the 
slenderest of margins in a 
thrilling final 

Twenty one pairs took part In 
the third edition of the 
ohampionship held at the 
Kallghat ground With failing 
light reducing the final to a four 
overs-a-eide affair, Verma and 
Shome (SR) hitup30runsin 
their quota of overs Chasing an’ 
asking rate of7 76 to achieve 
victory, Lai and Shome (JR) 
achieved the target with three 
balls to spare 

UBfB'made the title round by 
getting the better of the FCI l A’ 
team of Sumit Shome and Aran 
Banerjee by two rune (29-27) FCI 
I?lost to UBlAby four runs 
(19-23) in the other semi-final 

Rajib Sen was adjudged the best 
fielder of the tournament, while 
SaurabDutta was seoond best Sen 
got an award of Ra 300for his 
effort Dutta got Re 200 




If AMAL DAS turned m a fine 
Imsllround performance to propel 
Shyambazar AV to the under-17 
CAB inter-school ohampionship 
title 

In a final where bowlers and 
batsmen shared honours equally, 
Shyambazar A V put Hindu School 
in to bat and got them all out for 
819 Crucial contributions came 
from D. Mitra (39), Banibrata 
Ghosh (36) and S Das who missed 
his half oentury by a couple of 
runs. While B Chandra bagged 
two for 37, Dae got 8 for 38 

Krishnsndu Paul gave 
Shyambazar AV a rousing start, 
as they cruised merrily against 
ths Hindu Sohool attack. 
Shyambazar eventually got to the 


Oautam Shome and Arun Lai: 
thswlnnsrs 

victory target with five wickets to 
spare as Paul hit a fine 62 while 
Das hammered a quick 57 and 
SibajiMulhckhit37 D 
Mukherjee was the lone Hindu 
bowler to shine with two for 35 


Easton Command 
Itera lMf 

fVIHE four-day Eastern Command 
A Naval golf championship 
generated the usual fun and frolic 
amidst some keen competition 
Commodore K S Brar finished as 
the overall champion getting the 
better of Commodore V K 
Chaudhary who had earlier won 
the individual Stableford 
competition handsomely 

Eastern Naval Command lifted 
the best nett team event title while 
Delhi beat Viaakhapatnam in a 
friendly game 

The real interest oentred around 
the mam 36-hole competition at 
the Royal Calcutta Golf Club 
course Chaudhary and Brar 
shared the top spot after the first 
round with gross soores of 89 
eaoh But, Chaudhary proved 
superior in the next round to 
leave Brar far behind 


Inter-school cricket 

C ENTRAL SCHOOL, Hinoo 
clinched the Indira Gandhi 
memorial cricket trophy when 
they upset defending champions, 
Zila School, by 59 runs Central 
School, having won the toss, 
decided to bat first and scored 193 
runs m 35 overs In reply, Zila 
School collapsed all out for 134 
runs to give Central School their 
seventh victory m this 
tournament 

Earlier, in the semi-finals, Zila 
School defeated St Aloysius High 
School by seven wickets while 
Central School defeated 
Government High School by 59 


AnN Kumar Singh 
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State WatgUUttag 


J ANARDHANA OOWDA of 
South Kanara oreatad a new 
state record with a lift oi 188.6 kg 
(OR 181.6) dean and jerk in the 
66 kg oategory at the state-level 
weightlifting competition held 
here early this month Hewas 









daolared the beat lifter of the meet 
which wu organised by the 
District Youth Services and Sport* 
Board and Karnataka State Sparta 
! Council 

In the women'* aeotion, Sudha 
Probhu emerged the beat lifter in 
the 48 kg category with a lift of 
77 6 kg. anatoh and jerk South 
Kanara dlatriot aoored a double 
winning both the men’* and 
women’* team championship* 
with a final tally of788 and 840 
point* reapeotively Chitradurga 
dlatriot flniahed runners up with 
8 B8 and 118 points 


MADRAS 


Electricity Board 


ISTFrH a sterling performance, 

■V Tamil Nadu defeated holders 
and oft crowned champions 
Punjab to win the All India 
Eleotncity Board Basketball 
Tournament m the city in the i irst 
week of March Punjab with three 
internationals m their ranks, 
were favourites at the start of the 
four day meet to win the trophy 
for the eighth successive year But 
displaying commendable fighting 
qualities the hosts defeated their 
highly xeputed opponents 58-38 
in the final to regam the trophy 
after eight years 

Sue teams participated m the 
league cum knock out 
competition While Punjab, Kerala 
and Haryana were placed in pool 
A’. Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh 
and Bhakra Beas Management 
Board (BBMB) comprised Group 
•B’ 

Punjab topping the pool and 
Kerala finishing second qualified 
for the semi finals from Pool-'A’ 
while Tamil Nadu and BBMB 
similarly qualified from Pool 3’ 

In the Bemi finals while Punjab 
prevailed over BBMB 75-48, Tamil 
Nadu edged out Kerala 80-76 after 
a thrilling duel The match was 
marred by poor supervision which 
resulted in frequent quarrels 
between the players and the 
referees and led to the crowd 


SPORTS MEET 
WITH MORE 
EVENTS THAN 
OLYMPICS, 


THE 


SPORTSWORLD 


P r r lims April 1 6 finals April 7 at fa p m 


Vnujt Chlho isie Institute 47 Jhowtalla Road Calcutta 19 


ROUND TABLE QUIZ 


Quu master* Tiger Palaudi Neil O Brien and others 


FOR THE DUNLOP 

No entrance fee oi admit cards required 
0> anised by Calcutta Central Round Table 38 
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entering the oourt towards the 
closing stages of the game 
In the final, the Tamil Nadu 
defence did a fine job m bottling 
up the three Punjab 
mtemationls—Kuldeop Singh, 
Amntpal Singh and Paramjit 
Singh And Senthilvel and 
Veeraraghavan for their part 
b&sketted effortlessly as Tamil 
Nadu swept to a comfortable title 
triumph Kerala took third place 
defeating BBMB 94-59 


INDOkl 


NalDunla Football 


fVIHE ninth Nai Duma football 
A tournament was held at Indore 
recently In the final, Border 
Security Force beat JCT, 
Phagwara, 3-1 Earlier, in the 
semi-finals, BSF got past Punjab 

BSF skipper Narendor Qurung 
with the Nal Dunla Trophy 
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Bidasarlya Trophy 

The hKtors dlvfeionel oommtssloner 8.K. Bood Dreeenting the 
IsssiIfs Trolly to Sendeep PstH, the oeptsln of Sungraoe (Matattsl) 
of Bombay, They beat Tata Sports Club by 7 wlokata In the final. 


Police 3-1 in the tie breaker after 
both the teams were locked m a 
goalless draw even alter extra 
time In the other semi-finals, 

JCT, Phagwara beat CRPF 1-0 

The final between BSF and JCT, 
Phagwara was a fast-paced one 
with both teams attacking from 
the nght wing The main schemer 
for BSF was Narender Qurung 
His defenoe splitting passes had 
the JCT team in trouble whenever 
he combined beautifully with 
Pradeep Subba and Barbara 
Singh The first goal eventually 
was scored by Subba when he 
received a pass from Narender 
Qurung via Darbara Bingh Subba 
made no mistake and BSF moved 
into the lead 

But JCT equalised m the 30th 
minute when nght winger 
Sendeep passed the ball to 
Satinder and the latter lobbed the 
ball into the goal 

It was only in the seoond half 
that BSF got the matoh-wuner 
when Pradeep Subba passed the 
ball to international Darbara 
Singh whose crashing shot went 
straight into the goal 


A M BA I. \ 



lilHE Indian Air Force team did 

extremely well m the 39th 
Services Athletics championships 
with their relay squad comprising 
Sgts Robert, Banjeevan, J C 
Thomas and Cpl Bhanu Parkash 
setting a new meet record when 
they timed 42 secs in the 4 x 100m 
race 

They had further suooeas when 
Sgt Robert also equalled the 
100 m record of Central 
Command’s Suoha Singh which 
was set in 1973 Roberts, who won 
the 100m title for the third time 
running, clocked 10 5 secs 

The other meet reoord was in 
the pole vault Sgt Vannder 
Singh of Uttar Pradesh cleared 
4 30m and m the prooess eclipsed 
the old reoord of 4 12m set by 
Rajbir Singh of Eastern 
Command 


















B ombay lost their 
quarter final 
Ranji Trophy 
match against 
Hyderabad This meant 
that the leading 
orioketere could play in 
looal tournaments This 
resulted In some 
Interesting cricket being 
played 

Sanjay Manjrekar 
turned out for 
Mahlndras, immediately 
after he returned from 
the tour of New Zealand 
He hammered a century 
in the tournament run 
by his employers for the 
Mahindra Shield 

Sachin Tendulkar was 
itching to get to the nets 
at Shivaji Park but 
couldn’t do so for some 
reason or the other He 
also missed Ravi 
Shastn’s wedding 
because he had to be in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh for 
theErshadCup 
Meanwhile, Dilip 
Vengsarkar has Bhown 
signs of maturity by 


Best athletes of the 
Joe Crssto mast: 
Fatima Bapai and 
Brljssh Trlpathl 

taking the responsibility 
of his failure in New 
Zealand, “1 brought 
pressure on myself’, he 
said He also hinted that 


(Left to right) Mike 
Ferreira, national 
billiards champion 
Shandllya and Wilson 
Jones 

with English umpires 
(meaning neutral 
umpires) around he 
could have done better 


A MONO the first ! 

things national 
billiards champion , 
Ashok Shandilya did on I 
ooming back to Bombay 
was to get m touch with 
Wilson Jones He | 

managed convmoe Mr 
Jones to coach him I 
Wilson Jones has 
always maintained that 
some players, like the | 
temperamental Subhash I 
Agrawal, would benefit | 
from tableside advice of j 
a senior player One 
hopes Shandllya makes 
the most of this 
opportunity 

I T was a fitting tribute 
to the late Joe Crasto 
when an inter-school j 
athletics meet was 
dedicated to him Even 
though the exams were 
approaching,over 750 
students participated 
Trophies for cycling 
meets have also been 
named after the late 
sportscribe 
•yP.VJ.KAR 

PH0TOQHAPH6 P V J KAR 
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A vtniqnssooosr match wAs played at Bombay 
Cbrmkhsnabetw^tks staff of the Soviet 
0smmdttttkKBd an All ttkrsMs to rales funds 
JSrAXDBTsBsf- fl m All Star saute h ad h oc k sy 
Mtiinut SkMMyKk MarcsKhisOoniss, stfiltrf i 
Omnts. wtaMunS Barnard. Prsneo. Dsrsvk 
Btoiwj^lieoeiissaadSsiitosh 
Xssltysn. Sunil Gavaskar (ta, ptoturs) was 
GMMtotolmaltoPfftMtofl&19Mig(Mil»asn&to 
tuik (jbs'mstott flff. 





QUESTIONS 

1 Who became the first player to 
score 1000 rune and take 100 
wickets in one-dey international 
cricket’ 

2 A Yugoslovakian goalkeeper who 
played an European Cup Winners' 
Cup final for the FRG soccer side 
Munich i860, was nicknamed 
Peter the Great’ 

3 What does the abbreviation ‘CABT’ 
stand for’ 

4 Where was Linford Christie, the 
coloured Olympian sprinter of the 
UK, bom’ 

5 Which Romanian woman set up the 
mile record in the early Eighties? 

6 Who is the youngest ever Olympic 
200m (men's) medallist? 

7 With which sport is the term 
"three-sixteenth pole” connected? 

8 Name a famous English County 
cricket club whose name means "a 
four-wheel two-seated, 
horse-drawn pleasure carnage" 

ANSWERS 

1 Ian Botham (in June, 1985) 

2 Peter Radenkovic 

3 Confederacao Brasileira de 
Atletsimo (The governing body for 
athletics in Brazil) 

4 St Andrews Jamaica 

5 MancicaPuica 

6 Dwayne Evans who was 17 when 
he won the bronze in 1976 

7 Horse racing 

8 Surrey 


Correepondenoe players are a 
breed apart There are no time 
scrambles or frenetic bursts of 
energy required as in “Over the 
board” games Instead there are 
long hours, even days spent 
analysing every Bingle move Also 
a great deal of pataenoe la required 
to sustain interest m a game far 
months They tend to be experts at 
concrete analysis so CC gomes are 
usually out throat theoretical 
struggles 

White. Nordstrom Vs Black 
Svennerstedt, Swedish CC ’87 
1 s4c8 2 Nf3 Nofl 3 BbS g6 4 o3 


Bg7 5 d4 Qb8 6 04 od4 7 0-0 do3. 

1*1 bn * t he RttsmUmo 
Bl olli a n White sacrifices a pawn 
for quick development In the 
stem game Bronsteln Vs Geller 
CM) blaok went for the e-pawn 
with 7—a8 8 Bso6 Qxo8 9 od4 
Qxs4 to Nc3 Qfb 11 Rel ds is as 
Bd719 QbS NfB 14 ReB Qd3 IS 
Rxt7+Kxs710 NxdB+NdB 17 
QxdS (1-0) and lost in speotaoular 
fSthlrm 

8 NX03 NfB B eB Ng410 NdB 
Qd8 H BgBl Already white has 
trem e ndous compensa t ion for his 
pawn Blaok loses the queen if he 
plays 11—0-0? 18Bxo6bo613 
N*e7+Kh814 Nkg6+, so he is 
trapped in the centre. 

11 —Ng4-xeB 18 Bell ffl This 
horrible move is foroed 

ISNxeBfgB If 13—NxeB 14 
RxeBI 18 Bx«7 QaB 16 b4 traps the 
queen However 19—feBl may 
offer some resistance 14 Nxo8 
do8 16 Rxe7+KfB18 Qf3-t-BfB 
(See Diagram) This is a deceptive 
position White is behind in 
material and three pieces are 
hanging But 17 Qa3! Kg8 18 
Nf8+1(1-0) Now if 18—Bxf8 IB 
Bo4+Kf880Rf7+Kg821Rd7+ 
leads to mate 
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Faith in others, they say, is the 
hallmara of saints and fools! 
When former world ohampions 
Cristian Marl of Franoe and Bobby 
G ol d m a n of USA gr oss e d swords 
at London’s prestigious *Sunday 
Times Invitational’ last January, 
Goldman made Mari look like a 
fool 


D«l«r South 


WIST 

#871 
KQJI1 
10 7 3 
SKI 


SOUTH (dummy) 

# 0 J 8 
1*10 4 
•7884 

# A 10 8 3 

■AST 

# 10 B 8 2 
8 6 2 
A J 8 2 

4 1 B 


SOUTH 

# A K 4 
B 7 

' K 0 5 

# 0 7 6 4 2 

Mari, South, opened a slightly 
shaded one no-trump (16-17) and 
was raised to three West led 
hearts, declarer winning the third 
round, pitching a spade from 
hand Many players would now 
have played the olub ace to go 
down as West would be able to get 
in with the club king but Marl was 
not a world champion for nothing 
He analysed that if Bast had the 
diamond aoe he needed four olub 
tnoks without West getting m and 
additionally if West had the 
diamond aoe he required five olub 
tricks for whioh he needed to find 
East with the singleton olub jack 

To take care of both situations, 
Mari o&me to hand in spades and 
led the olub queen As one can see. 
this ensures the oontraot on the 
layout for West cannot afford not 
to oover and when he covers, 
declarer wins the aoe, gives up a 
olub to East’s jack, wins the spade 
return and dislodges the diamond 
aoe before his third spade winner 
iaknookedout However, 
something strange happened, 
when South led the club queen, it 
went king, aoe, jaokt With his 

prayers seemingly answered, 

Mari now seemed to have five club 
trloka with the help of a marked 
flnseee against West’s nine of 
clubs and so did not require the 
diamond aoe to be rightly placed 
He naturally came up to hand 
with a aeoond spade 
and led a seoond olub to 
dummy’s eight opps, East, 
Goldman, produced the nine, the 
oard he was not suppoeed to hold! 
Now, with hie diamond aoe still 
intact, Goldman played baok the 
third spade to eet up his last spade 
aa the fifth defensive trialr to set 
the game 
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I N the final two- 
punch, one-kick 
routine, were going 
to discuss two 
straight punches fol 
lowed by a hiza-gm (the 
knee kick) 

Starting ofl from ku 
mite dachi (the fighting 
stance), throw a straight 
punch with the left 
hand Flick the hand 
sack even as you thi ow a 
straight punch with the 
right hand Then using 
the foiward moment uni 
created by the second 
punch deliver a knee 
^cick to ynui opponent & 
solar pi* xus or lower rib 
region 


throw a elral|ht punch with the left hand 

0 

vfe .Xs 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 



While kumite tspai 
ring) rioesn t allow you 
to hold th* opponent s 
neck or shoulders hiza 
gin used in self defence 
should be performed by 
grabbing your assailant 
by 1 he tier k oi shouldi i s 
and pulling him down 
even as you j*rk tlic 
knee into Ins nud 
sec tiori 

'Ilns comb'nation is 
es|>ecially us* till wlu n 
th* tw i pun* hes hav* 
failed to push your oppo 
n« nt ba< k 

By Shivaii Ganguly 
Kyokushinkai-Kan karate 

PMt’J •«**» HAMANUHAll* 


Then deliver • hint-girl with the right leg 
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Follow it up w*th a straight punch with the ngh! 
hand 
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Quantity vs. Quality 



c 


FITNESS 


T HIS week we're 
going to discuss 
the quandary of 
one particular fit¬ 
ness maniac Amply 
muscled m his teenage 
days, he’s lost quite a bit 
of the bulk now that he's 
knocking on 30’s door 
But the frame is still 
there Covered with a 
layer of muscle that 
doesn’t announce itself 
in blinking neon While 
friends keep accusing 
him of having become 
thin, he’s quite uncon 
earned As he sees it 
he’s substituting quanti¬ 
ty with quality 
There are many 
among us—especially 
the younger lot—who 
believe that muscleB 
should be big Otherwise 
they just aren’t muscles, 
right? These are the 
guys who like to roll up 
their sleeves and strut 
And then there are some 
of us who are looking 
for an overall standard 
of fitness that doesn’t 
lay so much emphasis 
on muscle Of course, 
they’ve got to be there 
But In a subdued sense 
There's no compulsion 
for the tnoeps to spring 
to attention every time 
you twist your wnst to 
catch the tune 
Where do you fit in’ 
Are you into fitness just 
for the look—that means 
muscles, muscles and 
more muscles, regard¬ 
less of whether they’re 
much good in the qual 
itative sense Or are you 
satisfied with just 
enough to get the job 
done well 
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As we see it, it’s most¬ 
ly the teenaged brigade 
that flaunts huge mus¬ 
cles And since they’re 
still m their formative 
years- you only peak m 
strength in your late 80s 
and early 30s guys— 
the massive chunks 
built up by them axon t 
worth then weight But 
they look good Drawing 
appreciative glances 
from the girls, they 
serve ae a method of 












announcing strength 
and power. , 

Our friend, on the 
other hand, seems to 
have graduated from 


tually going to turn 
chunky and m«ir» you 
look plain stocky 
There’s another danger: 
build massive shoulders. 




Altering his work¬ 
outs—he’s concentrat¬ 
ing more cm aerobic ex¬ 
ercise now—he’s trim¬ 
med off all the fat that 
was slowly but surely 
accumulating around 
his midriff. Unfortu¬ 
nately, with that also 
came off the bulk from 
his upper body and 
arms, winking him seem 
almost thin in compari¬ 


son to what he was be- 


But that’s been oom 


pensated by light work¬ 
outs with weights 
pumping the muscles 
regularly to keep them 


strong. And the net re¬ 
sult has been quite im¬ 
pressive. While he’s not 
a walking advertisement 
for a gym anymore, he’s 
about the fittest guy 
around for his age. No 
paunch, no love hand¬ 
les . and for the first- 
time in hie life, he’e 
started carving his abs 
into well-defined slabs. 
As he approaches 301 
So there you are If 
you’re not into top-notch 
bodybuilding or some 
other sport that requires 
mass, it might be worth 
your while to think ab¬ 
out substituting qua! tty 
for quantity as you j*et 
older Otherwise, you’ll 
just be asking for 
trouble 


that stage. Having ex¬ 
perienced what it’s like 
to sport big muscles— 
and havim; also realised 
bow tough it is to pre¬ 
vent them from going 
flabby as you get older— 
he’s hit upon an ideal 
ftgprmula. Trim down the 
bulk and keep the bare 
essentials in top form. 

It’s very tough to have 
big muscles... and boast 
good definition. Oh 
sure, it can be done. But 
it requires a full-time 
commitment to our 
bodies. No booze, no 
smoking, no late nights, 
no fat-rich food, no 
bunks on workouts. In 
short: total commit¬ 
ment. Now, if you’re 
going to be like that, 
you’ve got nothing to 
worry about. 

But if you’re like the 
rest of us mortals who 
succumb to the lure of 
lygood living and sheer 
m tineas every now and 
then, you’re in trouble. 
If you keep working out 
and build a whole lot of 
muscles, they’re even- 


huge arms and a broad 
chest and you’ll find the 
waist and hips catching 
up the moment you 
slack off. 

So, what’s the solu¬ 
tion? Seems to us that 
our pal has hit upon the 
winning combination. 
Having realised that it 
would be almost im¬ 
possible to maintain his 
muscle mass in good 
shape, given the seden¬ 
tary nature of his job, 
he’s opted to sacrifice 
mass for symmetry. 







A Historic 
Pro Debut 



A T 28 years old and ranked 
No. 110 in the world, Mary 
Lou Daniels feels neither 
embarrassed nor 
despondent in describing herself 
as ‘in the way out'. Yet, despite 
having journeyed through a 
decade of razmatazz on the 
women's circuit, it took one 


‘reverence. But neither could 
really be blamed—Chris Evert has 
gone, Navratilova is no home 
grown Yankee hero and the rest of 
the Stars annd Stripes girls are 
merely fringe players. The 
evol vement of Capriati as a 
genuine world class player is 
what the U.S.A has been 

searching and 
sweating for. 
for God knows 
how many 
years. 

Americans love 
champions, 
especially 
they're own 
champions, and 
here they had 
one. That was 
enough license 
to go quite 
berserk. 

So what if the 
5,400 crowd 
booed the 
photographers, 
this was slice of 
history not to be 
missed. Who 


There was chaos at the Virginia Slims of 
Florida last fortnight and it was not 
without reason. Jennifer Capriati was 
making her professional debut. 
“She's a killer, make no mistake about 
that”, said Jennifer's father. And he 
was right. The 13 years and 11 months 
old prodigy ripped through 
the draw to become the youngest 
player to contest a pro final. 


glance at the hype and hoopla 
surrounding Jennifer Capriati's 
professional debut for Daniels to 
sigh, ‘this is mind boggling’. 

Daniels was really speaking off 
the thronging horde of 
photographers, seemingly 
magnetised to the 13 years 11 
months old Capriati, and the 
pressmen who diligently noted 
every childish word with 


knows a portrait taken, or a 
quote taped, may become 
arc hi veal material. In 1908. 
should Capriati decide on an 
autobiography, they would come 
in use. 

Look at it another way 
then—not yet 14, Capriati's $5.5 
million contracts with Diadora 
and Prince made her the third 
most endorsed woman player 







Not yet 14, 
Capriati’s $5.5 
million contracts 
with Diadora 
and Prince made 
her the third 
most endorsed 
woman player 
after Evert and 
Martina. And 
that too without 
playing a pro 
tournament . 
Jesus! 






and* aren't competitors; l 
don't hm* to fcmfo twr.. 
9hadow f mdno* that fve 
. refrwd, she doeerrt rwveta 
twin mine either 


after Evert and Navratilova. And 
that too without playing a pro 
tournament. Jesus. Perhaps the 
hype was understandable to a 
certain extent. 

In quite another sense of course, 
Mary Lou Daniels' uttering of 
‘mind boggling’ was well spoken. 
For little Miss Capriati displayed 
that the adulation was not without 
reason. That she had the requisite 
class she was credited 
with. And she proved it by ripping 
through the draw to become the 
youngest ever to contest a 
professional tournament 
final—only Qabriela Sabatini, 
once a whiz kid herself, put an end 
to the carnival with a 
straight sets victory. 

Capriati's 
mark of a 
champion is her 
ability not to get 
rattled by- 
absolutely 
anything. She 
shops like a 
13 year old, 
giggles like a 
13 year old and 
drools over Tom 
Cruise like a 
13 year old. But 
her on court 
maturity and 
awareness of 
her skills was 
perhaps even 
reason why the 
Women’s 
International 
Tennis 

Association bent 
their rules for 
her—normally 



professional debuts are only 
allowed after a girl’s 14th 
birthday. 

It was also a maturity reflected 
in her first match against 
Daniels—her mother had 



developed a stiff neck from 
nervous tension, her father’s eyes 
were bloodshot after a sleepless 
night, but Capriati, whose 
strokeplay has been compared 
with Evert’s, displayed some „ 

of the grand old 
lady's 
unflappable 
demeanour also. 
Serving at an 
incredible 95 
miles an hour, 
she reduced 
Daniels to 
becoming the 
first statistic in 
what will and 
must be an 
awesome career. 

After she had 
manhandled 
10 th seed Laura 
Gildemesiter 
7-6,7-6 and ' 
then the tough 
Helena Sukova 
#1,6-4, 4$ 

anotlvsr 
championship 
trait became 
blatantly 
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obvious her ability to play 
the important points 
well When questioned on 
this, she replied "1 think it’s just 
something 1 was bom with or it’s 
just natural I don't train to do it" 
Capnati’s 
precocity not 
surprisingly 
raised queries 
on burnout, 

Tracy Austin 
and Andrea 
Jaeger being 
touted as 
oomparable 
examples But 
Howard Moore, 
director of the 
Hopman tennis 
school where 
Capriati trains, 
dismissed this 
"Jennifer’s not 
one of those 
girls who's 13 
going on 30 
She’s kind of 
raw In (hot she , 
doesn t remind g 
me of any other f 
player except 


Jimmy Connors 
She's got the same love of the 
game, of performing I don't see 
her being the type to burn out” 
From Chris Evert to Martina 
Navratilova to Billie Jean King, 



everyone is convinced that 
Capnati has what ittakeetobe 
the best As Richard Schonbron, a 
German Tennis Federation talent 
hunter said, "Jennifer is going to 
be No 1 m the world after Graf 
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fihS iSWSI® 10 a flood 
ggh^. ^ lo ota ikoaPBfy 

MroonaMy and OMdtod about 
Ma, and in nioa to aaa. ifa a 
apaoial toag ihat a toe sopo. 
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She is much better at 13 than 
Steffi and has excellent strokes 
and motivation By the time Steffi 
is 26 and Jennifer is 19 something 
will definitely happen ’ 

Jennifer is unmoved all she 
says is, ‘ Fm having a whole heap 
of fun’ The women on the circuit 
aren't laughing for sure 
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u Tfy* mujhae 

XV nautanki kar 
vaaogeP'" asked Kapil 
Dev amused I was sug¬ 
gesting that since the 
Sportaworld stock of 
offbeat colour trans¬ 
parencies of his had de¬ 
pleted, we needed to 
shoot something diffe¬ 
rent So if he wore my 
$22 hat, which I had 
picked up in Barbados 
last year, his black anti¬ 
glares and slipped into a 
T-shirt with anything 
scrawled across, my 
Kodak K 80 would regis¬ 
ter just the pictures 
Sports world's cover 
needed 

Kapil obliged He hob¬ 
bled across to the bath¬ 
room where the lighting 
was better (this after hus 
bhaanhan the previous 
dsy about his fitness!), 
posed like a liar (1 e su¬ 
perbly) while my 
amateur fingers con¬ 
sumed exposure after 
exposure 

This sequence took place 
in Dhaka on 18/10 
March Kapil was going 
to be there for 3 days 
and it made more sense 
to fly east than inter¬ 
cepting the all rounder 
in Bombay or Delhi Be¬ 
sides a match in Dhaka 
interested me for more 
reasons than one, the 
unbelievably large 
crowds that attended the 
Asia Cup in 1988 con¬ 
vinced many observers 
that this was going to be 
the Sharjah of the Nine¬ 
ties, the near warlike 
conditions between In¬ 
dia and Pakistan over 
Kashmir made one won¬ 
der whether any tension 
would spill into the 
game m Bangladesh 
1 mentioned this to Im 
ran on the flight to Dha¬ 
ka He pooh poohed my 
fears, but here 1 pre¬ 
sumed that his being 
absent m Australia, 
while India and Pakis¬ 


tan reac h ed their most 
serious onsis m 20 
years, was responsible 
for the underreaotion I 
told him that as things 
stood, the countries had 
played the last of each 
other in the subconti¬ 
nent I did a recap of the 
sequence of events that 
started with the assault 
on Snkkanth in Karachi 
for Imran to interrupt 
“And yet, mmd you, that 
senes between India and 
Pakistan was quite a 
peaceful one Imagine 
what would have hap¬ 
pened had we not had 
neutral umpires You 
must also not forget that 
stone-throwing in 
Karachi and Sialkot is 
nothing new Even 20 
years ago there used to 
be ethnic trouble of some 
kind or the other at the 
ground in Karachi, 
while at 8ialkot even we 


had not been spared ” 
Even though one did 
oonoede that the ethnic 
hiccups m Karachi and 
Sialkot were nothing 
new, Imran had over¬ 
looked an important 
point that violence often 
works on the principle 
of the hydraulic press— 
a little pressure goes a 
long way As it turned 
out, the humiliation that 
the Indian cricketers 
faced was magnified 
when it turned up for 
breakfast readership the 
next morning And, as a 
result, we had Indians 
swearing that Pakis 
tan's sportsmen would 
not get away the next 
tame they came to India 
"Maybe the 2 captains 
may have to issue some 
joint statement or the 
other promoting the 
cause of peace before the 
Sharjah tournament,” 



said Imran 
"But talking of the j 
media,” he added, "the 
reception we got in the ' 
papers in Australia wae ,, 
plain hostile I couldn’t /, 
understand it Perhaps 
attitudes are changing * 
the world over In fact, I 
will go to the extent of > 
saying that we have al¬ 
ways faced a better press 

in India, than t Hm timw in 

Australia How does one 
explain that 9 " \ 

I hoped to pick up the 
threads of this conversa¬ 
tion with Imran on land- ‘ 
mg But he had*/#* 
vanished, from his ex- f'* 
ecutive class seat (al¬ 
ways front row extreme 
left, closest to the door, 
while the Indians were 
scattered in the eco¬ 
nomy) he had been 
whisked off as soon as 
he aet foot on the tar¬ 
mac I hoped to catch up 
with him in the VIP 


lounge while the pass¬ 
ports awaited the un 
migration ‘cbhap, hut 
here again while the In¬ 
dian players sat cor¬ 
nered for 45 minutes, 
Imran had been ushered 




beyond the reach of the 
uniformed bureaucracy 
Visa or no visa 
The match in Dhaka was 
m a sense, a disappoint¬ 
ment Pakistan turned 
up with Salim Yousuf as 
its most experienced 
player after Imran, the 
stadium stayed half- 
empty, the heat was kill 
ing, the press boycotted 
the match Undeterred, 
the organisers netted a 
coed Rs 45 lakhs (one 
hears) 

I don't know who won 1 
ran off to be back in my 
hotel room for the after¬ 
noon snooze—and over 
slept 



PS Azbar’aXIbeat 
Jmran’aXIby 1 
run- Editor 
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BUCK & WHITE & 
BEAUTIFUL 





f Sin and (Utmut \ long time ago 
V Black & White photograph 
has tliat tuneless quuhU 
A metnorv becomes a lcgac\ 

I can almost imagine how ~L\ Maa was 
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What did Madam ,» 

London say to the- bkypak Met 

"Your wax statue could look 
splendid! But would an yo™f< r 
ever recognize you in a static 
posture? 
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